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From the President 

At the time of writing I am in the middle of packing for 6 weeks in France, mainly Paris, the Dordogne, and 
Aveyron. I definitely recommend using the Bien-Dire Essentials, magazines and CDs, which provided me with 
ideas for travel, conversation suggestions, as well as useful vocabulary etc. and of course 'des blagues'. May I 
encourage you to use these valuable resources, which await you at our library at the Pambula Aquatic Centre.   

I have been fortunate enough to receive a Kindle recently and have downloaded three items which may 
be of interest to you.  Gourmet Paris on a Shoestring recommends some places to eat across Paris under 20 
Euro. The French-English Dictionary and Fodor's Dordogne were to reduce the number of books I usually try to 
pack into my small suitcase; I have already used both of them! As a dedicated 'paper book' person, I am 
imagining that I could become quite accustomed to using the Kindle. 

It was unfortunate that our proposed picnic and walk at Haycock Point had to be postponed, because we 
didn't have the numbers. I believe the weather was not favourable on the day; quel dommage! Perhaps for future 
outings and Sunday conversations it is advisable to phone or email the contact person well in advance so the 
activity remains viable. 

 

Carmen Coutts-Smith 
News from the Committee 

New Library Books 
 

Didier is a company who develop resources for learning French – they produce various books for different ages 
of students at different levels. They have sent us two copies, with CDs included, of their book called Mobile - 
levels 1 & 2, aimed at older adolescents and adults. These are now available in the Alliance Française library in 
the Aquatic Centre in Pambula. They are written as a resource to be used in French classes by a French teacher, 
so there are no answers to the exercises, however, they may be interesting for people reviewing their French. It 
is also a good exercise to listen to the CDs (transcripts in the back of the book). 
 

Learning French 
 

There are a couple of free on-line sites, which are useful when learning French – there are many exercises where 
you can practice or revise what you have learned. 

http://www.didierlatitudes.com/ and http://www.lepointdufle.net/ 
These sites are entirely in French and may be a little confusing for a complete beginner, but if you get in strife 
with navigating around them, feel free to give me a call.  
 

Travel France Folder 
 

We receive advertising material through the post from time to time, and we have now started to collect these in 
a folder in the Alliance Française library in Pambula. If you are interested in visiting or even studying in 
France, feel free to browse the folder for ideas. Note that we do not recommend anything in the folder. It is only 
a collection of material sent to the Alliance Française for the information of members. 
 

Kerry Hunting (6495 9463). 
   

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 



Le calendrier de  mai 
 

“Tour de Mandeni” Triathlon 

Join in our triathlon – archery, pétanque and mini golf! No prior experience is necessary, as instruction in all 
sports will be provided. Small teams will be formed to compete for prizes. In addition to the ‘competitive 
sports’ there are many other activities available at Mandeni, such as bike hire, golf, pitch and putt, pedal-boats, 
jumping pillow and miles of walking trails. Weather permitting we can all stay afterwards for a byo BBQ or 
picnic. 
When: Saturday 26 May, starting at 10am – ie our usual pétanque Saturday. 
Where: Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, north of Tura Beach, turn off just next to the “Stonehouse  
 Cafe”; at the fork in the road, take the right-hand branch.  
Cost: Entry fee for the ‘Tour de Mandeni’ is $10 for members $12 for non-members. There is no cost to 
             non-competitors, and jumping pillow and walks are free. BBQs are free, too. Normal Mandeni costs 

will apply for all other activities. 
Bring: Hat, sunscreen, picnic or BBQ lunch, family and friends. This is a good opportunity for anyone 
            interested in joining the Alliance to get to know us a bit better. 
Please contact Kerry Hunting on 6295 9463 or khintura@gmail.com before Wednesday 23 May if you are 
interested, so we can confirm numbers with Mandeni. 
 
Committee meeting: On Saturday, 5th May,10:00 am, Dolphin Room, Club Sapphire, Merimbula. 

 

Conversation française et déjeuner du dimanche 
Voici une photo de Greg, Bénédicte et Kerry à la dernière 
conversation française, le dimanche 15 avril au Lake View Hotel, 
Merimbula. 
La prochaine rencontre sera le dimanche 20 mai au même endroit, 
midi. Au Lake View Hotel à Merimbula les prix sont très 
abordables et la nourriture délicieuse. 
Please don't forget to ring me beforehand, as I need to book the 
tables!  Merci! 
A bientôt,  
en espérant vous y voir,  
Bénédicte. 
6495 3363 

 

La blague du mois 
 

 
Voilà! La différence entre les femmes et les hommes 

 

Remember this one? I just thought that it is really funny; worth reprinting. Send me any good jokes! Regine 



On parle français à Pambula Beach 
 

Retired (?) language teacher Jan Porter has two French classes a week in the relaxed setting of her home in 
Pambula Beach.   

On Monday afternoon she teaches an enthusiastic group of U3A members.  This “intermediate” class 
has been in existence for nearly 5 years, though there have been some changes in clientele over that time. 

The second class (a private class for beginners – on Tuesday afternoon) commenced in January this year 
and is progressing well.  A few of the students are travelling to France later in the year. 

