
Issue 11 September 2002 

1 

Marion 

article, including a copy of a marvellous 
speech her g-grandfather Thomas gave at his 
golden wedding anniversary celebration in 
1935.  Thomas was the son of the "Marion" 
James Algie.  The part-descendancy chart on 
page 2 shows Sue's relationship to James and 
Jane. 

Thomas's speech started as follows: 
"Thought I would like to tell you something 

of my history.  To do so, I want to take you 
back to the year 1850, to Scotland, to P…..
Shaws, Glasgow.  My father worked in the 
mines, things were very bad, so he and a 
friend, Mr Bennie, decided to come to Austra-
lia." 

The "P…Shaws" has not been identified.  
The "Mr Bennie" probably refers to John 
Bennie who emigrated with his wife Margaret 
and children Isaac and William on the 
Marion.  The Bennies came from Paisley near 

Glasgow and these places are shown on the 
page 3 map.  See the "Bennie" article in Issue 
3 (January 2002) of the “Marion” periodical. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Editorial 
This issue is taken up with an Algie article.  

Many thanks to Susan Bennett of Edithburgh 
for information on the Marion emigrant family. 

I have just heard from Pam Lockett of Shei-
dow Park in Adelaide, who is a descendant of 
Marion emigrants Jacob and Elizabeth John-
son.  An article will be included in a later issue.  

John Keynes,  Editor 

 
Emigrants James and Jane 
Algie 
 

Those of us who were at the 150th anni-
versary celebration at Edithburgh last year 
may have looked 
through the passenger 
sailing lists at that 
time.  The names on 
those lists were usu-
ally in alphabetical 
order.  They may 
have noticed that the 
first names on the 
lists were invariably 
"Algie".  This article 
concerns those Al-
gies, James and Jane, 
who sailed with their 
two children, Jane 
and Janet, on the 
Marion. 

The Algies came 
from Lanark in Scot-
land where James was 
employed as a miner.  
Lanark is some 23 
miles south-east of 
Glasgow (see maps on page 3).  Descendants 
of James and Jane were well represented at 
the Edithburgh celebration and a photograph 
of those who attended appears above. 

On the photograph at far left in back row 
is Sue Bennett who sent information for this 
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"So in March 1850 [actually 1851] they 
went on the sailing vessel "Marion" for Aus-
tralia with over 300 passengers and after 5 
months sailing and within a day's sailing off 
Pt. Adelaide, the ship ran on the rocks over 
where the lighthouse stands now.  The captain 
knew he should put the ship about, but was 
waiting till 8 o'clock till all the sailors would 
be on deck.  But he waited too long from the 
time she struck she was 1/2 full of water in 1/2 
an hour.  They got the little boats down and 
got the passengers in them and two sailors in 
each boat and sent them to find land with the 
passengers.  Some went across to Rapid Bay, 
some to Kangaroo Island and some to the 
Peninsula.  Father, mother and two children, 
Jane and Janet and father's mate, were in the 
boat and came to Sultana.  They went to the 
Sheppards (sic) Hut." 

This is a new, interesting account of the 
Marion's grounding.  The reference to Kanga-
roo Island has not been made elsewhere and 
that destination seems unlikely.  His reference 
to Jane and the two children accompanying 
James and John Bennie to shore at Sultana 
Point is not supported by newspaper reports at 
the time which listed Jane and the two chil-
dren as having been taken to Cape Jervis and 
thence overland to Adelaide.  There is no list-
ing of Margaret Bennie and her two children 
in the group taken to Cape Jervis.  As the ac-
count given by Thomas was that passed down 
from his parents, errors may have crept in.  
Perhaps it was the Bennie family that accom-
p a n i e d  
him to 
S u l t a n a  
Point and 
so on to 

the shepherd's hut.  His speech continues. 
"That is on Gerickes, and stayed there till 

a boat came from Pt. Adelaide and took 
them away to Port and then to Adelaide, to 
report themselves to the Government.  Then 
they had to examine what goods they got out 
of the "Marion".  But the only things they 
could find was the box of clothes they were 
using on the way out.  So that was what they 
had to start with in S.A. and the government 
then was not as now as there were no ra-
tions, they had to find work where they 
could.  Father and his mate got work on Hill 
River Station with Mr Hawker." 

