
 
 

No.  264                                         décembre 2012                 

 

End of year Celebration and Coupe D'Antibes 
 

Well, sadly le père Noël didn't make it to our annual gathering, but certainly many others did, including two 

rather protective hooded plovers who were  dive-bombing our pétanque players playing between the road and 

the archery alleys. The plovers chose to nest right on the edge of our designated pétanque "pistes" marked out 

the day before by Kerry, who protested  "The nest wasn't there yesterday!" 

Forty seven members and friends, some from as far south as Eden and as far north as Bermagui gathered 

under the trees at Mandeni to sip cassis and champagne before the first round of pétanque was tackled. We 

needed courage for those pesky plovers! Then picnic tables and chairs were added to those already there and 

the French themed bunting was hung from trees. The barbecues were lit and tended by willing helpers Andrew 

and David. The food prepared by Kerry, Fiona, Dorothea, Gai and Narelle was laid out: a variety of salads to 

go with sausages and marinated chicken, followed by delicious desserts of cakes, fruit salad, flans, 

strawberries and cream. What a feast!  

Then came the exciting finals of the pétanque contest: Bruce and Mike aka "Pillagers " against Brigitte and 

Jess aka "Petits Fours". Sadly for all the sisterhood barracking on the sidelines, the men triumphed and were 

awarded the Coupe D'Antibes, an engraved trophy for the year, together with a bottle of wine each. 

A significant amount of money was raised by the raffle, with wonderful prizes donated by Fiona and Rick, 

Ray, Brigitte and Bénédicte, Carmen, Woolworths, Dan Murphys and Big 'W' (Bega). Thanks to so many of 

you who all contributed to a truly wonderful day, including Mother Nature who kept the rain away and turned 

on a rather warm spring day.                                                                                                   by Narelle Sheriden 
For more photos see afsaphir.blogspot.com             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A bunch of enthusiastic spectators at pétanque                       A typical view of the pétanque competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clive R wins first prize in the tombola:                               Carmen presents the Coupe D'Antibes to Bruce and Mike, 
Ray J’s painting of Napoleon                                                           with the runners-up Brigitte and Jessica watching. 



Quelques mots de notre présidente 
 

2012 seems to have disappeared while we weren't looking and following our successful Coupe d'Antibes contest 

we are now preparing for more Christmas celebrations with family and friends. Sincere thanks to the Committee 

who have strived to share the joy of French culture and the love of French language with our members. Thank 

you all for sharing your time and friendship with us and may your festive season be filled with good cheer and 

happiness. Your membership renewal form for 2013 is also included in this La Mouette and we hope to see you 

at the Welcome Party at Rex Speller's home on 8
th
 February. 

 

Joyeux Noël  et  Bonne Année à tous les amis de l’Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir! 
Carmen Coutts-Smith 

 

Pour votre calendrier 2013 
 

The following functions for 2013 are being planned by your committee. In addition, there may be some 

spontaneous events such as a randonnée, lunch gatherings or you may have some other suggestions for us to 

consider.  If so, please contact a member of the committee  (contact details on page 4 of La Mouette) 
 

Every month February to November - Pétanque (last Saturday of the month at Mandeni)  

French Conversation Coffee mornings (10.30am 3
rd

 Saturday at Rockpool Café, Club Sapphire) 

Friday 8 February 5.30-7.30pm: Welcome Cocktail Party at the home of Rex Speller  (BYO drinks only) 

Saturday 13 April: Tour de Mandeni  

May: Two separate French Cooking Classes (exact dates to be advised) 

Monday 17 June: French Film Evening at the local cinema 

Saturday 13, Sunday 14 July: Bastille Day celebration 

Monday evening 9 September: AGM 

Friday 27 September: Moules et Frites Lunch at the Wharf to celebrate French Community Day in Belgium  

Sunday 24 November: Coupe d’Antibes and Christmas Lunch 

Pétanque 
 

Alliance members meet to play pétanque on the last Saturday of the month. As you have seen at our end-of-year 

contest, no prior experience is needed for playing. The rules are easily learnt and you’ll get plenty of practice. 

Just come along, bring your morning coffee and enjoy the fun and challenge of this traditional game. 

Please note that there will be no pétanque in December, however, we’ll recommence on the last Saturday 

in January.  See you there! 

If you have any questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob). 

Details: Next game: January 26th from 10 am till midday at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive,  

 North of Tura Beach, turn off just next to the “Stonehouse Cafe”.  

Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. 
 

Une blague de Noël 
 

Une petite gamine adorable écrit au Père Noël: Cher Papa Noël, je suis orpheline et n'ai jamais de cadeaux. S'il 

te plaît, j'aimerais que tu m'envoies 100 euros afin que je sois la plus heureuse des petites filles.  

Le facteur, très ému par la lettre de la petite, décide d'organiser une collecte auprès des commerçants du village 

et de ses collègues postiers. Après une semaine, le postier ne parvient à récolter que 50 euros. Il met la somme 

dans une belle enveloppe et l'envoie à la fillette. 

