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Marion 

Captain Kissock - Saint or 
Sinner? 

 
Why was the Marion wrecked on Troubridge 

Shoals?  Was it due to uncharted waters, lack of 
a lighthouse, strong currents, poor visibility, bad 
weather conditions, bad luck or careless seaman-
ship?  Various reports in newspapers and the Ar-
thur Poole diary gave conflicting accounts on the 
character and seamanship of the captain and the 
conditions at the time of the grounding.  A board 
of enquiry had the last word! 

The possibilities of poor visibility and bad 
weather conditions can be discounted as the sea 
was calm and visibility in the evening light was 
quite adequate. 

Certainly there was no lighthouse, the charts 
were no doubt inadequate by today's standards 
and the currents may well have been strong.  
There was a claim that soundings were taken 
continuously, indicating adequate depth of water 
just before she struck. 

Various newspaper reports at the time re-
ferred to Captain Kissock in relation to the 
grounding, some of them as follows:  

“The Marion had no sooner struck, than 
Captain Kissock, with the greatest prompti-
tude and self-possession, ordered the boats to 
be lowered, and got as many of his unfortu-
nate passengers, as they would hold, in them, 
intending, if possible, with the aid of a consid-
erable portion of his crew, to have them 
landed on the neighbouring coast”.    

“Captain Kissock arrived at the Port yes-
terday morning, and complains, that the 
charts of this coast are not properly laid out, 
the reef on which his vessel struck not being 
named in them.  He complains, too, and not 
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Editorial 
 
Family historians with Internet access 

have the opportunity to join a "Mailing List" 
for their area of research, no matter where 
it is in the world.  For us "Marion descen-
dants" that area is in England, Ireland or 
Scotland and there are lists covering most 
counties and some counties have multiple 
lists.  If you have an Email facility, joining 
an appropriate list is simplicity itself.  You 
merely send an Email to the Email ad-
dress for that list and in the body of the 
message include the single word 
"subscribe" and send it.  There is no 
charge for joining and from that moment 
on, every message sent to the list from 
people with an interest in that region, is 
sent to you and, of course, later you can 
send your own messages inviting others to 
assist with your query. 

Many mailing lists of a genealogy nature 
are managed by an organisation called 
"Rootsweb" which has a multitude of lists 
world-wide, and has a site which allows a 
search for lists in your area of interest.  
That site is http://lists.rootsweb.com/ .  It 
not only allows you to find suitable lists but 
explains how to join, send messages, etc. 

A correspondent from England found 
our "Marion" web site and has sent infor-
mation on the Pearce emigrant family.  
The family had a tragic first year in Austra-
lia and their story will be told in a later is-
sue.  

 
John Keynes 
 
Editor 
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ship, and from thence to three fathoms near 
the rocks”.  

Pretty damning stuff! The last paragraph of the 
report says it all!  

“Having maturely considered all the cir-
cumstances attending the loss of the "Marion" 
in connection with the fact of so many passen-
gers being on board, and the advantages of 
fair weather your committee feel it their duty, 
though with great reluctance, to express their 
conviction, that a degree of carelessness is to 
be attributed the Master and officers of the 
ship "Marion" in the navigation of the ship 
generally, since noon of the 30th of July, and 
further to state their unanimous opinion that 
if due and proper attention had been paid to 
the lead when soundings could so easily have 
been obtained the accident would not in all 
probability have occurred”.  

The reference to July 30th instead of the 29th 
July in the final paragraph was an error, con-
firmed against the original handwritten copy of the 
report.  I guess such an error these days would 
have the lawyers defending Captain Kissock ap-
pealing to a higher court. 

I must say I have some sympathy for the Cap-
tain as he must have found it very difficult to de-
fend himself in the enquiry and to be available 
from the time of the wrecking to at least the day 
of the conclusion of the enquiry on the 20th Sep-
tember, some 7 weeks during which time he must 
support himself and subsequently arrange his re-
turn to England.  His letter to the "Court of In-
quiry" included "…I perceive you have severely 
and most unjustly censured my conduct…" 
and "…I have been greatly delayed here al-
ready…".  Parsons in his book "Migrant Ships 
for South Australia 1836-1866" showed no other 
voyages under his command.      � 

 
 

William Cox & Hester Davis/
Davies - a Shipboard Ro-
mance 

 
Among the emigrants on the Marion in 1851 

were 68 single men ranging in age from 16 to 38 
while in the same age range there were 31 single 
women.  A long sea voyage may have been the 
right setting for romance! 

So it is that 5 weeks after rescue, 24-year-old 
William Wilcox Cox and 19-year-old Hester 
Anne Davi(e)s were married in St Stephens 
Church, Willunga in South Australia.  And what's 
more, a generation later, another connection was 

(Continued on page 3) 

(Continued from page 1) 
without reason, of the absence of a light in so 
dangerous a locality, and where the current is 
so strong, and so likely to mislead..”.  

