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namesake James Collins  from Clarendon 
Park near Milford on the outskirts of Salisbury 
in Wiltshire, England, who emigrated in 1851 
on the Marion.  The original James was ac-
companied by his wife Louisa and 8-month-
old daughter, Sophia. 

It would not be exceptional for the same 
names to apply should the lineage between the 
two be through the father at each generation, 
as all of the family names would then have 
been Collins. What is coincidental is that be-
cause of female marriages in the direct line, 
three different surname changes appeared, and 
it is only because Kerry (neé Goodson) mar-
ried Peter William Collins that the Collins 
name reappeared.  At present, Kerry advises 
that she has not established a connection be-
tween the two Collins lines. 

Kerry has provided details of her family 
history and excerpts of her letters are included 
below in italics.  See also the article that fo l-
lows on Kerry's research.  

"My great great great grandparents were 
James and Louisa Collins.  They were mar-
ried on the 25 December 1849 at the Cathe-
dral of Salisbury.  Both were of full age and 
residing at Clarendon at the time. James, his 
father John and Louisa's father William 
Dickett, are recorded on the marriage certifi-
cate as being labourers."  Other sources quote 
their residence as Barnch, Milford; this name 
is possibly a misspelling of “Branch”, the 
name of a Hundred stretching from the west-
ern boundary of Salisbury to Wylye to the N-
N-E.  James was quoted as being born at Pe-
tersfinger, a village a short distance south-east 
of Milford. 

After the Marion grounding, Louisa and 
Sophia were separated from James and were 
taken by longboat to Cape Jervis and then 
overland to Adelaide, taking some 5 days to 
reach there.  In the meantime, James was 
taken by ship to Port Adelaide.  The family 
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Editorial 
 
Those of us who research our family history 

include many who take up the interest late in 
life.  How often have we heard the cry "if only I 
had asked Grandma", or heard similar senti-
ments showing frustration in missing some vi-
tal ingredient of our research possessed by 
earlier generations.  Well, not all researchers 
are in this category.  Kerry Collins, a descen-
dant of James and Louisa Collins, Marion emi-
grants, developed her interest at a tender age 
and her delightful story of that interest appears 
in this issue as "Kerry Collins, child historian".  
Kerry is from Brisbane and provided the infor-
mation for the "James Collins and James 
Collins" article.  

Wanting to include an article on “ag lab” 
cottages in the periodical, I posed the question 
of typical construction to a Wiltshire mailing list 
and the responses enabled me to prepare the 
article on a later page.  One of the contributors 
was Dot Gulliver from the city of Salisbury in 
Wiltshire, whose generous posted information 
included "wattle and daub" and "cob" construc-
tion practices, photographs of examples, a 
map of 1751 Salisbury and other relevant arti-
cles.  Also, some web sites were accessed to 
provide other information on the construction 
practices, photographs, etc. 

 

John Keynes,  Editor 

James Collins & James 
Collins 

 
"What goes around, comes around again"!  

Whatever that saying is, it seems to apply to 
little James Collins (or at least his name), the 
1-year-old son of Kerry Collins of Brisbane, 
Queensland, for he is the g-g-g-g-grandson of 
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tion, Navarre.  The 
box on this page gives 
an abridged account of 
the inquest into his 
drowning.  
"With 8 living children 
it was not long before 
Louisa remarried.  On 
the 1st of January at 
St John's parsonage in 
Avoca, Louisa married 
John Jones another 
miner.  Both were liv-
ing at Barkly.  The 
w it n e s s e s  w e r e  
Louisa's son in law 
and eldest daughter 

David Carey and Sophia Carey (the infant 
they emigrated with). 

Louisa died 28th June 1908 and is buried 
at St Arnaud.  She was survived by Sophia 
Carey, now 58, and 4 other of her children."  
Her daughter Harriet, little James's g-g-g-
grandmother had died in 1902.  "There were 
no children by the second marriage." 

