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What a very strange thing to do!  To volunteer to prepare La Mouette whilst holidaying in France with my 
laptop!  Well, I haven’t even made it to France yet!  Wandering around Athens for the past 6 days, now on Tinos 
with an old friend I haven’t seen in almost 20 years. 
The best thing I bought on this trip is an Apple iPhone.  It has built in GPS and maps and anyone who has tried to 
find their way around Athens alone will know just how difficult that can be.  You can browse the web, fiddle with 
your banking (pay bills at home, etc.), make accommodation and other bookings, and send emails to friends and 
family.  Oh, you can also make outrageously expensive phone calls to Australia! 
I am amazed at how useful it has been.  But this isn’t an advertisement for Apple, Inc! 
I hope you enjoy this issue of La Mouette, the next will be assembled by our regular editor Regina Kasper. 
Graeme Gerrard 

 
 

Alliance Française A.G.M. 
 

 

                             
 
 
 

 

 
The Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir held its 22nd A.G.M. on Monday 13th September in order to 

review the past 12 months and to elect its new committee for its 23rd year. 
There was a touch of sadness as we remembered the contribution of past president Peggy Hamilton who passed 
away earlier in the year. 
Outgoing president, Danielle Watkins commented on the various activities of our Alliance over the past 12 months: 
our successful French language classes; enjoyable social activities; our monthly friendly pétanque games, 
Danielle’s attendance at the Asian-Pacific French speakers forum in New Caledonia, and our annual donation to 
Medécins Sans Frontières.  Special mention was made of the work done by Regine Kasper in producing our 
monthly newsletter La Mouette, and the outgoing committee’s continuing assistance and valuable contributions. 

 

From left: Neil Porter (treasurer), Margaret Gaunson (secretary), Peter Alexander, Dorothea 
Polonyi, Gérard Decottignies, Rex Speller (president), Carmen Coutts-Smith (vice-president), 
Brigitte Leroy – and, missing, possibly somewhere in France, Graeme Gerrard 



Danielle was recognised for her energetic contributions to our Alliance over her 3 years as president, and will 
certainly be missed.  
The new committee is: president - Rex Speller; Vice President - Carmen Coutts-Smith; Secretary – Margaret 
Gaunson; Treasurer – Neil Porter; general committee members are - Dorothea Polonyi; Graeme Gerrard; Gérard 
Decottignies; Brigitte Leroy; and Peter Alexander. 
 
We look forward to a rejuvenated Alliance year ahead with some new ideas already generated – members are 
warmly invited to contribute suggestions for our social calendar for 2011 or indeed any of our activities. 

 
(We also successfully raffled two bottles of French wine and raised additional money to go towards the Médecins 
Sans Frontierès.) 
 
 

French Play at Mumbulla School 
 

On a beautiful spring day, outside in the school’s grounds, a famous tale (with a bear, a pig and a donkey) 
was performed in front of all the children (from Kindergarten to Year 6) as well as the teachers and parents. 
 
The Onset Theatre gave a wonderful performance with delightful costumes in a natural setting. They made it so 
French and so enjoyable … Chapeau tout le monde! 
 

  
 
 
 
I had the privilege to translate the script and, with Mahamati (one of the actors of the play), we were able to write it 
in a simple, clear and repetitive way. The children did participate (as they do spontaneously) and here is the main 
song of the story, both in English and in French. 
 
“The more it snows (Tiddely Pom)   “Plus il neige (Ron Patapon) 
The more it goes (Tiddely Pom)   Plus ça monte (Ron Patapon) 
The more it goes (Tiddely Pom)   Plus ça monte (Ron Patapon) 
On snowing.     Le tas de neige. 
 
And nobody knows (Tiddely Pom)  Et personne n’sait (Ron Patapon) 
How cold my toes (Tiddely Pom)  Comme il gèle (Ron Patapon) 
How cold my toes (Tiddely Pom)  Comme il gèle (Ron Patapon) 
Are growing.”     Sur mes orteils.” 
 
Qu’est-ce que vous en pensez … Ron Patapon? 
 
