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This article draws on information from the 
b d & m registers and Nancy Robinson' book. 

Back in Wiltshire the 3 brothers were agri-
cultural labourers suffering from the de-
pressed conditions of the time and, with the 
help of the Wiltshire Emigration Association, 
met the conditions of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commission so that they could, 
with John's wife and son, emigrate to South 
Australia.  They embarked on the Marion in 
1851.  The parents, Thomas George and Han-
nah, were also to emigrate some 8 years later 
on the Clara to South Australia, settling at 
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Editorial 
This issue is devoted to the Stagg 

family.  
In these articles there are no doubt 

errors and omissions.  I would be 
grateful for any corrections or additions 
relating to any of the Marion families 
for inclusion in later issues. 

John Keynes,  Editor 

The Wiltshire Staggs 
 
Some members of the Stagg family in 

Wiltshire emigrated on the Marion.  They 
were John,  his wife Elizabeth, their 4-year-
old son Henry and John's brothers William 
and Thomas George.  The 3 brothers were 
sons of Thomas George and Hannah Stagg of 
Clarendon Park near Salisbury in Wiltshire 
(see map).  The part descendancy chart on 
page 2 shows 3 generations of the family.  
The data came partly from birth, death and  
marriage registers and partly from a book ed-
ited by Nancy Robinson entitled "Stagg of 
Caltowie - The Diaries of a Colonial Teen-
ager 1885-1887".  The diaries refer to Wil-
liam Stagg, son of the above William. 

William Stagg the elder (Bill) and his wife Harriett (nee Rayner) 
(image copied from Nancy Robinson’s book—see text)
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 Thomas George STAGG, b. 1791, d. 1859 Myponga 
+Hannah (--?--), b. circa 1799 
��� John STAGG, b. 1821 Clarendon Park, d. 1884 Semaphore 
�   +Elizabeth SELF, b. 1826, m. 1846, d. 1893 Semaphore 
�   ��� Henry STAGG, b. 1846, d. 1870 Kent Town 
�   ��� Maria STAGG, b. 1851 Adelaide, d. 1851 Adelaide 
��� William STAGG, b. 1823, d. 1911 Tarcowie 
�   +Harriett RAYNER, b. 1841, m. 1857 Christ Church, O'Hallorahan Hill 
�   ��� Harriett STAGG, b. 1857 Pedlars Creek, Noarlunga, d. 1858 Willunga 
�   ��� Elizabeth STAGG, b. 1859 nr Noarlunga 
�   �   +Harry ELLIS 
�   �   +Daniel BUTTERICK, b. 1858, m. 1886 res of Mr Stagg, Tarcowie 
�   ��� Ellen STAGG, b. 1861 Noarlunga 
�   �   +Fredrick Charles WHITLOCK, b. 1854, m. 1885 res of Mrs Stagg, Semaphore 
�   ��� Harriet STAGG, b. 1864 Yanyarrie 
�   �   +William Thomas HARRIS, b. 1869, m. 1898 Salvation Army Barracks, Glanville 
�   ��� William STAGG, b. 1867 Stepney 
�   �   +Emily HORTIN, b. 1879, m. 1909 Residence of John Hortin, Tarcowie 
�   ��� Alice STAGG, b. 1869 Yanyarrie 
�   ��� Fred Thomas STAGG, b. 1872 Yanyarrie, d. 1872 Yanyarrie 
�   ��� Thomas STAGG, b. 1873 Yanyarrie 
�   ��� Emily Eunice STAGG, b. 1875 Melrose 
�   �   +Joseph LOBB, b. 1880, m. 1909 Holy Trinity Church, Adelaide 
�   ��� Alice Lillian STAGG, b. 1880 Tarcowie 
�   �   +Johann Alexander Gustav KOTZ, b. 1880, m. 1910 Holy Trinity Church, Adelaide 
�   ��� Jane STAGG, b. 1882 Tarcowie 
�   �   +William Lawrence HORTIN, b. 1886, m. 1912 Methodist Church, Tarcowie 
�   ��� Hannah STAGG, b. 1885 Tarcowie 
�       +William BAVERSTOCK, b. 1889, m. 1910 Methodist Manse, Orroroo 
��� Thomas George STAGG, b. 1827 Clarendon Park, d. 1908 Kadina 
    +Mary Ann NEWLAND, b. 1837, m. 1855 Trinity Church, Adelaide, d. 1911 Wallaroo 
    ��� Hannah STAGG, b. 1856 Willunga 
    �   +Albert WILLIAMS, b. 1848, m. 1872 Registry Office, Riverton 
    ��� Thomas STAGG, b. 1857 Noarlunga 
    ��� Charles STAGG, b. 1860 Willunga 
    �   +Elizabeth SMITH, b. 1862, m. 1881 Residence of Hugh Smith, Alma 
    ��� Mary Ann STAGG, b. 1862 Willunga 
    �   +Richard BURGESS, b. 1861, m. 1887 Res of Fred Fowler, Unley North 
    ��� Frank STAGG, b. 1864 Noarlunga 
    ��� Walter Newland STAGG, b. 1869 Alma 
    �   +Mary Jane PEARCE, b. 1881, m. 1901 Congregational Manse, Kadina 
    ��� Alice Jane STAGG, b. 1871 Alma 
    �   +Philip Langmead COCK, b. 1856, m. 1889 res of Mr Stagg, Kadina 
    ��� Lydia STAGG, b. 1874 Stepney 
    �   +Fredrick Thomas PHILLIPS, b. 1865, m. 1892 res of Thomas Stagg, Kadina 
    ��� Alfred Levi STAGG, b. 1876 Salt Lake, d. 1877 Alma 
    ��� Agnes STAGG, b. 1877 Alma 
    �   +Frederick DALBY, b. 1873, m. 1894 res of bride's parents, Kadina 
    ��� Margaret May STAGG, b. 1879 Alma 
    �   +Richard Charles WILTON, b. 1880, m. 1901 Methodist Parsonage, Kadina 
    ��� Robert Newland STAGG, b. 1882 Alma 
        +May BENNETTS, b. 1886, m. 1906 Methodist Parsonage, Kadina 

