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Members’ Contribution – Sailing in Nouvelle Calédonie  – Jessica Wyers !
A second fascinating article from Jessica Wyers for members to enjoy.   
Thanks for sharing your travels Jess! 
Neil !
We left Vanuatu mid September and sailed to the Loyalty Islands which lie east of La Grande Terre (New 
Caledonia's main island).  Our arrival port was the Baie de Gaatcha in the larger Baie de Santal, Île Lifou 
(Lifou Island) off the town of Douéoulou.  The anchorage was beautiful.  It is part of a much larger bay 
with fabulous clear water and turtles eating the seagrass not far in front of where we were anchored, 
though the water was a little cooler than in Vanuatu.  !
Whilst there a group of us did a day 
tour of Lifou Island.  Lifou is quite a 
big island and is divided into three 
districts: Wetr in the north; Gaïca 
(where we were in the centre and 
west); and Lössi in the south.  We 
started by heading north to Wetr.  They 
have quite a few vanilla plantations in 
the area and if you visit on the right 
day it is possible to do a tour of one of 
them.  We also saw a couple of the 
island’s churches, mainly Catholic, that 
were built in the 19th Century.  We then 
made our way to Jokin (or Doking) 

which has cliffs with stairs to the bottom for snorkelling.  Here we were also shown a traditional village 
meeting hut (or case).  This one was quite large and at six months old was only recently finished.  There 
is a big fire pit just inside the entrance.  The smoke from the fire helps keep the insects at bay and 
prolongs the life of the hut thatching.  If well done, the thatching on a hut such as that one should last ten 
years – without the benefits of the fire, the thatching will last only five years.  Other than the traditional 
meeting place, the case also provides protection for the villagers during cyclones.  Our next stop was 
Easo which is where cruise ships to Lifou come in.  Here we had lunch and walked up the hill to see the 
Chapelle Notre Dame de Lourdes.  Built in 1898 to commemorate the arrival of the first Catholic 
missionaries in 1858 the chapel has a statue of Virgin Mary on its top and fabulous views.   As we made 
our way to Xodre at the southern end of the island we passed a house built into the cliffs and then the 
Xodre cliffs themselves.  The cliffs are formed from an ancient seabed and have been hollowed out in the 
centre with pillars of harder rock and/or later formed stalactites and stalagmites remaining – quite 
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spectacular.  Our final stop on the tourist trail was at Luengoni Beach with its beautiful fine white sand.  
The sand is very soft, rather like talcum powder.  Perhaps the softness is due to the pumice (which is 

plentiful on the beach) breaking down 
and softening the feel of the quartz.  
Whatever the reason, it was wonderful 
sand.   !
From Lifou we sailed north to Ouvéa. 
Ouvéa atoll is like a huge lagoon with 
the northern part ringed by a series of 
little islets called the Pleiades.  It is a 
truly beautiful place and with white 
sandy beaches and turquoise water is 
reminiscent of Whitehaven Beach and 
Hill Inlet in the Whitsundays.  We 
anchored in the southern end of the atoll, 
at the northern end of Mouly Island off a 
resort called Paradis and all trouped in 
to the resort for drinks.  It has been 
recently refurbished and was not yet 

officially open but was a beautiful setting 
to watch the sun go down.  Whilst at Ouvéa we did a trip on a glass-bottomed boat on the inner lagoon.  
The lagoon is tabu and therefore we could only explore it under the supervision and direction of a local 
guide.  The tour started with a trip across 
the water and then up a rather rickety 
ladder to see a chapel in the cave on the 
ledge.  The chapel was built in the early 
1960s.  Our guide, Felix, received his 
confirmation there and Mass is also held 
in it on occasion.  It was then to the 
lagoon's seaward entrance for a snorkel 
where we saw white tipped reef sharks 
sleeping on the sandy bottom under a 
number of ledges.   !
We next set sail for Beautemps Beaupré, a 
beautiful uninhabited reef northwest of 
Ouvéa which is something out of National 
Geographic.  On our walk around the 
island we saw turtles, black-tipped reef 
sharks, quite large crabs, several sea 
snakes and lots of fish.  At the northern end of the island there is a tern rookery.  We walked along the 
beach as far from the nesting birds as possible, but still had many of them flying overhead trying to ward 
us off.  We kept our eyes open for a path across the island to the western shore.  Once we’d spotted one, 
we made our way along it as quickly as possible to minimise the disturbance to the birds, being careful to 
avoid any eggs on the ground and the scattering chicks.  The rookery continued to the north of us but 
rather than terns it was boobies with their white fluffy chicks we could see.   !
After a couple of days we reluctantly left Beautemps Beaupré and made our way to Faasi, near Ounes 
Island, at the northern end of Ouvéa Atoll, then Doking on Lifou before leaving the Loyalty Islands with 
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an overnight sal to the Baie de Oro on the 
eastern side of the  Île des Pins. Here we 
organised a hire car at the nearby Meridien 
resort.  First port of call was the Baie de St 
Joseph which is famous for its pirogues 
(traditional sail boats).  According to the 
guide books, a trip to the Île des Pins is not 
complete without a pirogue ride.  We think 
the guide books must be a little out of date 
as we saw only a couple of pirogues on the 
shore, and although it was quite windy 
(which may have kept them off the water), 
none of them looked like they’d been out for 
a while.  From the Baie de St Joseph we 
made our way to the Baie de St Maurice 
where the Statue de St Maurice (a statue of 
Christ guarded by a circle of carved, 
wooden totem poles) commemorates the arrival of the first missionaries on the island.  It is also a war 
memorial.  From Baie de St Maurice we backtracked to Vao to have a look at the Vao church which has 
beautiful timber ceilings and some lovely carvings around the altar.  Our next stop was the old prison 
ruins just north of Kuto.  The Île de Pins was initially a place of exile and many Paris Communards and 
Algerian deportees were sent there during the 1870s.  We had a look at the  rather overgrown prison ruins 
and the nearby restored water reservoir which was built between 1874 and 1875 and is still in use today 
before moving on to the deportees’ cemetery.  Most of the graves are unmarked, but the cemetery does 
have a plaque listing the names of those who died on the island, including women and children.  After the 
cemetery we continued north up to La Grotte de la Troisième.  This is a sunken cave with a water filled 

