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From the President 

 
Our celebration Bastille Lunch on Sunday 14th July was a resounding success at 
an exceptional venue.  The menu was interesting and everyone was satisfied and 
pleased with the selection.  It seems that the decision to have lunch rather than 
an evening dinner, on this occasion proved very popular, particularly as the day 
was a typical blue-skied sunny winter's day.  Congratulations to the organising 
committee for a very successful occasion. 
 
At the AGM on Monday 9rd September, at Club Sapphire, our Alliance will 
elect a new committee to consider future activities for our AF.  While there you 
will be able to enjoy a meal and a drink as well as sharing a few words of French 
with your Alliance friends.  Are you interested in joining the committee?  We 
continue to operate successfully with a number of new members together with 
our staunch and reliable membership base so if you are inclined to contribute via 
the committee, please complete a nomination form.  We welcome new ideas and 
energy! 

Carmen Coutts-Smith 

Annual General Meeting  
 

Your presence at the Annual General Meeting will provide some guidance to your committee as to the level of 
support and assistance you are prepared to give us with directions for 2014. 
 
Nominations for Office Bearers are being called for so if you are able to offer your services, please complete the 
nomination form (included here) and get it to one of the current committee members.  (If you want any information 
regarding the AF duties, please ask a committee member.) 
 
Annual General Meeting with Dinner 
When:   Monday 9rd September for 6pm start 
Where:  The Dolphin Room, Club Sapphire 
Cost:   $20 for a two course meal served in The Dolphin Room 

Contact:       Kerry Hunting on 64959463 or via email: khintura@gmail.com!
 

Please contact Kerry  before Thursday 5
th

 Sept to indicate your attendance as numbers are needed for catering.  The two 
course meal must be paid for in advance.   

Cheques should be sent to our PO Box 3 Merimbula 2548.   
Alternatively you can pay via Electronic Funds Transfer:  

Account Name:  Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
Acc Number:   168 279 527  BSB is 082 697    Just add your name in the description box. 
 

 

Contact us:   Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
        

President:      Carmen Coutts-Smith   6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President:  Neil Porter                               6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary:           Margaret Gaunson              6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                              
Treasurer:      Kerry Hunting                6495 9463   khintura@gmail.com                                                    P.O.Box 3 
Membership: Kerry Hunting                                                                                                  MERIMBULA 2548 
La Mouette:    Regine Kasper                6495 0390  reginekasper13@gmail.com               e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                 

             web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com
 

 



ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE LA COTE DE SAPHIR 
 

COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 
 

 
I, …………………………………………………. (Print Name), accept nomination for  
 
the position of …………………………..……………… of the Alliance Francaise de la  
 
Cote de Saphir for the ………… year. 
 
 
PROPOSER ……………………….. (Print Name) ……………..…………..(signature) 
            
           
SECONDER…………………... (Print Name) ………………….…………. (signature) 
 
 

Signature of Nominee ……………………...Date ………………………. 

 

!------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pétanque  

Alliance members meet to play pétanque on the last Saturday of every month. No prior experience is needed. Just 
come along, coffee and possibly lunch and have fun playing this challenging game. Bring your own equipment or 
borrow ours. If you have any questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 

(mob). 

Details are: Saturday 31 August at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn 
off just next to the “Stonehouse Cafe”.  
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. 
 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 
 
 

 

Advertisements for a B+B in the Dordogne found  on http://www.chambres-hote-lalinde.com/ 
 
 
and also “The Kinema” at Narooma often show French Movies 
 
http://www.naroomacinemas.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Visitors from Canberra contribute to a great weekend of Petanque  …….. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On 13th July our local Alliance Francaise petanque players joined eight visiting Canberra players for a Saturday session followed by bbq 
lunch.  The weather was superb and Petanque leader, Kerry Hunting, split the regular and casual players evenly with “magic buttons” so it 
was good fun all round.    Extra catering was provided by some of the Committee folk for the Canberra visitors and a big thanks goes out to 
these stars!  Oh and some of the non-Committee members shared around delicious cakes too.  A big thank you to them as well.  It was a 
delightful day all round and a good icebreaker for the following day  ….. Bastille Day at Mimosa Winery. 

