
THE LAMPRELL FAMILY

James and Elizabeth,
and children William, Mary Ann, Elijah, Henry,

 Charles, Harriet and John

left England (from Plymouth) on Monday, 24th March 1851 on the ‘Marion’,
bound for South Australia. After a journey of 128 days, they were within
hours of Port Adelaide, on the evening of Tuesday 29th July, 1851, when
the ship struck Troubridge Shoal.

On the weekend of 28-29 July 2001,
about 60 descendants of the original
passengers attended the 150th

anniversary of the shipwreck of the
‘Marion’.

The ‘Lamprell’ family was represented
by Roz Voullaire, Roz’s mother,
Sylvia (Kuhn), Roz’s daughters,
Caitlyn and Emma (all descended from
Elijah), and Marlene Kleemeyer
(descended from Charles). Graeme and
Maurice Preston (descended from
Benjamin Preston) who later married
Mary Ann Lamprell, represented the
Preston family.

The little town of Edithburgh gave the
descendants a grand welcome, which
included the unveiling of the ‘Marion’

anchor in a glassed-in display on the
point, with a listing of all passengers
who departed from Plymouth, and the
opening of the new boat ramp. The sea
rescue boats then took descendants out
to the reef where the ‘Marion’ struck.
Remnants of the ship are still visible in
the shallow water.

The Edithburgh Museum, and other
descendants at the reunion provided
valuable information on reasons for
emigration and life on board ship. Two
days were then spent in Adelaide to
gain further information to add to facts
already  known, to obtain further
details of the aftermath of the
shipwreck and conditions in Adelaide
before the family moved to the
Victorian goldfields.

 
 



This booklet has been prepared for Roz Voullaire, whose

enthusiasm, dedication and sheer hard work have enabled us all to

share in the history and stories of the descendants of James and

Elizabeth Lamprell.  Her wonderful Newsletters keep us up-to-

date with stories, pictures and newspaper articles of the families

over the years, and somehow bring those ancestors of old alive for

us, to be a part of their struggle to make us who we are today.

Without Roz, we would not have known of the 150th anniversary of

the shipwreck, and none of us would be here at Creswick, for the

first Lamprell Reunion.

Sincere Thanks,Sincere Thanks,

RozRoz

Marlene Kleemeyer 21 Terama Street
29-30 September 2001 BILGOLA PLATEAU  NSW  2107

Telephone: (02) 9918 6821
Email: marquee2@tpg.com.au
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This is a short history of the emigration of the Lamprell family to Adelaide in 1851.
Possible reasons for the decision to emigrate, the overland and sea travel to board the
‘Marion’ at Plymouth, life on board ship, the shipwreck and aftermath, and the
movement of the family to Victoria have been covered.  There are many gaps and,
hopefully in the future, some of these may be filled in.  Information was obtained from
the Edithburgh Museum; visits to the Migrants Museum (formerly the Destitute
Asylum), the State Library (which currently holds the Mortlock Collection), and the
State Records Office in Adelaide; references provided by Roz Voullaire, and
information gathered by the family over a number of years.  Other descendants at
Edithburgh also provided valuable information.

NB – When transcribing letters, extracts from a diary kept by a passenger, etc, I have
retained the original spelling and grammar.
_______________________________

John Keynes (descended from the Caines family) provided information on the situation
in Wiltshire that led to families emigrating.1

After the defeat of Napoleon in Waterloo in 1815, England was left in a
very poor condition. The rates and taxes raised to pay for the wars had
rendered farmers and other employers too poor themselves to pay very much
for labour. ……Land enclosure in the first half of the 19th Century had
deprived the farm labourer of common land that had traditionally provided
him with important additional food supplies. There were hundreds of people
who were not just poor, but very poor to the point of starvation. All over the
country … there was general dissatisfaction. In 1830 riots broke out when
labourers, blaming mechanisation for part of their woes, went on a rampage,
breaking thrashing machines, which they saw as the means of replacing their
labour. … The law took extremely harsh measures against the leaders.

In Australia, colonists were continually asking for agricultural labourers.
In order for the Wiltshire labourers to emigrate, assistance for the passage
had to be found; main form of assistance came from the Colonial Office; the
SA Government part of the revenues from the sales of land to the Colonial
Office for paying passages of emigrants – they also nominated the sort of
emigrant they wanted.  Despatching the emigrants was managed by a small
branch of the Colonial office at #9 Park Street, Westminister, known as the
Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners; they chartered ships, vetted
selection of the emigrants, collected deposits emigrants had to pay, and
looked after them at the port of embarkation. Arranging for would-be
emigrants to get in touch with Commissioners in Park St was done by agents
employed by the Colonial Government. These agents included parish
authorities (“the vestries”) working under the supervision of the Poor Law
Commissioners. Attempts were made to get landowners and parish vestries
to contribute to the cost of emigration, but farmers who paid the bulk of
parish rates refused.

Every emigrant was given a bible and a prayer book by the Emigrants’
Employment Society.
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Prior to 1849, assistance to emigrant was granted to agricultural labourers, shepherds,
female domestic and farm servants, and country mechanics.  From 1849, there was an
increase in the number of applicants, and Commissioners demanded some payment for
emigrants to aid passage.  Agricultural Labourers and Domestic Servants were required
to pay £2 each. 2

The Lamprell family are listed as paying an extra £37 because of over-age and for 3
extra children.  This was the largest amount any of the emigrants on the ‘Marion’ had
to pay: they were the oldest couple of board, and had the most children. 3

Suffolk, where the Lamprell family, and Benjamin Preston, came from, would have
been suffering similar economic hardships as those described above in Wiltshire. How
James and Elizabeth were able to raise the payment required – an enormous amount in
those times – remains a mystery.  Perhaps other family members helped them, in their
determination to emigrate and find a better life for their family.

From State Records, Nettley, SA4

Colonial Land and Emigration Offce
Park Street, Westminister

3rd February, 1851

Sir,
I am directed by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to

acquaint you for the information of the Lieut. Governor that they have
chartered the ‘Marion’ for the conveyance of Emigrants to South Australia
to sail from Plymouth about the 6th of March.

I have the honor to be
Sir

Your most Obed. Serv.
…  Walcott
Secretary

To The Colonial Secretary
South Australia
_______________________

The final departure list (350 people) indicates that the majority of passengers came
from Wiltshire (258), and the balance from other areas of Great Britain. The Lamprell
family, Benjamin Preston, 21, (who later married Mary Ann) and Charles Robinson,
20, were the only passengers from the English county of Suffolk.

Little Wratting, Suffolk, where the family lived, is approximately 390 km (or 245
miles) from Plymouth, as the crow flies.  It appears that the family went overland from
Suffolk to the Emigrant Depot in Deptford, London. 5  From there they would have
travelled by steamboat around the coast to Plymouth, to join the ‘Marion’.6  For
people who would not have travelled more than a few miles at most from their homes,
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this would have been a trying ordeal, without the long voyage in front of them.  No
doubt the children would have found it exciting!

