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For your diaries: Pétanque and Annual Coupe d'Antibes Tournament 
 

It is time to start preparing for our Alliance's 
Annual Pétanque Contest which will be held 
together with our end of year function on 
Sunday 25th November.  We have decided to 
host a BBQ picnic at Mandeni following the 
pétanque. This will be no ordinary bbq – it 
will be a French feast with such delicacies as 
saucisses Toulousaines, terrine de légumes, 
et salades spéciales!! Désserts aussi!  You 
are welcome to bring guests, especially if 
they are interested in joining our AF.  Cost 
of the 'feast' (BBQ and salad) for members is 
$10 and $15 for guests.  Bring your own 
drinks and perhaps purchase a coffee from 
the kiosk. We are hoping to see you there for 
an enjoyable celebration of our year.  
Bookings to Kerry Hunting 64959463 or 
khintura@gmail.com.   

Payments by cheque to PO Box 3 Merimbula or EFT:  Acc name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir' Acc No: 168279527  BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name to the deposit.) EFT is preferable for our 
management of bookings.         Carmen Coutts-Smith 
 

Three Books Recommended!
 

I mentioned that during our recent trip to France I made good use of my Kindle.  As well as a French/English 
dictionary I purchased three books which I recommend: 
 

The Secret Life of France by Lucy Wadham.  The author was educated in Oxford and married a Frenchman, 
eventually living in France with her children.  Her style is at times humorous, and she skilfully presents 
personal anecdotes regarding the French view of education, politics, sex and socialising.  Her background as 
an academic and journalist provides some interesting and entertaining reading.  Well-researched and with an 
up-to-date commentary on the politics of Sarkozy. 
 

A Castle in the Backyard: The Dream of a House in France by Betsy Draine and Michael Hindon.  While 
travelling in the Dordogne we visited friends in Domme, not far from Salat where we were staying.  I had just 
started to read this book, only to find that the residence Betsy and Michael purchased was in Castlenaud, a 
short distance from Domme.  If you love the south of France you will enjoy this book as I am sure most of us 
at some time have entertained the idea of living in or near a castle 'avec une pâtisserie et boulangerie au coin 
de la rue.' 
 

The Paris Wife by Paula McLain.  We are all familiar with some of the tales which surround Ernest 
Hemingway, but we are less familiar with Hadley Richardson, his first wife.  While they met in the US they 
travelled extensively in Europe and spent their early married life in Paris.  Their enchanted life as a young 
couple in Paris surrounded by partying friends seems idyllic, This unravels, as Hemingway (younger by 8 
years) is undone by his own ego and she is left to fend for herself while her own talents are wasted.  A well-
written novel, based on research articles and many letters between the couple.    
Carmen Coutts-Smith 
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Franche-Compté – a region less travelled 
 

Recently we returned from another great trip to Europe. Preferring not to move around too much, we chose 4 
locations in 4 countries and stayed about 2 weeks in each. We picked up our Citroën 4 in Munich and drove to 
Koglerau near Linz in Austria. After 10 days walking and touring with friends (beautiful mountain scenery, 
good and cheap food and drink and friendly people) we moved to a holiday flat in the Altmühltal in Bavaria, 
Germany, which proved to be a great location also. Next was Cernier (near Neuchâtel) in the French-speaking 
part of Switzerland, punctuated by a weekend with our German friends in Ludwigshafen.  

 

We spent our last 2! weeks in a 
small village on the Doubs river 
(Ougney-les-champs) in a new 
area for us, Franche-Comté. 
 

Our first excursion there, after 
settling into the beautiful house of 
our friends, Marc and Brigitte, 
and enjoying apéritif with our 
very friendly and helpful 
neighbours and their extended 
family, was to walk the 5 villages 

of the local commune. Then we went further afield and explored the nearest larger town, Baume-les-Dames, 
with its many beautiful old buildings. There were also many enjoyable day trips to places of interest – Ornans 
and Lods in the picturesque Loue Valley, the salt towns of Arc-et-Senans and Saline-les-Bains, the Chapelle 
Ronchamps designed by Le Corbusier, to name just a few. 
 

As usual in France, the food and wine were very good, 
particularly the local cheeses, Comté and Morbier, the rosé 
d'Arbois and the reds, Poulsard and Trousseau, the 
charcuterie, particularly the smoked sausage, not to 
mention the pâtisseries and the bread. At a local market we 
bought delicious chèvre and bonbons de miel - the best 
lollies I've ever tasted. 
 

We can thoroughly recommend this part of France for 
people who want something a bit different and quieter than 
the better-known destinations. The main city, Besançon, is 
beautiful and has a lot of interesting history, but for us the 
people, small villages, the wonderful forest walks and 
invigorating climbs were the highlights. 
 Jan Porter 

 
 

See the best photos from our trip at 
www.porters2012.blogspot.com 
 
Photos: 
Top: friendly locals in “our” backyard in 
Ougney-les-champs – our farewell apéritif. 
Above: The Doubs River 50 metres from our 
temporary home in Ougney-les-champs. 
Left: Ornans on the Loue River. 
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French Films in Our Library ! 
 

