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In August, our Alliance lost two valued members, Margaret Clay and Tony Taylor.  Our thoughts and 
condolences go out to their families and friends. 

Margaret Clay was an active member of our Alliance Franҫaise for a number of years, and a wonderful 
friend and student of Brigitte Leroy.  She loved France and travelled there frequently on cultural and 
linguistic tours.  She was a regular at French conversation mornings and was socially involved in 
many aspects of the Alliance.  Brigitte was fortunate to be able to see Margaret, and to speak with her 
in French for a few moments, the afternoon before she passed away, peacefully and surrounded by her 
family.  Brigitte spoke about Margaret’s love of France at the celebration of her life which was held on 
Friday 22 August.    

Tony was a very involved and sociable member of our Alliance Franҫaise for many years and often led 
the singing of La Marseillaise for the 14th of July.  A true Francophile, he enjoyed French 
conversations, French movies and playing  pétanque.  He was also a keen student and became Brigitte 
Leroy’s eldest and most constant student.  She recalls his great knowledge of French vocabulary 
(especially the etymology of the words), literature, quotations and idiomatic expressions, and his own 
special French dictionary (a very old and rare edition) which he always brought to class.  Tony’s life, 
and love of France, was celebrated on Friday 22 August. 

French Film Night  
On a wintery night in mid August, AF members and guests enjoyed French 
wine and nibbles before settling down to watch a DVD of the classic French 
comedy, Le Dîner de Cons.  This film, in French with subtitles, was released in 
1998, and is also known as The Dinner Game.   It is about a group of 
prominent Parisian businessmen who must bring an “idiot” to the weekly 
“idiots’ dinner” for other guests to ridicule.   But when Pierre Brochant, a 
publisher, invites François Pignon, a Finance Ministry employee with a 
passion for building replicas of landmarks with matchsticks, to the dinner, 
events don’t go exactly to plan.  The French dialogue was très vite but the room was warm and 
everyone had a good laugh.  Merci bien Neil for your technical expertise.  

Pour votre agenda – for your diary !
Conversation en français: chaque mois, le troisième samedi, Rockpool Café, Club Sapphire, 
Merimbula 
La prochaine session sera le 20 septembre, et j’espère fort que vous allez venir nombreux. Venez ou à 
dix heures pour le niveau débutant, ou bien à dix heures et demie pour ceux qui sont plus capables, 
comme vous voulez.   !
AGM - Due to unforeseen circumstances, we have had to change the date of the AGM. It will now be 
held on Monday 15 September 2014, 6pm in the Tasman Room at Club Sapphire.  See 
below for more information. !
To celebrate Belgian Community Day, a moules-frites lunch at the Wharf on Sunday 12 
October.  Member price is subsidised and will cost $20 per person, $26.50 for non-members.  2 
course meal of Eden mussels (or fish if advised in advance) and dessert, plus tea and coffee.   Bookings 
to Kerry with payment by Wednesday 8 October please. !
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Reciprocity between Alliances in Australia 
  

Members of any Alliance, travelling within Australia, may attend or participate in any event held by other 
Australian  Alliances at the member price for the event, provided that their membership is up to date at their 
home Alliance.  !
Pétanque 

Even in winter Alliance members meet to play pétanque on the second Friday 
and the last Saturday of every month. No prior experience is needed. Just come 
along, bring your morning coffee and even lunch and have fun playing this 
challenging game. Bring your own equipment or borrow ours. If you have any 
questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 
301 (mob). 
Details are: Friday 12th and Sat 27th September at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, 
Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn off just next to  “Za’s 
Stonehouse”.  
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. !!
The 2014 Annual General Meeting 
6pm start Monday 15 September Tasman Room Club Sapphire (Tasman is at the rear of the Bistro 
area).  The AGM will be followed by a brief General Meeting.  Those attending may wish to dine in the 
Bistro area at the conclusion of the meetings which is expected to be before 7pm. 

Members are requested to consider volunteering to join the Committee and/or to provide assistance 
to the Committee from time to time, such as with maintenance of our Website, or preparation of La 
Mouette Newsletter when Regine Kasper is away, or providing some technical assistance.  If you are 
able to join the Committee or help out in some way, please complete the Committee Nomination form 

below or call the Secretary Margaret Gaunson, or any of the Committee listed here in La Mouette. 

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE LA COTE DE SAPHIR - NOMINATION FORM 
I, ……………………………………. (Print Name), accept nomination for the position of  

……………………………… of the Alliance Francaise de la Cote de Saphir for the 2104/15 year. 

