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Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir wishes you  

a Blessed and Happy Easter! Joyeuses Pâques à tous!      
 

Welcome to our members old and new, and may 2013 provide you all with many happy memories of our 
gatherings and French activities. I was away during the recent Welcome Party held at Rex Speller's home, but I 
have been told it was an enjoyable event complete with sumptuous food and spectacular weather. We thank Rex 
for his generosity and bid him a fond farewell as he leaves us to claim a space somewhere in the northern 
hemisphere, perhaps in France. Farewell Rex! Your friends will miss you! 

We are endeavouring to develop a relationship with The Canberra-Versailles Association and this 
includes an invitation to their event on March 3rd in Canberra. 

This association fosters cultural relations between Canberra and Versailles as well as other parts of 
France. In the main this is done by providing scholarships to Canberra tertiary students to travel to and study in 
France. To pay for these scholarships they run 4 or 5 fund-raising luncheons each year at the Wig & Pen Pub in 
Canberra City. The luncheons are accompanied by chamber music provided, voluntarily, by students from the 
ANU School of Music. The cost is $25, which includes food, drinks and entertainment. 

The luncheon on 3rd March is the first for the year, at which scholarships will be presented to Stephanie 
Jones and James Moorhouse, who will travel to Europe in June. James will receive individual lessons with 
leading clarinettists Phillipe Cuper and Samuel Berthod in Versailles and Lyon and attend clarinet master 
classes and group classes at both the Paris and Lyon Conservatories. Stephanie will have individual lessons in 
Paris with prestigious teachers Gabriel Bianco, Rafael Andia and Judicael Perroy. Maybe, your interest in 
classical music will see you in Canberra at this event? 

In April “Le Tour de Mandeni” will once again test your mettle in the triathlon, with archery, mini-golf 
and pétanque the chosen events. Come along and join your friends in teams for a fun-filled picnic outing. (See 
next page for detail.) 

I have mentioned previously that your committee has planned some new activities. For your diaries 
please note that in May (4-5th) we are holding a French Immersion weekend in Merimbula (see below). While 
this will be a members-only event, you do not have to be currently enrolled in a French class. We anticipate a 
broad group of participants from the district. 

Also in May (8th and 11th) there will be French cooking classes with Lynne McMillan, which we know 
will prove popular.  Further details and booking options will be published in next month's La Mouette for both 
the immersion and cooking classes. 

Carmen Coutts-Smith, President 
 
 

Advance notice: French Immersion Weekend 
 

The Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir is organising a French Immersion Weekend on Saturday 4 and the morning 
of Sunday 5 May 2013 at Club Sapphire, Merimbula. Two experienced teachers from Alliance Française de Canberra will 
guide you through a variety of learning activities. Costs are still being calculated and full details will be published in the 
April edition of La Mouette, when the request for enrolment and payment will be made. Numbers are limited and Alliance 
members will have priority, with payment being confirmation of booking. 

If you would like to participate in this great opportunity to "immerse" yourself in the language and have lots of fun 
while doing it, please call Gai Jacobs on 6495 0365 or email gayrenejacobs@y7mail.com with your expression of 
interest. Any enquiries can also be directed to Gai. 



Pour votre agenda – mark your diaries  
Payment for membership renewal is now overdue. If you have not paid by 31st March you lose all benefits. 

Pétanque et déjeuner 
 

 

At the last gathering pétanque players decided to meet again on 
March 23rd and have lunch as well. We can play some more games 
that way, always weather permitting. We normally play every last 
Saturday of the month, but this March that is of course Easter 
Saturday.  
 So just come along, bring your morning coffee and picnic 
lunch and enjoy the thrills of this sociable game. Beginners and 

new players are most welcome. Skills are quickly acquired and luck always plays a part for everyone. 
Enquiries please to Kerry Hunting on 6495 9463 or email khintura@gmail.com 
Details: Saturday, 23rd March at 10am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn 
 off just next to the Stonehouse Cafe.  
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses. 
 

La matinée de conversation 
 

'La matinée de conversation démarra sur les chapeaux de roue le samedi 16 février, avec dix enthousiastes de la 
langue française! De nouveaux membres de l'Alliance ont apprécié le style relax et agréable du Café Rock Pool. 
Alors rejoignez-nous pour la prochaine conversation, le 3eme samedi de chaque mois , 10h30 au Café Rock 
Pool. 
Prochaine réunion samedi 16 mars. 
Amitiés ,  
Bénédicte.' 
Tout renseignement par couriel <howlingpud@hotmail.com> 

 
Tour de Mandeni Triathlon 

 

In response to several queries and requests we are holding our very popular triathlon again this year – it includes 
archery, pétanque and mini golf. No prior experience is necessary, as instruction in all sports will be provided.  
Small teams will be formed to compete for prizes. In addition to the ‘competitive sports’, many other activities 
are available at Mandeni, such as bike hire, golf, pitch and putt, paddle-boats, jumping pillow or one of the 
many walks. And please stay afterwards for your own BBQ or picnic! 
 