I suspect the original James Collins, 
should he be able to look in on us, would be 
very proud of his g-g-g-granddaughter and 
his small namesake.     � 

 
 

Kerry Collins, child histo-
rian  
 
The previous article deals with the 
Marion emigrant Collins family, with 
information supplied by descendant 
Kerry Collins.  I asked Kerry to submit 
an article on her family research.  Kerry 
showed interest in her family's history 
at an early age and I persuaded her to 
prepare an account of that interest.  
Many of us regret that we didn't start 
earlier with our research.  
"For as long as I can remember I have 
had an interest in history. As early as 
year 7 at school, I was a regular at 
lunchtimes at the library, not the play-
ground. My nerd status was such that 
even amongst the other regular library 
goers my nickname was 'Encyclopaedia 
Brown', as I was never in the fiction 
section of the library, but spent my time 
reading reference books. 
And so my long held interest in history 
naturally led to an interest in the his-
tory of my own family.  Many times I 

(Continued on page 3) 
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was later re-united in Adelaide. 
Records show that James spent 1 year in 

Adelaide before moving with family to Victo-
ria.  It is possible that he was attracted to the 
Victorian goldfields at that time, as in 1869 he 
was at the gold mining town of Barkly. 

By that year his family had grown consid-
erably.  Sophia was now 18 years old and had 
7 brothers and sisters, including Harriet who 
was little James's g-g-g-grandmother.  Tragi-
cally, during the family's time in Victoria, an 
additional 5 children had died at tender ages. 

It was in that year that further tragedy 
struck the family and James was found 
drowned at Wattle Creek, near Barkers Sta-

Descendants of James Collins   
 

James COLLINS, b. 1828, d. 1869 
+Louisa DICKETT, b. 1829, m. 1849, d. 1908 
��� Harriet COLLINS, b. 1856, d. 1902 
    +Edward Allen CROMBIE, b. 1844, m. 1873, d. 1914 
    ��� Leah Harriet CROMBIE, b. 1881, d. 1933 
        +Mortimer Moss WHEELHOUSE, b. 1873, m. 1901, d. 1936 
        ��� Myrtle Hilda WHEELHOUSE, b. 1916, d. 1999 
            +Harold Francis GOODSON, b. 1911, m. 1940, d. 1999 
            ��� Gary Francis GOODSON 
                +Judith Anne CANNON 
                ��� Kerry Anne GOODSON 
                    +Peter William COLLINS 

                    ��� James William Harold COLLINS, b. 2000 

Part of Inquest proceedings into 
the death of James Collins 

 
Coroner’s Inquest, Colony of Victoria. 
 
Deposition of Witness 
 
To Wit The Examination of William Jones of Barkly, 
taken on oath this twelfth day of May ad 1869 at 
Barkley before the undersigned, a Coroner in the said 
Colony 
  
This Deponent William Jones on his oath saith as fol-
lows: 
 
I am a legally? ? Medical practioner and reside at 
Landsborough.  I have ? ? the body of the deceased.  I 
saw no marks of violence with the exception of a slight 
abrasion of the nose.  The deceased is a male, appears 
to be about 40 years old.  I saw nothing to lead me to 
suppose that death resulted from violence.  Death 
might have been caused by drowning.  I think the body 
has been dead for about a week. 
 
(Signed) Wm Jones, Witness 
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Ag Lab Cottages 
 
The majority of men who emigrated on 

the Marion were agricultural labourers (ag 
labs) from all over the British Isles.  Their 
dwellings in their home counties were likely 
to be primitive by today's standards and 
only a relative few remain today.  Those 
that remain in good condition are much 
sort-after today and have been upgraded to 
attractive and comfortable cottages. 

The typical construction of “ag lab” cot-
tages was either "wattle and daub" or "cob", 
although because of the greater cost of 
"wattle and daub", these were more likely to 
be the cottages of the yeoman class rather 
than the ag lab.  But there is evidence that 
both methods of construction were used by 
ag labs. 

"wattle and daub" was a common method 
of constructing hut walls here in early South  
Australia where the "wattles" were vertical 
staves, interlaced with branches to form the 
foundation for the "daub", a combination of 

soil, clay, straw, etc. to form a hard-setting 
surface.  It seems likely that the method was 
brought from the British Isles as it was com-
mon there.  The common name for species 
of Acacia is "wattle" and perhaps this deve l-
oped because, after clearing, the "pioneer" 
Acacia species commonly germinated and 
grew in dense clumps encouraging tall thin 
growth which would be suited to the 
"wattles" in "wattle and daub" hut construc-
tion.  

The word "cob" comes from an old Eng-
lish root meaning a lump or rounded mass.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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had asked my grandparents about their fami-
lies and childhood, but never actually got 
around to documenting any of it until Peter 
and I announced our engagement on 16th 
March 1999.  Nana and Pa were thrilled, as 
they liked Peter very much.  At this time Nana 
pointed out that both of her grandmothers' 
names were also Collins.  Her father's mother 
was Jane Collins and her mother's mother 
Harriet Collins. 

