
 
 

No.  275                                          décembre 2013                 
 
Joyeux Noël  et  Bonne Année à tous les amis de l’Alliance Française de la Côte 

de Saphir! 
 

Quelques mots de notre présidente 
 

As in years past 2013 has seen our Alliance members participate in a number of functions where we have 
enjoyed good company, food and wine – how French is that!  

Our Saturday conversations have allowed us to practise some French with our friends and even provided us 
with some specific 'jargon' to use when we least expect it. (I learned about sailing from Jessica.) No doubt 
Jessica and Pete, who have completed their extended sailing trip, will be ready to share this Pacific voyage with 
us, in French! The final conversation for this year was held on 16th November while the next will be in February. 
By then, we hope, Denise is back on deck, ready to lead both our beginning and advanced conversations.  

Recently the committee moved AF items from Rex's shed, some of which require storage. If you are able to 
assist with storing a few plastic storage boxes containing catering items and decorations, please contact me asap.  
Any assistance will be appreciated. 

Looking ahead to next year we have already planned our welcome party for members and potential new 
members. In the first La Mouette for 2014 we will publish the necessary contact details. In the meantime, please 
note the date in your diary.                   Carmen Coutts-Smith 

 

Welcome Party 2014. 
 

Date: Friday 7th February 2014 
 

Time: 6.30 pm 
 

Venue: 28 Cliff St, Merimbula. Many thanks to Margaret and Bruce Gaunson, 
who have offered their home for this occasion! 

Directions: Drive into the section of Cliff St between George and King Streets 
via Wyeebo St, then second left into Iluka St, which swings around to 
become Cliff Street again. No 28 is a two-storey white house opposite 
the reserve. Look for red white and blue balloons. Ph 6495 2515 if you 
are lost! 

 

What to bring: Bring a dish to share, preferably French finger food - a good time to use your French recipe 
books! Normally we have a selection of canapés, main dishes, dessert, fruit or cheese. The spontaneous 
choices usually work out perfectly. 

BYOG, soft drinks etc.     
Nouvelles personelles 

 

Farewell and Good Luck to Mary Crowe! Those of you who have attended French classes and conversations 
over the years are very familiar with the smiling face of the energetic Mary Crowe. Mary has been involved in 
our AF for many years attending our celebrations and most recently, partnering Brigitte at the Coupe D'Antibes 
pétanque competion. She was born in England and started learning French when she was seven. She spent most 
of her childhood in Ireland. As fate had it, she met her husband in England. He was from Bega and brought her 
back to live here and raise a family in 1975. 
Mary has taken the huge step to sell her home in Bega and move across to Perth to be closer to two of her 
daughters. Mary, we wish you well, and hope that you find a close-knit Francophile community, who love you 
as much as we do. Adieu et bonne chance! 
À Denise Brown, tous nos voeux de prompt rétablissement! We wish you all the best, particularly over the next 
months, getting over your operation! 
We are all thinking of Anne Taylor, as we hope Tony's health improves. He is in Pambula Hospital, very 
unwell! Nos meilleurs voeux de son rétablissement! 

                         Carmen Coutts-Smith, President 



End-of-year Picnic and Coupe D'Antibes Contest 2013 
  

By now some of you will be melting under the weight of Coupe D'Antibes success and creating space on the 
shelf for the trophy. Many thanks again to Kerry for her cheerful and efficient organization of the contest! 

The members and friends who attended our end-of-year event welcomed the sun (between clouds), enjoyed 
Kir royal (champagne and sirop de cassis) and then shared picnic fare as well as an occasional glass of wine. 
(The winners of the Coupe seemed to think that their 'no-wine-today policy’ was the key to their success!) Our 
BYO picnic was easy to organise and 'sharing the cakes' was very popular, with a particular 'strawberry cake' a 
real hit. (The berries were from the garden, but we would love the recipe, please.) 