Before the enquiry was made public, newspa-
per reports seemed to be generally supportive of 
the Captain, although one article expressed con-
cern that adequate soundings may not have been 
taken. 

In Issue 2 of this periodical the second part of 
Arthur Poole's diary was included and Arthur 
was particularly scathing about the Captain's 
drunken behaviour on one occasion.  It leaves 
one wondering if this behaviour was exceptional. 

However, it is the official enquiry into the 
grounding that allows us to make an informed 
judgement on the tragedy.  We are indebted to 
Robert Gale for finding the report and Meridith  
Clifford from the Edithburgh Museum for tran-
scribing the handwritten report on the enquiry. 

The following includes edited excerpts and 
conclusions from that report:  

“24th Sept '51.  Report of a Commission 
appointed by His Excellency Sir Henry Ed-
ward Foy Young, Knight Lieutenant Governor 
of South Australia, and the Chamber of Com-
merce of that Province to inquire into the cir-
cumstances relating to the wreck of the ship 
"Marion" on the Troubridge Shoal, in Gulf St. 
Vincent on the thirtieth day of July 1851”.  

The report continues with details of where and 
when the Committee met, and what investigative 
work it did before handing down its conclusions.  
A factor that seemed to be the main defence of 
the Captain was the depth of water in the vicinity 
of the shoals.  The following excerpt refers to this 
claim:  

“It having been suggested to your commit-
tee that the water adjacent to some parts of 
the shoal, deepened very suddenly and anx-
ious that every opportunity should be afforded 
the Master to explain the cause of the acci-
dent your committee made application to His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor for 
authority to procure a chain of soundings 
from the spot where the ship struck, in the 
course which she must have sailed previous to 
her running aground, which authority having 
been granted, and the service having been 
performed by Captain Duff, and his report 
furnished your committee again met on the 
19th September inst. And proceeded to exam-
ine the same, and your committee now find 
that from the spot where the ship lies, in a 
SSW course and at a distance of three miles, 
there are eleven fathoms of water, that the 
soundings gradually decrease to five fathoms 
at the distance of about one furlong from the 
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after the death of Hester, as it was 17 years 
after her death before he remarried.  He had 
farming obligations, and trying to raise two, 
possibly three girls, the eldest being only six 
years old, the next five (who was probably 
quite sickly, until heart disease took her life at 
the age of eleven), and the youngest an 
eleven-month-old baby.  Did William's brother 
Henry & wife raise the girls for a time, or did 
one of Henry's girls come and housekeep for 
him, or did he hire someone?  These questions 
may always remain a mystery. 

William married for a second time to 
Isabella MacKintosh on 16th March 1876, at 

St Stephens Parsonage at 
Willunga. 
William died 25th July 
1897 at Myponga, aged 71 
years.  His burial is un-
known, but apparently 
around the Myponga area 
there are a few lonely 
grave sites on farms…." 
Sharon has also provided 
information about Ellen 
Holly and the Cox/Jones 
connection. 
Ellen Holly's name was not 
on the list of emigrants 
whose passage was ar-
ranged by the Wiltshire Emi-
gration Association, suggest-
ing that she had some other 
way of financing her fare and 
meeting the requirements of 
the Colonial Land and Emi-
gration Commission.  
Sharon has included some 
information regarding the 
emigration of a Holly family 
from Wiltshire in 1840, so 
perhaps this family, possibly 
related, financed her pas-
sage.  A check of birth rec-
ords for that family may 

eventually show any such connection. 
 Because Ellen was not supported by the Wilt-

shire Emigration Association, knowledge of her 
particulars in Wiltshire is restricted to her age of 
21 years, single marital status, and employment as 
a servant.  There is no information regarding her 
home village.  The  Holly family mentioned above 
came from Netherhampton some 4 kms west of 
Salisbury. 

Sharon's research included the following ex-
cerpts from her typescript: 

"…Her first marriage was to Daniel Jones 
on the 26th May 1853, at Christ Church, 
O'Halloran Hill.  Daniel was a 32-year-old 

(Continued on page 4) 
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made to a Marion emigrant!  That emigrant was 
Ellen Holly. 

A Cox/Davi(e)s descendant, Sharon Angel of 
Adelaide has researched her family history and 
has provided the information for this article.  The 
accompanying partial descendancy chart shows 
the lineage from Sharon back to the families in 
Wiltshire. 

The connection to Ellen Holly can also be seen 
from the chart.  William and Hester Cox had a 
daughter Diana Ruthina Willcox Cox who mar-
ried William Daniel Jones.  And who was William 
Daniel's mother?  None other than Ellen Holly. 

Sharon Angel has provided information about 
the families, and edited excerpts about William 
and Hester are given below. 

"…William [Cox] was a farmer at Willunga 
and then settled at Myponga.  At Myponga he 
had sections 258 and 540. 

