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Marion 

Researching B D & M 
 
Many of us have spent hours researching 

our family histories using the ubiquitous fiche 
and film readers in libraries and genealogy so-
ciety rooms, searching records from a multi-
tude of sources for that elusive ancestor.  
There is no doubt that fiche and film photo-
copies of original records are a valuable re-
source for the researcher and will continue so 
to be.  Most researchers would prefer to inter-
pret early handwritten records themselves 
from sometimes poorly written and spelt en-
tries rather than rely on someone else tran-
scribing such records.  However, computer 
technology has developed such powerful 
search tools that they are now valuable ad-
juncts to the more traditional search facilities.  
But they don't necessarily replace them! 

One such computer-based tool is the CD-
ROM.  Many CD-ROMs are being produced 
around the world by a multitude of organisa-
tions, allowing the use of the powerful search 
facilities of the computer.  Typical software 
associated with such CD-ROMs allows the 
user to enter search criteria of almost limitless 
spread.  This is best illustrated by an example.   

I am a descendant of Keros and Elizabeth 
Caines, Marion emigrants.  Keros later consis-
tently spelled his name "Keynes".  Some time 
ago I used the CD-ROM "South Australian 
Deaths Registrations of 1842-1915", and dur-
ing a search found the death of a child Ernest 
John Keynes, the illegitimate son of a daugh-
ter of Keros.  The child died at the age of 5 in 
1879.  The usual check for his birth was un-
successful.  Later I made a more comprehen-
sive search using "wild cards".  Wild cards 
comprise a "?" which can represent any char-
acter where it is placed, while a "*" represents 
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Editorial 
The article on this page gives a brief 

introduction to CD_ROMs, particularly 
those that have transcribed birth, death 
and marriage registrations.  If you have 
an interest in South Australian births 
(1842-1906), deaths (1842-1915) or 
marriages (1842-1916), send details of 
name and other relevant information to 
me and I will search my copies of these 
CD_ROMs and advise you of the re-
sults.  For computer users I can attach 
the results to Email, while for others I 
can send paper copies of the results 
through the mail. 

I am grateful to Lori Goss for provid-
ing the photograph of the Marion arte-
facts.  I would be equally grateful for 
any other photographs of memorabilia 
associated with the Marion which may 
be in the possession of descendants.  
Such photographs would be promptly 
returned, if so desired. 

I have enough material for a few 
more issues of the periodical.  It can 
continue only if more material is sup-
plied by descendants.  If you have not 
already supplied yours, please con-
sider sending me something suitable 
for inclusion.  An article with a Marion 
theme, early photographs, letters, etc.  
would be most suitable. 

 
 

John Keynes 
 

Editor 
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The items are the trunk Lori and Rex Stan-
tan, descendant of the William (18 on Marion) are 
sitting on, and a copy of The Bible, held by 
Lori.  Mark Baker mentions, in his article on 
Wiltshire emigration, that each emigrant fam-
ily was presented with a bible on departure.  I 
wonder what other artefacts are still preserved 
in the Marion extended families!     � 

 

The Lamprells and Prestons 
 
One of the largest families to emigrate on 

the Marion in 1851 was the Lamprell family 
comprising parents James and Elizabeth and 
their 7 children.  The family came from Suf-
folk where James was an agricultural labourer 
(ag lab). 

The Lamprell descendants in Australia 
were well represented at Edithburgh for the 
150th anniversary of the Marion's ignomini-
ous arrival in South Australian waters.  Roz 
Voullaire from Gol Gol in Victoria has been 
the main Australian researcher for the Lam-
prell family and recently organised a reunion 
of descendants.  Present at Edithburgh with 
Roz (number 48 on the reference photograph - 
see Issue 1) were her daughters Caitlyn and 
Emma (numbers 45 and 52) and her mother 
Sylvia Kuhn (number 60).  They were de-
scended through Elijah Lamprell, 13 years old 
on the Marion.  Also at the anniversary was 

Mar l ene  K leemeye r 
(number 55) who was de-
scended from Charles 
Lamprell, 7 years old on 
the Marion. 
An interesting connection 
to the Lamprells was that 
of the Preston line.  On 
board the Marion was 
Benjamin Preston, a 21-
year-old single 'ag lab' 
from Sussex.  He was later 
to marry the eldest Lam-
prell daughter Mary Anne, 
15 years old on the Mar-
ion.  A photograph of this 
couple taken later in Vic-
toria is shown on the op-
posite page.  Descendants 
of Benjamin and Mary 
Anne present at Edith-
burgh were Graeme and 
Maurice Preston from Vic-
toria. 
Roz Voul la i re  and 
Marlene Kleemeyer have 
reported on the Lamprell 
and Preston reunion: 
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any number of characters so placed.  The 
search criteria I used in the "South Australian 
Birth Registrations 1842 to 1906" were "K*" 
which allowed me to search for any surnames 
beginning with K, "1874" as the year of birth 
and “Ellen” as his mother's name.  Because 
the search had to meet all 3 criteria, only 7 en-
tries qualified and I was easily able to identify 
Ernest Kynes, born in 1874 to John O'Hara 
and Ellen Kynes.  Earlier I had not thought to 
try that surname. 