LOCALITY MAP 
(image copied from Nancy Robinson’s 

book—see text) 
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family.  He married Harriett Rayner in Christ 
Church, O'Halloran Hill, south of Adelaide 
in 1857 and the couple had 3 daughters over 
the next 5 years in the Noarlunga district, 
south of Adelaide. 

Then, during the early 1860s, the family 
moved to the far north to Yanyarrie (see 
map).  Nancy's research was not able to dis-
cover what employment William had at Yan-
yarrie, although she suspects that he could 
have been a "… shepherd, a teamster or the 
eating-house keeper on Yanyarrie…he may 
have been all three…".  While at Yanyarrie, 
5 more children were born, but 2 died in in-
fancy and another in childhood. 

In 1876, the family moved south to Tar-
cowie where land was made available to 
them for farming on Government credit 
agreement.  This brought them to south of 
Goyder's line and so grain farming was 
likely to be viable although difficult and un-
certain.  Four more children were born at 
Tarcowie, all surviving infancy and child-
hood.  When the last child was born in 1885 
the children comprised 7 girls and 2 boys.  
The boys were 18-year-old William (Willie) 
and 8-year-old Thomas (Tom).  It was at the 
beginning of this year that Willie started to 
write a diary and this diary was the basis of 
Nancy's book.  In this book, Nancy wrote:  
"…I have scanned many collections of dia-
ries kept by older pioneers, but no others 
give the day by day pictures of the hard-
ships, the agricultural methods, the flora and 
flora, the sociological interplay of ethnic, 
family and religious groups, together with 
the revelations of personal feelings that the 
unlettered Stagg did…." 

To appreciate the diary, it is necessary to 
go to Nancy's book.  I have taken just a cou-
ple of entries for illustration purposes and to 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Myponga, south of Adelaide.  Parent Thomas 
George died shortly after arrival and was bur-
ied at Myponga. 