This sketch, showing emigrants leaving for London before departing for South Australia,
appeared in The Three Colonies of Australia by Samuel Sidney, published in London in 1837.  It
contained many descriptions of the country as well as advice for intending emigrants.7

The golden rule seemed to be to take as much money but as few
possessions as possible.  … … A family man was similarly advised to take ‘no
cumbrous furniture, no pianos, no mangle’, for there was seven miles of land
cartage to be paid for between Port Adelaide and the town. … … Each
passenger had, however, to provide a mattress 3 ft by 6 ft for a double bed,
and 2 ft by 6 ft for a single bed, along with the following articles:
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Knife and Fork Half a gallon of sand
Table and tea spoons Half a Bath brick
Metal plate Two sheets of sandpaper
Hook pot Two coarse canvas aprons
Drinking-mug Hammer
Water-can Tacks
Washing-basin Leather straps with buckles, to

secure the beds neatly on deck, when
required to be aired

One scrubbing-brush Three pounds of margarine soap

In Family Colonization ships, emigrants could wash their clothes without
being seen, but as it would be difficult to wash linen, a supply to last the four
months voyage was required. The luggage was to be divided into three lots –
Not Wanted on Voyage, Wanted on Voyage, and For Use in Cabin or Berth.
The trunks and sea chests could be used as tables.

Advice was also given on sea-sickness:

Everyone knew there was no cure, but eating simple food for a week before
embarking, avoiding rich and greasy food on board, and taking ‘a little blue
pill, so as to get rid of any bilious tendency’ would do wonders.  Mr Robert
Gouger went further and advised passengers “By no means let sea-sickness
prevent you appearing at meals, as much is to be done by a strong
determination to conquer the inconvenience … … Do not go to bed and
persuade yourself you are ill, but lie on deck or walk as you best may.”

John Keynes gives a personal glimpse of his ancestor, Elizabeth Caines:8

… Elizabeth, her husband, Keros, and three children lived in a tiny village
in southern Wiltshire, suffering the lot of the farm labourer. The family decided
to take up the offer from the Wiltshire Emigration Society, applied for and were
accepted for emigration. … Elizabeth was six months pregnant at the time.

One can only imagine the trepidation with which Elizabeth and her fellow
travellers faced the perilous and highly uncomfortable voyage to the other side
of the world. These were people who had lived in the same area for
generations, where travel would have been restricted to nearby villages.

The following information was taken from publications prepared by the Edithburgh Museum:

The ‘Marion’, a large three masted ship of 919 tons, built in Quebec,
Canada in 1850, and under the command of Captain Kissock, set sail from
Plymouth, England, on Monday 24th March 1851, with 350 emigrants aboard –
all bound for South Australia.

The emigrant list was made up of –
68 married couples
74 single males
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37 females
46 male children [1 yr & under 14 yrs]
41 female children [1 yr & under 14 yrs]
 9 male infants [under 1 yr]

 7 female infants [under 1 yr]

George Kissock – Captain
Joseph Sanger – Surgeon Superintendent

James and Elizabeth are listed on the Certificate of Final Departure as:

Lampril James 42 – Agric. Labourer from Suffolk
Elizabeth 40
Elijah 13
Henry   9
Charles   7
Harriett   5
John   1
Mary Ann 15 – Domestic Servant
William 18 – Agric. Labourer

Mr John Bettess, 22, a carpenter from Cornwall, was appointed Schoolmaster, and
Sarah Trewartha. 21, a servant, also from Cornwall, was appointed Matron.  Both were
promised a gratuity of five pounds:

‘provided their duties have been discharged to the satisfaction of the Colonial
Government.’9

Possibly Elijah, Henry, Charles and Harriet were able to attend lessons with Mr Bettess.
What would he have taught the children, as his occupation is listed as Carpenter?

Arrangements on Board:

That the said Ship shall at all times …… be fitted with proper bed places
for the accommodation of the passengers; with separate Hospitals for males
and females, fitted up with bed places and with two swing cots; - with
sufficient water closets, a head pump, a good external accommodation ladder
for the use of the passengers in embarking and disembarking; - and, for the
exclusive use of the Passengers, with such cooking apparatus as may be
approved of by the said Commissioners, or their Agents: - and with the
following articles in sufficient numbers, viz: - tarpaulins, awnings, wind sails
and screens for each hatchway, scuttle butts, a large bathing tub, and canvas
screens for bathing, clothes lines and stops, swing stoves, flour and other
scales, proper weights according to the standard, to be duly stamped (which
alone are to be used on the voyage), pewter, wooden, and tin measures, mills,
one for grinding biscuits for the young children, separate lights for the
Hospital when required, lamps properly secured so as to prevent accidents
from fire, (which are to be kept burning all night between decks when there
are passengers on board), with an adequate supply of the best sperm oil for
their use; with good coals, wood, and coke, scrapers, brooms, sivtubs, one
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ton of dried sand, to be shipped at Plymouth if the vessel puts in there, and
stones for dry rubbing, four to be mounted – together with whatever else may
be by the Commissioners or their Agents, be thought it necessary for the
cleanliness of the Ship, and the comfort and safety of the passengers ……

The following regulations were issued to passengers:

The groups are to choose six persons from their body to be called the group
committee whose duty it will be to preserve order on the lower deck, and see that
the deck is kept clean and attend during the issue of provisions; to see that each
mess has the proper allowance; and to keep a register of the brands on the
various casks of provisions, that they may know they are consuming the
provisions put on board for their use.

No smoking allowed on the poop, lower deck or abaft the main mast on the
upper deck.

Single men not go aft the main hatchway on the lower deck (except during
meals).  One side of the poop to be set aside exclusively for the captain's use and
comfort, and that of his officers.

The passengers to leave the poop deck at half past eight in the evening, and
the lamps to be extinguished at ten o'clock with the exception of the three large
ones on the lower deck and one on the poop, which will be left burning all night:
no lights permitted to be burning in the cabins, and those over the tables must be
removed.

No clothes may be dried in the cabins, or between decks.
Any firearms, gunpowder or lucifer matches discovered in the possession of

passengers will be taken by the captain, and retained by him until the termination
of the journey.

The scuttles not to be opened except by the carpenter of the ship, who will do
so when ordered by the officer of the watch.

Provisions will be issued at the following hours:
Water, daily at half past six in the morning, and all provisions at ten o'clock in

the morning of the days specified in the 'rations regulations'.  The odd messes, viz
1,3,5, will breakfast at eight in the morning, dine at one in the afternoon and sup
at six in the evening.  This will lessen confusion.  The emigrants are to prepare
their food for cooking, and take it to and receive it from the cook appointed in the
emigrants' service.  This duty should always be done by a man, as it is not proper
for respectable females to go forward amongst the ship's crew.

Passengers are strictly forbidden from giving any wine, spirits or beer to any
of the ship's crew or passengers' cooks.

The surgeon will attend on the lower deck daily at the hours of ten in the
morning and five in the evening.  It is requested that all applications for
medicines be made at these hours.

Bedding from the berths to be brought on deck twice a week, aired and the
berths cleaned.  The washing of passengers' clothes must be concluded before
nine in the evening.  It will be at the discretion of the surgeon to issue, three times
a week, to children under seven years of age, four ozs of rice or three ozs of sago
in lieu of salt meat.
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The baggage marked 'Wanted on the Voyage' will be so stowed in the hold that
it can be got at once a fortnight during the passage for the purpose of making any
change of apparel required.

All packages must be marked 'Wanted on the Voyage' or 'Not Wanted on
Voyage' and must be on the docks five days before sailing.

Each group was to receive:
One mess kit, with handle One tin oval dish – about 4 inches long

and 4 inches deep
One tin round butter dish, about 7 inches
in diameter and 3 inches deep

One mess bread-basket about 14 inches
by 10, and 6 ½ inches deep, with handles

Two 3-pint tin pots, with covers and bar-
hooks, for boiling water

One 3-gallon water-breaker properly
slung for use

One potatoe net One pudding bag
One mess towel With an addition of one-fifth to provide

against loss or breakage

Dietary Scale
That the following is to be the scale for one adult. Women to receive the

same as men; children between 1 and 14 to receive one-half. Infants under 1
year to be allowed one quart of water daily, but no rations.