 
Monday L-R: Vernon McN., Mary B., Kay S., Jan,         Tuesday L-R: Dennis V., Don and Liz B., Jan,  

Eileen P., Geraldine McC. and Margaret W.        Marilyn B., Lyn G., Val V. and Nancy R.                                  
 (absent: Peter D. and Pauline S.) 
 
 
 

 

Homographes et homophones 
  

En français deux mots composés des mêmes lettres se prononcent toujours de la même façon! En êtes vous bien 
sûr? Voici quelques exemples d’homographes de prononciations différentes (homographes non homophones): 

Sortant de l’abbaye où les poules du couvent couvent, je vis ces vis. Nous portions nos portions, lorsque 
mes fils ont cassé les fils. Je suis content qu’il vous content cette histoire. Mon premier fils est de l’Est, il est fier 
et l’on peut s’y fier. Ils n’ont pas un caractère violent et ne violent pas leurs promesses. Leurs femmes se parent 
de fleurs pour leur parent. Elles ne se négligent pas, je suis plus négligent. Elles excellent à composer un 
excellent repas avec des poissons qui affluent de l’affluent. Il convient qu’elles convient leurs amis à la soirée, 
elles expédient une lettre pour les inviter, c’est un bon expédient. Il serait bien que nous éditions cette histoire 
pour en réaliser de belles éditions. 

Voici le meilleur exemple d’homophone (mot de sens different mais de prononciation identique): le ver 
allait vers le verre vert. 
 

Merci, Bénédicte, pour cela! 
 

PagesFrance 
 

La Fondation Alliance Française a décidé de mettre en place un nouveau service mondial destiné aux 
francophones. Nous l'avons appelé PagesFrance. Il s'agit d'un site internet, www.pagesFrance.net, qui a vocation 
à rassembler les francophones et francophiles au sein d'un immense réseau mondial. Ce projet est motivé par 
une idée simple mais fondatrice pour nous tous: valoriser la connaissance de la langue et de la culture française. 
Le lancement du site aura lieu le 1er mai 2012. 

Pour les particuliers, PagesFrance constituera un nouvel espace de solidarité, d'échange d'expériences et 
de partage. Il sera le premier réseau social international des francophones. 

Aux professionnels, PagesFrance offrira une visibilité nouvelle, une valeur ajoutée en terme 
d'opportunités d'affaires, par le biais d'un annuaire professionnel mondial, comparable à ce que sont les Pages 
Jaunes en France. 
Pour plus de renseignements: 
Sylvia Alex, Fondation AF, sylvia.alex@fondation-alliancefr.org 
Simon Faucher, chef de projet PagesFrance, simon.faucher@pagesfrance.net 
 
 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                             P.O.Box 3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com                             MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                          e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au       web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 
	  

Advertisement	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Napoleon: Revolution to Empire  

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2012, June 2 till October 7 
 “Napoleon: Revolution to Empire” is a panoramic exhibition 
examining French art, culture and life from the 1770s to the 1820s. 
Its story runs from the first French voyages of discovery to Australia 
during the reign of Louis XV to the end of Napoleon’s transforming 
leadership as first Emperor of France. 

The exhibition brings to life the stormy period of social change ushered into France with the outbreak of the 
French Revolution, the execution of Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette, and the rise to power of the young 
Napoleon Bonaparte and his new wife Joséphine. Cementing their place as France’s new political and social 
leaders, who sought to restore stability to their troubled nation, Napoleon and Joséphine became great patrons of 
the arts, sciences and literature. Believing the advancement of knowledge to be integral to social order, they 
welcomed scientists and artists to receptions and dinners where world affairs were reshaped under their rule. 

A dazzling couple, leaders of Europe in the Age of Exploration who defined taste for a new century, 
Napoleon and Joséphine were fascinated by Australia. This newly discovered continent, the southern part of 
which had been named Terre Napoléon or Napoleon-land by French navigators, filled Joséphine’s hothouses 
with dozens of exotic new plants and flowers, as well as furnishing her and Napoleon with a private menagerie 
of kangaroos, emus and black swans. 

As well as telling the remarkable story of France’s close involvement with Australia in the early 1800s, 
Napoleon: Revolution to Empire brings to Australia for the first time hundreds of objects of breathtaking 
opulence and luxury – paintings, drawings, engravings, sculpture, furniture, textiles, porcelain, glass, gold and 
silver, fashion, jewellery and armour. Organised in partnership with the Fondation Napoléon, who are lending 
many of their greatest works, the exhibition also features incomparable treasures drawn from Europe’s most 
important Revolutionary and Napoleonic collections, including the Château de Malmaison, Château de 
Versailles, Musée Carnavalet and Musée de l’Armée in France, the Napoleonmuseum Thurgau in Switzerland, 
and the Museo Napoleonico in Rome. 
Exhibition organised with Fondation Napoléon, Paris. Co-curator: Karine Huguenaud, Chargée des 
Collections, Fondation Napoléon 

 
Membership 2012 

Membership renewal for 2012 was completed in March.  To become a new member please send in this form 
and pay either by cheque or – preferably - by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' 

Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 

Alliance Française MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2012 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 