Trois jours plus tard, il reçoit une nouvelle lettre: Cher Papa Noël, je voulais te remercier pour l'argent que tu 

m'as envoyé... mais ces putains de postiers m'en ont volé la moitié !  

 

French Films in our District 
 

From Neil: At the cinema in Merimbula: Bittersweet French comedy with subtitles: The Intouchables. Go See! 

From Brigitte: "There is another French film showing locally in Narooma at the Kinema. The film is called "Tu 

seras mon fils" (You will be my son) about a father-son relationship, to do with the inheritance of a famous 

vineyard in Saint-Emilion near the Bordeaux region. I haven't seen it yet but had some very good feedback 

about it from some of my students." 

Merci Neil et Brigitte! 

French Language and Culture Tour 2012 



 

In September and October four of our members, Margaret Clay, Margaret Brown, Christel Becker and Ashley 

Fuller went to France on a three-week language and culture tour. The tour was organized by Annie and David 

Bancroft of CPEDERF (France) in collaboration with Professor Chris Gossip from University of New England 

and his partner Jean. 

We met with Annie, David, Chris and Jean 

and the 21 other participants in Paris and then 

travelled by TGV to Brittany. Based in the lovely 

town of Quimper, the group toured the département of 

Finistère over the next eight days, eating French food 

(crêpes of course), speaking French to each other and 

to local people, and visiting many wonderful places.  

We visited picturesque seaside towns, historic 15
th
 

century churches rich with ornament and exquisitely 

detailed calvaries, 6500-year-old megaliths at 

Locmariaquer and Carnac, the beautiful 17
th
 century 

walled town of Concarneau, and the simple church at 

Pont Aven where Gauguin was inspired to paint the 

Yellow Christ. We discussed our experiences and 

impressions - in French - during  morning  or  

afternoon coffee  sessions.  At a number of places we       Rocamadour, perched above the Dordogne       had 

the benefit of a French guide.  Almost every one of them spoke clearly and relatively slowly so that we were 

able to follow the stories and explanations.   

The tour then took us to the elegant, World Heritage listed city of Bordeaux. Based in Bordeaux, we 

travelled each day by bus to some of the highlights of Aquitaine – the underground church at St. Emilion, lunch 

at Château Haut Veyrac, the bastides St. Macaire and Sauveterre and the fortress citadel at Blaye. No trip to the 

Bordeaux region would be complete without a morning at l’école du vin to learn the finer points of terroire and 

appreciate the nose and the taste of the excellent local product.   

Another eight days had slipped by in visual and 

gastronomic enjoyment and we then went to the 

Dordogne to stay in the beautifully restored mediaeval 

town of Sarlat for the last five days of the tour. The 

countryside is characterized by the Dordogne river as it 

carves and curves its way through ancient limestone 

rock, creating spectacular cliffs that have housed 

humans for many thousands of years, either in caves or 

in the beautiful villages that now cling to the cliff faces. 

Every prominent cliff top has its fortress or château fort.  

Among the highlights were the famous village of 

Rocamadour with its challenging pilgrimage pathway up 

the cliff face, a boat ride in the limestone chasm Gouffre 

de Padirac with its sensational stalactites and stalag-

mites, the exquisite palaeolithic paintings in the Lascaux II    Convivial lunch at La Belle Époque, Bordeaux                         

caves, and the beautiful topiaries of the Manoir d’Eyrignac, a most beautiful and restful garden. 

The tour was a feast – of language, food (and more food!), history and beautiful sights and experiences. 

Annie and David are to be congratulated for providing us with such a rich experience and coordinating a bunch 

of people on and off trains and buses and in and out of restaurants with little mishap.  

If you are interested in next year’s tour, see their advertisement on the last page of La Mouette. There 

are already some details on the website www.cpederf.com. Highly recommended! 

By Ashley Fuller 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA 6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  

Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 

Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO 6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 

Peter Dunne Gallery: % discount to current members. 

   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH 0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 

http://www.cpederf.com/


Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com  
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson 6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                                            P.O.Box 
3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com                                             MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                                          e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au                     web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

 

Dodging the Crowds 
 

Any seasoned traveller who has often visited Europe for family and fun reasons now has to contend with a 

growing phenomenon: mass tourism. It may have to do with cruise ships the size of the unfortunate Costa 

Concordia, disgorging several busloads of tourists onto the world’s best known destinations, it may be the 

avalanche of well-heeled baby boomers who tour the world in retirement, seeking “adventure before dementia”– 

so far only well below 1% of wealthy Chinese follow their curiosity about those famous places in the Far West. 

Just you wait! 

