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COUPE D'ANTIBES 2011 
 

The Seahorse Inn south of Eden once again proved to be a 
successful venue for our end-of-year gathering.  People came 
from as far as Bega in the north, Genoa to the south and 
Burragate to the west, showing great commitment to our 
Alliance. Fortunately - after the storms of Saturday  - we were 
blessed with wonderful weather and once the clouds scudded 
across the sky and disappeared, we were left with a hot steamy 
afternoon to complete the final rounds of the pétanque contest. 
        44 happy Alliance members and friends joined in the 
festivities and shared the traditional Christmas fare provided by 
the Seahorse Inn. Formalities were at a minimum and the 
chatter and wine made for a convivial lunch.  

David and Dorothea enjoying the occasion        The magnificent Christmas hamper, organized by Fiona 
Stafford, was won by a very happy Bénédicte, who couldn't 
believe her luck. Funds raised by this raffle will go to the 
Mumbulla Foundation.  
         We were overwhelmed by the number of pétanque players, 
however, Kerry and Neil have set a new standard in tournament 
management. There was a general consensus that drawing lots 
for partners was a successful way to ensure that the 28 
participants either met new people or cemented old partnerships. 
Pétanque played on grass is quite different to that played on a 
solid piste, according to the seasoned players, but new chums 
like myself didn't know the difference. And Simon Arlidge, a 
regular player, and I went on to win the Coupe d'Antibes after 
some very long games  and fierce competition  against Margaret 

Kerry organizing pétanque players                     Gaunson and Clive Roberts.  
Thank you to all who contributed the use of your boules for the 
competition. No doubt, there will be some boules under the Christmas tree 
this year.  Thank you also for making 2011 a successful year for us and our  
                                Christmas celebrations joyous and memorable!                                    
        

                                                 Carmen Coutts-Smith 
 
                                       Left: Bénédicte carries off her magnificent hamper 
                                        Below: Our Champions 2011, Carmen and Simon 

                
                                       
                                         
 
 
 
 
 

Brigitte, Franck and Bruce in action 
Look up our website for more photos! 



Quelques mots de notre présidente 
 

Congratulations to all members for embracing some of the changes already evident since our AGM in 
September. The new committee has worked out how to simplify some of our practices and retain some 
of our more successful events. The monthly Sunday conversations prove to be very popular and more 
folk are braving the language and actually practicing their French before engaging in a conversation on 
French soil during their travels. 

For the foreseeable future all French classes advertised in this newsletter will be conducted by 
private teachers, who are members of Alliance Française, but not our employees. As these classes will 
be held in private homes, the premises at the Airport will no longer be our base. All our resources will 
consequently be relocated. We will keep you informed about our management of the library, once we 
have worked out a satisfactory solution. 

We are already organizing our Alliance Welcome Party for 2012. It is anticipated that the gathering 
will be held at a private home in Wolumla toward the end of February. Details will appear in La 
Mouette, février. I will also distribute information via email and our blogspot will feature details when 
available, well into the New Year. If you check out the afsaphir.blogspot.com, you will be surprised at 
the wealth of useful information and hints for Francophiles. Thank you Neil! 

Mille fois merci to our committee, Neil, Margaret, Kerry, Rex, Peter, Fiona and Gabriel, who ensure 
that our Alliance continues to function successfully. Special thanks to Regine for her considerable 
work in producing La Mouette!   
Joyeux Noël  et  Bonne Année à tous les amis de l’Alliance Française de 

la Côte de Saphir. 
Carmen Coutts-Smith, President 

 
Conversation et déjeuner du dimanche 

 
On the 20th of November, fourteen people gathered and enjoyed 
some French conversation and Sunday lunch at the Lakeview 
Hotel in Merimbula. 
   We were joined by Mahaut, a French au-pair girl from 
Brittany. Mahaut had just arrived in Australia to live and work 
with a family at Nethercote. She is from Quimper in Brittany 
and the origin of her name is Mathilde. We hope she will join 
us again next year. 
      All members are invited   to come and join our conversation 
lunches next year, on the 3rd Sunday of each month! 
                       `A la prochaine,   

Brigitte Leroy, Bénédicte and Mahaut                                                                                                     Bénédicte. 
 

Proposed Social Events for 2012 
 

January: Nous sommes en vacances! R&R for the Committee and La Mouette 

February: Welcome party at the home of one of our members; details to be announced when final. 

