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“Adieu Bénédicte!” ou plutôt “ au revoir!” - et en tout cas “bon voyage!” 
 

 

 
 
         “On verra …” 
 

       “Ça dépend de toi!” 
 
 
 

 “C’est rigolo, Simon!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 18th of May seven Alliance members joined Bénédicte at the Rockpool Café for French conversation and 
coffee. We hope that our cards and very “Aussie” gifts will assure her safe travels and speedy return.            RK 
 

Conversation en français: Help Needed! 
 

We are looking for someone to take over from Bénédicte as convenor of our monthly conversation-cum-coffee-
mornings. You would need to set aside one hour on the third Saturday of the month from 10.30am at the 
Rockpool Cafe in Club Sapphire, Merimbula. Being a native French speaker is not essential (Brigitte Leroy will 
come along when she can). It would be helpful if you could welcome members and encourage those who attend 
to speak French.   
 If necessary we could look at changing the time/date/venue to suit, and of course we could always find 
someone to fill in, if our convenor was unavailable on some occasions. We will be very grateful to any 
volunteer. It would be a great shame if we could not continue these popular gatherings. Please contact Margaret 
Gaunson on 6495 3515 or at afsaphir@gmail.com if you are able to help out.  
 

Pétanque with a difference 

Kerry Hunting, our pétanque coordinator, has been contacted by a group 
called Capital Pétanque from Canberra. They are connected with the 
Alliance Française there and thought they’d like to come to Merimbula 
for a weekend of pétanque.   
At this stage, there are three or four couples coming from Canberra for 
the weekend activities, but there may be more. So we’ve decided to have 
a big weekend on the 13th and 14th July: we’ll play pétanque on Saturday 

(say 10 to 3 o’clock with a picnic/BBQ lunch) and go to the Bastille lunch on Sunday.  
Naturally we would like to have as many local players as possible participating. This means we will have our 
next pétanque session not at the end of June, as usual, but in the middle of July instead. Time, place and cost 
would be as always: Saturday 13th  July, 10am, at Mandeni for $2 per player. 
 



 
Bastille Day Celebration 2013 

 
This year the committee has decided to organise a Bastille Day event focussing on quality French food. As the 
day falls on a Sunday, we also decided that, for the first time, our Bastille Day celebration will be a lunch.  
 We came to an agreement with Gail and Glenn from Mimosa Winery who are very enthusiastic about 
the event. They have provided an example of their French-influenced menu, which looks fantastic. We will be a 
part of a wider Bastille Day celebration in their restaurant, and live music will be provided. This is one of the 
most highly respected restaurants in our area. Members who have eaten at the Drystone Restaurant will confirm 
that the food and the atmosphere are of the highest standard.   
 This is our major annual event, and we'd love to see you there – and bring your friends.  It is certain to 
be a memorable lunch, and a very highly subsidised opportunity for members to sample the Drystone 
Restaurant's food and wine. 
 

Where: Drystone Restaurant (Mimosa Winery) on the Tathra/Bermagui Road. 
 http://www.mimosawines.com.au/home.html 

 

When: Sunday, July 14th  - for lunch - 12 o'clock. 
 

How much:  Members $35, Non-members $55 - meal consists of shared entrée plates, main 
and dessert.  Mimosa wines are of course available, as well as a number of other 
excellent wines.  Corkage is $20 per bottle if you want to take that special bottle. 

 

There is a possibility that a bus can be provided ($20 per person return) to encourage safety on the roads. 
Availability will depend on numbers. 
 

Please contact Kerry -   KHinTura@gmail.com or tel: 64959463 - by June 14th  if you would like to attend, and 
also advise if you are interested to travel on the bus.  Payment in full will be required by June 28th . 
 

Payment: You can either send a cheque to The Treasurer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, 
Merimbula 2548, or pay by EFT: Account name: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, Acc No: 168 279 527 
BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name as reference on the transfer). 

 
Le tour de Mandeni 2013 

 

The weather gods really smiled on our Tour de 
Mandeni this year! Seventeen Alliance members 
gathered at 10am on Saturday, May 25th  for this 
event, which was again brilliantly run by Kerry 
Hunting with support from her husband Greg.  
 As we progressed through the rounds of 
pétanque, archery and mini-golf the competitive team 
“Sibru”, Simon and Bruce, scored very high again - 
("how DID those two names get drawn out of the hat 
together AGAIN" muttered Kerry). To everyone’s 
surprise, however, they were pipped at the post by 
“The Imps”, Marita and Clive. Team "Black Caviar", 
Dianne and Fiona, sadly did not do justice to the name 
by winning the wooden spoon. Maybe they just did 
not wear the correct colours on the day!       Winning “Imps” Marita and Clive with Kerry 
 The barbecue by the lake, 
which followed, was enhanced 
with treats à la Française from 
the kitchens of some of our more 
talented cooks.  By two thirty we 
were ready for more games of 
pétanque, bushwalks or heading 
home. The hard core stayed on till 
5pm! Merci beaucoup Kerry and  
Greg for a gorgeous fun day!  
                            Narelle Sheridan    Runners-up Bruce and Simon                 Wooden spoons for “Black Caviar” 
 



