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_______________________________________________________

STRANDING OF THE “MARION,”
EMIGRANT SHIP.

__________

At a late hour last night we received a despatch from
our shipping reporter, stating that at 8 p.m. he had just
received intelligence of the stranding, on Troubridge
Shoal, a large emigrant ship (supposed to be the
Marion, chartered by the commissioners some time
previous to March last, and duly announced by us in
accordance with the English advices).   A gentleman,
named Briggs, is said to have brought to the Port the
first intelligence of the disaster, and the Government
schooner has been promptly ordered to start at once
with supplies and assistance.   Our reporter has very
properly determined to go down also.   We can rely on
his transmitting the earliest possible intelligence, and it
shall be given to our readers without a moment’s
unnecessary delay.   We have reason to believe that no
lives have been lost, and that ample assistance will be
promptly afforded in order to ensure the safe removal
of the passengers to Port Adelaide, and facilitate the
salvage of whatever may be recoverable of the
passengers’ effects or the cargo.  Our impressions are
unfavourable as to the ultimate recovery of the ship.
We must not forget to mention that Mr. Briggs had
arranged for the necessaries for those who may want
them on board the stranded ship, or who may have
landed from her.   While our reporter’s despatch was
yet on the way to our office, Mr. Daniels, from Messrs.
Solomon’s City Auction Mart, obligingly
communicated to us some particulars of the disaster,
which were precisely similar to those transmitted to us
by special messenger.   The Marion is a ship of 919
tons, under the command of Captain Kissock, and
sailed from Plymouth on the 24th March.

________________

The South Australian Register
Adelaide:  Saturday,  August 2,  1851

_______________________________________________________

WRECK OF THE SHIP “MARION” ON
TROUBRIDGE SHOAL

____________

The first intimation of this unfortunate catastrophe was,
as we stated yesterday, brought to town by a gentleman
of the name of Briggs, who resides at Mr. Burrowes’s
station, in the neighbourhood of Rapid Bay.   On
Wednesday evening three sailors reached the station,
stating they were part of the crew of the long-boat,
which had abandoned the wreck of the Marion on the
previous night.   Mr. Briggs immediately made search
along the coast for the place where the boat’s crew had
landed, but so rocky and inaccessible was the place that
Mr. Briggs spent the night in fruitless attempts to find

it.   He discovered the unfortunate people however
early next morning.   The party consisted of 9 women,
10 children, 3 sailors, and 2 male emigrants, and
notwithstanding the exposure to which they had been
subjected were not suffering to any great degree.   Mr.
Briggs having previously made arrangements for
supplying them with provisions, started to bring the
information to Adelaide, and rode the distance, about
63 miles, in 7 ½ hours: an instance of expedition
which, under the circumstances, does him the greatest
credit.   On his way to town he learnt the fact that
another boat with from 40 to 60 people had reached
Cape Jervis.  The information Mr. Briggs had acquired
he communicated to the Police-station at Willunga, and
to His Excellency immediately on his arrival in
Adelaide: in consequence of which the Government
schooner Yatala , with Captain Lipson on board,
together with three other smaller vessels – the Venus,
the Joseph Lee Archer, and the Phoebe – put to sea at
daylight yesterday morning: one to proceed to Cape
Jervis, and the others to the wreck.
     During the day, the Maid-of-the-Mill, a small
coasting schooner, which happily had sighted the
wreck and gone to their assistance, arrived at the Port,
bringing the captain and 150 of the emigrants, with part
of the luggage.   The emigrants having received proper
attention from Captain Butler, were forwarded to town.
    The Marion went on shore about 10 o’clock on
Tuesday night, the weather being hazy at the time.
Captain Kissock says the reef is not laid down on his
charts, and speaks of the current as being exceedingly
rapid.   We can only wonder that commanders of
vessels who know they are in the neighbourhood of
such dangers as Troubridge Shoal do not use the very
necessary precaution to make constant use of their
lead-line.   In the absence of a light, such a course is
essential where the currents have so much strength, as
several disasters in the Gulf have already shown them
to possess.   At the time the Captain left his ship, the
water had reached (we are informed) within six inches
of the main-deck: and there is little doubt she will
become a total wreck: though it may be hoped the
vessels which have gone down to her may succeed in
