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BIENVENUE 2013 
 

L’année 2013 est arrivée et nous espérons vous offrir de nouvelles aventures tant en la langue française qu’en 
les délices culinaires de la France. Nous accueillons chaleureusement tous nos membres et nouveaux amis. Nous 
vous invitons à vous joindre à nos évènements, de partager tous nos récits de voyage et d’obtenir un grand 
nombre de détails et de conseils pour voyager en France et dans les colonies françaises.  

Nous vous invitons également à pratiquer vos compétences linguistiques au Café Rockpool ainsi que 
votre dextérité dans le jeu de pétanque à Mandeni. Dans notre région, nous avons la chance d’avoir plusieurs 
excellents professeurs de français prêts à continuer d’enseigner les étudiants de longue durée ainsi que d’en 
rencontrer de nouveaux. Peut-être que le moment est arrivé de consolider vos connaissances de la langue 
française pour un projet éventuel d’un voyage en France.  

Notre soirée “Bienvenue 2013” aura lieu le vendredi 8 février, et nous espérons continuer de vous revoir 
au cours de l’année.           Amicalement  

Carmen Coutts-Smith 
Présidente 

WELCOME COCKTAIL PARTY 
 

We like to begin the New Year with a purely social event. This year we had the wonderful offer from Rex 
Speller to come and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of his home in Tura Beach. So come along and we’ll share a 
drink, a bite to eat and most importantly all the holiday stories. 
 
Date and time  Friday 8th February 2013, 6-8pm 
 

Address  Home of Rex Speller 
   Lot 24, Sapphire Coast Drive Tura Beach 
   (Travelling from Merimbula, the gate is on the right, a few hundred meters north of 
   Woolworths.  Red, white and blue flags and balloons on the gate.) 
 

Cost    Members $10 
   Non-members $12 
 

What to Bring  Your own soft drinks and alcohol 
 

Parking  Plenty of space for parking inside the gate 
 

Contact  Kerry Hunting ph 6495 9463 or email khintura@gmail.com 
 
Please contact Kerry before Tuesday 5th February, as we need exact numbers for catering.  Since numbers are 
limited we encourage you to contact her as early as possible. 
 

Payment: Please pay in advance, as you register with Kerry. You can send a cheque to The Treasurer, Alliance 
Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548 or pay by EFT:  Acc name: Alliance Française 
de la Côte de Saphir Acc No: 168 279 527  BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name as reference on the transfer ) 

 

La blague du mois: 14 Février ––– La Saint-Valentin  
 

En entrant dans la cuisine, un homme dit à sa femme: 
–– Qu'est-ce que tu es en train de faire ? 

–– Comme tu vois: la vaisselle. 
–– Voyons chérie, tu ne vas pas faire la vaisselle le jour de la Saint-Valentin! Je ne le permettrai pas! 

–– Oh! Merci, mon chéri! Comme c'est gentil... 
–– Allez –– reprend le mari –– pose tout ça dans l'évier (kitchen-sink). Tu la feras demain! 



Mumbulla School’s Award 2012 
 

During the performance of the French play “Qui est 
Cendrillon?”, performed by Class 6 in front of Class 3 
and Class 5, I had the privilege to give the Alliance 
Française’s award – that is, two beautiful books called 
”Trotro va à l’école” and “Petit poisson blanc” to the 
class as well as a certificate to Mumbulla School. The 
school is always pleased to receive such an award and 
gratefully acknowledges the Alliance Française’s 
support and participation.  

It was a special occasion as we performed in the 
superb Susan Haris Hall. May I add that the story had 
two “Cendrillon” neither of which were the chosen one.  

Deux livres présentés à la classe 6 de l’école de Mumballa    The question of the  title  “Qui est  Cendrillon?”  was 
eventually answered as a surprised lady teacher was asked to dance with the Prince –quel dénouement 
surprenant de l’histoire!                                                                                                                 by Brigitte Leroy 

 
Le déjeuner des étudiants à la fin de l’année 2012? Un vrai succès! 

 

A great number of students of French and some of their partners (exactly 32) from the four different classes 
attended and participated “à la française” in a Sunday lunch at the wonderful house of Dorothea Polonyi and 
David Hall. Un grand merci de la part de nous tous pour votre hospitalité! The weather was very misty and 
cool but with the house being the perfect place for sitting inside (or outside under a very large protected 
veranda), we were able to eat, drink, converse or simply admire the surrounding countryside. 