March, April, May, June: Conversation lunches every 3rd Sunday, bushwalk and BBQ, film night, 

July: Bastille Day gala dinner & cabaret  

Pétanque   in 2012: We remind our members that, as always, we will be meeting at Mandeni on the last 
Saturday of each month – except January – at 10am for a friendly game of pétanque and a convivial morning tea 
or even picnic lunch. Kerry Hunting will be happy to welcome any other new players next year. 

 
La blague du mois 

 

C'est la rentrée des classes pour Toto. Quand il arrive à l'école tout le monde est déjà là.  
Enfin les cours finis il retourne chez lui et sa maman lui demande: "Ça va bien à l'école?" 

Toto répond: "Oui, maman,  j'ai même changé de maîtresse, - comme papa!" 



Connaissez-vous les nouveaux membres de notre comité? 
 

Gabriel Roberts 
 

After my husband and I visited Paris for a brief stay in 1989, I was 
determined to return to France for a longer period. When I also learned my 
mother's ancestors were probably Huguenots who settled in England in the 
late 17th century my interest increased. I am interested in French history 
and think France is a beautiful and fascinating country. 

Following our retirement my husband and I decided to leave 
Murrumbateman for Merimbula, where we had spent many holidays and 
loved the environment.   

Consequently, when I noticed Brigitte's advertisement in the local paper 
offering French lessons, I immediately enrolled. This year we spent the 
month of June in the South of France and had an unforgettable holiday. We hope to return next year and stay in 
a different part of the country.   

I am far from proficient in French but the little I managed to retain was a tremendous advantage during our 
stay in a small village.  

Fiona Stafford 
 

I moved to the Bega valley with my husband Richard four and a half years 
ago. We moved from a small inner city apartment in Port Melbourne to 100 
acres, a big life style change! Our background is in retail pet supplies having 
had a rural produce store for 10 years and then down sizing and opening a pet 
store, DIY dog bathing and grooming salon in Richmond, which our daughter 
manages for us now. My passion has always been animals, especially dogs. 
We now have a few steers, two miniature horses and a kelpie. We spend our 
days working in our garden. I try to master the game of golf and learn French. 

My French connection goes back to two friends, Raymond and Lynne, 
who moved to France ten years ago*. They live in a little town called Mézin 
in the Lot et Garonne, the nearest city being Agen. They live in a 13th century 
house just off the village square and are very active in the community there. 

The French people in this area are proud Gascons and love to tell you that their Armagnac and prunes are the 
best (which indeed they are). They also produce a lovely aperitif called Floc, which is like a sherry and the 
Gascons drink it as an accompaniment to foie gras. Raymond is a painter and runs art schools for visitors and 
sells his paintings from his studio there and Lynne teaches English to the children in the village. Raymond plays 
pétanque in the village square every afternoon. They have a large home and offer it as a gîte or they do B&B.  

We have been to visit many times and have enjoyed many long walks in the Pyrenees,  which are not very 
far. We love to drive through the little Basque villages in the south and also enjoy the beautiful countryside of 
the Gers area. 

 * See articles in La Mouette, avril and mai 2011 
 

Membership Drive 
 

Now is the best time of the year to advertise our local Alliance Française! Next time you meet newcomers to 
our region at a Christmas party – perhaps someone wants to learn French, loves France and things French – tell 
them about our Alliance! You can print separately the next page of this newsletter, page 4, and use it as a flyer! 
Nothing like having a little fact sheet handy when you want to recruit new members! 

Joyeux Noël  et  Bonne Année! Regine 
 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 

 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA, 6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10% disc. 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA, 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA, 6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715, 10% discount 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH, 6495 9082, at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH, 0428 469 461, 10% discount, excluding books. 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                             P.O.Box 3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com                             MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                          e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper   6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au        web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

French Classes in 2012 
 

These classes are conducted by a French native speaker, who is not an employee of Alliance Française. 
 

Classes on Offer:                                            Term Dates: 
Intermediate Tuesday 9.30 – 11.00 am       Term I     Tuesday 31 January to Tuesday 3 April. (9 weeks)  
 

Advanced  Tuesday 11.00 – 12.30 pm     Term II   Tuesday 24 April to Tuesday 5 June. (7 weeks) 
 

Beginners  Tuesday 1.00 – 2.30 pm         Term III  Tuesday 7 August to Tuesday 18 September. (7 weeks) 
 

        Term IV  Tuesday 9 October to Tuesday 11 December. (9 weeks) 
 

All classes will be held at my private address: 42 Headland Drive, Tura Beach. 
 