There is a "Hill River" which rises east of 
Clare and flows northwards, entering the 
River Broughton near Spalding.  No doubt 
Mr Hawker had a station in the vicinity of 
this river. 

"Father went building huts for the shep-
herds, then the Victorian Gold 
Diggings started in 1852.  Fa-
ther and his mate got a horse 
and cart and went overland to 
them and stayed there about 3 
months, but did no good.  They 
came back to Hill River and 
went shepherding, each shep-
herd got 500 sheep to look after 
and feed and water.  They 
stayed at that for some years, 
then they took up land near 
Clare and went farming and 
carrying.  He started with bul-
locks, that was slow work, then 
he changed them for horses.  He 
did a lot of post cutting and 
hurdle making for the station.  
Well, it was in the year 1859 I 
came on the scene of action.  I 
have not much to tell about my-

self but what you know. 
In the year 1871 we came to Yorke Penin-

sula.  We and Sharps came together.  There 
was a wagon, 4 horses, a dray and 2 horses, 
a spring dray and spring cart, 2 horsemen, 
about 15 cattle.  We had to feed the cattle on 
sheoak at night and water them.  Father, 
mother and Isabell came by boat from Pt. 
Wakefield by Pt. Adelaide and to Coobowie.  
It was after sundown when we arrived at 
167, Sharp's section.  They asked me what I 
thought of it, and I wanted to know what they 
were going to do with it, as it was all scrub.  
Sharps had been down the winter before and 

put up a 2-
roomed hut, it 
was small for 16 
people to lodge 

(Continued on page 3) 

James ALGIE, b. 1827, d. 1900 
+Jane BOYLE, b. 1826, d. 1905 
��� Jane ALGIE, b. 1847 
�   +Henry LAVERTY, b. 1843, m. 1869 
��� Janet ALGIE, b. 1849 
�   +Vitmoius HITCHOX, b. 1845, m. 1871 
��� Isabella ALGIE, b. 1857, d. 1858 
��� Thomas ALGIE, b. 1859, d. 1945 
�   +Elizabeth JOHNSON, b. 1864, m. 1885, d. 1937 
�   ��� Lilly Jane ALGIE, b. 1888, d. 1975 
�   �   +Thomas Walter HANCOCK, b. 1887, m. 1912 
�   �   ��� Gifford HANCOCK 
�   �       +Patricia SMITH 
�   �       ��� Susan HANCOCK 
�   �           +William BENNETT 
�   ��� Edward James ALGIE, b. 1889 
�   ��� William Raymond ALGIE, b. 1891 
�   ��� Thomas Ernest ALGIE, b. 1894 
�   ��� Mary Elizabeth ALGIE, b. 1896 
��� Martha ALGIE, b. 1861, d. 1862 

Sharps had been down the winter before 
and put up a 2-roomed hut, it was small 

for 16 people to lodge in 
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thought I wanted a bit more.  So the Govern-
ment was asked for a bit of land to put a 
school on.  There was a piece selected near 
Hoares at Lake Fowler, but after thought, it 
was decided it was one sided.  Then Dia-
mond Lake was chosen and a school was 
built there by S. Carte.  He built himself a 
mud house and started school there.  That 

took 12 months to do, so no 
school that year, then the 
crop had to be put in for 
the next year.  So when that 
was done I was sent to 
school, but before going I 
had to find the cows and 
horses and then walk to 
school 2 1/2 miles.  I had 3 
months that winter.  The 
next winter I was too big or 
too important.  I was sent 
to night school 3 nights a 
week, and walk at that, or 
walk perhaps as far for a 
horse.  That finished my 
education as far as school 
was concerned, so if my 
grammar is not very good 
you will know why.  The 
schoolmaster told not to 
teach me grammar, geog-
raphy or history, just the 
three R's., Read, Rite and 
Rithmatic. 
Well, the next big event of 
importance was in the har-
vest 1875.  I was 16 1/2 
and was started with a 
stripper and 4 horses.  
They gave me a pole to 
steer with the horses, but in 
those days the stones were 
only picked once a year, 