There were 26 
competitors in the 
pétanque competition 
and while the regular 
players had been 
honing their skills 
over the past months, 
the finals were 
contested between the 
S Car Go (Bruce 
Gaunson and Neil 
Porter) and the Gee-
Gees (Greg Welsh and 
Gabriel Roberts). One    

Simon	  Arlidge	  making	  sure	  of	  the	  measurements.                of the semi-finals was 
an all male game, between S Car Go and Tanna Exploders (Ray Coutts-Smith 
and Pete Smith), which witnessed much sledging and cheering, amid numerous 
measurements. (Gives cricket sledging something to aim for.) Since last year, our 
players’ skill on the 'grassy pistes' has improved and caused a few to fall down,      S	  Car	  Go! Winners	  are	  grinners  
once they moved over to the compacted sand courts.                                 

The Canberra Boules group contacted us and was bitterly disappointed not to be able to participate this year, 
but they assured us they would like a return visit from our group in Canberra. Maybe we will have a formidable 
group to play next year, as both interest and skills seem to be constantly improving.             

Carmen Coutts-Smith 
 

Meet our Vice President: Gai Jacobs 
 

My association with Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir began in 2000 when I first 
took up French lessons with Celine Morse at Peggy Hamilton’s house. My husband Philip 
and I had recently returned from a three-week tour of France, and my love of all things 
French had been reignited.  

I studied French all through secondary school and into first year at university and had 
never lost the interest; so when I heard Peggy on ABC radio speaking about the language 
lessons, I knew that I just had to take it up again. Although I was living in Bombala then, 
I travelled down every week to participate. Somehow life got in the way at some point 
and I had to forgo the trips to the coast for a few years. So it was not until 2011 that I was 
able to begin lessons again with Brigitte in the little room at the airport. Then, in 
December that year we moved permanently to Tura Beach.  

Before the AGM in 2012, the call went out for all members to attend, as the winds of 
change seemed to be whistling around the Alliance Française. It was at that meeting that I 
was ‘invited’ to join the Committee, to which I agreed. I am absolutely delighted to serve 
on this committee, as every member is so dedicated to their roles and to the interests of 

the general membership. I feel that 2012-2013 was a very successful year, filled with a diverse range of 
activities to suit all members.   

Fortunately, although there are still some issues around whether we will continue to operate under the AF 
flag in the future, we survive to see another year, and what a year it promises to be! So, with great delight, I 
have accepted the position of Vice President for 2013-2014 and look forward to working with the new 
committee members, as well as the continuing ones, of course, to make this year just as interesting as the last. 

Gai Jacobs 



Conversation au café 
 

On Saturday 16th November, there was a really good turnout at the Rockpool Café for the last Conversation en 
Français of the year.  

Five of us started at the new time of 10am 
(the idea being that the first half hour is given 
to those who are niveau débutant) and the topic 
chosen was to refer to a recent event in order to 
consolidate the past tense we are presently 
learning during our French lessons. A mixture 
of funny and sad moments relating to un chien 
et un chat were	   presented. We were able to 
have some great laughs as well as some real 
insight into everybody’s experiences.  

Jill,	  Mareta,	  Jessica,	  Dorothea,	  Regine,	  Brigitte,	  Gai	  and	  Julie	   
At 10.30 (et aussi un peu plus tard), five more participants came along. It was a great treat for me to see one 

of my students, Jessica, joining in as she and her husband Peter had just come back two days ago from a 9 
months boat trip (navigué par eux) in the South Pacific. Chapeau à tous les deux pour leur belle aventure! 

The topics became somehow related to holidays, trips and cruises as everybody had some stories to relate 
and as some of us (Carmen, Regine, Christel, Dorothea, Jessica – oui, déjà – and myself) are already planning 
our 2014 voyages à l’étranger! 

It was a most enjoyable morning and I am so glad I was free to come along.                               Brigitte Leroy                                            
 

 

Six French Plays with the Mumbulla School Children 
 

As mentioned in the September issue, I have introduced a new French teaching approach (the AIM method – 
Accelerating Integrated Methodology) at the Mumbulla School. This method originated in Canada and was 
devised by Wendy Maxwell.  