Bis
cuiits

B
e
e
f

P
o
r
k

Pres.
Meat

Flour Oat-
meal

Rai-
sins

Suet Peas Rice Pres.
Pota
toes

Tea Cocoa
Nbls

Sugar Trea
cle

But
ter

Water

oz o
z

o
z

oz oz oz oz oz Pint oz oz oz oz oz oz oz Qt

Sund 8 6 6 3 2 1 ½ 4 ¼ 2 3
Mon 8 6 6 3 ¼ ½ 4 2 3
Tues 8 6 6 3 2 1 ½ 4 ¼ 2 3
Wed 8 6 6 3 ¼ ½ 4 3
Thur 8 6 6 3 2 1 ½ 4 ¼ 2 3
Fri 8 6 6 3 ¼ ½ 4 2 3
Sat 8 6 6 3 2 1 ½ 4 ¼ 2 3

Mixed Pickles One gill....................} Weekly } Salt ..................Two ounces
Mustard Half an ounce.........} } Pepper ............Half an ounce

That while in port, and for one or two days afterwards, if practicable, two-
thirds of a pound of fresh meat, one pound and a half of soft bread, and one
pound of potatoes per adult, are to be issued with a suitable supply of
vegetables, in lieu of the salt and preserved meat, and of the flour, suet, raisins,
rice, and peas.

That is shall be in the discretion of the Surgeon Superintendent to issue
three times a week, to children under seven, four ounces of rice of three ounces
of sago in lieu of salt meat.

That the Surgeon shall be at liberty to draw an additional quart of water
daily for the use of each person sick in the Hospital.

Women who may be nursing may have a pint of Stout each day, if ordered
by the Surgeon, and the Surgeon is to make liberal use of the Preserved Milk
for keeping the health of the younger Children.

Elizabeth had baby John to care for, as well as the other young children. The water
issued to the family each day was all that was available, for drinking purposes as well
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as for washing! How lonely she must have felt, as she would not have known any of the
other families before the ship sailed.

Three descendants of brothers Arthur (2) and William (22) Poole, from the County of
Lincoln, kindly provided a copy of a diary kept by Arthur Poole from the time the
brothers left the Emigrant Depot, Deptford, until just after the shipwreck.10  Arthur
Poole, and no doubt his brother, William, appear to have spent quite a lot of time on
deck, as readings are constantly recorded, as well as land sightings, contact with other
ships, sea and bird life.  The voyage would have been an adventure for them, but quite a
different story may have been told by families confined below decks with small
children and the many births and deaths of children during the voyage.

During the voyage there were –
6 deaths – 1 adult male

3 male children
1 female child
1 female infant

9 births – 7 males
2 females

Arthur Poole’s diary lists all the deaths and births, for example:

March 29th – Child born this morning
April 3rd – A man died this morning, but he was fast declining when he came on
board
April 5th – A child died this morning
May 7th – Another child died last night
June 26th – Had another increase to our now numerous family today
June 27th to 29th – They managed to add another young one to the stock last night.

On July 8th he noted:

There was another birth last night. I think they, this colonist, will not require
many more Emigrants for it is my firm opinion if the Emigrants of the Marion
were assisted by a cargo as fruitful as themselves they will soon populate South
Australia.

Arthur Poole also noted in his diary when rations were restricted:

June 26thto 29th – We are put on short allowance of water today
July 4th – Fair wind found some more water today “that had been mislaid
before”
July 10th – Our full allowance of water was given to us today
July15th – Put on short allowance of water again today owing to some
carelefs stowing as 6 casks got loose and was staved, in the Hole

The diary also noted:

June 26th – We found out today that we were not getting our propper
weight of per …… beef as allowed by the scale of rations. Made a
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calculation and found that from the commencement of the voyage to the
present date, we were 624 lb short. We complained of it to the Doctor and
Captain and demanded our proper weight in future and also … … …
whole of what was due to us from the commencement of the voyage. They
(the Doctor or Surgeon Superint t and Captain) said we should have our
“proper weight” in future but could say nothing about the back rations.
We told them they would have to say something about it for we were
determined to have it or expose them when we reached Adelaide. At last
they found all their talk and threats of no use, they yeilded to our demands.

John Keynes also notes:11

The matter of space – or lack of it – was an endless source of irritation.
While all the British passenger acts, to a greater or lesser degree stipulated
how much space each migrant should have for his or her personal
accommodation below deck, no mention was ever made of deck space for
exercise or recreation. … When it [the ship] was loaded and ready for sea
there was normally no deck space available for passengers’.12

For the pregnant Elizabeth Caines, the distress of sea-sickness must have been acute,
particularly as the ship’s captain was to report later in Adelaide that the voyage had
been particularly rough and stormy.

With the wind in the best position, that is from behind, but slightly on one
quarter, the bow tended to tilt down into the sea and when rising to the swell
produced a pitch and toss motion, one of the most uncomfortable found aboard
ship at sea. The irregular, almost corkscrew motion tended to upset stomachs,
even after weeks at sea.13

Arthur Poole records that there was ‘fair weathe’ for most of the voyage, except for:

March 25th to 28th – Heavy weather and blowing hard. We have hard work to
keep off the Cornish coast the wind being right in our teeth. There is a deal of
seasickness on Board.
May 23rd to 26th – Foul wind the vessel tacking every 4 hours but makes little
progress on her voyage.
May 31st – Foul wind and child died last night  Lat 250 49’ S.
June 6th – Blowing hard from the westerd. 10 a.m. wind changed and we was
compelled to lay too under a heavy gale from the S. … the ship heading the
Easterd striped of all her canvas except the Main Topsail closed reefed. She
drifted 3½ knots per hour to Leeward. Lat 350 South.

The Captain got drunk to keep his spirits up, also to keep fear away, for
in my opinion he and infernal coward    in this state he went down to the
single womens apartment to see (as he said) if any men was there accussing
them for harbouring his men in their berth.  The poor girls were all crying
with fear before he came to them and when they found out the Captain was
Drunk and out of his senses made them ten times worse.  He then went into
the married peoples place who were nearly all of them on their knees
praying and told them that if they did not turn out the sailors from their
berths they must abide by the consequences, for he could not work ship by



Page 10

himself and she would go down before long, he then came into the young
men apartment, we were in our berth singing songs in our turn to pass the
time as comfortable as we could for we were all battened down and that is
no comfortable thing. We took no notice of Mr Captain untill he began to
roar out for his sailors, he said he get his crew to put us in irons if we did
not turn them out   so you can easily guefs how he was, so much for a
drunken Captain.  We had a first rate crew    as it happened or ten to one if
ever we should have reached here.

An article in the S.A. Gazette and Mining Journal, Saturday, August 2, 1851 (see Page
28) mentions that the passengers spoke highly of the Captain’s conduct, both during the
voyage and when the ship struck Troubridge Shoal.  Arthur Poole, obviously, was not
one of those who would have spoken highly of Captain Kissock!

Arthur Poole’s diary noted:

June 30th –Blowing a gale. Last night it tore the fore yard from the mast and
it nearly went overboard and split the topsail to ribbons. I believe a part of
the sail reached this colony about a month or 5 weeks before us for I
witnefsed it leave the ship at a fine old rate. It will hinder us 3 or 4 days to
repair damages.