Students must register by Friday 27 January by phoning me (Brigitte Leroy) on 6495 0781 or emailing me 
on sbarlidge@aapt.net.au (if emailing please include your contact phone numbers). Current students can register 
in class for next year if they wish. Classes will not run (or they might be combined) if there are insufficient 
numbers. 
The fee structure for 2012 provides significant discounts for students who pay by the term. 

Brigitte Leroy 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Private Lessons in French 

 

These classes are conducted by an experienced private teacher, not an employee of Alliance Française. 
 

Some vacancies exist in the following classes, commencing February 2012: 
1 - Beginners French (with a travel focus) – possibly Tuesday or Friday afternoon (to be confirmed). 
 

2 - Intermediate French (with a travel focus) – Thursday afternoon 2:30 - 4:00 pm. 
 

Jan is fully qualified (BA, Dip Ed) and has almost 40 years experience teaching languages to students from 
primary school age to adults.   Lessons will be held at Pambula Beach. 
Please phone 6495 6860 or email porters.aus@gmail.com for more information.                                 Jan Porter 

 
MEMBERSHIP 2012 

Membership fees are due from January 1st, 2012.  Please renew your subscription promptly. You can  
pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' 

Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2012 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 
 



ADVERTISEMENT 
 

TO ALL THE ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE BRANCHES IN AUSTRALIA: 
Please be kind enough to bring the details of this tour to the attention of your members: 

The Alliance Française members who were with us this year will vouch that it was 
a terrific experience for all concerned! 

 
Following the highly successful 2011 Language & Culture Tour, 

"The tour was everything I had wanted...and more!" (Christine R, October 2011) 
CPEDERF is pleased to anounce 

 
A FRENCH LANGUAGE & CULTURE TOUR 2012 

in the company of Emeritus Professor Chris Gossip 
in collaboration with Annie & David Bancroft (Cpederf, France) 

 
BRITTANY - AQUITAINE - DORDOGNE 

8 nights in Quimper to explore Brittany, 
one of the richest and most fascinating regions in France 

5 nights in Bordeaux to discover this World Heritage city, 
and the surrounding area of the Gironde 

5 nights in Sarlat - one of the most beautiful small towns in France 
in the the heart on one of the most magnificent regions in Europe! 

 
24 September - 13 October 2012 

 
We all meet in Paris late afternoon 24 September 

for a full briefing and get-together dinner in the evening, 
then staying in the same hotel before tavelling together the following morning by 

TGV to Quimper 
 

CONTACT US BY EMAIL FOR DETAIL: 
CONTENTS OF PROGRAMME and WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE COSTING, 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

For the 2011 tour we were obliged to close the tour waiting-list 
six months before the commencement of the tour, 

refusing ten requests to join the tour, 
so we suggest that you register your interest early!! 

No deposit required at this stage! 
 

David & Annie Bancroft 
  
Phone : Int + 33 + 86.68.06.18 
Email : cpederf@cpederf.com  



ADVERTISEMENT  - BILINGUAL FOR INTEREST 
 
 

TARIFS 2012 
Chers Partenaires,   
Veuillez trouver ci-dessous le lien qui vous permettra de télécharger le PDF de nos programmes et calendriers 
2012. J’espère avoir la joie de travailler avec vous prochainement et d’accueillir nombre de vos étudiants au 
CAVILAM  ici à Vichy. N’hésitez pas à me contacter pour tout renseignement complémentaire ou pour toute 
question que vous pourriez avoir. 
Cordiales salutations 

2012 PRICES 
Dear Partners,  
Please find below the link to download our price list for our programmes and calendars for 2012. 
I hope we will have the pleasure to work together soon and to welcome many of your students at CAVILAM 
here in Vichy. Please do not hesitate to contact me for any other information you may need or any questions you 
may have. 
Best Wishes 
Christine BARGE 
cbarge@cavilam.com 
Tél : +33 (0)4 70 30 83 65 Fax : +33 (0)4 70 30 83 84; www.cavilam.com et www.leplaisirdapprendre.com 
http://www.cavilam.com/mailing/Calendriers_et_tarifs_2012_ANGLAIS.pdf 
 
 