The conversation was most entertaining, lively and improvised – a great way to get to know each other. 
The lunch was sumptuous – un vrai festin pour les yeux et pour l’estomac avec une sélection de desserts digne 
d’une pâtisserie française. 

Un très bon dimanche de décembre près de Jellat Jellat avec vue grandiose sur une campagne si verte et 
attrayante. 

Amicalement, Brigitte Leroy 

Juste avant le beau repas.      Les desserts nous attendent    
 

 

Matinée de Conversation 
 

French conversations are back on this year, same place, same time, at the Rock Pool Cafe, Club Sapphire 
Merimbula, on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 10h30. Four people gathered on Saturday the 19th of January 
and everyone enjoyed sharing their news in French. So come along to the next one, on Saturday the 16th of 
February, and enjoy a cuppa, a slice of cake and good company. 
Looking forward to seeing you -  Bonne année 2013 ! - Amitiés,           Bénédicte. 

PS: No need to book, just turn up ! :-)  
Pétanque 

 

Alliance members will again meet regularly to play pétanque on the last Saturday of every month. If you have 
any questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob).  
First meet 2013: Saturday 23 February at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, Tura Beach 
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses. 



French Murder Mystery Wins in Sydney Film Competition 
 

In September 2012 the Sapphire Coast Anglican College Year 9 – 10 French class entered a short film in French 
under the direction and guidance of French / English teacher Stephane Cordier for one of the contests of the 
prestigious Sydney Alliance Française. The film script had to be written, memorised and acted in flawless 
French by the students. 

The competition was sure to be fierce, with many 
of the top schools in the state entering the French short 
film contest. Erin Hayman, Kiran Rajesh, Brittany 
Meers, Matthew Sims, Elly Burhop, Lily Sheridan and 
Alice Cleveley thought of re-visiting the murder-
mystery genre in French with the added zest of humour. 
The French characters were deliciously stereotyped: the 
chateau landlord, the faithful butler, the jealous wife, 
the innocent maid, the cook, the baffled detectives and 
a strange cat were some elements that were woven into 
the plot to try and articulate an original narrative in 
French.  

After three weeks of script writing, translating, 
memorizing the lines, pronunciation master classes, 
filming, editing… and many bloopers later the short 

French film was ready and sent to the judges in Sydney for the competition. 
The award ceremony took place on Friday 30th November 2012 and guess what? The Bega students won, 

ahead of the Sydney selective schools, contributing to putting Bega on the map once more (two of Mr Cordier’s 
Year 9 – 10 classes had already collected awards in 2009 and 2010!) 

It was lucky that there was an extra bag in the luggage taken to Sydney in case the students won anything, 
since the generous Alliance Française de Sydney literally showered the Bega students with presents: 22 kilos 
worth of French books and jewellery to take home! A well-earned harvest for the crew, congratulations to all of 
them and a heart-felt “thank you” to the Sydney Alliance Française! 

By Stephane Cordier 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
These French classes are conducted by a private teacher, who is not an employee of Alliance Française. 
 

Private French Classes in 2013 
 

All classes are held weekly on Tuesday 
 

Intermediate    9.30 – 11.00 am   Elementary  2.00 pm – 3.15 pm 
       Level 1 
Advanced   11.00 – 12.15 pm  Beginners   3.15 pm – 4.30 pm 
       Level 2 
Elementary    12.45 – 2.00 pm   Tathra Class   5.45 pm – 7.00 pm 
       (Beginners/Elementary) 
 

Term I  Tuesday 5th February to Tuesday 9 April. (10 weeks) 
Term II   Tuesday 30 April to Tuesday 25 June. (9 weeks) 
Term III  Tuesday 16 July to Tuesday 17 September. (10 weeks) 
Term IV   Tuesday 8 October to Tuesday 10 December. (10 weeks) 
 

These classes are taught by an experienced teacher, who is a French native speaker, Brigitte Leroy.  
All classes will be held at my home address: 42 Headland Drive, Tura Beach, except the evening class which 
is held at Tathra. 
New students should register as soon as possible by phoning me (Brigitte Leroy) on 6495 0781 or emailing 
me at sbarlidge@aapt.net.au (if emailing please include all contact phone numbers). Classes will not run (or 
they might be combined) if there are insufficient numbers.  
The fee structure for 2013 provides significant discounts for students who pay by the term. 
 