John Keynes writes: 14

The passenger accommodation was very restricted and primitive.

The berths were constructed from plain timber, simply a matter of four
posts between deck and deckhead, to which were affixed two wooden
platforms, possibly with sides – rather like an open topped, shallow box.
These rows upon rows of berths were then divided into three areas by
partitions, also of timber, providing apartments for married couples (and
children), single men and single women …

With so many people crammed together, ventilating and illuminating the migrant
accommodation was a constant problem.
.

Elizabeth Caines gave birth after 70 days at sea after rounding the Cape of
Good Hope.

Arthur Poole’s diary recorded:

June 2-4 – Contrary wind.  There was another increase to the now numerous
family.

It can only be imagined what trauma the Caines family, and Elizabeth in particular
experienced during that time.  How our Elizabeth (Lamprell) coped, with baby John
and the other children, is left to our imagination. Also, remember, she was not part of
the large number of Wiltshire emigrants, who would have had at least some bond
between them. It is hoped that she made friends with some of the other women.
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After a lengthy journey of 128 days, the ‘Marion’ was within hours of her destination.

It was reported in Adelaide newspapers in the following days that at about 10 pm on
Tuesday, 29 July 1851 – the ‘Marion’ struck the outer edge of Troubridge Shoal. This
was the first time an emigrant vessel had been lost in the Gulf.  All passengers
survived the shipwreck, but, unfortunately Mrs Ann Johnson and her baby, her 4th
child born on the voyage, were thrown from a dray transporting them to a farmhouse
from Jervis Bay. Mrs Johnson died later that night, and her baby, although suckled by
Mrs Felstead, also died later. The Johnson and Felstead families were both from
Hertsfordshire, UK.15

The following memos/letters were copied from the Edithburgh publication, or obtained
from the State Records, Nettley, SA. 16

Memo

July 31/51, 5 o’clock pm

Mr J G Briggs of Rapid Bay has just given us this information.
That the ‘Marion’ Govt Emigrant ship from Liverpool and Plymouth is
wrecked on Troubridge Shoal. 3 sailors (from a life-boat with passengers)
informed Mr Briggs yesterday evening that 60 more or less have been landed
at Cape Jervis – one emigrant, 9 women, and 8 or 10 children landed with
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the 3 sailors on Yoho beach, 2 miles north of Rapid Bay; where the boat now
is; and the people, 14 or 15 in number, are at Rapid Bay at Mr Burrows.

It is supposed that the other people are still with the ship on
Troubridge Shoal.

Mr Biggs has written to Hodges, a Corporal of Police, at Willunga, to
send flour on to Cape Jervis, leaving men at Bullaparinga for the use of those
who landed near Rapid Bay.

I authorise Captain Lipson in Steam Trig and Yatala, or either of
them, either personally or by Deputy to proceed to the aid of the shipwrecked
people and to take provisions with him in case of need.

Mr Briggs left Rapid Bay this morning at 9 o’clock having helped the
previous night in searching for those who were landed at Yoho Bay.

Captain Butler, Emigrant Agent; will see to the prompt execution of
these orders, which have already also been dispatched to the Harbor Master,
and acquaint me with the result.

H G Bray
____________________________

A list of names of passengers (mainly women and children), who went ashore in long
boats, was provided by John Keynes, but none of the Lamprell family are listed.

Some passengers also reached land at Sultana Bay, just north of present Edithburgh.
Gertrude Liddicoat was separated from her husband, John, and did not see him until 2
weeks later.17

Yesterday, about one hundred of the migrants reached the Port in the ‘Maid
of the Mill’; two parties are reported to be at Cape Jervis, and Rapid Bay, and
the ‘Yatala’, ‘Venus’ and ‘Flying Dutchman’ proceeded from the Port to the
Shoal yesterday morning, so that the probability is that in the course of this
day or tomorrow all the passengers will be landed at the Port.  The vessel
herself is a total wreck – the water being up to her main deck.18

The names of passengers who were transported to Cape Jervis, Rapid Bay and Sultana
Bay are listed in various newspaper articles. The Lamprell family and Benjamin
Preston are not mentioned.  It could be that they remained on board until picked up by
the ‘Maid of the Mill’ – a coastal vessel.

Another report stated that the  ‘Yatala’ and ‘Venus’, left Port Adelaide, at daylight on
Friday, 1 August 1851.

The Shoal was reached at 12 o’clock, and the ‘Marion’ found deserted,
but still upright. The rudder had been knocked away, and the water was
nearly up to the main-decks. Whilst discussing the propriety of going over to
Cape Jervis in the ‘Yatala’, with the expectation of finding some of the
passengers there, a boat most opportunely arrived from Yorke’s Peninsula,
bringing information that 200 of the emigrants were landed on that shore.
The ‘Yatala’ consequently proceeded to the Peninsula, after having
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expeditiously loaded the ‘Venus’ and ‘Frolic’ with as much of the
emigrants’ luggage as could be got out … …19

Arthur Poole recorded in his diary:
July 27th – Expect to see land tonight
July 28th – Saw Kangaroo Island at 3 a.m., calm all day.
July 29th – A light contrary wind.  The ship beating up the Gulph all day.  8
p.m. The ship struck on a reefe on the Trobridge Shoaland all efforts to get her
off again proved uselefs.  The Captain finding that she was fast filling with
water immediately gave orders to get the boats out.  By 10½ p.m. the pinnance
loaded with women and children left the ship for land about 8 to 10 miles
distant, and by 12 p.m. the other boats, namely the Long boat and two life boats
left the ship. By that time … …

(next portion lost)

… … the day in landing the Emegrants and at 5 p.m. a small vefsel came and
took the rest of us, about 90, from the wreck.  The Captain and ordered all the
crew to leave her to her fate, it was feared that if it came on to blow here she
would go to pieces before morning.  We went and anchored close in shore but
did not land except one boat load and Wm was one that (in the boat) went
onshore.   So I shall leave him here till I get to Adelaide  ( The long boat and
life boat have not been seen or heard of yet )
July 31st – 4 a.m.  Up anchors and sailed several miles along the coast untill we
came to a … … …

(next portion lost)

… … was now nearly calm.  Thus we were doomed to spent another night on
the deck for the hole was nearly filled with boxes and the other part was
allotted off to some sick females.
The S.W. winds here are like the North Easters at home, very cold, and we had
a cold one in the extreme and it laid fast hold on our hungry Bellies.  But here
again I was very lucky   One of the sailors got drunk and the Captain asked me
to take his place at the Main sheet which was close to a lot of young women and
when we cast anchor for the night, I went and cast … …

(next portion lost)

… … And I believe we all, at least I thought I never eat anything so nich in my
life.  In the evening we were all sent (the women were conveyed), but the men
had to walk to the New Police Barrack, Adelaide.  We each had a blanket given
to us and we slept on the floor.  Now I’ll go back and fetch Wm up to scratch.
On the evening of 30th July when Wm left the small vefsel to go on shore in the
boat.  They found they had to land on a beach similar to that between Aber and
Penman ………and cound not get nearer than … …

(next portion lost)
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… … after that they managed to walk on shore not a bit the dryer from their fall
and by dint of hard walking and hard shouting they managed to get together in
about 3 hours from the time they left the boat.  They made a fire and laid down
round it cold, wet and hungry.
31st July – After a very [un]comfortable night they all started to find a sheperds
hut the sailors of the small vessel told them of and after walking about 2 hours
they found by the bearing of the land that they were in the wrong direction
They then altered their course and walked 4 hours before they came to the
place they were looking for.   with their belley grumbling and growling and
when they … …

