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What Happened at the Annual General Meeting? 
 
It is very pleasing to report a good turnout to this year's AGM, ensuring a warm and friendly evening in the Dolphin 
Room at Club Sapphire.   
 
At the A.G.M. a new committee was elected, consisting of current members: Carmen Coutts-Smith (president), Neil 
Porter (vice president), Margaret Gaunson (secretary), Kerry Hunting (treasurer), Fiona Stafford, Rex Speller, and newly 
elected committee members: Gai Jacobs, Dorothea Polonyi and, Narelle Sheridan.  
 
President Carmen Coutts-Smith thanked the outgoing committee for their work over the past year, especially the retiring 
members: Bénédicte Morrow, Peter Alexander and Gabriel Roberts. 
 

 
 
The 2012 committee with Hugo White, L to R is: Kerry Hunting (Treasurer); Narelle Sheridan; Gai 
Jacobs; Hugo White (Public Officer); Fiona Stafford; Neil Porter (Vice President); Carmen Coutts-Smith 
(President); Margaret Gaunson (Secretary).  
 
Carmen reported on our progress since the last A.G.M. to an attentive audience.  Her report focused on the changing 
nature of our Alliance, changing policy at “head office” in Paris, and also directions for the future.   



Significant changes included the change from being a “teaching Alliance” (although officially it appears we have never 
met A.F. requirements to be a teaching Alliance) to a non-teaching Alliance; the relatively small reduction in members 
which resulted from the change in our teaching status; ceasing to rent premises; improved library facilities, access and 
location. 
 
Carmen drew attention to the successful aspects of our Alliance, such as the conversation get-togethers, pétanque, our 
Alliance blog, and various events during the year, such as the Coupe d'Antibes, welcome soirée and the Bastille Day 
event which, although smaller in numbers than previous years, was enjoyed by all.  She also raised the need for more 
involvement from members if our Alliance is to continue to be relevant. 
 
Regine Kasper's contribution through the production of “la Mouette” was acknowledged, and the committee members 
were thanked for their significant contributions during the year. 
 
An extended discussion regarding the “way ahead” for our Alliance ended in a unanimous decision to continue as an 
Alliance rather than re-invent as a “French Club”. 
 
Kerry's Treasurer's report indicated our ongoing good financial health, despite reduced membership, with the drop in 
subscriptions being balanced by reductions in expenses as a result of no longer paying rent for premises. 
 
Members who attended enjoyed a great value meal with a complimentary drink, and their support for l'Alliance Française 
de la Côte de Saphir was a very positive sign for the year ahead. 

Report and photo by Neil Porter 
 
 

Une matinée de conversation 
 
Le samedi 18 août, 13 adultes se sont retrouvés au Café Rockpool à 10h30, un vrai succès!!! 
  
Please come along to our next French conversation on the 15th of September, same place, same time.  No need to book, 
just come along and enjoy good company and good coffee and/or cake.  Enquiries ph Bénédicte 6495 3639. 
The French conversations will take place on the 3rd Saturday of each month, and I hope to see you there soon,  
  

A plus donc, Amicalement,  
 Bénédicte Morrow 

 

Des vacances formidables en Europe 
 
Simon and I had a perfect break in France, Italy and England. I was so glad to see my family (especially my dad and my 
two sisters) and to rediscover Paris as well as Lyon (where I come from), l’Aveyron (near the viaduct of Millau and the 

Roquefort village) and la 
Bourgogne (near Beaune where I 
used to spend my holidays as a 
child). 
 
Italy via Venice, Florence, Rome, 
Siena and Orvieto, was breathtaking 
as it displays such a multitude of 
masterpieces in all art forms. It was 
most uplifting. And, of course, the 
food had its great appeal too with 
pasta, gelato, tiramisu, etc. 
 
England remained so green and lush 
with practically the only rainy days 
of the whole trip as we travelled 
around the Peak District and 
Derbyshire. On a cool but sunny 
day, we were able to attend Simon’s 
nephew’s wedding in a gorgeous 
town with a French name, Ashby de 
la Zouche. 

