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who emigrated from Wiltshire with his brother 
John.  The two brothers were single at the time of 
the voyage, 20 and 19 years old respectively, and 
left from the village of Manningford.  Both had 
been born at Pewsey and had been employed as 
farm labourers. 

Robert lives in Melbourne as does his brother 
Ian and they have provided information on the 
family back in Wiltshire as well as later in Austra-
lia. 

William Henry and John were sons of George 
Gale, (1807-1877) and Charlotte Grimes (1807-
1874) and grandsons of John Gale (1765-1830) 
and Mary Wild (1780-?).  Grandfather John Gale 
was a man of some substance in the area, illus-
trated by extracts from his will, wherein he 
bequeathed to his wife, Mary Gale, "…all that 
freehold house and garden at Wootton Rivers 
[another village in the vicinity of Pewsey] in the 
occupation of William Savage at Wootton 
Rivers for her natural life if she should remain 
my widow and if she should marry then the 
said house and garden to be sold and equally 
divided amongst my children. I give and 
bequeath to my dear wife Mary Gale all the 
goods and chattels whole and solely at the 
Seven Stars Inn at Bottlesford and to carry on 
the business in her own name as long as she 
thinks it will answer or as long as she remains 
my widow and if she the said Mary Gale my 
wife should marry the goods and chattels of 
every description to be sold and equally 
divided amongst my said children…".  The 
Seven Stars Inn is shown on the maps on page 3 
and Ian Gale found the pub on a visit to the area 
and was able to have a few drinks there. 

John Gale's son George and Charlotte Grimes 
were married in a church at Woodborough.  
George was employed as a sawyer in the area.  
The Wiltshire Gale family appears to have lived in 
the same area for generations.  The villages of 
Woodborough and Bottlesford are shown in the 
page 3 maps while Manningford, Pewsey  and 
Wootton Rivers are nearby, but not shown. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Editorial 
 
While viewing the recent television se-

ries "Victoria and Albert", a scene including 
the "Great Exhibition" reminded me of a 
reference made to the occasion by histo-
rian Mark Baker in his article on the 1851 
emigration from Wiltshire. 

His article referred to emigrants sup-
ported by the Wiltshire Emigration Asso-
ciation and their departure for Australia on 
six different ships during 1851.  The rele-
vant excerpt is:  "The last party to leave, 
in June, [the Statesman to Victoria and 
the Navarino to South Australia] was de-
layed at Exeter for 2 1/2 hours by the 
large number of excursion trains taking 
people from the west country to Lon-
don and back for the Great exhibi-
tion….but it seems ironic that agricul-
tural labourers and their families 
should have been held up on their way 
out of the country to escape poverty 
and unemployment by crowds of ex-
cursioners who could afford to pay for 
the return journey to London to see the 
wonders of Victorian technology." 

This "Wiltshire" issue includes the Gale 
family article and an 'ag lab' ditty of mid-
19th Century. 

 

Gale Brothers, Emigrants 
 
Those of us who attended the 150th Anniver-

sary celebrations at Edithburgh last year would 
have noted the presence of Robert Gale, who 
had made a detailed study of all things 'Marion' 
and had brought along a most comprehensive 
portfolio of information. 

Robert is a descendant of William Henry Gale 
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Friday afternoon, about 3 o’clock, to a young 
man named John Gale, who was accompany-
ing Mr. Buchanan for a load of water.  He got 
upon the top of the cask, and the mare saw 
him over the winkers, it is supposed, and 
started forward, when he tried to get down, 
but lost his footing and fell upon the wheel, 
which carried him down and passed over his 

chest, inflicting severe internal injuries.  Dr. 
Herbert was soon in attendance, who did eve-
rything that medical skill could suggest for the 
poor man, but without avail, for he expired 
shortly before 6 o’clock the same evening…".  
The report includes a reference to treatment for 
the injury, leeches and blood-letting! 

John's brother, William Henry, was in South 
Australia up to about the time of his brother's 
death, for he bought some land at Kingston Town 
in Noarlunga in 1856.  But 6 years later he was in 
Victoria, for in July 1862 he married Ellen Griffin 
at St.Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Geelong.  
He was described as a labourer on the marriage 
certificate. 

After marriage he and Ellen moved to the 
'gold-rush' area near Ballarat, but it is not known 
if he joined the search for gold.  What is known is 
that he became a Cobb&Co. coach driver in the 
area before setting up his own business in Talbot 
in the Bendigo/Ballarat area. 

He and Ellen lived in Talbot until Ellen died in 
1897 from "a malignant liver disease" and was 
buried in the Amherst Cemetery in Talbot.  Wil-
liam Henry died some eight years later in 1905 
from "Paralysis Agitans and Exhaustion".  He also 
was buried at Talbot in the same cemetery as El-
len. 

Family research found an obituary to William 
Henry in the local newspaper, the 'Talbot Leader' 
as follows: 

(Continued on page 3) 

(Continued from page 1) 
It is not known what prompted the two broth-

ers to emigrate, but it would seem that as both 
were described as farm labourers on the list of 
emigrants supported by the Wiltshire Emigration 
Association, they probably suffered from the 
same malaise as other "ag labs" in southern Wilt-
shire at the time. 