Only four daughters so far have been 
traced, as only the youngest [Diana Ruthina 
Willcox] was registered. 

Tragically Hester died on 4th May 1859, at 
Myponga, from typhoid fever, just a few days 
after daughter Caroline died from the same 
disease.  She is buried in Myponga Cemetery.  
There is no headstone. 

It is incredible to think how William coped 

Notice the marriage (in italics), common to both lines, of Diana 
Ruthina Wilcox COX and William Daniel JONES.  In earlier 
generations the lines back from that marriage diverge to COX and 
HOLLY. 
 
William Wilcox COX, bap. 1826, d. 1897 
+Hester Anne DAVI(E)S, b. circa 1830, m. 1851, d. 

1859 
��� Harriet Jane COX, b. circa 1853 
��� Winifred Ellen Elizabeth Wilcox COX, b. circa 1854, d. 

1865 
��� Caroline Lucy COX, b. circa 1856, d. 1859 
��� Diana Ruthina Wilcox COX, b. 1858, d. 1931 
    +William Daniel JONES, b. 1854, m. 1875, d. 1938 
    ��� Ada Clara JONES, b. 1888, d. 1981 
        +Albert Edgar WALLER, b. 1886, m. 1905, d. 1955 
        ��� Betty Joyce WALLER, b. 1921 
            +Clive Hedley FLORANCE, b. 1921, m. 1939 
            ��� Maurice Roy FLORANCE, b. 1941, d. 1986 
                +Margaret Denise ALFORD 
                ��� Sharon Betty FLORANCE 
                    +Peter Wayne ANGEL 
+Isabella MACKINTOSH, b. circa 1829, m. 1876 
 
William HOLLY 
��� Ellen HOLLY, b. circa 1830, d. circa 1916? 
    +Daniel JONES, b. circa 1821, m. 1853, d. 1882 
    ��� William Daniel JONES, b. 1854, d. 1938 
        +Diana Ruthina Wilcox COX, b. 1858, m. 1875, d. 1931 
        ��� Ada Clara JONES, b. 1888, d. 1981 
            +Albert Edgar WALLER, b. 1886, m. 1905, d. 1955 
            ��� Betty Joyce WALLER, b. 1921 
                +Clive Hedley FLORANCE, b. 1921, m. 1939 
                ��� Maurice Roy FLORANCE, b. 1941, d. 1986 
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(Continued from page 3) 
farmer from Hurtle Vale.  He signed his own 
name, Ellen her mark.  They had seven sons…"  

One of the sons was William Daniel Jones who 
was to marry Diana Ruthina Wilcox Cox, daughter 
of William Wilcox Cox and 
Hester Anne Davis, both 
emigrants on the Marion. 

From the chart it can be 
seen that this union led 
down through Ada Clara 
Jones to present-day 
Sharon. 

Ada Clara Jones had an 
extraordinarily high number of siblings (not shown 
on the chart): 

".…This union [William Daniel Jones and Di-
ana Ruthina Wilcox Cox] was said to have pro-
duced 21 children between 1876 and 1903 of 
whom 19 survived.…When the nineteenth child 
was about to be born the midwife suggested to 
Diana that this should be her last.  Diana re-
plied 'With the help of God and Bill Jones I ex-
pect there will be another'.  It was surprising 
how so many lived in the small home, but some-
how they managed and visitors were made wel-
come as well.  Many of the children were musi-
cally inclined. 

Births in the Cape Jervis/Rapid Bay area 
were registered at the general store at Second 
Valley.  The storekeeper is said to have offered 
a silk dress for the baby if he was given the 
honour of naming it.  It is thought that some of 
the later children of this family were recipients 
of this offer." 

Perhaps "Faris Fairest Rory Jones" and 
"Atlantic Ocean May Jones" were good examples 
of this! 

Sharon Angel continues: 

"…As yet I have still not found a death cer-
tificate for Ellen [Jones, nee Holly], under the 
names of Holly, Jones or Chirgwin.  The 
"Biographical Index of South Australians" 
does list her as dying in Delamere, but I have 

found no record of her 
interment.  She is re-
ported to have lived 
with her son Frank, and 
daughter-in-law Rosa, 
n e e  C h i r g w i n 
(granddaughter of Wil-
liam) at Palm House, 
Second Valley, which 

was a boarding house for the men who 
worked on the sawmill”. 

So William, Hester and Ellen, starting their 
lives in Wiltshire ended them in South Australia.  
Many generations and many individuals later, we 
have Sharon to thank for information on their lives 
after "Marion".   � 

 
 
 

 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:     (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 

If you know of someone who has an 
interest in the “Marion Family” 
history and would like to get paper 
copies of these periodicals as they 
are published, invite the person to 
send name, address and a book of 10 
stamps to the editor. 

 
 

“I name the 19th child 
Atlantic Ocean May Jones” 


