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Perfect Pétanque Party at Boydtown 
 
What a great day for the Alliance's annual Coupe d'Antibes pétanque competition and Christmas celebration! 

We had enthusiastic participants and observers - some new faces and first-time players, as well as some long-term 
and well-practiced members - first class food and the odd thirst-quenching glass of wine or ale, and all that at a 
stunning location.  To put the icing on the Christmas cake – so to speak -  for once the clouds stayed away and 
everyone could enjoy the mild summer weather. 

Our 2010 champions and Coupe d'Antibes winners are Mary Brady and Graeme Gerrard, who 
defeated Glenys and Derek Lambert in the final.  Making the win even more special is the fact that it was Mary's 
first game of pétanque, and to top Mary's day off, she then won first prize in the raffle. The games were played on 
grass rather than the usual gravel courts at Mandeni, and this change in surface made for a much more challenging 
competition.  

The Seahorse Inn at Boydtown and the attentive and capable serving staff are congratulated for the very well 
cooked turkey lunch  - and the very best French dessert imaginable for our budget.  All in all this was a terrific day 
out, a lot of fun and a great way to conclude our year with Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir. 

Photos and story by Neil Porter 

 

Four games of pétanque being played in front     The 2010 champions: Mary            Christmas Lunch at the Inn 
of the Seahorse Inn                      Brady and Graeme Gerrard 
 
 

Committee Social at Rex Speller’s 
  

 

“Peter, wouldn’t you like to stand for president next             “What did you think of the last ‘blague du mois’?” Regine  
time?” Rex suggests, while Brigitte and Bénédicte are              would like to know from Neil, Margaret and Carmen. 
listening in. 
This was an informal, relaxed gathering. Thank you Rex for the invite, thank you Graeme for the photos. Captions 
by “La Mouette”.               Regine Kasper 
 
Citation Choisie : Si l'amour donne de l'esprit aux sots, il rend souvent bien sots les gens d'esprit. 

(Try to translate ‘esprit’ into English!) If love inspires fools, it often turns intelligent people into real fools. 
Ninon de Lenclos (1620-1705), French beauty, courtesan and wit, real name Anne de Lenclos 



Le calendrier de février 
 

Soyez les bienvenus en 2011 - Soirée de Février  
 

Let’s welcome the New Year for Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir with a Welcome Party. This will be a 
great opportunity for members, old and new, to catch up with one another after the Christmas break. Please feel 
free to bring along friends and acquaintances interested in our local Alliance Française. Brigitte Leroy and Simon 
Arlidge are kindly opening their home to us and people are asked to “bring a plate” as well as BYO drinks. 
To give them an indication of numbers, please, contact Simon or Brigitte, preferably by February 11th. 
 
 

Date and time: Friday 18th February 2011,   6-8pm 
 

Address and contact details: 
19 James Cook Court (off Headland Drive) 
Tura Beach 
Ph:  6495 0781 
Email:  sbarlidge@aapt.net.au 

 
From Tathra or the Bega-Kalaru way, follow direction 
Merimbula until Tura Beach. After the sign 
"Woodbine Park Cabins” on the left, take the 1st road on the left called Pacific Way. Go straight through both mini 
round-abouts. Then, take the first on the left (Headland Drive) and turn left again (still Headland Drive). 
On top of the rise look out for James Cook Court, the first on your right. No 19 is right at the end. 
 

If you come from Eden or Merimbula turn right at the Tura Beach shops. 
Then, take the first left (Golf Circuit) and then the first right (Pacific Way). Follow it along until the bridge and 
there you take the first on the right (Headland Drive). Take the first left again and continue as above. 
 

IT IS NOW TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2011. 
PLEASE COMPLETE AND POST US THE FORM ON THE LAST PAGE WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

 
Pétanque 
Let’s hope the rain will have cleared by the end of the month, so that pétanque players can come out in force for 
the first friendly games of this year. No prior experience is needed. Just come along, bring some morning coffee 
and possibly your lunch and enjoy this easy but exciting game. Pétanque can be played at any age and if you do not 
own your set of boules  - yet -  come along anyway as we can lend you some. For enquiries please ring Dorothea 
Polonyi on 6492 2416. 
Details: Saturday 26th February at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, north of Tura Beach, turn 
off just next to Stonehouse Cafe. Please bring $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses. 
 
Committee meeting: On Saturday, 5th February, 10:00am, as usual at our airport premises. 

 

More ideas for this year’s programme 
 

As part of our programme for 2011, the committee hopes to organise a bike ride at Mandeni for families 
and younger members. It depends, however, on how many are interested. Mandeni offers a variety of tracks 
suitable for all ages. Bikes can be either brought in or hired there. This will not be a race but an enjoyable day out 
including BBQ and/or picnic lunch. Please let Neil know if you would be interested and whether you would prefer 
the event to take place during the school holidays (around Easter) or one day during a normal weekend, possibly in 
April. 
Neil Porter (6495 6860 or porters.aus@gmail.com 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 6 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA !6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10% discount 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA !6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% discount 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH !6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
Plants Plus, Tura Beach Drive, TURA BEACH !6495 9158 – 10% discount on green stock only, excluding punnets. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH !0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 



Conversations en français 
 

 As announced in December we feel encouraged to organize more frequent French conversation lunches. At 
noon, on the second Sunday of the month, unless notified otherwise, language enthusiasts gather for lunch at a local 
venue to practice the art of conversation, in French of course.  The venues have been selected as they have a 
convivial atmosphere and are located within easy driving distance.  Come along and enjoy good company and 
improve your conversational French in a relaxed, supportive environment! 

