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Marion 

Marion emigrants - from 
where? 

 
The Marion brought emigrants from many 

counties of England, Ireland and Scotland.  
Most came from England (230) while 72 
came from Ireland and 45 from Scotland. 

The English emigrants came from Buck-
inghamshire (4), Cornwall (25), Devon (4), 
Dorset  (8),  Essex (6), Hampshire (2), Hert-
fordshire (9), Kent (2), Leicestershire (3), Lin-
colnshire (5), Middlesex (4), Nottinghamshire 
(5), Somerset (1), Suffolk (11) and Wiltshire 
(137). 

The Irish came from Antrim (2), Cavan (1), 
Clare (26), Cork (6), Dublin (3), Leix 
(Queens) (5), Tipperary (25) and Westmeath 
(4). 

The Scots came from Aberdeen (2), Ayr 
(6), Caithness (1), Edinburgh (2), Lanark (7), 
Midlothian (1), Orkney Islands (18), Perth (1) 
and Renfrew (7). 

Because of the diversity of areas from 
where the emigrants came, there must be a 
wealth of interesting information available to 
share between the descendants of these early 
pioneers who had such a harrowing introduc-
tion to Australian shores. 

It is hoped that this periodical and Beverley 
Matthew's web site will provide interesting 
material for descendants.  This will only be 
possible if many descendants and other inter-
ested parties send their stories in for publish-
ing. 

Because of the relatively high number of 
Wiltshire emigrants and the well-documented 
accounts of the Wiltshire Emigration Society, 
which provided significant assistance to 
would-be emigrants, some of the early articles 
may well concern Wiltshire.  In the series of 
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British Isles Australia 

Editorial 
Ron Stephenson was a notable 

presence at the Edithburgh gathering 
(number 36 on the Reference Photo-
graph - see Issue 1) and wrote re-
cently, including the comment "…we 
are putting our positive foot forward 
and showing that we care about those 
wonderful people who left their home-
land to build a new future so that we 
could have a country of which we can 
truly be proud….".  I find this a splen-
did sentiment and thank Ron for send-
ing it. 

Another notable descendant at 
Edithburgh was Roz Voullaire (number 
48) with her children Caitlyn and Emma 
(numbers 45 and 52) and mother 
Sylvia Kuhn (number 55).  Roz is a de-
scendant of James and Elizabeth Lam-
prell through their son Elijah.  Roz has 
researched the Lamprells for many 
years and recently organised a reunion 
of the Lamprell extended family.  Upon 
request she kindly sent me a prec�s of 
her reunion which I will include in an 
early issue of this periodical. 

Lori Goss (number 39) sent me a 
photograph showing a trunk and a bi-
ble, both of which were artefacts from 
the Marion.  I intend to feature them in 
a later article.  I would like to hear from 
people who may have inherited items 
from the ship. 

 
John Keynes 
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Norwegian King Magnus III who ruled the 
group of islands in the 12th century. 

Thomas was educated privately at home on 
the farm of Steaquoy (Stecquoy) on Shapinsay 
and before emigrating was employed as a fish-
erman and farrier. 

Thomas was 30 years old when he left with 
his wife and two young children, Thomas and 
Mary.  Tragically Mary died as an infant on 
board ship.  This family was one of a group of 
families who made their way to Plymouth to 
join the Marion.  Two other families were 
part of the 
group, the 
H e d d l e s 
and the 
Dennisons.  

The attached 'family tree' shows 
part of the Irvine family lineage   
Soon after arriving in the colony 
of South Australia, Thomas 
“went to the Victorian gold-
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periodicals to come, it is hoped that as many 
counties as possible will be included in the 
emigrants' stories.     � 

 

Mark Baker's Wiltshire Emi-
gration 

 
Many descendants at the Edithburgh 

'reunion' had Wiltshire emigrant ancestors and 
an excellent article by a Wiltshire historian, 
Mark Baker, described much of the prelimi-
naries before emigration with some emphasis 
on the Marion, and followed up with descrip-
tions of the wrecking and aftermath in South 
Australia. 