The method is based on gestures (one for each word), French immersion, pared down vocabulary, 
spontaneous dialogues and a story (rather than topics). We were able to learn two stories, one called La Poule 
Maboule (The Little Chicken) for Classes 1, 2 and 3 and the other called Les Trois Petits Cochons (The Three 
Little Pigs) for Classes 4, 5 and 6. I am pleased to say that the children did rise to the occasion while performing 
in front of their parents and teachers as well as other classes. It was a huge learning experience for me (not just 
teaching in a new way but directing six performances plus organising all the costumes, scenery, music, etc). It 
certainly has been a wonderfully challenging and rewarding year!      Brigitte Leroy 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Class	  2:	  The	  chickens	  and	  the	  horses	  of	  "La	  Poule	  Maboule"	  	  	  	  	  	  Class	  4	  by	  the	  straw	  house	  of	  "Les	  Trois	  Petits	  Cochons"	  

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
Alexander	  &	  Adams,	  Veterinary	  Surgeons,	  149	  Auckland	  Street,	  BEGA	  '6492	  1837	  and	  56	  Moruya	  Street,	  COBARGO	  6493	  6442	  –	  10%	  	  
Brief	  Affairs,	  Lingerie	  Boutique,	  Shop	  12,	  The	  Promenade,	  MERIMBULA	  –	  10%	  discount	  
Caterer’s	  Choice	  Catering,	  Val	  Russell,	  PO	  Box	  28,	  MERIMBULA	  '6494	  3301,	  mobile	  0429	  338	  715	  –	  10%	  disc.	  
Peter	  Dunne	  Gallery:	  2/	  101	  Pacific	  Way,	  TURA	  BEACH	  '6495	  9082	  at	  least	  10%	  discount	  to	  current	  members.	  
	   	   	   Opening	  hours	  are	  nearly	  every	  Saturday	  and	  Sunday	  from	  2pm	  till	  5pm.	  
The	  Thyme	  Garden	  Gallery,	  336	  Sapphire	  Coast	  Drive,	  TURA	  BEACH	  '0428	  469	  461	  –	  10%	  discount,	  excluding	  books.	  



	   Contact	  us:	  Alliance	  Française	  de	  la	  Côte	  de	  Saphir	  
	  

President:	   	   	   	   	   	  	  
Carmen	  Coutts-‐Smith	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  6495	  7735	  	  	  carmencs@internode.on.net	  	  
Vice-‐President:	  Gay	  Jacobs	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  6495	  0365	  	  	  gayrenejacobs@y7mail.com	  
Secretary:	  Margaret	  Gaunson	  	  	  6495	  3515	  	  	  abgmob@hotmail.com	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  P.O.Box	  3	  
Treasurer:	  Kerry	  Hunting	  	  	  	  	  6495	  9463	  	  KHinTura@gmail.com	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  MERIMBULA	  2548	  
Membership:	  K.	  Hunting	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  e-‐mail	  afsaphir@gmail.com	  	  
La	  Mouette:	  Regine	  Kasper	  	  	  	  6495	  0390	  	  reginekasper13@gmail.com	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com	  
	  
Library News: 	  Remember our Alliance Française owns an interesting collection of books, CDs, DVDs, all 
in French, housed in a steel-cabinet in the foyer of the Sapphire Aquatic Centre Pambula, which is open year 
round! Why not indulge your linguistic passion over the long slow weeks of January? Just ask for the key at the 
desk. Please fill in the necessary details in the Borrowers’ Book. This library operates on trust alone.         RK 
 

	  

ADVERTISEMENT:	  These	  French	  classes	  are	  taught	  by	  French	  native	  speaker	  Brigitte	  Leroy,	  who	  is	  an	  
experienced	  private	  teacher,	  but	  not	  an	  employee	  of	  Alliance	  Française.	  