Bénédicte Morrow will look after you and your bookings. You can either ring her on !6496 4775 or email 
her howlingpud@hotmail.com. La Mouette will announce date and venue month by month, but here is the plan for 
the first half of the year so you can put it on your  pin-board and mark your diary. 

 

13th February Tura Beach Tavern, old Tura 
Beach Shops 

!6495 0280 

13th March The Broken Oar, (behind kiosk) 
Pambula Beach 

!6495 6307 

10th April Santa Fe, 23 Beach Rd, Merimbula !6495 4073 

8th May Covingtons, Thai Cuisine,  
28 Quondola Street, Pambula 

!6495 6366 

12th June Tathra Beach Bowling Club, 
Killarney's Courtyard Restaurant  

!6494 4925 

10th July Club Sapphire Golf Club, The 
Fairway, Tura Beach 

!6495 9002 

 
 

 
Mumbulla School’s Award 2010 

 
Last November, as part of the end of year French 

Assembly, where the children of Class 1 to Class 6 perform 
verses, songs and a little play in front of the whole school, I 
had the privilege to give the Alliance Française’s award - that 
is a beautiful French book called “Alex et Zoë” as well as a 
certificate - to the Mumbulla School.  

The school is always pleased to receive such an award 
for a class and, as a special acknowledgement, the certificate 
was pinned to the front door making everybody aware of the 
Alliance Française’s support and participation.        

Brigitte Leroy    Class 3 singing “Si tu as de la joie au coeur, frappe des mains!" 

 

 

Class 6 singing "Déjà le coq a chanté, amis il faut se lever!"                         Isabelle Champagne-Chittick from Class 6 receives the prize. 
 

La Blague du mois 
 

C'est un petit ange qui emporte du bout de ses doigts, en courant, un petit nuage, tout tremblotant...  
Les autres anges présents lui demandent le pourquoi d'une telle chose... et lui de répondre : -"Excusez-moi, je suis 
très pressé, je n'ai pas le temps de parler, il y a ce petit nuage qui m'a demandé d'aller faire pluie-pluie !" 
 

 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 
President: Rex Speller     !6495 0475 rexspeller@dragnet.com.au       
Vice Pres.:Carmen Coutts-Smith!6495 7735 carmencs@internode.on.net  
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   !6495 3515  abgmob@hotmail.com              P.O.Box 3  
Treasurer: Neil Porter         !6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com            MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: Graeme Gerrard !6494 5387   ggerrard@resonant.com.au                           !02 6495 0475 
French Classes: Brigitte Leroy !6495 0781  sbarlidge@aapt.net.au             e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com 
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    !6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au   web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 
 

 

 

Time -Table for French Classes in 2011 
 

Beginners I (Level 1) Thursday 5.30 – 7.00 pm       Term I – Tuesday 8 February to Thursday 7 April. (9 weeks) 
Beginners II (Level 2) Tuesday 5.30 – 7.00 pm         Term II - Tuesday 26 April to Thursday 30 June. (10 weeks) 
Elementary   Wednesday 5.30 – 7.00 pm    Term III - Tuesday 19 July to Thursday 22 Sept. (10 weeks) 
Intermediate  Tuesday 9.30 – 11.00 am       Term IV – Tuesday 11 Oct. to Thursday 1 Dec. (8 weeks) 
French Conversation  Tuesday 11.00 – 12.30 pm 
 

Classes will continue to be held at Merimbula Airport (until further notice) except for the Intermediate and 
French Conversation classes, which will take place at my personal address: 19 James Cook Court, Tura Beach. 

Students must register by Friday 4 February by phoning me (Brigitte Leroy) on 6495 0781 or emailing 
me on sbarlidge@aapt.net.au (if emailing please include all contact phone numbers). Existing students can 
register in class for next year if they wish. Classes will not run (or they might be combined) if there are insufficient 
numbers. 

To provide continuity to the lessons, students are advised and encouraged to pay ahead.  The new fee 
structure for 2011 provides significant discounts for students who pay by the term, e.g. Term I: 9 weeks x $13.50 = 
$121.50 if paid in full on the first lesson. Lessons paid individually on the day will be $20.00. 

Amicalement, Brigitte Leroy 
Trouvé dans notre bibliothèque 

 

The Alliance Française library is housed in our airport premises and can be perused every first Saturday of the 
month, when the committee is meeting. Feel free to come and browse. Carmen has reviewed a great book for us. 
 

Plein Air – Les Impressionistes Dans Le Paysage by Stéphanie Grégoire 
‘Plein air: Manet, Monet, Sisley, Cézanne, Van Gogh....’ Dans la première partie le livre montre comment le 

choix de ces motifs nouveaux – guingettes, jardins, champs de courses, bords de rivière – influence les choix 
techniques pour le cadrage, la couleur ou la composition. 

La seconde partie, ' l'invitation au voyage', est un parcours à travers les lieux qui s'identifient aujourd'hui 
avec l'histoire du mouvement.  Une très abondante iconographie (236 reproductions en couleur, hors des sentiers 
battus) aide à cette rédécouverte d'un grand sujet.                                                                      by Carmen Coutts-Smith 

 

From the Committee 
At the committee meeting in November it was decided that La Mouette will from now on be distributed primarily 
by email. This will reduce our costs significantly and thus enable us to maintain the low membership fees.  Please 
assist us by making sure that your email address is written unmistakably.  

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
It is now time to renew your membership! It’s also the best time to recruit your friends to Alliance membership! 
Please complete this form in clear print and mail it together with your payment (cheque not cash) to:  
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)          MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2011 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……..   POSTCODE…………. 

TELEPHONE………………………………. E-MAIL…………………………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 

I WILL BE ATTENDING AF  CLASSES       YES / NO  (Please circle one) 

 

I agree to have La Mouette sent by email               YES / NO  (Please circle one) 
 