    If you are an obdurate individualist traveller, if you hate to stand in queues, if surrounding crowds and 

cameras annoy you, if a parked fleet of tour busses makes you 

apprehensive, you have to think of new ways of travel: forget the 

beaten path, dismiss the famous places and head for somewhere 

remote. France is culturally so dense, historically so rich, that you 

can pick any little town or village and spend rewarding days there, 

exploring the vicinity which is sure to turn up some gorgeous, 

unexpected sights. 

    On our recent trip we discovered quite accidentally the 

delightful seaside town of Menton, right on the Italian border. The 

sea is as blue as elsewhere on the Côte d’Azur, the sun as warm, 

the cliffs as stark. This town is very well connected by frequent 

trains to Monaco, Nice, Grasse, Antibes – all much better known and crowded. It seems to be a bit of a tip for 

the French themselves to holiday in Menton: palms shade the foreshore promenade with its cafes, the pebbly 

beaches are well groomed, the restaurants numerous and vying with 

each other. The medieval town centre is picturesquely perched on 

its headland, glowing in pink and ochre tones. From the late 19
th
 

century Menton became a fashionable resort town and splendid 

estates were established on the hillside, terraced olive-groves have 

been made into lush gardens with palms, pencil pines, oleander; a 

Botanical Garden fills a gully.  A completely level bus route cum 

strolling path meanders along halfway up the slope, offering lovely 

views; the well-marked Grande Randonnée 52 leads up into the 

mountains behind. What a find!  

 By Regine Kasper 

MEMBERSHIP 2013 

Please renew your membership now. Annual membership is due on January 1
st 

2013. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it with your cheque to: 

The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548 

Or, if paying by EFT:  Acc name: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, Acc No: 168279527  BSB: 082 697 

           Please add your name as reference on the transfer and email the details below to Kerry. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy, please inform Kerry Hunting. 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2013 Alliance Française       RENEWAL/NEW (Please circle one) 
 

NAME/S_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________POSTCODE___________ 

 

PHONE__________________________EMAIL__________________________________________ 

 
SUBSCRIPTION  (Please circle one)           FAMILY $40             SINGLE $25           SCHOOL $25 

mailto:carmencs@internode.on.net
mailto:abgmob@hotmail.com
mailto:KHinTura@gmail.com
mailto:afsaphir@gmail.com
mailto:wrkas@dragnet.com.au
http://afsaphir.blogspot.com/


 

ADVERTISEMENT 
 

TO ALL BRANCHES OF THE ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE IN AUSTRALIA : 

We would be very grateful if you would be kind enough to bring the details of this tour to the attention of your 

members: 

The Australian Alliance Française members who were with us this year will all vouch that it was a terrific 

experience for everyone! 

  

Following the highly successful 2011 & 2012 Language & Culture Tours 

"Thank you all for another wonderful tour!" (Christine R, October 2012) 

"Thank you for such a stimulating and interesting stay in France" (Margaret C, October 2012) 

CPEDERF is pleased to announce 

  

 A FRENCH LANGUAGE & CULTURE TOUR 2013 

in the company of Emeritus Professor Chris Gossip 

in collaboration with Annie & David Bancroft (Cpederf, France) 

  

 

ALSACE - BOURGOGNE - ALPES DU NORD 

7 nights in Colmar - one of the most beautiful towns in France, 

situated in one of the richest and most fascinating regions 

5 nights in Beaune to discover parts of Burgundy 

 not forgetting some of the world's most famous vineyards nearby  

6 nights in Grenoble - few cities in France have such a setting - 

gateway to one of the most magnificent Alpine regions in Europe! 

  

15 September - 4 October 2013 

  

We all meet in Paris late afternoon Sunday 15 September, for a full briefing and get-together dinner in the 

evening, then staying in the same hotel before travelling together the following morning en route to Colmar by 

TGV and coach, with a stop-off in World Heritage town of Nancy 

  

On the website  

DAY-TO-DAY PROGRAMME 

FULL DETAILS OF THE COSTING, 

REGISTRATION OF INTEREST FORM 

  

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Non-language participants : accompanying spouses, partners and friends 

who do not speak French are offered a separate programme of activities 

 when the others are involved in the group language sessions 

  

This tour will be the fifth Language & Culture tour organized by Cpederf, and our third with Professor Gossip 

For both the 2011 and 2012 Language & Culture  tours we were obliged to close the tour waiting-list 

six months before the commencement of the tour, refusing several requests to join the tour, 

so we suggest that you register your interest early!! No deposit required at this stage! 

  

David & Annie Bancroft 

  

Phone : Int + 33 + 86.68.06.18 

Email : cpederf@cpederf.com 

Website : www.cpederf.com 

  

CPEDERF HAS BEEN ORGANIZING FRENCH LANGUAGE & CULTURE TOURS FOR 

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND UNIVERSITIES, SCHOOLS, TEACHERS, U3A & ADULT 

EDUCATION & ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE GROUPS FOR MORE THAN 25 YEARS. 
 

mailto:cpederf@cpederf.com
http://www.cpederf.com/