Beverley Matthews has his excellent type-
script on her web site, but if you don't find it 
convenient to see the article that way, please 
send a $1 stamp to me and I will post a paper 
copy to you.  The article comprises 18 sheets 
of A4 size paper, postage $1.     � 

 

The Orkney Irvines 
 
Roger Irvine, a descendant of the Marion 

emigrant Thomas Irvine and his wife Mary, 
sent family history information to form the ba-
sis of this article [Ed.]. 

Born on the Island of Shapinsay in the Ork-
neys, Thomas was the son of Magnus Irvine, 
while Thomas's wife Mary was also an Irvine, 
the daughter of John Irvine of Sandgarth.  The 
name Magnus runs in the family and was 
probably a common name in the Orkneys 
through the generations since the time of the 

Descendants of Magnus Irvine, father of Thomas   
 
Magnus1 IRVINE 
+?1 ? 
��� Thomas2 IRVINE, b. 1821, d. 1895 
    +Mary2 IRVINE, b. 1821, m. 1849, d. 1899 
    ��� Thomas3 IRVINE, b. 1848 
    �   +Margaret3 CHRYSTALL, b. circa 1855, m. 1878 
    ��� Mary3 IRVINE, b. 1851, d. circa 1851 
    ��� Magnus3 IRVINE, b. 1851, d. 1926 
    �   +Martha Jane3 KERR, b. circa 1853, m. 1875 
    �   ��� Magnus Mungo4 IRVINE, b. 1876, d. 1920 
    �   ��� Sarah Mabel4 IRVINE, b. 1878, d. 1878 
    ��� John3 IRVINE, b. 1854, d. 1874 
    ��� Jane3 IRVINE, b. 1856 
    ��� Mary3 IRVINE, b. 1858 
    �   +Hugh3 STEVENSON 
    ��� James3 IRVINE, b. 1861, d. 1921 
        +Sarah3 BROWN, b. 1865, m. 1895, d. 1948 
        ��� Vera4 IRVINE, b. 1896 
        �   +(--?--)4 PATTERSON 
        ��� Richard James4 IRVINE, b. 1900 
        ��� Hector Claude4 IRVINE, b. 1902 
        ��� Kinloch Gilmour4 IRVINE, b. 1910 
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Marion 

 
29 Jul:     A slight contrary wind.  The 

ship beating up the Gulph all day.  8 p.m.  The 
ship struck on a reefe on the Trobridge Shoal 
and all efforts to get her off again proved use-
lefs.  The captain finding that she was fast fill-
ing with water immediately gave orders to get 
the boats out.  By 10 1/2 p.m. the pinnace 
loaded with women and children left the ship 
for land about 8 to 10 miles distant, and by 12 
p.m. the other boats, namely the Long boat 
and two life boats left the ship.  By that time 
…… 

(next portion lost) 
 
the day in landing the Emegrants and at 5 

p.m. a small vefsel came and took the rest of 
us, about 90, from the wreck.  The Captain 
and ordered all the crew to leave her to her 
fate, it was feared that if it came on to blow 
here she would go to pieces before morning.  
We went and anchored close in shore but did 
not land except one boat load and Wm was 
one that (in the boat) went onshore  So I shall 
leave him here till I get to Adelaide (The long 
boat and life boat have not been seen or heard 
of yet) 

31 Jul:     4 a.m.  Up anchors and sailed 
several miles along the coast until we came to 
a …… was now nearly calm.  Thus we were 
doomed to spent another night on the deck for 
the hole was nearly filled with boxes and the 
other part was allotted off to some sick fe-
males.  The S.W. winds here are like the North 

(Continued on page 4) 

 (Continued from page 2) 
fields, stayed a year during which time he 
may have had some good fortune”, and in 
1853 he returned to South Australia and 
bought an 80-acre section which he named 
Steaquoy at Black Ponds, near Truro in South 
Australia.  In later years the farm was ex-
panded considerably, producing wheat and 
hay and being used for horse and cattle graz-
ing. 

Thomas was active in local affairs, serving 
in the Angaston District Council, including 
chairmanship, was a Justice of the Peace and 
was a founder and trustee of the Truro Con-
gregational Church. 