(next portion lost)

… … and at 10 a.m. they saw the Government Schooner making towards them
and by 12 a.m. they were all aboard and cutting away into the Beef Biscuits and
Tea to their hearts content.
They arrived at the Port about 7 p.m. and stoped there for the night.   Next
morning (the 3rd)  they were sent up to town to the New Police Barracks and
joined us about 12 a.m.
We are all together again except the 2 boat loads before mentioned but we
know where they are, it was by their means the first intelligence of the wreck
reached the authorities or Government.  It appears that after they left the ship
there unable to get … …

(next portion lost)

upwards, but the waves washed them on shore    they were all conveyed to
Adelaide on dray where they arrived on Tuesday August 5th and now we are all
together.
One married woman fell out of the dray on her way to Adelaide and was killed.
Now I shall wind up with a few remarks
1. We had a long passage nearly 19 weeks but ours was a first rate sailing ship
but badly supplied with sails
2. We had very bad stores on board and we was put on short allowance of
water when … … …

____________________________

The Adelaide Times, Saturday 2nd August, 1851, states that:

‘ ….. Captain Kissock arrived at the Port yesterday morning, and complained
that the charts of this coast are not properly laid out, the reef on which his
vessel struck not being named in them. He complains, too, and not without
reason, of the absence of a light in so dangerous a locality, and where the
current is so strong, and so likely to mislead……’

____________________
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Recd August 2nd, 1851

Memo

I received Captain Butler’s letter of yesterday, dated 1/2  p4, mentioning
that 173 of the Emigrants from “Marion” had been mustered. Mr Ironhouse
also called at Govt. Hse about 8 of pm and was in expectation that a large no.
would reach Adelaide before midnight.

I would suggest that none should be despatched from the Port except in
sufficient time to arrive in town before dark.

I sent Mr Coleman’s letter of yesterday per “Hibernia” to D G Street
with a note appended that parties of emigrants had been landed at Cape
Jervis and Rapid Bay and that a vessel had been despatched to bring them to
Adelaide.

I should be glad, by the “Hibernian” if this has not already sailed, or by
the first ship, to announce the safety, or otherwise, of the remaining no. of
people yet to be accounted for.

My circulars enquiring into the demand for labor, and the kind and price
to be given, seem not to have obtained much circulation, as no one can be
found who has heard of this information. I suggest that one be published in
next Gazette, which will gain repetition in the journals, with a note that
answers have not been sent to you.

It is of pressing importance, to leave nothing untried to get employment
for the emigrants already arrived and the numbers in this way, or to arrive at
once at a certainty that there is no demand for them.

Dr Nash should look after the restoration, if necessary, or the
preservation of the health of the “Marion” people, after the trying scenes
they have gone through.

__________________________

Native School
1st August, 1851

Sir,
I have just been informed by the Immigration Agent that the Vessel Marion

is on Shore and that the Immigrants are to be at once landed and placed in the
New Police barracks and attended by me.

I am obliged to leave town tomorrow for the North, to carry out instructions
received from Mr Mann relating to the Kapunda murder.

I have two native witnesses to bring in, and possibly they may be in the
neighbourhood of the Buna Mine, and I shall not be in town until tomorrow
week the 9th current.

I am sorry therefore to state that I shall not be able to do anything for the
Immigrants.
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The Clerk who formerly acted in my absence is now removed, and neither
wood, nor rations, could be issued from any office during my absence.

I have the honor to be, Sir
Your most obedient servant

M Mosshouse
Protector of Aborigines

The Honorable
The Colonial Secretary

____________________________

Destitute Asylum
August 2nd, 1851

Sir,
I have the honor to inform you that agreeably to instructions received

from His Excellency , the Lieut. Governor, I have visited the shipwrecked
Immigrants by the “Marion’. I find that four females have been removed to the
Hospital, and one to the Destitute Asylum I have provided for one adult and
one child – The Immigrants appear in good spirits, and in consideration of the
judicious sanctions adopted have suffered much less than could have been
imagined. – about 20 children under 7 years of age are wet and dirty, and have
no change of garments – I have reported this to the Secretary of the Destitute
Board who is taking the necessary measures for their relief.

I have the honor to be
Sir

Your Most Obed. Serv.
James …………
Co. Surgeon

The Honble
The Col. Secretary

________________________

The South Australian Register, Monday, August 4, 1851, states:

…’According to the stipulations of the charter-parties or contracts with the
Commissioners, the emigrants are entitled to remain on board or to be
victualled on board at the ship’s expense for a certain period.  This
arrangement is for the purpose of enabling them to have a few days to look out
engagements and lodgings.

____________________________
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From “The South Australian Register”, Monday, 4th Aug 1851:

‘The disastrous occurrence of the loss of the ‘Marion’ upon Troubridge
Shoal has exhibited in a very grievous degree the effects of the remissness for
which we have so frequently, but in vain, reproached the Government, in not
providing accommodation for the reception of the immigrant masses which
may from time to time be approaching our shores. It is true this is the first time
that an emigrant vessel has been lost in the Gulf.  But still the possibility of
such a melancholy catastrophe ought to have weighed sufficiently with the
authorities to constrain them to accede to the wishes of the public, even if they
thought that, when arriving safely in the ordinary course, no such
responsibility for the shelter and sustenance of the immigrants lay at their
doors.  According to the stipulations of the charter-parties or contracts with
the Commissioners, the emigrants are entitled to remain on board or to be
victualled on board at the ship’s expense for a certain period. This
arrangement is for the purpose of enabling them to have a few days to look out
for engagements and lodgings. But in a case like the present, where the poor
creatures escape from the wreck as best they can, and find themselves suddenly
cast ashore on the land of their hopes and fears, with perhaps scarcely a
change of clothing, it does seem to be a monstrous defect in our administrative
arrangements, that there should be no public place of refuge for them under
such circumstances.’

___________________________

From “The South Australian”, 5th August 1851:

… The emigrants are located for the present in the police barracks on the
park land and in a large iron store at the Port. Those in town have been kindly
visited by Lady Young, and the whole are well supplied with rations.  It is also
his Excellency’s intention to afford them assistance either in money or clothes
to the extent of the outfit required by the Commissioners at home.

____________________________

All of the newspapers called for the need to establish an “Emigrants Home”, and
donations were received from several citizens towards this end.

The South Australian Register”, Monday, 4th August 1851 states:

… … The “Adelaide Benevolent and Strangers’ Friend Society” …… a
committee has been appointed ……  to co-operate with the Emigration Agent
and the Surgeon-Superintendent of the vessel, in ascertaining the nature and
amount of the losses sustained by the emigrants, and in affording relief.  His
Excellency has expressed his intention, upon the requisition of this Committee,
to afford assistance, either in money or clothes, to the extent of the outfit
required by the Commissions at home. In the meantime they are supplied with
rations and with shelter at the Barracks lately built for the Mounted Police,
which fortunately happened to be unoccupied. … …
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The South Australian Register, Adelaide: Wednesday, August 6, 1851 states:

Two sermons were preached at Trinity Church on Sunday last by Bishop Short,
on behalf of the shipwrecked immigrants by the ‘Marion’…
That in the morning was from Acts XXVIII: verse 2 –

“And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness; for they kindles a
fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of
the cold.”

That in the evening was from Matthew XXV: verses 35 and 36 –
 “For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me
drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was
sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me.”

The total amount collected was 21 pounds 2 shillings 6 pence, which is to be
placed in the hands of the Strangers’ Friend Society for distribution amongst
the sufferers.