preserving a portion of the luggage.   There had been
six deaths and nine births during the passage.
    If the emigrants who left in the long-boat, and are
reported to have landed at Cape Jervis be safely
recovered, no lives will have been lost, and the whole
number of those on board will be accounted for.   The
following are the names of those who landed at Yoho
Bay, near Rapid Bay, as kindly supplied us by Mr.
Briggs:- David Baves, wife and child; Mrs. Williams,
Mrs. Gale and two children; T. Irving, wife and child;
Mrs. Hinds and two children; Mrs. Burke and two
children; and M. Work and Hannah Stephens, single
women.
    The full list of cargo, with the passengers’ names,
will be found below:-
   Passengers per Marion  – James and Jane Abzac and two
children, John Buck, Isaac Butler, Edward and Rosina
Beavis, David and Ann Bew and infant, John and Margaret
Bennie and two children, John and Jessie Cowley, Cain
Chapman, James Colbodie, Samuel Cotton, Alex. and
Isabella Cullen and child, James Cook, John and Mary
Dennison, Maria Dawson, Thomas and Elizabeth Filshead
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and two children, Saml. Goroman, Joseph and Mary Hassen
and son, W. Hannion, John and Margaret Haddle and four
children, Thomas and Ann Johnson and three children, Jacob
and Eliza Thompson and three children, Thomas and Mary
Irvine and two children, James and Elizabeth Lampie and
seven children, George and Ann Middleton and six children,
Arthur Moore, Hector and Margaret McKenzie and child,
Charles and Jane McDonald and two children, Mary and Jane
McReady, John McKenzie, Mary Mitchell, Arthur and
William T. Poole, Benjamin Preston, John Porter, Edward
Rowland, Charles Robinson, Benjamin Rich, John and Ann
Reed, John Robinson, Sarah Skinner, Fanny and Isabella
Serurier, Hannah Stephen, James Turrel, Rose Sainders, Wm.
Saunders, Wm. Vincent, Elizabeth Welbourne, James Wallis,
Alex. and Margaret Williamson and child, Wemys, Euphemia
and Margaret Wilson, Wm. Arney, Saml. and Jane Abbott,
Sylvan and Elizabeth Baker, Joseph Blizzard, Elizabeth
Brown, John and Ellen Bowden and two children, John and
Louisa Betass and child, William Margaret and Thomas
Burton, Matthew Mary Isabella and Eleanor Mitchell, Mary
Burke, Robert and Emma Benjamin, Daniel and Mary Charle,
John and Jane Cassidy and child, David and Amelia
Chamberlain and child, George and Sarah Cannon, James and
Louisa Collins and child, Thos. Poulton, Ambrose Phillips,
Elizabeth Pryce, Fred Rogers, Anthony and Bridget Ryan and
four children, Maria Strickland, Stephen Smith  wife and
three children, John Stay wife and child, Wm. and Thomas
Stayt, W. Shawd, Mary and Francis Stewart, Raphael Smith,
Wm. and Ellen Summer and child, C. Ellen and Ann Turner,
Wm. and Mary Thomas, Samuel Jones, Gally Thenatle,
Thomas and Mary Irvine, Thomas Rachael and Henry Watts,
Thomas and Maria Williams and three children, John Webb,
James Weston, Daniel White, Kaios and Eliza Caines and
three children, William Cox, John and Ellen Comos and four
children, Bridget Comyn, Eliza Cullen, Mary and Thomas
Curry, Adam and Louisa Chandler and child, Hester and
David Davis, James Drunse, Jas. and Fanny Dew, Margt.
Elen Bridget and Olivia Davoreu, Henry James Fisher,
Elizabeth Frewer, Wm. Fauston, James Fishlock, Isaac Grey
wife and children, John Gale, William H. Gale, Thomas and
Jane Guest and four children, William Eliza and James
Hiscock, Henry and Sarah Hadd and three children, George
and Harriett Hailstone and five children, Ellen Holly, Henry
and Margaret Hodgkesson, Mary Kennedy, Joseph Fetham
wife and child, G. Syley, Ellen Hodgkins, Paul and Emma
Harrey, William Harris, Thomas and Honora Thynes and two
children, John Elizabeth Harris and child, John and Lucy
Harris and child, Joseph and Alice Jennings, John and
Thomas Jordan and child, John Gurtrude Siddicoat Bryant,
Mary Lenord, Henry and Hannah Lock and six children,
Patrick Larkey, James Sollin, Henry and Seal Siddon and
three children, James and Mary Manshells, James and Sarah
Matthews and five children, Patrick Mackay, Jane and
William Wadden, J. Newman, George Naish, Thomas
Madduck, John and Catherine Newman and four children,
John and Johanna O’Connor and four children, Joseph and
Mary Preston and two children, William and Keziel Pearce
and four children.       Total 350 souls – 290 ¼  statute adults.
   Cargo of the Marion  – 20 bundles steel, 6 cases, 19 casks, 3
hhds. Hardware, 33 bundles, 14 kegs nails, 2 casks, 1 case, 1
bundle, C. and F. J. Beck;  8 packages, Anderson;  20 kegs
nails, Lanyon and Harris;  6 anvils, 1 case, 1 cask hardware,
Lanyon and Harris;  3 boxes, order;  200 tons patent fuel,
40,000 fire bricks, 800 furnace doors, G.S. Walters;  191 cart
bushes, Lanyon and Harris;  15 tons iron, 20 kegs nails, 234
tons coals, G.S. Walters;  1 box, D. Melville;  5 pockets hops,
200 battens, Anderson; 4 casks wine, order.