J’espère que vous avez tous passé un « Joyeux Noël » et ce n’est certainement pas trop tard pour vous souhaiter 
une « Bonne Année 2013». 
Amicalement, 
Brigitte Leroy 



Visite à la Polynésie Française 
  

I made a visit late last year to the Marquesas, which form part of French Polynesia, known to the French as Îles 
Marquises. The Marquesas lie about 1500 km north-east of Tahiti, beyond the Tuamotu group of islands. The 
two groups are very different, the Marquesas being of recent volcanic origin, whereas the Tuamotus are solely 
coral islands, one of which has the largest lagoon in the world.  

To get there it is necessary to take a 
cargo boat, which visits the islands on a 
fortnightly basis. The itinerary around the 
islands depends on the amount of freight but 
usually takes in most of the group with highly 
appealing names such as Nuku Hiva, Ua Haku, 
and Tahuata. The cargo boat is called the 
Aranui 3 (left) and can carry up to 200 
passengers plus crew. Cabins are comfortable 
and food excellent. Tourism is mainly confined 
to these regular visits by the Aranui and hardly 
affects the feeling of isolation which still exists 
among the islands thereby creating what can 
only be described as a tropical paradise.  

The history of the archipelago is equally 
fascinating. Named by a Spanish explorer in the 1595, 
it remained relatively unknown to the outside world 
for two centuries. It was visited by Cook in 1773 
following his visit to Tahiti several years earlier to 
observe the passage of Venus and then by whalers, 
quickly followed by the missionaries in the early part 
of the next century with dire consequences. The idyllic 
lifestyle of the islanders was quickly regulated, 
banning all signs of what was then considered overt 
licentiousness including grog, dancing and above all 
tattooing. Since the turn of this century, however, the 
clock has begun to turn back. The vestiges of the old 
religion with its multiple gods are being preserved and 
the art of tattooing is much in evidence, following 

cultural exchanges between various islands in the Pacific in recent years.  
The island of Hiva Oa (above) is principally known as the last refuge of 

the French painter Paul Gauguin where he is buried (left). He had lived off and 
on in Tahiti but fell out with the missionaries and the French administration, 
which did not approve of his way of living for reasons that are clear from his 
art! Less well known but equally significant were the exploits of Herman 
Melville (author of Moby Dick) who jumped ship, which had been whaling 
near the island of Nuku Hiva. His account of the few weeks he spent on the 
cannibal island, while a bit overdone perhaps, is a vivid account of life in the 
Marquesas in the 1840s. Today, a visit to the islands is still much of an 
adventure with a bit of creature comfort thrown in. Visitors are still rare, 
although there are an increasing number of yachts coming from other parts of 
the Pacific causing problems of their own. Further information is available 
about my trip and the islands can be obtained on www.aranui.com 

By Rex Speller 
 

Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books.  

 



Vegemite (pronounced “vegemeat” in French) - What a treat! 
 

My sister Christine and her friend Marie-Line came from the South of France (a little village called Saint-Félix 
de Sorgues close to Millau and Roquefort in the Aveyron) and stayed one month. We went to Sydney, the Blue 
Mountains and Canberra, and of course explored our wonderful Sapphire Coast area from Bermagui to Eden. It 
was their first time in Australia and I truly can say on their behalf that they fell in love with the country, 
especially its fauna, flora … and its people. 
      We had many barbecues at home and also with friends such as at Carmen and Ray’s house. It is there that 
Christine and Marie-Line were able to taste some “vegemite” for the first time. A few exclamations were uttered 
such as “ce n’est pas si mauvais que çà!” (talking to 
me who is not too keen on it!), “c’est assez bon avec 
un peu de beurre”, “on va même en ramener chez 
nous.” En tout cas, le “vegemite” a passé le test! We 
were all witnesses and it certainly was a good 
experience for everybody as shown in the photo. 
     They are now back in France (where the 
temperature is minus 14 degrees!) in their chambre 
d’hôte called “Carpe Diem”. (If by any chance, you 
are interested to discover this great part of France 
and to taste their delicious homemade breakfast, you 
could look at the following site:  http://carpediem-
hotes.monsite-orange.fr ). 
     Having spent Christmas and the New Year with a 
member of my family can only make 2013 a very         Christine, Bénédicte, Brigitte and Marie-Line evaluate the taste 
special year for me.               of “vegemeat” 

By Brigitte Leroy 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
French Courses at U3A 

 
Members of U3A will have received their January 2013 Newsletter and will have seen what is on offer. Just in 
case you are old enough – 50 plus – and have not yet joined U3A, Sapphire Coast Inc., let us point you to the 
following courses, which may interest you if your French needs activating: 
 
On page 7 of the newsletter you will find all the details on 
 

LIRE ET COMPRENDRE, Reading French for Comprehension, with Regine Kasper, on Wednesday mornings. 
 