before ploughing.  What was ploughed up 
had to remain till after harvest, get over 
them as best we could.  So when the off 
wheel came against a big stone, the machine 
was pulled into the crop, and it took half a 
chain before you could get her back again, 
with the pole.  So that only lasted till dinner 
time.  The pole was taken off and the steer 
abar [sic] put on and away I went.  That is 
59 years ago this year and I have been going 
ever since without a miss.  Well after harvest 
I had to plough with a double plough. 

In 1876, father bought the farm we are 
now on, a team of bullocks which was a new 
experience for me, but soon got into the way 
of driving them.  Then I had to go out every 
winter pulling down trees for people and our 

(Continued on page 4) 

 (Continued from page 2) 

in, but on Monday we shifted to section 304, 
put up a tent till we got a house up.  My job 
was to look after the horses and cattle, take 
them to water to 38 well, 2 1/2 miles and do a 
bit of ploughing.  I was then 10 1/2 years old.  
Well, we got the seed in, 40 acres, then it was 

time to fence and clear for next year.  Kanga-
roos were like flocks of sheep.  The blacks and 
shepherds had a race and yard made and 
would send them into this, then the blacks 
would go in the yard with waddies and kill 
them. 

We had to go to Yorketown for mail once a 
week and if it had not arrived by sundown, I 
was to come home.  There was no road, but I 
was alright if I got to Lake Fowler by dark, I 
could follow around that and get home, then 
go back again Monday." 

The map on page 4 shows the area.  I have 
not been able to identify sections 167 and 304, 
but Lakes Fowler and Diamond are shown.  

"The next thing was a school.  The govern-
ment did not build schools or find teachers or 
pay the teachers. I had only been to school 
about 6 months when we left Clare, so they 

A map of the Lanark area 
as it was in late 19th C. 
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land, as there was only 200 acres cleared 
when we got it." 

That was the conclusion of his speech.  The 
original copy of the speech is held by descen-
dant Bettsy Thompson.  Bettsy can be identi-
fied as No. 26 in the photograph included in 

the 1st issue of "Marion".  The partial descen-
dancy chart on page 2 shows that Thomas 
married Elizabeth Johnson.  She was the 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Edward Johnson of 
Coobowie.  Although there were Johnsons 
emigrating on the Marion, I can find no con-
nection.  Of course, Johnson is a very com-

mon name. 
Sue Bennett concluded her letter by men-

tioning that the Algae family still own the 
property last mentioned by Thomas.  This 
family property is now called "Titwood".  She 
also identified some other of the Algie descen-
dants, referencing them by number on the 
“Marion” Issue 1 photograph.  They are 

(Sue’s) father Gifford Hancock (56), uncle 
Ross Hancock (57), aunt Mary Fay Mumford 
(53), brother John Hancock (11), niece Tara 
Hancock (8), brother Gifford Neil Hancock 
(20?).  Sue is identified as no. 51.  The penin-
sular is no doubt proud of this pioneering fam-
ily.     � 

Articles for future issues of “Marion Family” Periodical will be welcomed. 
 
The Editor’s address and other details are as follows: 
 
John Keynes 
10 Bowey Avenue 
Salisbury Heights, S.A. 5109 
 
Telephone:      (08) 8258 9999  
Email:     ramacs@chariot.com.au 
 
This periodical can also be accessed on 
the world wide web from a web page 
produced by Beverley Matthews.  Ac-
cess at <www.users.on.net/esmarion>. 

If you know of someone who has an 
interest in the “Marion Family” 
history and would like to get paper 
copies of these periodicals as they 
are published, invite the person to 
send name, address and a book of 10 
stamps to the editor. 