______________________

    It has been suggested by an old and benevolent
colonist that the inhabitants of the province should be
prompt in their efforts to alleviate the distress and in
some measure to repair the fortunes of the unhappy
emigrants who have been deprived of their all by the
late calamitous wreck.   A general contribution,
however small the individual amounts, would go far
towards placing the unfortunate creatures in a position
to earn their future livelihood by honest industry.
Some efforts should unquestionably be made to
provide them with clothes and with lodgings more
suitable than the Government possess; and as the
colony has now fairly embarked on the experiment of
the Voluntary system, we trust none will be backward,
now that so urgent an occasion requires their aid.   The
gentleman whose benevolent suggestion we have
adopted has at once put into our hands a contribution
which we have this morning forwarded to the
Emigration Agent; and we need scarcely add that we
shall be most happy to receive at this office any further
subscriptions for the benefit of the sufferers by the
wreck of the Marion.

_________________________

SINS OF OMISSION
______________

The English, as a nation, it is said, only feel but do not
see.   The wreck of the Marion affords an unhappy
instance of the truth of the adage as applied to
ourselves.   Had the duty of protecting life and property
been recognised in 1849 by the Committee appointed
to provide for the security of vessels navigating the
Gulf – had such a duty been recognised as one superior
to all considerations of the pitiful economy which
would measure the operations of Government with the
same scruple as dictates the expenditure of a miserable
huckster, the colony might have been saved the
unhappiness of witnessing the fresh disaster which
occurs in the wreck of the Marion.   The subjoined
correspondence is an illustration of the services
rendered the colony by such an Institution as the
Chamber of Commerce.   The forcible terms in which
they some months ago urged the necessity of a light on
Troubridge Shoal would have ensured the immediate
execution of the work, had the late Nominee Council
possessed more of the mercantile information and
ability which, on the Committee alluded to, found its
only representation in the “dissent” of Mr. Morphett.
    The imperative necessity of the work will now be
recognised.   The winter, we trust, will not be allowed
to pass without the recommendation of the Chamber of
Commerce being carried into effect:-
                        Chamber of Commerce, 28th February, 1851.
  “Sir – The attention of the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce having lately been directed to the navigation of
St. Vincent’s Gulf, they feel themselves called upon to lose
no time in bringing under the notice of His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor the damage to which vessels are
exposed from the position of Troubridge Shoal – off the
western shore of the Gulf – the many instances which have
occurred from time to time of vessels bound to or from Port
Adelaide having sustained injury there, calling urgently for
the adoption of some effectual means of insuring their future
safety as far as practicable.   These, it is believed, would have
Adelaide :  Saturday,  August  2,  1851………………….continued
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been taken before this time, but for a too prevalent idea that
the Shoal is so well known that an accident can only occur
through negligence on the part of those to whom the
navigation of vessels is entrusted.   This idea is most
erroneous.   No survey of the Shoal has been made since the
time of Flinders; and it stands on the best charts of the
present day just as it was laid down by him from his hasty
and imperfect examination in the year 1802, although its
features are known to have altered materially during the half
century that has since elapsed, there being a new island
covered with vegetation on the spot marked by him ‘as dry at
low water;’ and it was nor until the disastrous wreck of the
Sultana , in October, 1849, that the existence of an extensive
reef on the southern margin of the Shoal became generally
known.
     “Ships coming from the westward are accustomed to give
the Shoal a wide berth, on account of there being no
conspicuous object to warn them of the danger.   In the winter
season, when strong westerly winds prevail, this precaution
may be the means of leading them into another danger,
instances having occurred of vessels having during the night
or in the morning got on a lee-shore without sufficient canvas
to work off.   There is every reason to believe that the wreck
of the Tigress was owing to this cause; and the case of the
Jane may also be named, she having been compelled to bring
up in shallow water, and throw part of her cargo overboard.
If a light were placed on the Shoal, ships would be enabled to
round it as closely as prudence would allow, and so in heavy
weather get at once into smooth water, where they might
heave-to for the night, and run with safety for the usual
anchorage in the morning.   With regard to outward-bound
vessels, it has often happened that, after shaping a course out
of the Gulf on the supposition that they were sufficiently to
the southward to clear the Shoal, they have been carried upon
it by the strong current running through Backstairs Passage.
    “A further advantage which would be derived from placing
a light on the Shoal, would be providing of another place of
refuge for outward-bound vessels meeting, as is sometimes
the case, with strong westerly gales.   At present they can run
for Point Marsden, or some other place in Kangaroo Island;
but they would have the choice of riding out the gale under
the lee of Yorke’s Peninsula, in smooth water, with perfect
safety; and the easterly winds would be found seldom, if
ever, sufficiently strong to prevent them from getting under
weigh, and proceeding to sea from thence without difficulty.
    “For the above and other reasons the Committee beg to
urge earnestly upon the Government the necessity for at once
taking the requisite measures for placing a light on
Troubridge Shoal.
                                       “JOHN BAKER, Chairman.
                                       “ GEO. ELDER, Deputy Chairman.
                                       “ D. MELVILLE, Secretary.
“To the Hon. C. Sturt, Colonial Secretary.”

______

                           “Colonial Secretary’s Office, May 22, 1851.
  “Sir – I have the honour to request that you will express to
the Committee of Management of the Chamber of commerce
my great regret that their communication of the 25th February
last, on the subject of the necessity for a light on Troubridge
Shoal should have remained so long unanswered the
document having been unfortunately, mixed up with other
papers in my office, and thus overlooked.
    “I have the honour to inform you, that the letter in question
was, by the Lieutenant-Governor’s directions, referred to the
Harbour-Master,

______________________________________________

S. A. Gazette and Mining JournalS. A. Gazette and Mining Journal

Adelaide : Saturday,  August 2,  1851
____________________________________________

The loss of the Marion, Emigrant Ship, upon Troubridge Shoal:-

    We regret to have to report the total loss of the
migrant ship Marion, from Plymouth, 24th March, on
the Troubridge Shoal.   Fortunately, no lives have been
lost, and the passengers and crew are happily saved..
there were 360 passengers on board, young and old.
Monday night about 9 o’clock, the unfortunate ship
was beating up the Gulf with a moderate breeze from
the north, when she suddenly grounded on the outer
reef of the Troubridge Shoal.   The lead had been hove
about five minutes before she struck without finding
bottom in 20 fathoms.   Immediately on the ship
striking, Captain Kissock whose conduct the
passengers we have spoken with, represent as beyond
all praise, not only during the voyage but in the trying
emergency just recorded, ordered out the boats, and
succeeded in landing safely all the women and children
and a large number of the men.   Yesterday, about one
hundred of the migrants reached the Port in the Maid-
of-the-Mill; two parties are reported to be at Cape
Jervis, and Rapid Bay, and the Yatala, Venus and
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Flying Dutchman proceeded from the Port to the Shoal
yesterday morning, so that the probability is that in the
course of this day or tomorrow all the passengers will
be landed at the Port.   The vessel herself is a total
wreck – the water being up to her main deck.   The
following is the manifest of her cargo:-
   20 bundles, 7 cases, 21 casks, 3 hhds, 4 kegs, C. &
F.J. Beck; 11 crates, 3 herces, 240 tons patent fuel, 800
furnace doors, order; 1 box, David Melville; 26 bars,
30 bundles iron, 2 kegs bas nails, 6 anvils, 190 boxes, 1
cask, 1 case, Banyon and Harris; 264 tons coal,
Valrent, Robin & Co.; 3 boxes, 1 malt screen,
Anderson & Edwards.

_______________

The South Australian Register
Adelaide :  Monday,  August 4,  1851

August 2nd – The Government schooner Yatala, Captain
Lipson R.N. arrived from Yorke’s Peninsula, with 90
emigrants from the Marion.