If you have ever learnt French in your life, reading is the skill most likely to have survived the years. If 
you have never learnt French before you will be amazed how much information you can get out of 
short French texts. This is a practical course with the aim to refresh French reading skills and boost 
confidence in reading aloud. Texts are geared to the intending traveller, from maps to guidebook pages 
and recipes. Choice of texts can be negotiated up to a point. 
         Regine has studied and used French for a few decades, lived in Paris and travelled widely in 
France. She taught French at high schools in Canberra for 25 years. 
 
Contact Regine Kasper on 6495 0390 
 
Check out the details on page 15 about 
 

CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH  with Jan Porter, on Monday afternoons. 
 
Let us enter into the life and language of the French! Start from scratch or pick up from where you left 
off years ago. Improve your French for your next trip to France, or just grow a few more brain cells. 
 
Contact Jan Porter on 6495 6860 
 
As you would expect you can check out U3A on a website: www.u3asapphire.wikispaces.com 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                                    P.O.Box 3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com                                    MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                                 e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au                 web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

 

Jardins ouverts au public avec une rencontre “française” inattendue 
 

Le dimanche 4 Novembre, six jardins de Pambula et des environs étaient ouverts au public. Il faisait beau et il y 
avait beaucoup de monde. Mareta et moi, nous nous sommes rencontrées au jardin communal de Pambula. 
Celui-ci était ouvert mais nous ne l’avons pas visité. Par contre, nous avons marché le long de la rue Quondola 
pour voir le jardin de Jill. Elle aussi est une étudiante de français. Elle a un très joli jardin avec beaucoup de 
fleurs et pas une mauvaise herbe. Quand nous y sommes arrivées, Jill était dans son jardin avec son mari Rick. 
Ils s’en occupent tous les deux. Rick aime les bonsai et il en a une très belle collection. Rick gardait le jardin 
avec Mike (le mari de Barbara) lorsque Jill, Barbara (également une étudiante de français) et une autre amie de 
Jill sont parties voir les jardins de Bald Hills. 

Le premier jardin que Mareta et moi avons vu à Bald Hills était celui de Gail et Ron Buckingham. C’est un 
jardin magnifique avec une vue formidable. Ici, nous avons 
rencontré Brigitte, Simon, Mary, Clive et Gabriel qui, eux 
aussi, visitaient les jardins. Simon a pris la photo à gauche.  

Le troisième jardin de Bald Hills que nous avons visité 
était celui de Narelle.  Elle aussi est une étudiante de 
français!  Son jardin est également très joli avec un beau 
panorama. Elle y a fait un travail énorme.  Il y a beaucoup 
de rochers et c’ était elle qui les a transportés elle-même 
pour faire des rigoles.  J’ai particulièrement aimé ses roses 
rouges avec leur beau parfum. 

Finalement, nous nous sommes rendues au jardin de 
Noël Mitchell à Broadwater. Ce jardin est extrêmement 
propre avec un tapis de verdure incroyable.  Pas la moindre 
mauvaise herbe ici! C’est comme un parc avec des 
fontaines, des cascades d’eau et aussi un jardin potager 
gigantesque. Noël a également des oiseaux, y compris des 

poules. Un chat, au milieu d’un parterre de rosiers, a trouvé sa place décorative au soleil et à l’abri des visiteurs. 
Tout le monde a passé une excellente journée et de plus, je crois qu’environ $2000 a été ramassé pour 

différentes charités.    
Par Jessica, avec un grand merci à Brigitte pour m’avoir aidé avec l’article. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 2013 

Please renew your membership NOW, as membership fees are due from January 1st, 2013.  
You can pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de 

Saphir' Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name on the deposit slip. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy, please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2013 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 
 
 