	  

Time - Table for French Classes in 2014 
 

 

Intermediate  Tuesday 9.30 am – 10.45 am 
Advanced  Tuesday 11.00 am – 12.15 pm 
 
Elementary   Tuesday 12.45 pm – 2.00 pm 
Level 2 
Beginners Tuesday 2.00 pm – 3.15 pm 
Elementary  Tuesday 3.15 pm – 4.30 pm 
Level 1 
  

Term I: Tuesday 4 February to Tuesday 10 April. 
   (10 weeks) 
Term II: Tuesday 29 April to Tuesday 24 June.  
   (9 weeks) 
Term III: Tuesday 15 July to Tuesday  
   16 September. (10 weeks) 
Term IV:  Tuesday 7 October to Tuesday    
   9 December. (10 weeks) 

All classes will be held at my personal address: 42 Headland Drive, Tura Beach. 
New students should register as soon as possible by phoning me (Brigitte Leroy) on  
6495-0781 or emailing me at sbarlidge@aapt.net.au (if emailing please include all contact phone numbers). 
Classes will not run (or they might be combined) if there are insufficient numbers.  
The fee structure for 2014 provides significant discounts for students who pay by the term. 
Je profite de l’occasion pour vous souhaiter « Joyeux Noël » et « Bonne Année 2014». 

Amicalement, Brigitte Leroy 
La blague du mois 

Toto et les maths 
Maitresse: Toto, douze bouteilles de vin à 6 euros pièce, combien ça fait? 

Toto: À la maison, ça fait 3 jours, Madame. 

Membership 2014 
New members are welcome any time! Members’ benefits include regular information via La Mouette,  
a standing invitation to play pétanque and to participate in French conversation, access to our library.  

La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry Hunting. 
Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 

The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548  
Pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' 

Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. 
 
 

Alliance Française   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2014      RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)    

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)….FAMILY $40…………SINGLE $ 25………..SCHOOL $ 25………….



ADVERTISEMENT:	  THIS	  ANNOUNCEMENT	  WAS	  RECEIVED	  BY	  AF	  IN	  DECEMBER.	  More	  information	  on	  the	  website.	  
	  

This	  is	  to	  announce	  our	  fourth	  consecutive	  annual	  Language	  &	  Culture	  tour	  with	  Emeritus	  Professor	  Chris	  Gossip	  (UNE)	  
	  	  

FRENCH	  LANGUAGE	  &	  CULTURE	  TOUR	  
FRANCE	  2014	  

CHARENTE-‐MARITIME/POITOU	  -‐	  LANGUEDOC/ROUSSILLON	  -‐	  CÔTE	  D'AZUR	  
in	  the	  company	  of	  Emeritus	  Professor	  Chris	  Gossip	  

LA	  ROCHELLE	  -‐	  NARBONNE	  -‐	  NICE	  
	  	  

Sunday	  21	  September	  -‐	  Saturday	  11	  October	  2014	  
These	  tours	  are	  specifically	  designed	  for	  members	  of	  the	  Alliance	  Française	  and	  U3A	  branches	  in	  Australia	  

	  	  
The	  tour	  itinerary	  :	  after	  an	  initial	  get-‐together	  in	  Paris,	  7	  nights	  in	  La	  Rochelle	  (famous	  port	  and	  historic	  town	  –	  a	  story	  of	  
maritime	  exploration	  and	  terrible	  sieges!),	  	  6	  nights	  in	  Narbonne	  (lovely	  historic	  centre	  of	  an	  extraordinary	  historic	  
region!)	  and	  6	  nights	  in	  Nice	  (thanks	  mainly	  to	  the	  English	  from	  as	  long	  ago	  as	  the	  early	  18th	  century	  Nice	  has	  become	  the	  
capital	  of	  one	  of	  the	  most	  famous	  &	  beautiful	  regions	  in	  Europe	  -‐	  as	  usual	  we	  will	  help	  you	  discover	  parts	  of	  the	  region	  
not	  usually	  visited	  by	  most	  tourists!)	  
	  	  