_____________________

LOSS OF THE MARION

FURTHER PARTICULARS
___________

At daylight on Friday morning, the Government
schooner Yatala  and the schooner Venus were towed
out by steam-tug.   Captain Lipson very kindly
permitted our Shipping Reporter to accompany him in
the Yatala , and we thus obtained the following
particulars:-
    The Shoal was reached at 12 o’clock, and the
Marion found deserted, but still upright.   The rudder
had been knocked away, and the water was nearly up to
the main-decks.   Whilst discussing the propriety of
going over to Cape Jervis in the Yatala, with the
expectation of finding some of the passengers there, a
boat most opportunely arrived from Yorke’s Peninsula,
bringing information that 200 of the emigrants were
landed on that shore.   The Yatala consequently
proceeded to the Peninsula, after having expeditiously
loaded the Venus and Frolic with as much of the
emigrants’ luggage as could be got out.   The Yatala,
having been blown off the land in a squall anchored for
the night about six miles from the spot where the
emigrants had been located.
    Early on the following morning a landing was
effected, and about 90 of the emigrants, with the
luggage belonging to them, were found at a house of
Mr. Bowden’s, near one of his stations.   The emigrants
and some of the crew were taken on board the Yatala
and brought up to the Port.   The mates and a boat’s
crew were left behind to ensure the saving of as much
luggage as possible.   On board the Yatala, liberal
supplies of eatables and drinkables were served out,
and on Saturday evening, when the arrival at Port
Adelaide took place, the emigrants were kindly

accommodated for the night in the spacious room in
Mr. Newman’s iron store, lately used as a temporary
church during the building of the new church of St.
Paul.   Our reporter concluded his narrative under the
impression that about 50 emigrants chiefly women and
children, were still unaccounted for, though believed to
have reached Cape Jervis, to which point the Yatala
sailed again on Saturday afternoon with the Captain of
the Marion on board.   We had scarcely prepared the
foregoing particulars for the press when we were
favoured with a visit by the indefatigable Mr. Briggs,
who had arrived from the South with information of
which we now proceed to state the substance.
    Our kind-hearted informant, who left Adelaide on
Saturday, at half past 3 p.m., arrived at Grant’s,
Myponga, at 11 o’clock that night, and there found, to
his great surprise and delight, the emigrants who had
landed at Cape Jervis and Rapid Bay.
     They had been forwarded by several bullock-drays,
and received every attention and kindness at the
respective stations on their way.   On Sunday morning
Mr. Briggs, assisted by Mr. Odgers, of Willunga, and
another trooper of the mounted constabulary, prepared
the shipwrecked emigrants for the resumption of their
journey to Adelaide, and started them soon after 9
o’clock.   Mr. Briggs accompanied them to within a
mile or so of Loud’s Hill and, leaving them in charge
of the police, went on to Mr. Loud’s, where ample
provision was made for the unfortunate strangers, who
would also find that everything had been prepared for
them during the subsequent portion of the journey.
     We now come to some details of information which
have been only very imperfectly related.   The
unfortunates left the ship at about 9 o’clock on the
night of Tuesday the 29th July.   The sailors in charge
of the boat lay all night on their oars waiting anxiously
for the dawn.   At daylight land was visible, and, with
the aid of a quilt and a sheet used as sails, they soon
approached it, but on account of the rocks and breakers
they could not find an accessible point, although one of
the sailors had some acquaintance with the coast.   At
length, however, it became necessary to determine
upon the perilous attempt to land.   It would appear that
when the long-boat struck on the rocky shore of Cape
Jervis she stove in her bows; a second sea drove her
higher up on the rocks, and a third completely capsized
the boat.   This appalling debarkation occurred at about
a mile from the boat harbour of Cape Jervis.   In this
trying emergency, the bravery and promptitude of the
sailors were beyond all praise; they plunged into the
foaming billows, and, plucking up several children in
succession succeeded in saving every life.
    We append a list of the persons thus wonderfully
preserved:-
  David Bew, Ann Bew and one child, Margaret Bennie
and two children, Thomas Irvine, Mary Irvine and one
child, Hannah Stephens, Elizabeth Baker, Margaret
Burton, Ellen Burke and two children, Bridget Ryan,
Eliza Hiscock, Margaret Davoren, Bridget Davoren,
Ellen Davoren, Sarah Hudd and four children, Johanna
O’Connor and one child, Mrs. Burke, Mr. Burke, A.
Jordan and one child, Isabella Cullen and one child,
Elizabeth Filshead and two children, Margaret
McKenzie and one child, Maria Williams and three
children, Eliza Cams and four children, Gertrude
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Liddiard, Henry Hodge Risson, L. Collins and one
child, Bridget Cummins, Mary Harvey, Margaret
Worke, Emma Borgon, Ann Turner and one child,
Caroline Guy and one child, Maria Strickland, and
Mrs. Ann Johnson and three children.
    It now becomes our painful duty to state that one life
was lost on the land journey, under circumstances
which have been stated to us by Mr. Briggs.   On
passing a rough piece a rough piece of road near a
place known as “Stockyard Creek”, one of the drays
upset and a Mrs. Ann Johnson received bodily injuries
which proved fatal a few hours afterwards.   An infant
at her breast and her two other children miraculously
escaped almost unhurt; and the babe, now being
suckled by a fellow-passenger (Mrs. Felstead) is doing
well.
    The hapless mother was conveyed to the hospitable
residence of Mr. Randall, at Second Valley, Rapid Bay,
where every kindness was shown to the sufferer.   She
was quite sensible, and desired to be bled, a request
that was complied with, though without affording
much relief.   Restorative medicines were administered
in Mr. Randall’s presence, but every kindness proved
unavailing, and the patient died about 2 o’clock in the
morning.   Previous to her death Mrs. Johnson was free
from bodily pain and her composure of mind was
remarkable.   An inquest on the body was held by Mr.
Randall, J.P., and ex officio Coroner.   The cause of
death being so well known it was not deemed
necessary to summon a medical witness, and after the
inquest preparations for the interment were made by
order of Mr. Randall, who personally directed the
funeral arrangements.   The husband of the late Mrs.
Johnson, who had reached Adelaide, was separated
from his wife in the course of the hasty measures
rendered necessary by the sudden disaster, and the
melancholy tidings were communicated to him
yesterday.   If anything can alleviate his sorrow, it may
be the assurance that the last hours of his deceased wife
were soothed by the kind office of humanity, and her
remains decently interred.
    The generous devotedness of Mr. Briggs under the
afflicting circumstances we have detailed can only be
equalled by the anxious solicitude of Mr. Barrow, who
employed the greater part of one night in the trying and
dangerous endeavour to discover the whereabouts of
the shipwrecked women and children, and otherwise
evinced the most humane solicitude.
    Of the Marion’s respected commander, all the
passengers speak most highly, and it will doubtless
afford him some consolation to know that all his late
passengers escaped from the perils of the sea after the
catastrophe which we must deplore.
    In reference to the circumstances immediately
preceding the disaster, the statement made to us is,
“that the lead had been in constant use for sometime
previous, and that scarcely ten minutes before the
vessel struck the lead had been thrown without finding
bottom.”   It is further stated that when the Marion
struck she had five fathoms of water astern.   The
shock when the ship first grounded was so slight as
scarcely to have been felt by the passengers.