Cordialement, 
Brigitte 

 
 

La pause-café La grande maison 



Le calendrier de Octobre and future activities 
  
  
Sunday 10 October  – conversation lunch at Tura Beach Tavern.  Starting at 12:00.  Please be prepared to use 
your French language skills.  Lunch available at reasonable prices at the tavern's bistro.  Please phone Neil on 6495 
6860 by Thursday 7th so he can book a table. 
 
Thursday 18 November  - “Le Beaujolais Nouveau”–  quality finger food and Beaujolais tasting.  Venue 
will be Twyford Hall - cost $25 for members and $30 for non-members. 
  
Sunday December 5 Christmas lunch and pétanque  - Seahorse Inn Boydtown - 10am pétanque 
and 12.30pm 2 course lunch, cost is still being negotiated.   

Pétanque: 
We play every last Saturday of the month - except when it rains! - and everyone is welcome, with 
no need to book. This is a game for everyone at any age, so friends, children or grandchildren are all welcome. 
Bring a mid-morning snack or even lunch and come along to have a good time. Rules and techniques are quickly 
learnt and beginners’ luck has often been demonstrated. If you don’t have your own boules we can lend you some. 
Ring Danielle for more information on 6495 0859. 
Details are: Saturday 25 September, at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn 
off just next to the Stonehouse (Shell petrol station). Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses. 
 
Committee Meeting: 
All committee members are reminded that the date for our October meeting is 2 October at the usual time of 10 am, 
at the airport. 
 
 
 

Dorothea Polonyi, membre du comité, se présente: 
What is my association with the French language? I was born in Adelaide, South Australia, and my mother 

could not yet speak English at that stage, so French is my first language. My mother was from Arquennes in the 
province of Hainaut, Belgium. The whole family of 12 children moved to 
France during 1929-1936, and lived at St. Perdoux, south of Bergerac. I 
have four cousins who were born in the area and who have mostly stayed in 
the village of Eymet in Perigord. I have a huge collection of wonderful 
relatives in the Arquennes and Nivelles areas of Belgium, and I try to visit 
them all every few years. 
 
My professional life, however, was based on my study of Bahasa Indonesia.  I 
spent many years as an Asian Studies librarian at the Australian National 
University Library in Canberra, before moving into the Public Service in early 
2002. 
Just for the record, my father is an ethnic German from Brasov (aka 
Kronstadt) in Transylvania, Rumania, which I had the pleasure of visiting in 
June this year. This means that German is also part of my linguistic repetoire. 
I was a member of the AF in Canberra, and feel thrilled to be able to continue 
here in the BVS, as a way of staying in touch with my Francophone heritage. 
 
 

Citation choisie 
Quand on ne peut revenir en arrière, on ne doit se préoccuper que de la meilleure façon d'aller de l'avant. 
When you can not go back, you should be concerned with how best to move forward. Paulo Coelho 



Book Review 
The Way of Stars and Stones – Thoughts on a Pilgrimage by Wilna 
Wilkinson 
 
A l'aurore, armés d'une ardente patience, nous entrerons aux splendides Villes. 
(In the dawn, armed with burning patience, we shall enter the splendid Cities.)  - Arthur Rimbaud 
 
Little did I know as I wandered through St Jean-Pied-de Port in SW France photographing the Refuge for pilgrims 
while eating a delicious pastry from the local patisserie, that I would learn more about this place when I returned to 
Pambula.  During my journey to 'Hidden France' which loosely followed a path starting at Le Puy-en-Velay, I 
learned of the pilgrimage many people embark on from across the world.  “It is magnificent – a glorious day – the 
dawn of the fortieth day of my pilgrimage and I have reached my destination, the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostella.”  These are the words of Wilna Wilkinson who undertook this personal 850 kms journey  (in 
February!) as a way of understanding a friend's profound challenge of coping with cancer.  No, I don't know Wilna, 
but the 'friend' was my flatmate in Sydney as we were blazing our way through the 60's.  The walk leads Wilna 
through the Pyrenees in the company of fellow pilgrims, all of whom have particular stories to tell and a host of 
reasons for accepting the challenge.  This is an enlightening and inspirational story, paved with coquilles St 
Jacques, to indicate the path one should take to safely reach the goal and which are also carried by pilgrims as a 
personal token.  Worth reading and contemplating. 
 