 

…… and Bastille Day merry-making 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A wonderful Bastille Day Luncheon was enjoyed by 56 members this year at “Drystone Restaurant” at Mimosa Winery near Bermagui.  The 
menu set by owners Gail and Glenn was delicious and music provided by Steve Clark and Colleen Spillane was most appropriate especially 
when pumping out “Le Marseillaise” with vocals led by Mareta Collins.  The bus pick up for 27 members was also very popular especially 
when the champagne was handed around. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Coutts-Smith Family 
 

Brian and Amanda Williams enjoy 
 a double celebration 

 

Drystone Restaurant  
 

Davina Hewes, Wendy Coghlan, Jim 
Alexander, Robyn Cooper watching 

Danielle Watkins aims for the cochonnet 

Serious players from Canberra 
with Mike Coghlan 



Walk in the Dordogne 

I recently ventured into the Dordogne on a nine day walk.  The area was a superb choice as I wanted to immerse myself in the ancient, and in 

fact, the prehistoric.  It was a circular walk starting in Sarlat, then on to Beynac, Les Eysies and then back to Sarlat.  However, sadly, the 

company I chose is not one I would recommend.  It would have been fine if I had booked in with a group of walkers who were into 

orienteering.  Unfortunately I was a single booking and a lover of bushwalking but not orienteering. 

So that being said I’d love to share some experiences which were quite extraordinary.  

Sarlat charmed me as it felt as though I was living and breathing the 12th century 

exactly as it was.  The narrow cobbled laneways wound their way between elegant 

medieval buildings steeped in history with some open for inspection.  One of my two 

days coincided with the weekly market which was a vibrant living history.  The stalls 

selling fresh produce, flowers, cheeses, deli meats (especially sausages) were 

positioned along these streets with vendors edging vans along, and crowds working 

their way through as best as possible.  There were many tourists vying for passage 

amongst the locals. 

Beynac was a very quaint little village on the banks of the Dordogne River.  I climbed 

up the hill to the Chateau Feodal, a very austere and imposing castle perched, as 

always, on the top of the 

hill, commanding a superb view of the valley below and other castles on distant 

hills. This castle was taken by Richard the Lionheart in the Middle Ages and 

became English territory during the Hundred Years War.  While the 

fortifications were very impressive the level of comfort for its inhabitants 

looked to be severe.  My admiration went out to the women of the era who 

made their lives within these hard stone walls.   

A short 3km walk from Beynac, I found 

Les Jardins de Marqueyssac:  6 hectares 

of topiary  garden as I have never seen 

before.  Once again this garden was 

perched atop a hill and gave the 

impression of a huge organic sculpture, 

all boxwood but very varied in style.  It was so gorgeous it was hard to believe.  I spent a couple of 

hours exploring all the nooks and crannies.  

The next lovely place was Les Eysies on the Vezere River.  The surrounding cliffs held magnificent 

overhanging rock formations which would have afforded shelter to prehistoric man.  I did a guided tour 

of the Grotte du Grand Roc limestone caves which were quite different to those in Australia.  The 

formations were delicate, intricate and reminded me of coral.  The museum of Prehistory houses is an 

amazing  collection of relics.  There were video demonstrations showing how stone implements were 

probably fashioned.  A stunning exhibit that greeted me at the entrance was a fairly complete skeleton 

which had been unearthed in that area, displayed in an upright position, alongside a model  recreating the appearance of that very man.  

Near Tamnies I booked into a guided tour in English of the Lascaux Caves.  These were replicas, but very faithful replicas, of the cave 

paintings of the nearby original Lascaux Caves.  It is thought that these beautiful animal paintings, including bison, oryx and horse, being 

herded by a unicorn, had mythical / religious significance.  It truly was the Sistine Chapel of Cro Magnon man.                       Maggie Burns 

 

MEMBERSHIP 2013 

Membership fees are due from January 1
st,

 2013.  
You can pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' Account No: 

168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy, please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 

Alliance Française  -  NEW  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2013 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25  
 

 

 

 

 