This	  will	  be	  our	  sixth	  Language	  and	  Culture	  tour,	  and	  the	  fourth	  such	  tour	  with	  Chris	  Gossip	  -‐	  but	  the	  bookings	  for	  the	  
2011,	  2012	  &	  2013	  tours	  were	  closed	  some	  six-‐to-‐nine	  months	  prior	  to	  the	  actual	  start	  of	  the	  tour,	  and	  we	  had	  to	  refuse	  
quite	  a	  number	  of	  requests	  to	  join.	  
	  	  
The	  General	  Language	  Sessions	  are	  held	  by	  Chris	  Gossip	  (Emeritus	  Professor	  of	  French,	  University	  of	  New	  England)	  and	  
Annie	  Bancroft	  (former	  founder-‐director	  of	  the	  Creipac	  in	  Nouméa	  and	  responsible	  for	  all	  Cpederf	  language	  &	  culture	  
programmes).	  Highly	  specialized	  and	  experienced	  French	  guides	  are	  used	  for	  all	  the	  visits	  and	  excursions	  on	  the	  
programme.	  
	  	  
Spouses,	  partners	  and	  friends	  are	  equally	  welcome	  to	  participate,	  even	  if	  they	  are	  not	  coming	  for	  the	  French	  
language	  element	  of	  the	  tour.	  We	  provide	  as	  much	  background	  documentation	  as	  we	  can	  in	  English,	  while	  for	  the	  time	  
the	  rest	  of	  the	  group	  are	  following	  their	  Group	  Language	  Sessions,	  a	  separate	  additional	  programme	  of	  visits	  is	  planned	  to	  
sites,	  museums,	  monuments	  not	  included	  in	  the	  general	  programme.	  	  This	  year,	  25%	  of	  the	  group	  was	  in	  this	  category.	  
	  	  
You	  will	  find	  attached	  to	  this	  message	  copies	  of	  the	  Day-‐to-‐Day	  Programme	  and	  the	  Details	  of	  Costing,	  together	  with	  a	  
Registration	  of	  Interest	  Form	  (no	  deposit	  payable	  at	  this	  stage)	  
	  	  
So	  if	  this	  2014	  tour	  appeals,	  please	  do	  not	  delay	  on	  returning	  the	  Registration	  of	  Interest	  Form	  -‐	  thereby	  avoiding	  
subsequent	  disappointment!	  
	  	  
The	  total	  cost	  of	  the	  tour	  is	  4250	  euros	  (per	  person,	  twin	  share	  or	  double	  basis)	  with	  the	  single	  room	  supplement	  fixed	  
at	  1170	  euros.	  But	  as	  with	  all	  CPEDERF	  Language	  &	  Culture	  tours,	  the	  only	  elements,	  which	  are	  not	  included	  in	  the	  cost	  
of	  the	  tour,	  are	  travel	  costs	  to	  and	  from	  France	  and	  the	  second	  lighter	  meal	  of	  each	  day.	  Otherwise,	  once	  in	  France,	  all	  
participants	  really	  need	  is	  their	  spending	  money!	  
	  	  
Please	  do	  not	  hesitate	  to	  email	  us	  with	  any	  queries	  or	  requests	  for	  further	  information	  you	  may	  have.	  	  
	  	  
Très	  cordialement,	  
Annie	  and	  David	  (Bancroft)	  
	  	  
CPEDERF	  
Annie	  &	  David	  BANCROFT	  
MARRE	  
58700	  LURCY	  LE	  BOURG	  
FRANCE	  
	  	  
Email:	  cpederf@gmail.com	  
Website:	  www.cpederf.com	  	  
Tel:	  Int	  +	  33.9	  +	  62.52.38.93	  
Fax:	  Int	  +	  33.3	  +	  86.36.46.85	  
	  	  