When: Saturday 13 April starting at 10am and finishing approximately 3pm 
 

Where: Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, north of Tura Beach, turn off just next to the “Stonehouse 
Cafe”, at the fork in the road take the right-hand branch. 

  

Cost: The entry fee, which covers the cost of the activities at Mandeni will be $10 for members (subsidised) 
and $15 for non-members. There is no cost to non-competitors. The jumping pillow and all walks 
are free.  Normal Mandeni costs apply for all other activities. 

 

Bring: Hat, sunscreen, picnic or BBQ lunch, family and friends! This is a good opportunity for anyone 
interested in joining our Alliance Française to get to know us a bit better. 

 

Please contact Kerry Hunting on 6295 9463 or khintura@gmail.com before Wednesday 10 April if you 
are interested so we can confirm numbers with Mandeni. 
 

Payment: Please pay in advance, as you register with Kerry. You can either send a cheque to The Treasurer, 
Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548  - or pay by EFT: Acc name: 
Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir Acc No: 168 279 527 BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name 
as reference on the transfer.) 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 



Advertisement: These classes are private and independent of Alliance Française 
 

French Tuesdays in Tura Beach 
 

  

“Tuesdays in Tura” is still très Français, with five levels of French 
language classes being taught in my home.  
 
Intermediate        9.30 -11am Elementary (Level 1)  2.00 - 3.15pm 
Advanced        11-12.15pm Beginners                    3.15 - 4.30pm 
Elementary (Level 2) 12.45-2.00pm 
 
Term I     Tuesday 5th February to Tuesday 9 April. (10 weeks) 
Term II    Tuesday 30 April to Tuesday 25 June. (9 weeks) 
Term III  Tuesday 16 July to Tuesday 17 September. (10 weeks) 
Term IV  Tuesday 8 October to Tuesday 10 December. (10 weeks) 

 
Classes are well attended (with one class nearly full) except for the Beginners class which requires more 

students if it is to run.  
The quiet atmosphere of my home is proving conducive to focused lessons that emphasise the situations, 

vocabulary and pronunciation that many students will find useful on their visits to French speaking countries.  
I am grateful to have such dedicated students who make teaching them a delight. 
 

Amicalement, Brigitte Leroy  
   

Intermediate Class with Mary C, Barbara, Celia, Don,         Advanced Class with Margaret C, Dorothea, Christel, 
Mary T, Mareta, Jill W, Jill B, Wendy and Roger (absent)                                            Ashley, Sylvie and Barbara. 
 

Elementary Level 2 Class with Gai, Jane, Cathy, Dawn   Elementary Level 1 Class with Maggie, Narelle, Bob,      
                                                  and Margaret B              Alistair and Helen 
  



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter           6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                                             P.O.Box 3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  khintura@gmail.com                                    MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                                 e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  reginekasper13@gmail.com               web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

 

 

À la place d’une blague: “Que de plaisir avec cette langue française!” 
 

Cette dictée est incroyable mais vraie. Ne manquez pas de la lire, c'est surprenant. On dira, après, que le français 
n'est pas compliqué ! Ce petit texte, que je vous laisse savourer est une dictée trouvée dans un vieil almanach: 
 "Monsieur Lamère a épousé Mademoiselle Lepère. De ce mariage, est né un fils aux yeux pers*. 
Monsieur est le père, Madame est la mère. Les deux font la paire. Le père, quoique père, est resté Lamère, mais 
la mère, avant d'être Lamère était Lepère. Le père est donc le père sans être Lepère, puisqu'il est Lamère et la 
mère est Lamère, bien que née Lepère. Aucun des deux n'est maire. N'étant ni le maire ni la mère, le père ne 
commet donc pas d'impair en signant Lamère.   
 Le fils aux yeux pers de Lepère deviendra maire. Il sera le maire Lamère, aux yeux pers, fils de 
Monsieur Lamère, son père, et de Mademoiselle Lepère, sa mère. La mère du maire meurt et Lamère, père du 
maire, la perd.  Aux obsèques, le père de la mère du maire, le grand père Lepère, vient du bord de mer et marche 
de pair avec le maire Lamère, son petit-fils. Les amis du maire, venus pour la mère, cherchent les Lamère, ne 
trouvent que le maire et Lepère, père de la mère du maire, venu de la mer, et chacun s'y perd !" 
 

*pers = entre vert et bleu                                Merci à Bénédicte, qui a trouvé cette  “Dictée qui rend fou” sur  l’internet. RK 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 2013 

Have you renewed your membership? If you are not financial by 31/3 this is your last La Mouette.  
You can pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' 

Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy, please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)               MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2013 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 
 