bottom (which is apparently 
quite deep and can be 
explored by experienced 
divers).  The trip to the cave 
along a rather overgrown dirt 
track was interesting.  We 
were lucky we didn’t come 
across any traffic going the 
other way as there are only a 
couple of passing places.  The 
caves were quite good though 
it was a shame to see how 
many stalactites had been 
broken off, presumably as 
souvenirs.  From here we 
drove to Gadji on the north-
west tip of the island where we 

stopped for a picnic lunch.  Despite the windy weather, the bay looked lovely and calm and it was a great 
spot for lunch.  Our next stop was to be the sandalwood factory, but it had signs up saying visitors were 
not allowed so we continued north and stumbled across a lovely café at the top of a hill.  Our final stop 
for the day was the Grotte de la Reine Hortense in the centre of the island.  This cave is where Queen 
Hortense, wife of a local chief, reportedly sought refuge during intertribal conflict in 1855.  At the back of 
the cave is a rock ledge where she is supposed to have slept.  Unfortunately for us, the cave itself was 
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roped off because the floor was too slippery for tourists and we could only stand at the entrance and look 
in.  Nevertheless it was still quite impressive. !
The following morning we took the dinghy ashore and walked down the dry river bed to the natural 
swimming pool (la piscine naturelle).  This pool is sheltered by the reef and is one of the bay’s main 
attractions.  It was not long after low tide and once we’d made it to the pool we waded through to the reef 
side.  We saw quite a few fish and clams and were lucky enough to see an octopus catch and eat a couple 
of crabs!   !
We then sailed to Gadji on the northern side of the island where we took the dinghy to the outer reef for a 
fantastic snorkel.  We saw lots of fish and corals, a couple of sharks and the water was so clear we could 
see about 30 metres off the drop-offs without too much trouble.  The only problem was that with a 
reasonable wind blowing we got cold rather quickly and had to get out of the water long before we 
wanted to.  After the snorkel we all took our boats a few miles south to Baie de Ouaméo.  Here we 
booked in for dinner at the Hotel Kodjeue where we had a lovely meal and for our pre-dinner drinks 
outside, we also enjoyed the company of a gorgeous and very friendly ginger kitten, who didn’t mind 
whose lap he sat on, so long as he got a cuddle. !

Our next anchorage was in 
Kanuméra Bay at the southern 
end of Île des Pins.  The nearby 
resort Oure Lodge was 
welcoming and a great spot for a 
drink.  Whilst anchored here we 
walked up  Pic N’ga which at 262 
metres is the island’s highest 
point.  We picked up the start of 
the track just behind the restored 
water reservoir.  We climbed up 
along the ridge line and were 
grateful for the early morning 
cloud cover which helped keep 
the temperatures down a little.  

The cloud cover dispersed just before we reached the summit and we were then treated to fabulous almost 
360 degree views.  The track down was not quite as steep, which was a good thing as the surface was 
quite gravelly (as had been the track we’d taken up).  The last section of the walk was along a dry river 
bed with a canopy of trees which was very pleasant.   !
After Île des Pins we sailed to La Grande Terre and anchored in the Port du Carénage in the Baie du 
Prony.  La Grande Terre is quite rich in nickel and there is a huge mine on the southern tip of the island. 
Prony itself is a former convict settlement and where we were anchored there were old jetty ruins, 
remains of rail tracks as well as building ruins.  There is a marked walking track which runs between 
Prony and Parc Provincial de la Rivière Bleue which was too long for us to walk, though we did 
investigate some of the local ruins on our walk along the old road to the head of the bay we were in and 
then back along the shoreline.  !
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Our next stop was Île 
Ouen.  This trip took us 
through the Canal Woodin.  
With a strong tidal flow, it 
is important to time 
passage through this canal 
with the tide.  We had up 
to four knots of current 
with us which made for a 
quick trip through the 
channel and we anchored 
at Baie Iré on the north-
west of Ouen.  The island 
has been previously mined 
and until recently was 
quite barren.  It was good 
to see how quickly the vegetation is returning to the island.  From Baie Iré we went to Ilot Maitre, only a 
short distance from Nouméa, where we picked up a mooring.  This area is known for its kite surfing.  We 
went ashore to watch the many kite surfers — a spectacular site. Drinks at the local hotel were far too 
expensive to have one on shore, though I did find a couple of nice pieces of jewellery to buy. !
Our final port of call was Nouméa where we spent about a week, anchored in the Baie de L’Orphelinat.  
We spent quite a few hours at the aquarium which had been recommended by all who had been there and 
didn’t disappoint.  We also spent an afternoon at the excellent Maritime Museum and another at the 
Cultural Centre.  Like Vanuatu, we hope to get back to New Cal and see some of the sites and islands we 
missed (like Maré).  If planning to visit, some basic French is useful as few people spoke English, 
particularly in the Loyalty Islands.  Even in Nouméa English is not commonly spoken.  There is a regular 
ferry service between Nouméa and Île des Pins or for a different perspective, there are a number of 
charter boat companies..... 
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