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APOSTOLIC MINISTERS 

 
APOSTOLIC CHARACTERISTICS 

 
Act 9:15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto 

me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  

 

The root meaning of the word “apostle” is simply “the sent one”. 

Apostles are not just those operating miraculous gifts of God. They are men 

“chosen” (Acts 9:15) Greek word is “ekloge”. The meaning is “divine selection”. 

“vessel” (Acts 9:15) Greek word is “skeuos”.  We are the chosen married vessels 

(by divine selection) living out the will of God by His power. Unlike natural man 

who chooses a wife, God has made a divine selection; He chooses us for his work. 

“commissioned”  (Acts 16:3; 15:39-41) 

“sent”  (John 13:16; Acts 9:19,20; 16:9,10) 

 

Mat 10:7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

“as ye go” Gk word. “porevomai” To traverse, journey. Especially to remove; 

implies [die, and live]  

 

Joh 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 

the world through him might be saved.  

 

The Gk. word for “sent” is “apostello” (set apart) “to send out purposely on a 

mission from God”. This mission is by commission. 

 

God may also commission and send his servants by visions or dreams. 

 

Act 16:9  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of 

Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 

10  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into 

Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the 

gospel unto them.  

 

The primary characteristic of true apostles should be that they are  

“men sent of God”. 

 

John 13:16  "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his 

lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 

  

“he that is sent”  This refers to the commissioned disciple. 

“He that sent him “  This refers to God, the one that commissioned the disciple. 
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In more recent times the word “missionary” has been used to indicate a particular 

vocation. When I was young, missionaries were those who were trained and sent 

out to work for God in foreign lands. It was exciting to hear of primitive tribal 

peoples giving their lives to the Lord. However, the word Apostle was rarely used. 

The word “apostolos” which is the Latin form of the Greek, indicates that the 

two words have the same meaning. 

 

If all missionaries today were filled with the Holy Spirit and were gifted of God in 

the same manner as the “early church apostles” with signs and miracles following 

the preaching of the word, then it would not be necessary to use the word 

“missionary”. The fact is some men and women should not be classified as 

missionaries. Many of these dedicated people should be called nurses, doctors, 

language translators, musicians, teachers, builders and administrators. The word 

“missionary” has been used so liberally over the years to describe the dedicated 

Christian workers hard at work in foreign lands. The true biblical meaning for 

Apostle (missionary) can only be found in the New Testament. Further study in 

the book of ACTS will give many spirit-filled believers in the body of Christ the 

minimum requirements and characteristics necessary to qualify as missionaries. 

 

Jesus said,   “I must work the works of Him the sent me.” 

 

Joh 5:17   But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.  

Joh 5:8   Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.  

Luk 5:13  And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be thou 

clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him.  

Luk 5:4  Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the 

deep, and let down your nets for a draught.  

 

God the Father is working; and we must work with Him even as Jesus did. 

 

First Apostle: 

 

Luk 1:31  And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 

and shalt call his name JESUS. 32He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 

the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 

 

The word “son” related to His person. This person named Jesus was the “Christ” 

from God. He was the son of the “highest”. 

 

It is said that the name “Christ” referred to his anointed office. 

In John’s gospel, Jesus referred to God as “the one who sent me”. In other words, 

Jesus had that absolute assurance that God sent him. In like manner, we as His 

ministers should know that we are sent from God to do His works. All God’s 
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workers should be “sent ones”; these are therefore ones in the “perfect will” of the 

Father. If there is no divine commission, there will be no divine work. There 

maybe many things done in His name, but only divine work is a permanent work. 

Divine work is achieved when the trully sent apostles are allowed to do the works 

of God. 

 

Heb 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider 

the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;    

 

The Gk. Word for “profession” is “homologia”. It means acknowledgment.  

“con – pro” fession. In other word; our confession becomes our profession. 

 

The Twelve Apostles. 

 

“The Apostle” the Christ sent from God selected only twelve men. These men 

would eventually be anointed as apostles. Christ gave these apostles special places 

in His kingdom.  

 

Luk 22:30  That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 

thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

God’s desire was to choose only twelve. Twelve was the Biblical number for 

“government”. 

 

Act 1:26  And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was 

numbered with the eleven apostles. 

 

This shows us that God appointed twelve apostles, it was a fixed number. 

Even in the “New Jerusalem” there is a special place for the “twelve” 

 

Rev 21:14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the 

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

Apostles to the church: 

 

Acts 13:2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 

Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

 

Barnabas and Saul became “sent ones”. They were commissioned by the Holy 

Spirit. Note the words of the Holy Spirit; “I have called them”. Those who are 

ministering for the Lord must possess credentials from heaven.  

Some went, not sent. 

I believe that all ministers worldwide must have their orders from above. 
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Acts 14:4   But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, 

and part with the apostles. 

 

These two were not among the twelve, but they were anointed apostolic ministers. 

They became two of the apostolic “body builders” of the church in their day.  

 

Briefly: God appointed His son to be “the apostle” (Heb 3:1) 

Christ appointed His twelve disciples to be “the twelve” (Lk 22:30) 

Then the Holy Spirit appointed other men and sent them forth into the nations as 

apostolic ministers. 

 

1 Cor 4:9  For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were 

appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and 

to men. 

 

It is believed that Sosthenes was a joint-writer of this epistle. Apollos was also 

with Paul at this time. What is clear, the “us” stated in this verse in Corinthians 

relates to more than one apostle. The present day church is so much bigger than it 

was in 70AD. Where are the needed increased numbers of present day Apostles 

and Prophets? 

 

Rom 16:7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, 

who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.   

 

1 Thes 2:6   Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, then 

we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. 

 

It is thought that “we” refers to Silvanus, Timothy (1:1) these two men were much 

younger than Paul, but still considered as apostolic ministers. 

 

1 Cor 15:5-7  And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6After that, he 

was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain 

unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7After that, he was seen of James; 

then of all the apostles.   

 

This verse mentions the “twelve” and then it refers to “all the apostles”. This 

would indicate that there were many other apostles. Even when Christ was on 

earth, it was not expected that the chosen “twelve” do all the work. 

 

1 Cor 15:8-9  And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 

time. 9For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God.   
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Some say that Paul was the last apostle. This verse indicates that Paul felt he was 

the “least” of the Apostles, not the “last” of the Apostles. This self-imposed 

humility (from God) did not hinder his ministerial work. (1Cor 15:10) 

 

1 Cor 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 

bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: 

yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