_________________

_____________________________________________________

The South Australian Register
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_____________________________________________________

THE LATE SHIPWRECK
______________

The disastrous occurrence of the loss of the Marion
upon Troubridge Shoal has exhibited in a very grievous
degree the effects of the remissness for which we have
so frequently, but in vain, reproached the Government,
in not providing accommodation for the reception of
the immigrant masses which may from time to time be
approaching our shores.   It is true this is the first time
that an emigrant vessel has been lost in the Gulf.   But
still the possibility of such a melancholy catastrophe
ought to have weighed sufficiently with the authorities
to constrain them to accede to the wishes of the public,
even if they thought that, when arriving safely in the
ordinary course, no such responsibility for the shelter
and sustenance of the immigrants lay at their doors.
According to the stipulations of the charter-parties or
contracts with the Commissioners, the emigrants are
entitled to remain on board or to be victualled on board
at the ship’s expense for a certain period.   This
arrangement is for the purpose of enabling them to
have a few days to look out for engagements and
lodgings.   But in a case like the present, where the
poor creatures escape from the wreck as best they can,
and find themselves suddenly cast ashore on the land of
their hopes and fears, with perhaps scarcely a change of
clothing, it does seem to be a monstrous defect in our
administrative arrangements, that there should be no
public place of refuge for them under such
circumstances.   The prospect which there now is of
emigration being carried on with redoubled activity,
and possibly even increasing to an unprecedented
extent, should entitle this subject to special
consideration at the present moment at the hands of our
representatives, and we will not despair of seeing such
an item either included in or proposed to be added to
the first estimates of expenditure that will be submitted
to our Legislative Council.
    But whatever may be the chance of a Government
institution for this particular object, the general feeling
as to the actual necessity of some such provision is
amply proved by the fact that the erection of a suitable
building, to be called “The Emigrants’ Home,” is one
of the principal immediate aims of the “Adelaide
Benevolent and Strangers’ Friend Society.”   The
claims of this Society’ upon the good wishes and the
liberal support of all classes of the community are of
the highest order.   We spoke of them when we gave a
report of the proceedings at its second annual meeting,
which took place on the 17th June last, and we avail
ourselves of this distressing accident, which has cast
such a gloom over this town for the last few days, to
again recommend it most cordially to the ability of the
affluent and the many other colonists whom
Providence has blessed with abundant measures of
success in their various pursuits.   Few tokens of
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gratitude for the blessings of prosperity are of a more
pleasing and useful kind than those which consist of
assistance rendered to public institutions founded for
the purpose of relieving the distressed and cheering the
stranger – and may we add, in a colony situated as this
is, comforting and encouraging and giving a Christian
welcome to the honest labouring immigrant from the
land we have ourselves left behind us, and his wife and
children, in the first anxious moments of their sojourn
in the land of their adoption.
    It has afforded us, therefore, very sincere pleasure to
learn from the respected Secretary of that Society, Mr.
William Ma’Guire, that that model of judicious
liberality, Captain William Allen, has just presented it
with a cheque for 100 pounds, of which 25 pounds is
the amount of Captain Allen’s annual subscription, and
75 pounds his contribution to the fund, for erecting the
“Emigrants’ Home.”   We are permitted to state also
that Mr. John Ridley will give the handsome amount of
100 pounds as a donation towards the “Emigrants’
Home,” and an annual subscription of 10 pounds for its
maintenance.   These are indeed noble examples of
proper sympathy with a noble cause, and we venture to
hope that many other of our liberal-minded and well-
to-do fellow-colonists will not be slack in manifesting
a like sense of their privileges and their duties.
     We may here mention that two of the members of
the Committee of the Strangers’ Friend Society, Mr.
Wm. Giles and Mr. Macdermott, put themselves in
communication with His Excellency early on Saturday
morning, on the subject of the sufferers by the wreck of
the Marion, and His Excellency having stated his
willingness to avail himself of the Society’s agency, a
Committee has been appointed of the following
members of the Society – Major Campbell, Mr. A.L.
Elder, Mr. Faulding, and Mr. Peter Cumming – to co-
operate with the Emigration Agent and the Surgeon-
Superintendent of the vessel, in ascertaining the nature
and amount of the losses sustained by the emigrants,
and in affording relief.   His Excellency has expressed
his intention, upon the requisition of this Committee, to
afford assistance, either in money or in clothes, to the
extent of the outfit required by the Commissioners at
home.   In the meantime they are supplied with rations
and with shelter at the Barracks lately built for the
Mounted Police, which fortunately happened to be
unoccupied.   We trust also the settlers will be prompt
in their applications, and will even strain a point to give
employment to the sufferers, so that the kindliness of
their reception among us may contrast favourably with
the ill omens which attended their arrival on our shore.

____________

In consequence of the Government having undertaken
to provide the required assistance for the sufferers by
the wreck of the Marion, we consider ourselves bound
to return to the generous donors the amounts which
were handed us specially for that object.