A service was held at the Edithburgh Uniting (Methodist) Church, on the
morning of 29 July 2001, and the above verses were read.

‘The Adelaide Times’, Saturday 9 August, 1851 states:

The Governor is said to have taken up the determination of restoring to the
Marion’s emigrants an equivalent for whatever baggage they may have lost by
the wreck on Troubridge Shoal on Tuesday week. This is a praiseworthy
determination, and to make it of any value, no time should be lost in carrying it
into effect.  … … The sooner they are got out of the barracks, however, and
suitable employment is procured for them, the better it will be for themselves
and for all parties concerned.  They are mostly farm servants, we are told, of a
very eligible class, with a few bricklayers, joiners, plumbers and mechanics,
and those in want of such persons would do well to make as early application
as possible, either to Mr Moorhouse, or at the Colonial Labour Office, King
William Street.  This would be a much better way of assisting them, than by
wasting useless sympathy about them, or attempting to raise contributions on
their behalf.
_________________________

Adelaide, August 11th 1851

Sir,
I have the honor, by the L Governor’s directions to request that you

will immediately prepare a Warrant for a further advance of £150 to be paid to
the Colonial Storekeeper as acting for the Immigration Agent, during his
temporary absence, to enable that Officer to make requisition to the
Immigrants per ‘Marion” for the losses sustained by them individually by the
wreck of that vessel.

I have to … … …
L Sturt

Auditor General
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All the people who assisted the emigrants were recompensed for any expenses incurred
by them.  These were for items such as:  Board and Lodging, Hire of Dray,
Refreshments, Flour, Bread, Biscuits, etc, and amounted to almost £1,000.20

The following are letter/memos regarding employment and the issuing and returning of
tools for 50 emigrants to work, temporarily, on street works, for the South Australian
Government.21

City Commissioners Office
Adelaide, 4th August 1851

Sir,
An application was made to the Board this morning by parties interested

in the immediate employment of the shipwrecked emigrants per ‘Marion’,
wishing to know whether the City Commissioners could find employment for
the men.

The Board would beg to inform you that they could employ fifty men
advantageously on Works of urgent problem as ability; but they are
restricted from doing so by the facilities.

City Commission being already fully appropriated are in fact nearly
expended.

Should the Government therefore deem this to be a case calling for
special interference, the Commissioners would suggest that fifty of
immigrants might be employed by this Board on Streets Works, for say one
month at an average of wages of one guinea per week per head. –
Government of course making a special grant for this purpose, at the end of
which period the men would be in a position to find other employment.

The Board must however inform you, that the City Surgeon has been
compelled to dismiss fourteen men last week for want of funds.

I have the honour to
Sir

Your Most Obedient Servant
Francis S Dutton
Chairman

_______________________

City Commissioners Office
Adelaide, 11th August 1851

Sir,
With a view to carrying out the understanding come to on the 5th instant at

the meeting of the City Commission at which you were present – for giving
employment to a number of the Immigrants per ‘Marion’.

I have the honor to request that His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor’s
authority be given for an Expenditure of £200 – in addition to the usual
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Expenditure of £1000 for Weekly Pay Lists and that an advance warrant be
prepared accordingly.

I have also to request that the amount of £30 for the purchase of Implements
for these Immigrants – these to be defrayed by the Government – be placed in
the Credit of the Commissioners Deposit Account.

I have the honor to be
Sirs

The Honorable Your Most Obedient Servant
The Colonial Secretary Francis S Dutton

Chairman
________________________

Adelaide, August 22nd 1851
Sir,

The Lieut. Governor having been pleased to authorise the City
Commissioners to expend £30 in purchase of tools for the use of the
Immigrants from “Marion”, I have the honor, by His Excellency’s directions,
to request that you will take charge of these tools – which are the property of
Government – when handed over to you by the Commissioner, who will be
instructed accordingly.

I have to
The Colonial Storekeeper Chs Sturt
________________________

Adelaide, August 22nd 1851

Sir,

I have the honor, by the L. Governor’s directions, to request that when
the tools pass for by the Government for the use of the Immigrants from
’Marion’, while working under the superintendence of the Town Surveyor,
are no longer required for that service, they may be returned into the hands
of the Colonial Storekeeper, who has been instructed to take charge of them.

I have to
Chairman Chs Sturt
City Commissioners
________________________

City Commissioner’s Office
Adelaide, 25 Aug 1851

Sir,

The Board of City Commissioners beg to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 22nd instant enquiring that when the tools supplied to
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the Immigrants per ‘Marion’, employed under the City Surveyor, are no
longer required for that service; they may be returned into the hands of the
Colonial Store-Keeper.

I have the honor to inform you in reply that, it was intended by the
Board, at the time when Government granted the money for that purpose,
that they were to be given to the Immigrants on their leaving the City Works.
Some of them have already left the Works, and with the understanding
referred to, have taken their tools with them.

I have the honor to be
Sir
Your Most Obedient Servant

W H Freeling
Captain

The Honorable Chairman
Colonial Secretary
________________________

City Commissioner’s Office
Adelaide, 1 Sept 1851

Sir,

Your letter dated August 27th respecting the tools furnished to the
Immigrants per “Marion” was not received in time to be answered at the
Board Meeting of the 28th instant.

I now have the honor to inform you that the subject was considered this day,
and the Board are unanimously of opinion, that the remarks you have directed
to His Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor, to address to this Board were
quite uncalled for.

At the special meeting of the Board, held on the 5th August, at which the
Colonial Secretary, the Auditor General, the Immigration Agent as well as
Capts Dutton, Blyth and Myrtle, the City Surgeon & Clerk were present, it was
distinctly intimated to the Colonial Secretary by Mr Dutton, the Chairman, that
the City Commissioners could not undertake to furnish the Immigrants, who
were to be employed, with tools, such being contrary to their practice with
regard to their own workmen, from the liability of the tools being made away
by the men, and that it was distinctly understood, by all the gentlemen present,
that the Government were to find the tools, and that the men were to be
allowed to keep the tools by way of outfits, and was an additional inducement
to them to merge into the general labor market as soon as possible, which the
possession of those tools would facilitate.

These tools were only supplied to heads of families, and care was taken that
no one family obtained more than one set of tools.
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Under the above circumstances, the recovery of the tools is impracticable;
the men have already left the Works.

I have the honor to be
Sir

Your Most Obedient Servant
Francis S Dutton

The Honble Chairman
Colonial Secretary
________________________

Adelaide, September 10th 1851

Sir,
I have the honor, by the L. Governor’s directions, to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of the 1st Instant on the subject the tools supplied to the
Immigrants from ‘Marion”, and to inform you that H.E. was not apprized by
any one of the intention to allow the Immigrants to retain the tools, or he
would have dissented from what he still considers an unnecessary waste –
the tools, after have been used on the public works were not – as H. E.
understands – at all of a character to be useful in the ordinary pursuits of
laborers; and under any circumstances, the indulgence of lending the
immigrants tools was sufficient – A private employer having tools would
have looked well to their punctual return – and I am directed to observe
that, in the absence of any special knowledge, the Immigrants were to retain
the tools, H. E. reckons was great a care of Government property, as would
have been exhibited – he is well persuaded – in the case of private property.

I have etc
Chs Sturt

Chairman, City Commrs.
________________________

Despite the arguments as to whether or not to give the tools to the emigrants, it is not
known if James or William Lamprell, or Benjamin Preston, were employed in this
manner.  However, this correspondence does illustrate that employment was not easy to
find, and that the City Commissioners did attempt to employ some of the men.