He remained on his farm until death at the 
age of 73 in 1895.     � 

 
John and Margaret Bennie 
from Scotland 

 
Mr K. M. Bennie of Poochera in South 

Australia is a direct descendant of John and 
Margaret Bennie, emigrants on the Marion.  
He sent in the following information on his 
ancestors: 

John Bennie 
and Margaret 
Govan were 
both born in 
P a i s l e y , 
S c o t l a n d , 
John in 1822 
and Margaret 
in 1825.  
They were 
married in 
Paisley in 
1845.  They 
had 2 chil-
dren, 5-year-
old Isaac and 
infant Wil-
liam, when 
they emi-
grated in 
1851. 
The family 
e v e n t u a l l y 

settled at Clare in South Australia, Margaret 
dying in 1870 at the early age of 45 years, be-
ing buried in the old Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery in Clare.  John eventually died in 
1893 at the age of 71 years and was buried in 
the same cemetery.  

    � 

Diary of a Marion Emigrant 
(concluding part) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
easters at home, very cold, and we had a cold 
one in the extreme and it laid fast hold on our 
hungry Bellies.  But here again I was very lucky  
One of the sailors got drunk and the Captain 
asked me to take his place at the Main sheet 
which was close to a lot of young women and 
when we cast anchor for the night, I went and 
cast 

 
(next portion lost) 
 
And I believe we all, at least I thought I 

never eat anything so nice in my life.  In the 
evening we were all sent (the women were con-
veyed), but the men had to walk to the New Po-
lice Barrack, Adelaide.  We each had a blanket 
given to us and we slept on the floor.  Now I'll 
go back and fetch Wm up to scratch  On the 
evening of 30th July when Wm left the small 
vefsel to go on shore in the boat.  They found 
they had to land on a beach similar to that be-
tween Aber and Penman …… and could not get 
nearer than 

[Ed]  Aber and Penmaenmawr are places on 
the north coast of County Gwynd, Wales near 
the Isle of Anglesey.  Did the brothers live there 
at some time? 

 
(next portion lost) 
 
…… after that they managed to walk on 

shore not a bit the dryer from their fall.  And by 
dint of hard walking and hard shouting they 
managed to get together in about 3 hours from 
the time they left the boat.  They made a fire 
and laid down round it cold, wet and hungry. 

31 Jul:     After a very comfortable night 
they all started to find a shepherds hut the sail-
ors of the small vessel told them of and after 

walking about 2 hours they found by the bear-
ing of the land that they were in the wrong di-
rection.  They then altered their course and 
walked 4 hours before they came to the place 
they were looking for.  With their belley grum-
bling and growling and when they 

 
(next portion lost) 
 
and at 10 a.m. they saw the Government 

Schooner making towards them and by 12 a.
m. they were all aboard and cutting away into 
the Beef Biscuits and Tea to their hearts con-
tent.  They arrived at the Port about 7 p.m. 
and stoped there for the night.  Next morning 
(the 3rd) they were sent up to town to the New 
Police Barracks and joined us about 12 a.m.  
We are all together again except the 2 boat 
loads before mentioned but we know where 
they are, it was by their means the first intelli-
gence of the wreck reached the authorities or 
Government  It appears that after they left the 
ship they were unable to get …… upwards, 
but the waves washed them on shore  they 
were all conveyed to Adelaide on drays where 
they arrived on Tuesday August 5th. and now 
we are all together.  One married woman fell 
out of the dray on her way to Adelaide and 
was killed 

Now I shall wind up with a few remarks 
1.  We had a long passage nearly 19 weeks 

but ours was a first rate sailing ship but badly 
supplied with sails 

2.  We had very bad stores on board and 
we was put on short allowance of water when 
…… 

 
(end of partly damaged diary)    � 

 
 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:     (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 
produced by Beverley Matthews.  

If you know of someone who has an 

interest in the “Marion Family” 

history and would like to get paper 

copies of these periodicals as they 

are published, invite the person to 

send name, address and a book of 10 

stamps to the editor. 


