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Christmas Celebration and Annual Coupe d'Antibes Tournament 
 
Come along and help your friends at our Alliance Française celebrate the end 
of another year.  Kick off the day with a welcome champagne and kir in true 
French style.  Then, together with your allocated (lucky) partner participate 
in the Annual Coupe d'Antibes Contest to find the champions of pétanque.  
You are welcome to bring guests who may enjoy playing pétanque or even 
speaking French.  There is cover should the weather be less than bright and 
sunny. 
 
Venue:     Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach.  
Turn off next to the 'Stonehouse'. 
 
Date:        Sunday 25th November 
 
Time:      Arrive around 10am for allocation of partner for 10.30 start of  
pétanque heats.  Lunch will follow at approximately 12.30pm. 
 

What is provided:  We will provide a gourmet BBQ and salad selection; baguettes and a selection of desserts.  
Plates, cutlery, coffee mugs, wine glasses and serviettes are also provided. 
 
What should you bring:  Your own drinks; a chair or rug; money (for coffee from the kiosk) and our fund-raising 
tombola; boules for  pétanque. 
 
Cost: $10 for members and $15 for guests.  
 
Bookings to Kerry Hunting 64959463 or khintura@gmail.com.  BEFORE Tuesday 20th November. (Necessary to 
allow purchase of supplies.) 
 
Payments by cheque to PO Box 3 Merimbula OR by EFT:  Acc name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir' Acc No: 168279527  BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name to the deposit.) EFT is preferable for our 
management of bookings. 
 
Help celebrate 2012 with us. 
Carmen Coutts-Smith (AF President)  
________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send this payment slip with your cheque to arrive BEFORE Tuesday 20th November to The Treasurer 
(details above).  If more convenient, just send an email with the details if you are paying by EFT. 
 
Number of members attending at $10 each:______Guests attending at $15 each_______ 
 
My cheque for the total of $_________ is enclosed OR I have paid via EFT _________ 
 
Name/s__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________________________________ 
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CALENDRIER 2013  
 
Your committee is endeavouring to provide an interesting calender of events for 2013, and the next La Mouette 
will give include an outline of events for you to put in your diary.  Should you be willing to offer assistance for any 
of our functions, please do not hesitate to approach a member of the committee.   

MEMBERSHIP  
New members joining from October 1st will receive free 2013 membership as well as membership for the rest of 2012. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it together with your payment (cheque not cash) to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)          MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2012/3 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……..   POSTCODE…………. 

TELEPHONE………………………………. E-MAIL…………………………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 
 

La Blague du mois  

L’examen 
La veille d’un examen final de physique, 2 amis se rendent à une soirée bien arrosée et se réveillent en retard. 
Et, bien sûr, ils avaient très peu étudié. 
L’un d’eux eut une idée pas bête. Il alla voir le professeur et lui expliqua qu’ils avaient été visiter une vieille 
tante à l’extérieur de la ville et avaient décidé de dormir là, ils se lèveraient tôt pour venir faire leur examen. 
Mais voilà, ils eurent une crevaison, d’où leur retard.  
Comme c’étaient de bons étudiants, le professeur leur dit qu’ils pourraient faire un examen demain matin. Le 
lendemain, le prof de physique fit asseoir les 2 étudiants dans deux salles différentes. L’examen ne comportait 
qu’une question de 100 points :  
Quelle roue ? 
 

Activities – all members welcome!  
  
Une matinée de conversation: Please come along to our next French conversation on the 17th of November at 
the Rockpool Café à 10h30.  No need to book, just join in and enjoy good company, good coffee and/or cake.  
French conversations take place on the 3rd Saturday of each month at the Rockpool Café.    
Enquiries ph Bénédicte 6495 3639.  
  
Pétanque: Alliance members meet to play Pétanque every last Saturday of the month at Mandeni Resort,  
Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn off just next to Shell petrol station.  No prior experience is  
needed.  Just come along, bring your morning coffee and possibly lunch and enjoy the camaraderie of this  
exciting game.  Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses.  
Come along and practice for the coupe d’Antibes which will be highly contested. 
No booking necessary, enquiries please to Kerry on 64959463.  
  
Next Committee meeting:  Saturday 3 Nov 10am Dolphin Room Club Sapphire  
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What's it like to travel with an iPad? 
 
I was quite excited on our recent trip to Europe to have the chance to travel with a new iPad.  For the technically 
minded it was a 64G WIFI and Cellular model.  This summary for our travelling members might be useful. 
 
Keeping in Touch: With a new granddaughter and her big sister at home in Sydney, keeping in touch was a prime 
reason for taking the iPad with us on this trip.  Installing the free Skype app enabled us to make free video/audio 
contact with them whenever we were near a WiFi hub - picture/sound quality was excellent.  In addition, by buying 
a block of time on Skype (15 euros), we were able to telephone them (or anyone else on a regular landline or 
mobile number in most countries).  A 10-minute phone call from France to Sydney cost less than 40 cents.  This 
was invaluable when we had to phone Paris from Austria with a car issue. 
 