The South Australian Register, Tuesday, 19th August 1851, states:

…… To the kindnesses experienced from individual colonists, and the
assistance afforded by the “Stranger’s Friend Society”, have been added the
parental solicitude of the Government, which has been exercised with a
kindly, judicious, and most praiseworthy liberality; the amount expended on
account of the ‘Marion’s’ passengers, or laid out for the purpose of replacing
their losses, having considerably exceeded nine hundred pounds. They have
now dispersed to enter upon their various employments or with a view to
obtaining suitable situations, and we hope soon to announce that such have
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been found for all of them; the sympathies called into exercise by the recital
of their misfortune being universal and unabated.

With respect to the single women by that vessel, we are glad to report that
they have all met with engagements……

We can therefore assume that Mary Ann Lamprell was able to obtain employment.

As people had to wait until employers came to employ them, William may have got
work, but who would take James and Elizabeth, already in their 40s, with 5 dependent
children?

The South Australian Register, Monday, August 11, 1851, criticises the system for the
employment of emigrants, and compares it with the ‘perfect’ system operating in
Sydney, Bathurst, Maitland, etc, where the day of landing is advertised, depots set up,
and emigrants, at the expense of the Government, proceed to these places direct from
the ship. They are allowed to remain at the provincial depots until services are
engaged., giving every one on both sides an equal chance.

… … Three agreements are drawn up – one by the agent, one by the party
hiring and one by the person hired. Any girl not meeting with an engagement is
allowed to remain at the depot until she receives a reasonable offer of
employment, or as long as she conducts herself with propriety. … … …

This plan is praised because:

… ……  above all [men] are prevented the pain, the annoyance, and the
exhaustion attendant upon going from house to house, and from place to place,
seeking work, often sinking with fatigue and sickening at heart with
disappointment. … …

The South Australian Register, Monday, 5 August, 1851 states:

It may fairly enough be presumed that the entire ship-load are unprovided
with money, and certainly it is most desirable that any little stock which some
them may have contrived to bring with them should not be encroached upon
for the supply of food and house-room before they have had time to look
about for work. … … … From seven to ten days would be the utmost time for
which we should think the immigrants ought to be entitled to occupy their
temporary home.  By far the latest proportion of the labourers imported are,
or ought to be, agricultural labourers – such men as are wanted in every
direction, and in every corner of our settled districts. We conceive, therefore,
that the wives and families of such men ought, in common fairness, to be
offered a home at the public expense until an exchange of letters by the
country posts can be accomplished. We have known of cases in which some
newly-arrived immigrants, in consequence of information furnished at the
Labour Office, have walked from fifty to a hundred miles, and when they got
to the places found that others had been engaged in the meantime.
Employment is what the people want. It is all that they came out here for. It is
their own interest as well as their natural desire to meet with it as quickly as
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possible; and therefore they would be anxious to get away from the temporary
domicile immediately .……

________________________

The Immigrant’s Guide to Australia (published in 1853) advised:

The best time to arrive in Australia is between the months of November
and February, as during that period the sheep-farmers and stock-holders
come down to the towns with their drays of wool or herds of cattle for sale,
and are prepared to hire and take back with them fresh supplies of labourers
with their luggage.22

Despite the good intentions of the South Australian government, it would appear that
employment was not easy to obtain. All of the newspapers of the time carried articles
regarding the discovery of gold in Victoria, and many South Australian residents
simply downed tools and travelled to Victoria to try their luck.

Benjamin Preston left Adelaide for the Victorian gold fields. Benjamin, and his friend
Alexander Robertson, consigned gold with Alexander Tolmer’s First Gold Escort on 3
and 4 March 1852, to Adelaide. Benjamin sent 4 ozs gold, assigned to himself.23 The
original Receipt (No 402, dated 4th March) was viewed in the State Records at Nettley,
SA.24  The receipt is signed on the back, indicating Benjamin’s return to Adelaide,
although, according to Benjamin and Mary Ann’s Marriage Certificate (see Page 27)
neither could write – they have (his/her mark). His friend, Alexander Robertson, (later
to witness his wedding to Mary Ann, with Jane Robertson), also sent gold back. There
are no shipping records for Benjamin leaving or returning to Adelaide at these times, in
the Hodge Shipping Indexes25, but newspapers often listed small ships leaving and
returning to Adelaide with only the number of passengers on board given. Benjamin left
again for Melbourne on 7th May, 1852 on the ‘Amalia’.

There were also packets of original lists of people sending gold back to Adelaide at the
State Records26, but I could not find any mention of the name ‘Lamprell’ in these.

It is possible that William may have gone with Benjamin, on his first visit to the
goldfields, but there are no records to substantiate this. It is doubtful that James would
have gone also at this stage, leaving Elizabeth with the children.

The problem of unemployment seems to have been quite acute.  Elijah (13 on arrival in
Adelaide) may have been old enough to obtain work, but on 17th September, 1851,
Elizabeth and four children (presumably Henry, Charles, Harriet and John) were
admitted to the Destitute Asylum, now the Migration Museum, situated behind the State
Library in Adelaide.27

17 September – Mrs Lamprell and 4 children admitted, 2 ordered off on 29
September, but man got sick and renewed them and added man.

There is no further entry, and no other details.
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THE LAST REFUGE

The site of the Migration Museum has a history of human misery, loneliness and
suffering of immigrants unable to find work, unmarried mothers, deserted wives and
children, ophans, the aged and the sick.

They came to the shelter offered by the Destitute Asylum as a last resort before the
pavement or gutter.  They knew that they would lose their freedom and dignity when
they became inmaters behind the Asylum’s bluestone walls.

The causes of their poverty were personal misfortune and illness, bad harvests, husbands
and fathers not returning from the goldfields, financial recessions.  Often victims, they
were frequently held responsible for their destitute and dependent state.

We know of their lives through daily ledgers and reports kept by the officials who
controlled the Asylum.  These document the harsh realities of life for the poor and sick
in Adelaide.  It is only rarely, however, that we glimpse the thoughts and feelings of
those who once were inmates here.

Transcript of a Notice Board inside the Migration Museum

There are seven other people from the ‘Marion’ listed on the same page as Elizabeth
Lamprell.  There are more details given for these people:

10 September – Hodd Mr (33) wife and 3 – 1 child under 7 and 2 over,
(residence West Terrace) in colony 6 weeks – recommended by Immigrant
Agent –  newly arrived, no employment yet.

10 September – Blake J Mr (41) wife & 3 – 2 under 7, 1 over, in colony 6
weeks from ‘Marion’ – recommended by Immigrant Agent – newly arrived,
no employment yet.

15 September – Felstead, Elizabeth (36) and 2 – 1 under 7, 1 above,
(residence Brown Street),  in colony 6 weeks, recommended by Immigrant
Agent – wrecked immigrants, no employment yet.

The Migration Museum (formerly the Destitute Asylum),
where Elizabeth and the children would have been admitted,

on 17 September 1851.
This  became the Lying-in Building for expectant mothers.

Models of children, in period costume, seated on
an original bench inside the Admission Building.
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15 September – O’Connor, Mrs and 4 – 1 under seven, 3 over (residence
West Terrace), in colony 6 weeks from ‘Marion’, recommended by Rev M
[Sye] – husband gone to the country seeking employment.

16 September – Hyscock, Mrs Elizabeth (25) in colony 2 months from ‘Marion’,
recommended by Immigration Agent – near confinement – departed 24th.