The DVD movies below are all available for loan from our library at the Pambula Aquatic Centre.  Borrowing 
is simple – just present your current Alliance Française membership card at the desk inside the Centre and you 
will be given a key to our cupboard situated near the coffee shop.  You can browse the contents (a catalog is 
provided in the cupboard) and borrow by writing your name and the item in the borrowing book.  Please be 
sure to return the key to the person at the desk.  As well as these, there is a collection of VHS movies also 
available for loan, and of course the Bien Dire Booklets and CDs plus a range of French books.

Amélie   
Blanc comme neige  
Blueberry  
Bienvenue chez les Ch'tis   
Ca$h  
Chaos – MAV!!!! – quite violent 
Déssacord parfait  
Détrompez-vous  
District 41 – MAV!!!! – quite violent 
Entre les murs (2008)  
French Food Safari episodes 1 - 6   
French Food Safari episodes 7 – 9 
Heartbreaker  
Ils se marierent et eurent beaucoup 
d'enfants  
Il y a longtemps que je t’aime  
Je l'aimais  

La graine et le mulet  
La pianiste    
Le papillon  
La vie en rose  
Les heures d’été (Summer Hours)  - 2008  
Mères et filles  
Molière  
Ne le dis personne  
Oublier Cheyenne (PG) 2005  
SS-117 (missing first 1 minute) – 007 spoof. 
Paris je t'aime   
Prête-moi ta main   
Since Otar Left   
Tais-toi 
2 Days In Paris  
Un conte de Noël   
Vers le Sud  

 

La Blague du mois  

Salon de l'auto : Comment reconnaître les nationalités des visiteurs du Mondial de l'Automobile ? 
- L'Allemand examine le moteur 
- L'Anglais examine les cuirs 
- Le Grec examine l'échappement 
- L'Italien examine le Klaxon 
- Le Portugais examine la peinture 
- L'Américain examine la taille 
- Le Suisse examine le coffre 
- Le Chinois examine tout 
- Le Belge examine rien 
- Le Français examine la vendeuse 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
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Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President: Carmen Coutts-Smith 64957735  carmencs@internode.on.net   
Vice President: Neil Porter   64956860  porters.aus@gmail.com 
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson  64953515  abgmob@hotmail.com  
Treasurer: Kerrie Hunting 64959463  kerrie KHinTura@gmail.com 
La Mouette: Regine Kasper  64950390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au!! !!!

! ! !
 

 
Activities – all members welcome! 
 

Une matinée de conversation: Please come along to our next French conversation on the 20th of October at 
the Rockpool Café à 10h30.  No need to book, just join in and enjoy good company, good coffee and/or cake. 
French conversations take place on the 3rd Saturday of each month at the Rockpool Café.   
Enquiries ph Bénédicte 6495 3639. 
 

Pétanque: Alliance members meet to play Pétanque every last Saturday of the month at Mandeni Resort, 
Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn off just next to Shell petrol station.  No prior experience is 
needed.  Just come along, bring your morning coffee and possibly lunch and enjoy the camaraderie of this 
exciting game.  Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses. 
No booking necessary, enquiries please to Kerrie on 64959463. 
 

Next Committee meeting:  Saturday 6 Oct 10am Dolphin Room Club Sapphire 
 

Car leasing in France 
Our recent trip to Europe had us investigating the 
best value car rental for two months travelling “off 
the beaten track” where rail travel would have been 
inconvenient and expensive.  We investigated many 
options, but once again ended up using a leasing 
arrangement – this time with Citroën.  We have 
twice previously used Peugeot leasing (Renault 
offers a similar leasing deal), and have been very 
happy on each occasion with both the quality of the 
vehicles and ease of pickup and drop-off.  The 

diesel Citroën C4 we had this year was equally satisfying – I would strongly recommend a diesel vehicle for 
both economy and driving enjoyment.  The basic idea is that you have the use of a brand new Citroën, fully 
insured, for as long as you need it (a minimum of 17 days).  Prices are significantly lower than a regular car 
rental.  We will definitely use Citroën again (or maybe try a Renault next)!  All three French car-makers offer 
very competitive value. 
You can find full details of the Citroën arrangement here: 
http://www.citroendriveeurope.com.au/cms/default.asp?action=article&ID=22659      Neil Porter 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA (6492 1837) and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO (6493 
6442), 10% discount 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA, 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, 33 Yarrawood Av., MERIMBULA (6495 3626; mobile 0429 338 
715), 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH (6495 9082) at least 10% discount to current 
members. Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH (0428 469 461) 10% discount, excluding books.  

Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
P.O.Box 3 MERIMBULA 2548 
e-mail: afsaphir@gmail.com 
web: http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 
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