After the Marion grounding, the family 
members made their way to Adelaide, either 
directly by rescue ship from the wreck or after 
assembling on York Peninsula.  They seemed 
to have been spared the long boat journey to 
Cape Jervis or Rapid Bay and the subsequent 
unpleasant trek by bullock dray overland to 
Adelaide. 

I have little information about the lives of 
John, Elizabeth and their son Henry in South 
Australia.  They appear to have settled in Ade-
laide where a daughter Maria was born, but 
she lived only a few weeks.  Son Henry died 
as a very young man of 24 years at Kent 
Town, a near- in suburb of Adelaide.  John 
died in 1884 at 63 years of age at Semaphore, 
in the Port Adelaide area, while Elizabeth died 
in 1893 when 67 years old, also at Semaphore. 

Thomas Stagg, 24 years old on the Marion, 
married Mary Ann Newland 4 years later in 
Trinity Church, Adelaide, and the couple then 
settled in the Willunga area, and over the next 
10 years, 5 children were born to them there.  
Then in the late 1850s they moved to the 
Alma area some 80 kms north of Adelaide 
where an additional 7 children were born.  In 
their retiring years they were in the Kadina/
Wallaroo region near the shore of St Vincent 
Gulf.  Thomas died at Kadina in 1908 when 
81 years old, while Mary Ann died at Walla-
roo in 1911 when 74 years old.  An Adelaide 
descendant living in St Agnes is Barbara 
Green, the g-granddaughter of the second 
Thomas George (1827-1908) through his 
daughter Lydia (1874-?). 

William Stagg, 28 years old on the Marion, 
was one of the subjects of Nancy Robinson's 
book, so more is known of this branch of the 

Tarcowie main street, date unknown 
(image copied from Nancy Robinson’s book—see 

text) 
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perhaps highlight the difficulties of farming 
in that area and in that era. 

From William's diary: 
June 28, 1886:  We were chaff cutting 

from straw.  Father feeds the horses with it in 
the morning but that is more than a great 
number of people have further up north.  The 
drought is felt so bad that people is taking 
the straw off their sheds, and the horses are 
dying on every hand. 

October 5, 1886:  I saw the funeral pro-
cession of Charlie C. yesterday.  He was six-
teen years old and was killed instantly on 
Saturday when the horses he was driving got 
the reins out of his hands.  In trying to get the 
reins he fell in front of the roller which went 
over him. 

January 13, 1887:  Father went to Cal-
towie with me but he could not see his way 
about. [William mentioned, in his diary, his 
father's failing eyesight]  He got the money 
for the last two loads of wheat, 44 bags.  Of 
the £30-4-4, £26-18-9 has to go to pay inter-
est on the mortgage.  We are all of us now 
getting disheartened and thinks to go to some 
other place. 

January 21, 1887:  Went to Caltowie, 
where Father sold the last wheat he has for 
sale.  In all it came to less than £80.  You 
men who cant live on £1-10-0 a week, just 
think that less than £80 is all that resulted 
from a year's labour of two hardworking 
men, with a farm to try to pay for, and nine 
mouths to feed. 

William later acquired his own farm in the 
area, married, had children and descendants 
still farm in the area. 

So the Wiltshire Staggs, after enduring the 
trials of the Marion voyage and the harsh con-
ditions of the early pioneering days, adapted 
to their new country.  Descendants are now 
widespread; many flourished.  One wonders 
how much better or worse the family's history 
would have been if they had remained back in 
Wiltshire.     � 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:      (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 
produced by Beverley Matthews.  Ac-
cess at <www.users.on.net/esmarion>. 

If you know of someone who has an 
interest in the “Marion Family” 
history and would like to get paper 
copies of these periodicals as they 
are published, invite the person to 
send name, address and a book of 10 
stamps to the editor. 

1937 photograph of Wil-
liam (Willie) and Emily. 

(image copied from Nancy Rob-
inson’s book—see text) 