Internet/email: We had two options for connecting to the internet: the mobile (“cellular”) network and WiFi.  
Accessing the cellular network requires the purchase of a SIM card for each country you visit.  It allows you to 
access all internet services from virtually anywhere you may find yourself.  It can be confusing to purchase and 
expensive.  WiFi limits your access a little by requiring you to be near a WiFi hub – otherwise the two means offer 
similar access to the internet.  In two months travelling this year we had no trouble at all accessing free WiFi – 
admittedly, we were staying in accommodation where WiFi was readily available, but it seems that WiFi is widely 
available in cafés, service stations, hotels, pensions, airports etc.  Simply make sure when you book 
accommodation, that the place has WiFi.  Here is a link to a great blog article on free WiFi hotspots in Paris 
  

Mapping: If you want to get the most from your iPad for getting 
around, you need a model that uses GPS.  The only models which 
access GPS are the “WiFi plus cellular” models.  It is possible to 
use your iPad as a Sat-Nav while driving, but as our leased vehicle 
came with sat-nav built in, we never got a chance to try it. What 
we did find very useful was GPS tracking – as a large part of our 
time in Europe is spent hiking - and using the free “GPS HD” app 
by MotionX made recording tracks and clocking distances walked 
for later use a simple process.  As far as map-reading goes, unless 
you have a SIM card inserted, regular mapping apps are not that 
useful, but the free “nav free” app enables you to download maps 
in enough detail for use on the road.  It just takes a little planning. 

 
Photography: With 64GB of storage, storing a large number of images was easy.  The trick is to make sure you 
buy a camera connection kit. We stored over 1000 large photos, and had at least as much storage again available.  It 
is also easy to upload photos to a blog for friends and family at home.   
 
Books/videos: It is possible to download all sorts of books to the iPad, including travel guidebooks.  Many 
“classics” are available at no cost.  I found it very easy to download books on the iPad.  The screen is easy to read, 
although it can get a little heavy for reading in bed.  I thought the digital Lonely Planet guidebooks were not up to 
the quality of the real thing, but of course you can always download and save web-based information from a 
multitude of sites while on WiFi.  We were able to access the Sydney Morning Herald on the free SMH app.  It is 
also possible to use the iPad to download, store and watch videos – great for a long flight - or make your own. 
 
Battery Life: We got great battery life from the iPad – charging it overnight gave us plenty of power for the 
following day.  As a back-up, we purchased an in-car charger, but never had to use it. 
 
Printing: If you travel with an iPad and need to do an airline check-in online and then print out your boarding 
passes, you may have an expensive problem.  We were in this situation in Geneva with airline boarding passes that 
needed to be printed, but couldn’t do it.  My advice is, for important things like boarding passes, use a hotel 
computer to check in and print on their printer (unless you want to carry a mini “air printer” with you for the entire 
trip!).  Saving the boarding passes to your iPad is NOT SUFFICIENT!  Luckily, we weren’t asked for ours. 
  
Conclusion: The iPad can replace several kilograms of paperbacks and guidebooks. It acts as a photo storage 
device, a resource library, a communication device, mapping assistant, and an entertainment system the kids (and 
adults) can enjoy.   We found it to be perfect for travel.  The new mini iPad may also be worth a look – Kerry 
recommends the Nexus 7 also. 

Neil Porter  
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La Suisse – On parle français 
 
Swiss French (In French: Suisse Romand) is the name used 
for the variety of French spoken in the French-speaking area 
of Switzerland known as Romandie. Swiss French is not to be 
confused with Franco-Provençal/Arpitan (also spoken in 
Romandie) or Romansh (spoken in the Grisons), two other 
individual Romance languages. 
The differences between Swiss French and Parisian French are 
minor and mostly lexical: a Swiss French speaker would have 
no trouble understanding a French speaker, while a French 
speaker would encounter only a few unfamiliar words while 
listening to a Swiss French speaker. Swiss French, when 
compared with French of France, has a somewhat "sing-song" 
effect. Swiss French differs from the French of France to a far 
lesser extent than Swiss German differs from standard German. This was not always the case, as most of the 
dialects spoken in the Romandie died out and thus are no longer spoken or used. 
There is not a single standardized Swiss French language: different cantons (or even different towns in some cases) 
will use different vocabulary, often derived from the local regional language or from German, since Switzerland is 
predominantly German-speaking. 
Many Standard French terms are used in certain cantons such as Geneva due to their proximity to the French 
border. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This edition compiled by Neil Porter. 

Swiss French Standard French Translation 

déjeuner petit-déjeuner breakfast 

dîner déjeuner lunch 

souper dîner dinner 

septante soixante-dix seventy 

huitante quatre-vingts eighty 

nonante quatre-vingts-dix ninety 

services couverts cutlery 

panosse serpillière floorcloth 

Procès verbal d'examen (PV) bulletin de note report card 

s'encoubler se prendre les pieds dans quelque chose/trébucher to trip over 

dent de lion pissenlit dandelion 

fœhn sèche-cheveux hairdryer 

biffer rayer/ barrer quelque chose d'écrit to scratch/delete 

action promotion special offer 

natel (téléphone) portable mobile phone 

boguet mobylette moped 

bonnard sympa, bien nice 

cornet sac en plastique plastic bag 

fourre dossier folder 

linge serviette towel 

Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA (6492 1837) and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO (6493 6442), 10% 
discount 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA, 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, 33 Yarrawood Av., MERIMBULA (6495 3626; mobile 0429 338 715), 10% 
disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH (6495 9082) at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH (0428 469 461) 10% discount, excluding books.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The green part of the map is French-
speaking. 