______________________

_________________________________________
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Two sermons were preached at Trinity Church on
Sunday last by Bishop Short, on behalf of the
shipwrecked immigrants by the Marion  (Aug 3, 1851).
          That in the morning was from Acts XXV111:
verse 2 – “And the barbarous people shewed us no
little kindness; for they kindles a fire, and received us
every one, because of the present rain, and because of
the cold.”
          That in the evening was from Matthew XXV:
verses 35 and 36 – “For I was an hungred, and ye gave
me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a
stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me;
I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye
came unto me.”
    The total amount collected was 21 pounds 2 shillings
6 pence, which is to be placed in the hands of the
Strangers’ Friend Society for distribution amongst the
sufferers.

________________________________

____________________________________________
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THE IMMIGRANTS PER “MARION”
________________________

We have received with great satisfaction the assurance
that most satisfactory determinations have resulted
from a correspondence between the City
Commissioners and the Government in reference to the
employment of some portion of the unfortunate
immigrants per Marion.   His Excellency has ordered
the necessary funds to enable the City Commissioners
to employ the applicants, upon the understanding that
repayment will not be required until the next City Rates
are collected.   This is not all.   The Government is to
provide a sum sufficient for the purchase of picks and
shovels for the immigrants, of whom about 50 will be
immediately put to work.   In order to make the
necessary arrangements a meeting was held at the
Board-room of the City commissioners yesterday,
when the Colonial Secretary, the Immigration Agent,
and the Auditor-General, and other Government
officials, met the Commissioners, and everything was
arranged in the most prompt and satisfactory manner.

_________________________
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TROUBRIDGE SHOAL AND CAPE
WILLOUGHBY

__________________________

TO THE  EDITOR OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REGISTER,
    Sir – Whatever the new Representative Council  may turn
out, the province may at least be congratulated on possessing
in the Chamber of Commerce a body of gentlemen not
merely wishing to act but capable of doing so (with effect, I
had nearly said, but alas, the executive department is not with
them).   No one who peruses their letter of the 28th February,
1851 (published in your paper of today), can fail of being
struck with the ability with which it is drawn up.   The
Government side make apparently a sad contrast.   One
official gentleman mixes the application up with other papers
and loses sight of it, and it remains unanswered until May,
and then the Chamber  receives for an answer that there is no
light nor likely to be one on Troubridge shoal, but that there
is a capital stone one on Cape Willoughby, 100 miles off; the
Harbour Master also replies, agreeing (as it was impossible
but that a sailor should) with the suggestions of the Chamber
of Commerce, but stating that Troubridge shoal was
sufficiently surveyed and could remain very well as it was.
Now, what is the real state of the matter?   As the Chamber
justly observes, there is no survey of the Shoal (for what is a
survey without publicity) since Captain Flinders first
discovered the Gulf, and his observations, extracted from the
Admiralty sailing directions, are as follows:-
     “Troubridge Hill, in lat. 35 degrees 8’ S, long. 137 degrees
41’ E., is an inconsiderable hummock, standing alone, on a
low sandy land, and makes like an island; it is about a mile
from the shore to the south of it, and 4 ½  miles west from the
S.E. extremity of Yorke’s Peninsula, off which Troubridge
Shoal extends in an easterly and E. by N. ½  N. direction for
10 miles into the Gulf of St. Vincent, and is partly dry.   At
the extremity of this shoal the Investigator passed among
several patches of discoloured water, in soundings of 4 to 3 ½
fathoms, at a league to the S.E. of which are 10 fathoms.”
    There are no outlines of the shoal on his charts; and you
will perceive that, from the patches of shoal water mentioned
by him, he left its extent and shape doubtful.   Still, I can but
admit that this very vagueness suggests greater caution, and
that, altogether, there should be no greater skill requisite to
avoid Troubridge Shoal even at present.   But we find from
some cause or other that it is not avoided; but that ship after
ship either gets on or off with more less damage, or leaves
her ribs there altogether; fortunately, it has hitherto happened
that there has been no sacrifice of life.
    Now, it stands thus – an undefined shoal, the land behind it
low; no light to warn vessels of its proximity, and much
sacrifice of property from these and other concurrent causes.
Would it not be prudent, therefore, in the Provincial
Legislature to avoid blame, to do at least their part; which I
take to be, to send, without more protocoling or
corresponding, a temporary light vessel off the shoal; next to
have the shoals surveyed, and the survey when effected not
mixed up with other papers in some depository of red tape,
but sent home to the proper authorities to be incorporated in
the charts, and then to have it decided, so soon as possible,
whether a floating light or a house on the island be the best,
and have it done with all despatch and proper sailing
directions printed and distributed.   When I first heard, some
two years back, that a new light was about to be constructed,
I in common with many others, thought its locality was to be
somewhere near Troubridge Shoal; and I certainly was
surprised when I found its site was to be Cape Willoughby.

For the Sydney and Van Diemen’s Land trade no doubt it is
highly useful; but if the province were so poor that she could
not afford to build two lighthouses at once, which should
have the preference? – A station which would guide heavy
ships, freighted with the whole tide of emigration and
valuable cargoes, with no departure, perhaps, since the
Lizard , except it may be a glimpse of Kangaroo Island,
commanded very likely by strangers to navigation; or, a lofty
head-land with no danger, passed principally by coasters
whose masters know the coast blindfold.   Events have cut all
argument on this point short.   While Troubridge Shoal is
rapidly rising into a “bad pre-eminence,” has there been one
ship lost on Kangaroo Island or the opposite shore?   This
choice looks something like the poly-angular derivation of
the Port-road to Thebarton – a job, though perhaps it may be
only a colonial remedy for free-trade: the one to encourage
the home-bred surgeons by frequent accidents, and the other
the shipwrights at the Port by plenty of repairs.
    Now, Sir, I believe the very best thing the New Council
can do would be to turn over the superintendence of the
harbour and its appendages to the Chamber of Commerce.   I
don’t think then that we should have new ships coppered on
the stocks, nor contracts accepted for building a stone house
with stone to be fetched from far, when the house was to be
built on a quarry of the very material.
                                           I am, Sir, yours obediently,
                                                                                  MINDEN.
Adelaide, 2nd August, 1851

_________________________

_______________________________________________________
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THE SHIPWRECKED EMIGRANTS FROM

 CAPE  JERVIS –
_________________

These unfortunates arrived in town on Tuesday
evening, with no further disaster than that already
recorded, but in a deplorably destitute state, the
consequence of their losses and hardships, and the
length of their tedious land journey.   They met with
much kindness on the way, as we fully expected they
would.   Those who landed at Port Adelaide express
much gratitude for numerous acts of benevolence.
The generous hospitality and kind attention of Messrs.
Calton, Newman, and others will not be easily effaced
in the memories of those so wonderfully preserved
after the stranding of the Marion .   We may now state,
which we do most thankfully, that the only instances of
death were two, namely, that of the female passenger
who lost her life in consequence of the upsetting of the
dray, as described in our publication of Monday last;
and a young infant who died from exposure, or the
want of sufficient nourishment from the afflicted
mother.