Simon, Rex, Marie-Line et ma soeur Chris 



I have to say that every time I go to Europe, I am always amazed at how quickly one can cross borders and experience 
such a variety of language, culture and scenery. 
May I say that Le monde est petit! as we had the opportunity to meet Carmen (the President) and Kerry (the Treasurer) as 
well as their respective husbands Ray and Greg, in Paris (in the Lescures restaurant specialising in confit de canard). 
Furthermore, in Saint-Affrique in l’Aveyron, we ate in a fine crêperie with Rex Speller (the ex President) to celebrate la 
fête de la musique on the 21st of June. What a coincidence! 
 

As mentioned by Carmen in the August La 
Mouette, l’Aveyron is a magnificent area and 
I can only agree with her. We stayed a couple 
of weeks in a little village called Saint-Félix 
de Sorgues near Saint-Affrique at   my sister’s 
chambre d’hôte “Carpe Diem” 
http://carpediem-hotes.monsite-orange.fr. 
Some of my students have already visited her 
and enjoyed their stay there. 
 
We were in the southern part of l’Aveyron 
close to Roquefort (with its great cheese), 
Millau (with its stunning viaduct and famous 
as well for its delicate leather gloves) and 
many medieval sites such as La Couvertoirade 
with its Ordre des Templiers. A very 
renowned Abbaye (l’Abbaye de Sylvanès) 
stands out as a special encounter between art 
and the sacred, with music and song from 
some of the world’s great spiritual traditions.  
 
 
 

In case one wonders at the spelling of the town Saint-Affrique, here is a little anecdote with the origin of the name.  
During the 5th century, Affricanus, bishop of Comminges, fled from harassment by the Visigoths. These were the rulers 
in this part of the country and continually hunted down 
Catholics. Legend has it that he would have ended his 
exile in a hamlet nearby the river Sorgues. There, he 
spread the good work to locals and would have worked 
miracles (described on the church stained glass 
windows). Although, no one can tell when exactly 
Saint-Affrique was first used to name the town, an 
official text testifies it in 1238. During the French 
Revolution, the town had its name changed into 
Montagne sur Sorgues. The rule at this period was to 
get rid of religious sounding words. 
 
It obviously did not quite work considering the number 
of remaining towns and villages beginning with Saint!!! 
 
In any case, we too can only recommend l’Aveyron for 
a most rewarding visit. 
 

Amicalement, 
Brigitte Leroy 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Devant l'Hôtel de Ville à Paris  

Brigitte Sous la bruine de Derbyshire 



La Blague 
 
Some Franglais pour vous? 

Coup de grâce - A lawn mower.   

What do the French say when the lights go out in the bathroom? - Jeanne d'Arc. 

La déviation pour chauffeur de camion - My driver likes camels. 

Moi aussi - I am an Australian.   

Pas de deux? - Father of twins?   

Une pièce de résistance. - a timid beauty? 

Mise en scène - There are mice in the river. 

Mange tout - You're pretty mangy yourself. 

Pain prune - I cut myself with the secateurs.  

Chaussée déformée? - Are you a contortionist? 

Parke le char - My tea is cold.  

Suivez la piste  - Never mind, follow that drunk! 

 
 

Committee meeting 
 

Saturday, 8 Sep 10:00am in the Dolphin Room at Club Sapphire. 
 
 

Pétanque 
 
Alliance members meet to play pétanque on the last Saturday of every month. No prior experience is needed. As the 
weather is warming up, why don’t you come along, especially first–timers? Bring your morning coffee and possibly 
lunch and have fun playing this challenging game. Bring your own equipment or borrow ours. If you have any questions 
please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob). 
Details are: Saturday 29 Sep at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn off just next 
to the “Stonehouse Cafe”.  
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. 
 
 

Of Interest? 
 
If you have an iPhone or iPad there is a wonderful app you can download from the iTunes store, the Collins French-
English Dictionary and Verbs by Ultralingua, Inc. At around $34.99 it is rather pricey, but when you consider you get a 
45,000 entry, searchable dictionary with 80,000 conjugations of verbs in 15 tenses, all portable on your device, it is very 
useful.  
 

 Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                              
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com              PO Box 3 MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                          e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au       web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 
This issue Graeme Gerrard  6495 3639 

 