So the brothers 
decided to emigrate.  
Like so many of the 
other emigrants later 
in Australia, it is 
likely that William 
Henry and John were 
employed in labour-
ing jobs for the first 
few years after the 
Marion rescue.  For 
John, tragedy was to 
strike, as described 
in the following ed-
ited excerpts of an 
accident report in 
1857:  "…A fatal 
accident happened 
at Tapley’s Hill on 

Descendancy Chart of Richard Gale 
 

Richard Gale, b. 1668, d. 1748, bur. 1748 

· 
· 
George Gale, b. 1807 Beechingstoke,Woodborough, Wiltshire, 
+Charlotte Grimes, b. 1807 Woodborough, Wiltshire, 
���William Henry Gale, b. 1830 Bottlesford, Wiltshire 
�  +Ellen Griffin, b. 1836 Galway 
�  ����Thomas Gale, b. 1869 Talbot, Victoria 
�      +Kate Pattinson, b. 1867 Bunninyong, Victoria 
�      ����Henry Borrow Gale, b. 1901 Melbourne, Victoria 
�          +May Mateer, b. 1901 
�          ����Robert Henry Gale 
�          ����Ian William Gale 
�              +Janice Marie Walker 
���John Gale, b. 1832, d. 1857 
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Maldon, and the other (Mrs R. J. Turnbull) 
lives in Maryborough.  Deceased was 75 years 
of age.  The funeral took place on Saturday 
last, and .... there were a goodly number 
present to show a last mark of respect for the 
deceased.  The remains were interred in the 
Church of England portion of the Amherst 

(Continued on page 4) 

 (Continued from page 2) 
"The death of yet another very old and 

respected resident of Talbot has to be 
chronicled.  Mr W. H. Gale, the well known  
mail contractor, breathed his last on Friday 
evening, 13th inst.  The deceased had not been 
in good health for some time past, and his 
death was not 
unexpected.  Mr 
Gale had resided in 
Talbot for about 50 
years, and was 
highly respected.  In 
the early days he was 
connected with Cobb 
and Co's line of 
coaches, and "Harry 
Gale" was a very 
f a m i l i a r  n a m e  
amongst, not only 
travellers, but many 
others. He leaves a 
grown up family of 
six sons and two 
daughters to mourn 
their loss, all but two 
of whom (Mr A. 
Gale, newsagent, 
and Mr W. Gale who 
has been looking 
after his fathers 
business for some 
time past) reside in 
other parts.  Of sons 
who have left Talbot, 
one ( Mr E. Gale ) is 
engaged in the 
Postal Department 
in Western Australia,  
the others being 
various parts of the 
State: whilst one 
d a u g h t e r  ( M r s  
Warren)  resides at 
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(Continued from page 3) 
Cemetery, ...". 

The descendants of William 
Henry and Ellen have mainly 
established themselves in 
V i c t o r i a ,  a l t h o u g h 
representatives can be found in 
Western Australia and 
Queensland.  Thomas (1869-
1933), son of William Henry 
and grandfather to Robert and 
Ian, was employed by the 
Footscray Gas Works and 
later ran newsagencies.  With 
the help of two daughters and a 
son he developed a clothing 
manufacturing business and 
family members later 
developed businesses in that 
industry.  One of his daughters 
Anne Rita (1892-1975) 
became a nursing sister and in 
about 1930 went to England 
and later, during the war years, 
was involved in child care and 
arranging the transfer of 
children from the south of 
England to safer locations.  She 
returned to Australia in 1947. 

Other descendants became 
involved in fire brigade, real 
estate, clothing and automotive 
industries.  One wonders what 
William Henry's thoughts would 
be if he was able to return to 
see the modern world of his 
descendants.     � 

 
 

 
 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:     (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 

If you know of someone who has an 
interest in the “Marion Family” 
history and would like to get paper 
copies of these periodicals as they 
are published, invite the person to 
send name, address and a book of 10 
stamps to the editor. 

The Turnip Hoer 
 
 
Historians tell us that social conditions of the day can often be as-

sessed by noting the nursery rhymes, songs and ditties of the region.  
This one was from Wiltshire in mid-19th Century and probably re-
ferred to a beetle plague on the turnip crops.    

 
'Twere on a jolly zummer's day, the twenty-fust o' May, 
John Scroggins took his turmut-hoe, wi' thic he trudged away: 
"Now zome volks they likes haymakin', and some they vancies mowin' 
But of all the jobs as I likes best, gi'e I the turmut-hoein'." 
     Chorus 
                   The vly, the vly, 
                   The vly be on the turmut 
                   'Tis all me eye 
                   Fer I to try 
                   To keep vly off the turmut. 
"The fust place as I went to work, it were wi' Varmer Gower: 
Who vowed and swore as how I were a fust-rate turmut-hoer; 
The second place I went to work, they paid I by the job - 
But if I'd knowed a little 'afore, I'd sooner a' bin in quod." 
     Chorus 
                   The vly, the vly, 
                   The vly be on the turmut 
                   'Tis all me eye 
                   Fer I to try 
                   To keep vly off the turmut. 
The last place as I went to work, they sent for I a-mowin', 
I sent word back, I'd sooner take the zack, than gi'e up turmut-hoein'! 
Now all you jolly varmer chaps wot bides at home so warm - 
I'll now conclude my ditty wi' a-wishing you no harm." 
     Chorus 
                   The vly, the vly, 
                   The vly be on the turmut 
                   'Tis all me eye 
                   Fer I to try 
                   To keep vly off the turmut. 
 
The key words are fly (beetle) and turnip. 
 


