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MINISTERIAL ENLARGEMENT  
 
2 Corinthians 6:11-13 

 

2Co 6:11  O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.  

2Co 6:12  Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels.  

2Co 6:13  Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also 

enlarged.  

 

2 Corinthians 10: 3-5 

 

2Co 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  

2Co 10:4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 

pulling down of strong holds;)  

2Co 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 

Christ;  

 

Ephesians 3:14-20 

 

Eph 3:14  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Eph 3:15  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  

Eph 3:16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 

strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;  

Eph 3:17  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 

grounded in love,  

Eph 3:18  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 

depth, and height;  

Eph 3:19  And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 

filled with all the fulness of God.  

Eph 3:20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that worketh in us,  

 

Paul lived and walked in the enlargement of the Holy Spirit.  His Spirit was enlarged of 

God.  His deepest burden was that all believers live a life of enlargement. (2Cor 6:13) 

Paul saw God’s people in Corinth as limited and cramped in their ability to release the 

Spirit. (2Cor 6:12)  Paul desired that these people flow in the divine life of the Holy 

Spirit, but the River of God in the Corinthian Church was obviously a trickle. 

 

2 COR 6:10   Paul lived in and experienced the revelation the river of God. 

“yet making many rich” i.e. spiritually rich.  Paul could truthfully say, “possessing all 

things” 
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Paul’s leadership did not limit them; they limited themselves – they limited their own 

spiritual growth. 

 

Enlargement: by exercise 

 

Paul was always exercising and stretching his spirit man. In this way, he never offended 

God. (Act 24:16) 

 

Act 24:16   And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of 

offence toward God, and toward men. 

 

HEB 10:12-17   A pure consciousness is the beginning of true holiness – this allows the 

might of God’s river to flow.  However, a cloudy conscience limits God’s power and 

presence – by partial separation.   God has provided our perfection – IN CHRIST. He 

provided the better covenant! 

 

Enlargement: by letting God 

 

Eze 21:27  I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more , until he 

come whose right it is; and I will give it him .  

 

God is an overturner.  Imagine we are pancakes that need constant turning in the hands 

of God. We must let God do the turning in our lives. The master potter must be given 

permission to work with His clay. God gives the position of honour to those humble 

enough to let God do His work. 

 

Enlargement: by humility 

 

God said to Elijah “get thee hence”.  Where?  Why?  Surely not just to hide him and keep 

him safe from the hands of wicked men. Some scholars have the view it was to prevent 

Elijah from being exposed to the dangers of pride. Whatever the reason for this interlude 

of rest from ministry, there was no change in his effectiveness as a prophet. He still has 

work to do. (Luk 1:17) 

 

1Kin 17:3  
 
Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook 

Cherith, that is before Jordan.  

 

God said “Turn eastward to the brook Cherith” a tributary of the Jordon River.  Jordon 

represents the place where “flesh “dies. 

“Hide thyself”. This was a spiritual commandment.  God cannot give His divine 

authority, unless we hide or rid ourselves of “flesh”. 

Paul said, “lest I should be exalted above measure” 
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Paul had concerns, which he happily shared with many.  

Lest the “I” in me – the ego – the “self” part of man should be elevated to a place where 

God will no longer allow His river to flow in the dimension that He allowed in times past. 

 

To serve God in our own strength is “iniquity.” 

 

Consecrated Christians and ministers alike are confronted with God’s voice. “Hide 

thyself.” 

 

Enlargement: by paying the price 

 

Luk 14:28  
  
"For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 

counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? " 

 

2Sam 24:14  
  
And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a 

price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth 

cost me nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 

silver. 

 

Mk 8:34 
  

And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said 

unto them, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross, and follow me. " 
35

"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever 

shall lose his life for my sake and the gospels, the same shall save it." 
36

"For what 

shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? "
 

 

Paul was desperate to pay the spiritual price that God demanded. 

“How much is a loaf of bread, a pound of butter?”  

This is a natural question and most people who eat bread and butter know the answer. 

However, let me ask you a spiritual question.  

How much would you pay for an effective ministry? 

 

Enlargement: by ministerial humility 

 

Paul had no interest in:   

1) Experiencing the glamour of apostolic ministry.                                                 

2) Being viewed as a wonderful orator. 

3) Enjoying the limelight of large congregations. 

 

He gave all honour to God for all his ability in ministry.  

 

Mk 9:9  And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should 

tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 
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Act 3:12   And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why 

marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or 

holiness we had made this man to walk? 

 

Enlargement: by comprehension. 
 

EPH 3:18
   

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 

and depth, and height; 
19

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 

ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

 

Paul had a vision to apprehend the heavenly realm and be filled with the fulness of God. 

He desired the Ephesians to apprehend the same vision.
 

2 COR 2:14
   

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, 

and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
15

For we are unto 

God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:  

ROM 8:31   What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be 

against us? 
32

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 

he not with him also freely give us all things? 

Once we believe that God is truly supporting our every move, we can begin to believe 

that we are conquerors in His service. 

ROM 8:37
   

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 

loved us. 

Enlargement: Being mindful of the heavenly.  

HEB 11:16
   

But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God 

is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 

Once God reveals to His dedicated ministers the better “heavenly” pathway all other 

paths look unappealing. 

HEB 11:6
   

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 

must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
 

HEB 11:26
   

Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: 

for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 

 

 

 

 