Well, this was enough to finally spur me 
into action.  I finally wrote down all the infor-
mation Nana and Pa could give me on both 
their families and followed that up with sev-
eral visits to the state library.  And thank 
goodness I did.  Sadly, less than a month 
later, Pa suddenly passed away.  I will always 
be grateful that I didn't leave my search any 
longer, as he was able to answer questions, 
before he died, that no index or bunch of cer-
tificates would have been able to.  Naturally, 
Nana was, as we all were, devastated by the 
loss.  And sadly, before Christmas, she had 
gone too.  Losing them had left a great hole in 
my life, which I quickly filled with research.  I 
systematically traced all the branches of my 
family tree and that of my future husband's." 

Kerry went on to describe the further re-
search she conducted, including that described 
in the previous Collins article.  Well done, 
Kerry!       � 

 
 
 

View towards Salisbury in Wiltshire, with storm clouds 
looming.  The Salisbury Cathedral, one of the most 
beautiful in England, soars into the sky with its 404 
feet spire, the tallest in England.  The River Avon is in 
the foreground.  James and Louisa were married in 
this splendid Cathedral. 

This cottage at Winterbourne Dauntsey near 
Salisbury in Wiltshire is of cob construction with a 
thatched roof.  It was built in early to mid 18th 
century. 
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Cob building uses hands and feet to form 
lumps of earth (sometimes including chalk) 
mixed with sand, clay, straw and water.  The 
walls are built layer by layer upon a stone 
base to the required height.  Properly made, 
such walls are self-supporting and load-
bearing.  Homes are cool in summer, warm in 
winter. 

 Cob walls are susceptible to rain and frost 
and a plaster seal on the outside walls is es-
sential.  A well-sealed Cob cottage with a 
good roof is  resistant to rain and cold making 
it ideally suited to cold climates.  The tradi-
tional roof is of thatch with a good overhang 
to shed water from the wall.  The appearance 
of thatching appears to vary between counties; 
those in Wiltshire have been described as 
resembling a “crusty loaf” 

Well maintained, such construction can 
last centuries, but when abandoned, the 
thatch soon falls in and opens the walls to 
the weather and then the walls soon col-
lapse.  My own ag lab ancestors' cottages 
in Berwick St Leonard in Wiltshire have 
disintegrated completely, some unevenness 
in the green field being the only sign of 
their past existence. 

Because the walls had to be built in 
stages with a drying out period of 2 to 3 
weeks in between, each stage adding about 
2 feet to the height, the whole of the sum-
mer period could be taken up with wall 
construction and then as much as 1 to 2 
years was needed before drying out was 
complete.  So cottage building was a long 
term matter and commonly the responsibil-
ity of the landowner.  Wiltshire historian 
Mark Baker refers to cottage building in 
his work "From Wiltshire to Australia 

1851" when giving the background to the for-
mation of the Wiltshire Emigration Associa-
tion, whose main proponent was Lord Bruce 
from the Savernake Estate.  Baker mentions 
"…Bruce referred to cottage-building as 'that 
greatest of all burdens to the landlord', and 
his attitude is typical; for only model land-
owners like the Duke of Wellington built 
plenty of cottages and built them well…". and 
"…Bruce's long list [of recommended immi-
grants] does indeed make one wonder whether 
his main motive in creating the Association 
was to get young men on the Savernake estate 
off to Australia before they married and 
wanted cottages…"  So again, the welfare of 
the ag lab and his family was almost com-
pletely at the mercy of the landowner who 
employed him.     � 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:      (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 
produced by Beverley Matthews.  Ac-
cess at <www.users.on.net/esmarion>. 

If you know of someone who has an 
interest in the “Marion Family” 
history and would like to get paper 
copies of these periodicals as they 
are published, invite the person to 
send name, address and a book of 10 
stamps to the editor. 

These beautiful cottages are in Marten, Wiltshire and 
while the method of construction is not known, they ap-
pear to be of similar construction to “cob” cottages built 
in the late 18th century found on web sites.  English au-
thor W. H. Hudson wrote a rather famous book “A Shep-
herds Life” and his main character lived in Marten, given 
a fictitious name in the book. 