______________________
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WRECK OF THE “MARION”
___________________

The following letter has been addressed by the
Colonial Secretary’s Office, August 7th, 1851.

   “Sir – I have the honour, by the Lieutenant-
Governor’s directions, to request that you will intimate
to the Chamber of Commerce His Excellency’s wish
that they would appoint two of their Members to act as
associates with Capt. Lipson, R.N., and Lieut.
Dashwood, R.N., in a Commission to enquire into the
circumstances of the wreck of the Marion on
Troubridge Shoal, and whether any, and what blame is
attributable to the Master and officers of that ship.
     “I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
                             “CHAS. STURT, Colonial Secretary.
“D. Melville, esq., Secretary to the
        Chamber of Commerce.
   “P.S. – Captain Lipson will be requested to
communicate with you as to the place and time of
meeting.”

____________________________
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RECEPTION OF EMIGRANTS
_____________

The circumstances under which the emigrants of the
shipwrecked Marion arrived among us, together with
the correspondence between the Colonial Government
and the “Strangers’ Friend Society,” which we lately
published, have had the effect of again bringing under
consideration the provision necessary to be made for
the proper comfort of emigrants when they first arrive
on our shores, and also the utter inadequacy of the
arrangements now existing.   Remonstrances by the
Press on the subject, and more especially with respect
to the single female emigrants, have been unceasingly
made.   The time has now undoubtedly arrived when
the Government must act with less callous indifference,
and reject the false policy which has dictated its past
parsimonious conduct in the matter.   On this subject
we have received several letters, and elsewhere our
readers will find one from Mr. W.H.G. Kingston, one
of the most active promoters in England of emigration
of these colonies.   The ladies whose names appear on
the committee of the society to which Mr. Kingston
alludes have cause to lay his reproaches to heart, for
they certainly appear to be well deserved.   Their
names have been paraded in Britain with all the
influence that would be certain to attach to such an

exhibition of generous and self-denying benevolence;
but, with the exception of committee meetings, and
they few and far between, we have no evidence of any
zealous or sustained exertion on behalf of the female
emigrants, at that time which Mr. Kingston has justly
characterized as the most critical period of their
existence.   And who is there that cannot confirm the
expressions of disappointment which are contained in
Mr. Kingston’s letter, on the want of any active and
efficient machinery to welcome and protect the
friendless young creatures, many of whom have
doubtless been lured from their homes by the
confidence inspired by the assurance that on landing
they would find themselves surrounded by the
sympathy and encouraged by the presence of their own
sex?
    Not only in regard to the female emigrants, but upon
the whole subject, much culpable indifference has
hitherto existed, both in the Government and in the
community of the province.   The Emigration Agent, as
one of our correspondents stated, confines his duty to
any complaints which may be made on the arrival of
the ship by the emigrants as to their treatment during
the voyage; and the Government restricts its
obligations to receiving those females who are not
engaged at the vessel into the miserable depot at the
Native Location.   Latterly, we believe, they have been
conveyed at Government expense from the Port to
Adelaide; and this is the only improvement that we are
aware has been made.   Beyond this, nothing is done to
aid and encourage the poor emigrant, whose heart has
been perhaps half broken by the trials of his voyage
and the rending of all domestic and local ties which
preceded his undertaking.   The callousness which is
one of the results of colonial life, and a phase of
colonial character, renders us forgetful of the anxious
feelings, the despondency, and, we may add, the
disappointment, experienced by the friendless emigrant
when he first lands, a stranger among strangers, in the
country to which he has adventured for a new home.
We have before adverted to this subject, and we hasten
to mark the contrast presented in the admirable, it may
be almost said, the perfect, arrangements which are in
force in Sydney.   There, on the arrival of an emigrant
vessel, the agent for the Commissioners inspects the
ship, and generally appoints the following day for an
examination of the people individually.   A board of
gentlemen assemble, of which the agent acts as
president, and enquire of every adult as to his calling,
religion, ability to read and write, &c., and also as to
the treatment he has received during the passage.   This
over, the unprotected single women are removed to the
depot, a large, substantial, and comfortable building, to
await a day appointed for hiring their services.   Except
perhaps for an occasional and short visit to relatives
living in the neighbourhood, they are not allowed to
leave the depot until hired.   Generally the day after
landing is fixed by advertisement for hiring.   At an
hour named in the advertisement, the females are
collected in one large room, and the persons desirous
of engaging their services in an adjoining room.   None
but persons of known respectability, and no person
carrying on the trade of a publican, are admitted.   The
folding-doors between the two rooms are suddenly
thrown open, and the hiring commences.   The object
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of this arrangement is to give every one, on both sides,
an equal chance, and is certainly called for when we
contrast it with the charges of favouritism and of
dislike which we have all heard made under our own
laissez aller system.   Three agreements are drawn out
in every instance – one to be kept by the agent, one by
the party hiring, and one by the person hired.   Any girl
not meeting with an engagement is allowed to remain
at the depot until she receives a reasonable offer of
employment, or as long as she conducts herself with
propriety.
    A day for the hiring of the single and married males,
and also for the single females, who, having parents,
are allowed to remain on board, is also fixed, and until
the day and hour appointed arrive, a policeman is in
attendance on board to prevent persons from intruding
and making engagements.   The advertisement states
what number of agricultural labourers, masons,
carpenters, &c., there are on board to be engaged.
    Depots are also established at the chief provincial
towns, such as Bathurst, Maitland, &c., and an
opportunity is given to the emigrants to proceed to
these places direct from the ship at the expense of the
Government.   They are allowed to remain at these
provincial depots until their services are engaged.   By
this means the enticements of a town life, which are
frequently found to indispose men to proceed to the
country, are avoided; and, above all, are prevented the
pain, the annoyance, and the exhaustion attendant upon
going from house to house, and from place to place,
seeking work, often sinking with fatigue and sickening
at heart with disappointment.
    We cannot leave Sydney regulations without
adverting to the rigid scrutiny to which the conduct of
the Surgeon-Superintendents and other officers of the
emigrant vessels is subjected.   Should any charge be
preferred, a day is appointed for investigation before
the Immigration Board.   This Board consists
principally, but not entirely, of persons holding
Government appointments.   The case is fully,
carefully, and very deliberately investigated; witnesses
are examined, cross-examined, and re-examined.   A
short-hand writer is retained for the purpose of taking
exact notes of all the proceedings.   A copy of these
notes is transmitted to England, and published by one
or both Houses of Parliament.   On these occasions
attorneys are allowed to attend, but only in the
character of advisers, not being allowed to speak,
except in a whisper, to their clients.   Upon the decision
of the Immigration Board depends the refusal or
allowance of the gratuities due to the individuals
against whom the charge has been preferred; and in
more serious cases, the infliction of a penalty upon the
owners of the vessel, according to the last clause of the
charter-party.
    Such is a bare outline of the systematic and
admirable regulations in force in Sydney.   The
lamentable deficiency in our own becomes painfully
obvious by the contrast, and upon the authorities rests
not a little responsibility for their actual neglect and the
consequences which we fear have often resulted.
Much misery and some of the crime we have around us
night have been spared.   It is doubtless as much a duty