16 September – Marshall, Mrs (23) (residence Wright Street) in colony 2
months from ‘Marion’ – Immigration Agent – husband out of employment.

13 September – Johnston (2) (residence Morphett Street) in colony 2 months
from ‘Marion’ (Labourer) from Immigration Agent – loss of employment.

These records tell their own story.  It would appear that suitable employment was not
easy to find.  James and/or William Lamprell may have been away in the country,
seeking employment.  It is difficult to imagine who the sick male may have been –
Elijah, William, or even James?

The facilities for confinement in the Destitute Asylum were primitive, to say the least,
and a doctor was not called until an emergency arose which usually resulted in the
death of the baby or mother, or both. 28

James did not leave for the goldfields until December 1851, and William in January
1852.  Was it left to Elijah (still really a child), with help from Mary Ann, to provide
for the family until James returned from Victoria in March 1852?

The Hodge Indexes for Departures to Melbourne and Arrivals from Melbourne (1846-
55) have cards for the following.29  Although there were two or three newspaper articles
mentioned with regard to these entries, time permitted only the printing of one article
for each entry:

16 December 1851 – J LAMPRELL (James) left for Melbourne on the brig “Flash”,
159 tons, Master – Smith.

24 January 1852 – W LAMPRELL (William) left for Melbourne on the brig “Mary
Clarke” 256 tons, Bickers – Master.

15 March 1852 – Jas LAMYRILL (James) returned from Melbourne (left 9 March) on
barque “Queen of Sheba” 310 tons, Caddell – Master.

7 May 1852 – B PRESTON (Benjamin) left for Melbourne on the schooner “Amalia”
136 tons, Funch – Master. Alexander Robinson also left with Benjamin.

10 April 1852 – Jas & Eliza Lamprele (James and Elizabeth – the children are not
mentioned) left for Melbourne on the brig “Punch” 147 tons. Allen – Master.

It may be assumed that Elijah, Henry, Charles and Harriet went with their parents, as
there are no further shipping records for their departure.
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Tragically, baby John died on 8th April, 1852, two days before James and Elizabeth left
Adelaide for Melbourne.

His Death Certificate lists him as:

Foreign Death in the District of Adelaide, 2½, Male, Dysentery.

His Death was not registered until April 26, 1852, and there is no signature or address
or Informant, or Signature of Registrar.30

The Hospital Records at the State Records of South Australia did not have any entry for
John.  Perhaps he was buried before James and Elizabeth left Adelaide, or it may have
been left to Mary Ann to attend to.  The family would have been devastated.

7 September 1852 – Benjamin Preston (with Alex Robertson) returned from
Melbourne on the barque “Margaret Brock” and are listed in “The South
Australian Register”, Saturday, September 11th, 1852, as subscribing
themselves (as steerage passengers) to a letter of testimonial to Captain
McMeckan, testifying confidence in his skill and vigilance as a commander.

8 October 1852 – Mary Ann LAMPRELL and Benjamin PRESTON (occupation Gold
Digger) were married at Trinity Church, Adelaide.  Alex and Jane Robertson were
witnesses.31

Unfortunately Elizabeth and James were not present at their daughter’s wedding,
having already left for Victoria.

Graham and Maurice Preston (descended from Benjamin Preston) organised a tour of
Trinity Church, on 28 July 2001, before driving down the Yorke Peninsula to
Edithburgh for the ‘Marion’ reunion.  The original Church (a wooden building),
where Benjamin and Mary Ann were married in 1852, was later replaced by the
present Church.  The church records for the earlier period are not retained at the
Church (they are in the State Records of South Australia), but the signature of the
Minister who married Benjamin and Mary Ann (viewed by Graham and Maurice)
was the same for several years after the new Church was built.32

Maurice Preston was given the honour of setting the clock in the Church Tower on
Saturday, 28 July 2001.

21 February 1853 – PRESTON (2) (Mary Ann and Benjamin?) left for
Melbourne on the brigantine “Adelaide Packet” 128 tons, R Roberts –
Master.

There is no card in the Hodges Shipping Index for William Lamprell returning to
Adelaide, or leaving again at a later date. We could assume, then, that he may have
stayed at the goldfields, until the rest of the family arrived.

Further enquiries, in writing, to the SA Genealogy & Heraldry Society, Unley, and the
State Records of South Australia, Nettley, for any other information on the Societies
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that took care of the families immediately after the shipwreck, the death of baby John,
and any other sources that could shed some light on the victims of the shipwreck, were
unsuccessful.  Records for some Friendly Societies are held, but date from the 1880’s.

How the family faired on arrival in Melbourne, and subsequently travelled to the
goldfields, is not known, but the family did settle in Creswick, and remained there, with
the exception of William and Elijah, who both moved to the Inglewood area upon their
marriages.  The first child of Mary Ann and Benjamin Preston died at the Campbells
Creek goldfields in 1854.  They eventually bought farmland at Kingston, just out of
Creswick, and the farm is still operated by the Preston family today.  A house that
belonged to Henry and Adelaide Lamprell still stands in the main street of Kingston.

And what of Captain Kissock and the Superintendent Surgeon?

The S.A. Gazette and Mining Journal, Adelaide: Saturday, August 2, 1851 reported:

… … the unfortunate ship was beating up the Gulf with a moderate breeze
from the north, when she suddenly grounded on the outer reef of the
Troubridge Shoal. The lead had been hove about five minutes before she struck
without finding bottom 20 fathoms. Immediately on the ship striking, Captain
Kissock, whose conduct the passengers we have spoken with, represent as
beyond all praise, not only during the voyage but in the trying emergency just
recorded, ordered out the boats, and succeeded in landing safely all the women
and children and a large number of men. ……

_____________________________

The South Australian Register, Adelaide: Saturday, August 9, 1851 states:

The following letter has been addressed by the Colonial Secretary’s Office,
August 7th, 1851.

Sir – I have the honour, by the Lieutenant-Governor’s directions, to request that
you will intimate to the Chamber of Commerce His Excellency’s wish that they
would appoint two of their Members to act as associates with Capt. Lipson, R.N.,
and Lieut. Dashwood, R.N., in a Commission to enquire into the circumstances of
the wreck of the ‘Marion’ on Troubridge Shoal, and whether any, and what blame
is attributable to the Master and officers of that ship.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

CHAS STURT, Colonial Secretary.

D. Melville, Esq., Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce.
P.S. – Captain Lipson will be requested to communicate with you as to the place
and time of meeting.
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Adelaide, October 3rd 1851

Cpt Kissock

Sir,
I have the honour, by the L. Governor’s directions, to inform you

that in his Despatches to the Home Government on the subject of the loss of
the “Marion” St. E. has reported that no gratuity has been issued in this
Colony, either to you or your Chief Officer; the question of gratuity being
left open for the decision of the Commrs at home.

I have to …
Chs Sturt

Cptn Kissock
late commdnr ‘Marion’

____________________________

Colonial Secretary’s Office
Adelaide, August 16, 1851

Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that in consequence of a
representation made to the Lieut. Governor, by the late Surgeon
Superintendent of the ‘Marion’ that he lost by the wreck of that vefsel
personal property of the value of £14, - His Excellency has been pleased to
authorise you to make compensation to that gentleman to the extent specified.

You are requested to inform Mr Sanger accordingly.

I have the honor to be,
Sir
Your obedient Servant,
Charles Sturt
Colonial Secretary

To The Immigration Agent
___________________________

No references to the payment of Mr John Bettes (Schoolmaster) and Miss Trewartha
(Matron) were located.
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