PROPOSER ………………………….. (Print Name) …………………. (signature) 

SECONDER   ……………………...... (Print Name) …………………. (signature) 

Signature of Nominee ………………………………...Date ………………………. 

Discounts are offered to our members at the following local businesses: !
Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya 
Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 
– 10% discount. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current 
members.  Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% 
discount, excluding books. !
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Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir !
Acting President:  Gai Jacobs              6495 0365  gayrenejacobs@y7mail.com                                            
Secretary:  Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515  abgmob@hotmail.com                                                    
Treasurer/Membership:  Kerry Hunting     6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com                                     
La Mouette: Regine Kasper   6495 0390  reginekasper13@gmail.com        
  

P.O.Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 
         e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com   

Alliance Française Library !
Our Alliance Française owns a sizeable lending library containing a selection of fiction and non-fiction 
books in French, coffee table books on art and travel, Bien-Dire magazines with CD’s, teaching 
resource books with CD’s, adult DVD’s and some children’s books.  

Any financial member of Alliance Française may borrow from the library, which is currently stored in 
a cupboard situated at the Sapphire Aquatic Centre, Pambula.  All you need to do is ask for the key to 
the cupboard at the reception desk, where you will be asked to produce your membership card.   

Once you have chosen the items you wish to borrow, record them, along with your details, in the book 
provided.  Likewise, when returning the items, please record the date returned in the book.  It is most 
important that this procedure is followed in order to keep track of the items on loan. 

A recent inventory indicated that eight books and one DVD are missing and unaccounted for.  If you 
have borrowed a book or DVD from the library in the past few months and failed to record it in the 
borrowing book, please ensure that you write it in when returning it so that it may be accounted for. 

All members using the library need to be mindful that another member may be waiting for the item 
you have borrowed and to be reasonable about the amount of time that item is kept before returning it 
to the library for others to enjoy. 

If you haven’t already checked out the Alliance Française library then consider putting it on your ‘to 
do’ list, as you may be surprised at what it has to offer!  

Membership 2014 

New members are welcome any time! Members’ benefits include regular information via La 
Mouette, a standing invitation to play pétanque and to participate in French conversation, access to 
our library.  
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry 
Hunting. 
Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 
2548  
Pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte 
de Saphir' 
Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. !!!

Alliance Française   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2014 !
RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)    !

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   !
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. !
TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… !
SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)….FAMILY $40…………SINGLE $ 25………..SCHOOL $ 25…………. 
!
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Nouvelle-Calédonie 
A little piece of France in the Pacific 

#  

Looking across Baie des Citrons from a secluded restaurant 

In just two and a half hours flight from Sydney you could find yourself totally immersed in French 
culture. The place is New Caledonia. Situated on the Tropic of Capricorn, it has a tropical climate and 
our winter is a very good time to visit . The countryside is reminiscent of Northern Queensland and 
the water is very swimmable. 

The place is typically French with a Polynesian twist. There are lots of chocolatiers, boulangeries, 
pâtisseries and of course restaurants. 

In July, Jill Bowen and myself (from Brigitte's Intermediate class) went to Nouméa for some French 
lessons à L' Instituit Voltaire. We had 3 hours of lessons each day with very little English spoken. The 
class was made up of Australians, New Zealanders and one Scot lady who had been living there for a 
year with her family. This came in very handy for us as she showed us lots of places tourists wouldn't 
know about, especially restaurants favoured by the locals. 

 !  

Some of our class in Nouméa with teacher Patricia 

We had the afternoons free to go sight-seeing but unfortunately for us most of the time was spent in 
the Aircalin office as my luggage didn't arrive. It was 7 days before it did. A lot of time was spent 
looking for cheap clothes to wear.The Australian Consulate was very helpful in chasing up things. 
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A Chocolate Fondue with fruit and marshmallows for dipping 

Most of the locals did not speak English except of course in the hospitality industries. This was really 
good practice for us. I was very jealous of all the Polynesians speaking fluent French.  Most notable 
was how some of the locals had a slight Australian accent when they spoke English! (heaven forbid!)  

Strolling along the bayside we came across lots of games of Pétanque using pistes very similar to ones 
we use at Mandeni. They even had logs around them! Noticeably lacking were females however. 

We got to witness "La Répétition" for Bastille Day and even managed to join in with "La Marseillaise".  
Visible from Nouméa were many little islands to which you could catch a water taxi or take a day trip. 
We visited L'île du Canard which, in typical French fashion only had a restaurant on it. 

A beautiful place to visit and really recommended if you wish to practise speaking French. 

Mareta Collins
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