as it is a necessity to ward from the newly-arrived
emigrant the temptations which beset him on shore, as
well as to assist him in his endeavours for well-doing.
    To the discharge of this duty there is but one
objection, the expense involved.   But this is a
consideration – it would be more truly designated a
pretence – which cannot weigh against a paramount
necessity and an imperative obligation.   The expense
for the erection of a central depot at Adelaide, and for
others at Burra, Mount Barker, Tungkillo, and other
places in the neighbourhoods where a demand for
labour exists, when once incurred, is to meet a
permanent want.   Emigration will for many years be
seeking our shores, and the necessity for an alteration
in the present defective system will become more
urgently felt with every successive arrival.
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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THE  “MARION’S’  IMMIGRANTS
_______________

The three hundred souls so wonderfully preserved from
the perils of shipwreck have found much kindness and
effectual succour in their unlooked-for exigencies.   We
have before stated that none perished by the sea, and
that with the exception of a married female who lost
her life by an accident on the journey from the south,
and a very young infant, all on board the ill-fated
Marion reached this city in safety.   To the kindness
experienced from individual colonists, and the
assistance afforded by the “Stranger’s Friend Society,”
have been added the parental solicitude of the
Government, which has been exercised with a kindly,
judicious, and most praiseworthy liberality; the amount
expended on account of the Marion’s passengers, or
laid out for the purpose of replacing their losses,
having considerably exceeded nine hundred pounds.
They have now dispersed to enter upon their various
employments or with a view to obtaining suitable
situations, and we hope soon to announce that such
have been found for all of them; the sympathies called
into exercise by the recital of their misfortune being
universal and unabated.
    With respect to the single women by that vessel, we
are glad to report that they have all met with
engagements; and that they received every necessary
attention at the Location, where may ladies interested
themselves zealously on their behalf; and we
understand that Lady Young, as became her station and
benevolent character, was most conspicuous and
unremitting in the good work.
    We are unwilling to dismiss the subject altogether
without mentioning that we have received some gentle
remonstrances for the supposed severity and the
alleged injustice of our expressions the other day, in
connection with the letter of Mr. William H.G.
Kingston, which we then published, and in which that
gentleman takes to task,  somewhat unceremoniously,
the “Ladies Society.”   We are positively assured that
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our remarks must have been penned in considerable
ignorance of the actual extent of the exertions that have
been made by the ladies from time to time.   It would
seem, also, from the facts vouched to us, that it is really
rather the exception than the rule, when the almost
parental fondling and the really enviable
accommodation which the young females receive just
before they leave England, from the benevolent
carriage-ladies who watch over their departure, does
not materially unfit them for the due appreciation of
those acts of kindness which it is in the power of the
ladies in the colony to render them on their arrival.
They reach our shores very often with the most
extravagant and fantastical notions.   They have been
known to refuse an offer of 24 pounds a-year wages;
and many of them appear to have a most provoking
propensity to turn up their noses at the discovery of the
difference between the realities and stern necessities of
colonial life, and the “easy and comfortable” places
which they had been led to look forward to as a kind of
right the moment they stepped ashore.   We can quite
understand that a little experience of this kind would
render the efforts of the ladies of the Society both an
ungrateful and an unpromising task; and if there has  in
truth been very much of it, it is, perhaps, no wonder
that one of the sensitive ones among the female
immigrants wrote to Mr. Kingston those plaintive
paragraphs which were quoted in his letter, and which
concluded thus:- “We were sadly left alone, and very
unlike the way we were treated before leaving Old
England.”  But all this only shows the absolute
necessity of the Government adopting the excellent
arrangements that are in force in Sydney, and which we
fully explained.   Some such provision we have always
strenuously advocated; and we have now the additional
inducement to urge it the more vigorously upon the
authorities, since the want of it has subjected the
benevolent resolves, and the unchronicled
performances of the members of the Ladies’ Society, to
open disparagement; and has, moreover, tempted them
in an unguarded moment, if our information be correct,
to consider even ourselves to be indifferent to their
fame as Sisters of Charity, and to the exquisite
unobtrusiveness  of their achievements in that capacity.

__________________________________