French Immersion Weekend 2013 
 

“Un très grand merci" to all who 
participated so enthusiastically in the 
French Immersion Weekend!  
 Sixteen eager students were  
enrolled. The widely varying degrees of 
their competency proved really challenging 
at times. However, our two delightful 
'professeurs', Mylène and Florence from 
Alliance Française de Canberra, were 
highly skilled  in  guiding us through the 
tricky bits with imagination and humour. 
 The many and varied activities 
kept us on our toes (literally, with 
pétanque), and were a great source of 
hilarity  at  times.   All in  all,   everybody  

Two young ‘professeurs’ surrounded by ‘immersed’ students    certainly learned a great deal and had the 
wonderful opportunity to practise 
vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar. 
 Thanks also to Club Sapphire who 
provided the perfect venue and tasty 
refreshments during the two days. Many 
have asked to have more of these weekends, 
and it will certainly be on the agenda next 
year. 

Gai Jacobs 
Getting ready for group presentations: we 
work intensely, concentrating hard. 
Photos by Kerry Hunting 

 
French Cooking Class with Lynne MacMillan 

 

Eight lucky members had the rare chance to enjoy preparing (and of course eating) a three-course French meal 
under the watchful and experienced eye of Lynne MacMillan at her beautiful home in Tathra. 

Le Menu: 
  

Escalope de saumon au fumet d'huitres 
Médaillons de porc aux pommes et au cidre 
Tian de courge & courgettes provençal 
Croustade de pommes et de pruneaux à la 
                    Gasconne (Pastis Gascon) 
Glace aux pruneaux et Armagnac 
 

Thanks for giving so freely of your time, 
Lynne! - I'm sure everyone there had a 
fantastic day (while this wannabe chef 
spent the day at home sleeping and/or 
coughing!) 
I really hope this can be repeated on 
another occasion. 

Margaret, Anh-Thu, Robert, Lynne, Gai and Jan enjoying their feast.                                                    Neil Porter
                 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 
 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                              P.O.Box 3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting     6495 9463   KHinTura@gmail.com                              MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                            e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  reginekasper13@gmail.com            web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

  

Very keen French students from Tathra 
For two terms (Term 4 of 2012 and Term 1 of 2013), I had the privilege of teaching a most dedicated and lively 
group of students from Tathra. Most of them are 
now travelling in France (en passant par 
Carcassonne, Avignon, Cahors, Annecy et, bien sûr, 
Paris) for a whole month. They got together last 
September and we met every Tuesday evening at 
the beautifully appointed Conference Room of 
Tathra Beach House owned by Lesley White. We 
followed a nice speedy rhythm and covered a great 
range of topics as the main aim was to give them 
enough vocabulary and confidence for their 
travelling adventure. 
 Je souhaite à tous un très bon voyage et j’espère que le fait d’être en France pendant un mois donnera 
la vraie “raison d’être” d’apprendre cette langue.                              Amicalement, Brigitte Leroy     
   

 

La blague du mois 
C’était au début du mois de juin, au moment de quitter la vallée pour la saison de transhumance, qu’un berger 
dit à l'apprenti qui doit l’accompagner: 
 - Je te préviens, je suis pas très causant.  
Ils guident alors leur troupeau sur les pélouses alpines, òu ils passent l’été jusqu’au mois de septembre. Tout se 
passe bien et, la saison terminée, ils quittent l’alpage. De retour dans la vallée, l'apprenti dit alors:  
- Moi non plus. 

 
An interesting ADVERTISEMENT arrived in the mail: 
Le Très Bon Restaurant is a French restaurant (Chef Christophe Gregoire) and cooking school in Bungendore. 
It has special events throughout the year as well as cooking classes by the term or as one-offs.  In addition there 
is a Food and Wine Tour to Alsace & Les Vosges, 20th September to 1st October.  Find more details at 
www.letresbon.com.au Brochures are in the AF Library cupboard at the Sapphire Aquatic Centre. 

 
Membership 2013 

You can recruit new members at any time! Please contact Kerry Hunting – see above. 
You can pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' 

Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy, please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 
 

Alliance Française MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2013 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 
 