The above is a very simple example.  Com-
plex search criteria can be applied with very 
rapid results.  Many obscure miss-spellings 
would be most difficult to find with fiche and 
film, but easily and quickly found with a 
CD_ROM.  But a word of warning! All the 
data has been transcribed and so relied on the 
interpretation of the transcriber.   � 

 

Inherited Artefacts from Mar-
ion? 

 
The attached photograph from Lori Goss, 

descendant of Wiltshire emigrants James and 
Sarah Matthews through their daughter Eliza, 
8 years old on the Marion, includes two items 
brought out on the Marion and passed down 
through the following generations. 
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swick and the association with Creswick be-
gan. 

150+ descendants, the furthest travelled 
from Darwin, and an English Cousin, Philip 
Lamprell, attended over the two days.  Many 
people brought along photos and memora-
bilia, which was tremendous.  The family trees 
for each of James and Elizabeth's children 
(and a special tree for Philip) were on display 
in the centre of the room and provided an ex-
cellent talking point for many (especially as I 
had set them the task of finding themselves 
and placing their provided sticker next to 
their name!). 

Over the course of the weekend many took 
the opportunity to visit the Creswick Cemetery 

and the many family plots 
we had marked, the Cre-
swick Museum and a dem-
onstration at the Gold Bat-
tery.  Some even took the 
short walk from the school 
to Nuggety Gully where 
Charles Lamprell discov-
ered gold.  We didn't hear 
any shouts of glee coming 
from that direction so don't 
think any stray pieces of 
gold were found!  Family 
photographs were taken on 
Sunday afternoon, which 
was quite entertaining. 
From all reports a wonder-
ful time was had by all.  
Some old friendships were 
renewed and many new 
ones made. 
 
Now Marlene's edited re-
port 
 
It was a great reunion - 
Roz did a fabulous job.  
People came from all over 
Australia, including Dar-
win, and Philip Lamprell 
came from UK.  Graeme 
and Maurice Preston also 
came to the reunion, along 
with many other Prestons. 
Graeme and Maurice's 
parents still live at the 
original Preston farm at 
Kingston, just out of Cre-
swick, and Maurice man-
ages it now - organic vege-
tables.  The area around 
there is known as 'Preston 
City', as there are so many 
Prestons in the area.  
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Firstly, Roz's edited report:  
On the 29th & 30th September 2001 the 

first Lamprell Reunion took place at the Cre-
swick Primary School (near Ballarat) to cele-
brate the 150th Anniversary (plus a couple of 
months) of the arrival in Australia of James & 
Elizabeth Lamprell (nee Lamprell) and their 
children William, Mary Ann, Elijah, Henry, 
Charles, Harriet and John. 

It seems the Lamprell family remained in 
South Australia for a relatively short period of 
time, leaving for Victoria in 1852.  By 1859 
the Lamprell family and their son-in-law Ben-
jamin Preston settled at Kingston near Cre-
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(Continued from page 3) 
 Benjamin Preston left Adelaide to go to the 

Victorian goldfields, and was successful - he 
sent gold back with the first Gold Escort, under 
Alexander Tolmer, in March 1852.  He re-
turned and married Mary Ann(e), before they 
set off for Victoria again.  The farm is rich allu-
vial soil - Benjamin bought the land from Cap-
tain Hepburn (of Hepburn Springs fame). 

By the time the Lamprell family arrived at 
the goldfields, all the surface gold had gone, 
and deep mining had begun.  We haven't been 

able to find any property owned by Lam-
prells - except for one old house still standing 
in the main street of Kingston (this belonged 
to Henry's wife Adelaide - she inherited it 
from her second husband), and one farm at 
Inglewood, still operated by Elijah's descen-
dants (these are Roz's relatives). My ancestor, 
Charles, had 14 children, and lost a rich gold 
find through the 'dreaded drink', when my 
grandfather was a small boy - but that's an-
other story!     � 

 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:     (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 
produced by Beverley Matthews.  

If you know of someone who has an 

interest in the “Marion Family” 

history and would like to get paper 

copies of these periodicals as they 

are published, invite the person to 

send name, address and a book of 10 

stamps to the editor. 