      
 
Carmen Coutts-Smith 

New Committee contact details:   
President: Rex Speller 6495 0859 afsaphir@gmail.com 
Vice President: Carmen Coutts-Smith 6495 7735 carmencs@internode.on.net 
Treasurer: Neil Porter 6495 6860 porters.aus@gmail.com 
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson 6495 3515 abgmob@hotmail.com 
Committee members: 
Peter Alexander, Gérard Decottignies, Graeme Gerrard, Brigitte Leroy, and Dorothea Polonyi 
Membership: Graeme Gerrard 6494 5387 ggerrard@resonant.com.au 
French Classes: Brigitte Leroy 6495 0781 sbarlidge@aapt.net.au  
La Mouette: Regine Kasper     6495 0390 wrkas@dragnet.com.au (this issue - Graeme Gerrard) 
 



	  
	  
 

 

Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA (6492 1837) and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO (6493 6442), 10% discount 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA, 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, 33 Yarrawood Av., MERIMBULA (6495 3301; mobile 0429 338 715), 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH (6495 9082) at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH (0428 469 461) 10% discount, excluding books. 

 

3	  weeks	  in	  France	  
25	  September	  –	  14	  October	  2011	  

PARIS	  &	  AIX	  EN	  PROVENCE	  
A	  FRENCH	  LANGUAGE	  &	  CULTURE	  TOUR	  

	  
Organized	  by	  Cpéderf	  in	  France	  in	  cooperation	  with	  Professor	  Chris	  Gossip	  in	  Australia	  

Conceived	  especially	  with	  members	  of	  the	  branches	  of	  the	  Alliance	  Française	  in	  Australia	  in	  mind	  
but	  absolutely	  anyone	  keen	  to	  practise	  and	  perfect	  their	  oral	  French	  will	  be	  most	  welcome!	  

 

Arrive	  Paris	  25	  September	  
	  

11	  days	  in	  Paris	  
8	  days	  in	  Aix	  

	  
Depart	  Paris	  14	  October	  

	  
	  
French	  Language	  Practice	  
and	  a	  full	  programme	  of	  
Cultural	  Exploration	  

	  

Improve your knowledge of the French language, with abundant practice of listening to and speaking French, as well as 
developing your knowledge of French culture. 

The tour will combine serious practical work combined with a wide variety of cultural experiences, offering you an 
enjoyable holiday designed to ensure you return home understanding and speaking French with greater confidence and 

facility than when you arrived. And having learned quite a bit more about France! 
Your tour leader : 

Professor Chris Gossip 
(Emeritus Professor of French, University of New England) 

Assisted by Annie Bancroft 
(Co-director of Cpéderf – Paris, and founder-director of the Creipac in Noumea) 

(Cpederf actually runs the tour - having more than 25 years of experience providing French Language & Culture courses in 
cooperation with University French Departments and branches of the Alliance Française) 

In Paris : morning language classes during part of which you are prepared for the afternoon walking tours and visits on 
various themes : history and architecture from the medieval period to the present-day, French Impressionist painting 

(including an outing to Giverny), explore the Marais and Versailles, the Opera Garnier and the Père Lachaise cemetery, the 
“passages couverts” and the Cognac-Jay museum, together with evenings at both the cinema and the theatre – for which you 

will be well prepared beforehand! 
In Aix : the history, architecture & life of Provence in general from Roman times to the present day, and of Aix in 

particular; Paul Cézanne & Van Gogh; the Camargue – Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, Aigues-Mortes; Marseille and the 
Château d’If (Monte Cristo); and the spectacular site of Les Baux-de-Provence. And a full day devoted to market, cooking 

lesson and festive lunch, organized by the chef of a major Aix restaurant – universally voted the high point of our 2008 
Paris/Aix tour! 

All information & Registration details from Annie & David Bancroft : cpederf@cpederf.com 


