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From the Editor "
A few bits of news this month.  Firstly, Carmen is on “official leave” from being Madame President of the 
Alliance while she pursues other interests until the A.G.M. in September.  After only a few months in the 
role of Vice President, Gai Jacobs will be keeping us all in line at committee meetings and making sure 
our little Alliance moves forward.   "
Secondly, many will be aware that Brigitte Leroy has been to Sydney to have quite major neck surgery.  I 
am happy to report that the surgery has been successful, and Brigitte is now recovering at home. "
Once again this month, we are very lucky to have a major contribution from Jessica Wyers, describing 
another French-flavoured part of her recent sailing trip with Pete in the Pacific.  This time, Jess’ report 
focuses on Nouvelle Calédonie, and is a good read.  Thanks Jess!   Receiving articles like this for La 
Mouette is an editor’s dream, and all members are encouraged to contribute.  So, please, if you have done 
an interesting trip to a French-speaking country recently, we’d love to hear from you. "
Finally, this is the last La Mouette for members who have not renewed for 2014. "
Seniors Week "
On Wednesday 19 March U3a held an open day at 
the Pambula Aquatic Centre as part of Seniors 
Week. "
Alliance Française was one of only three local 
groups to have an information display table and the 
upside of this was that we had a steady number of 
people stopping for a chat and to find out more 
about our activities - Pétanque in particular 
proving to be quite a drawcard! 
At the end of a very  pleasant day, meeting lots of 
locals we had one new paid up member and several 
keen enquiries with membership forms been taken 
home.   "
Thank you to Jess Wyers and Jill Bowen for their 
much appreciated help on the day.  Julie Welsh. "
Conversation au café 
 
Due to Easter there will be no conversation au café in April.  With effect from the May Conversation (17 
May), it will be a 10am start for beginners with more experienced speakers joining in from 10.30am.  At 
the Rockpool Café, 3rd Saturday of each month. 
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Pétanque  "
Alliance members normally meet to play pétanque on the last Saturday of every month.  
No prior experience is needed. Just come along, bring your morning coffee and possibly lunch and have 
fun playing this challenging game. Bring your own equipment or borrow ours. If you have any questions 
please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob).  
Details are: Saturday 26th April, at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, 
turn off next to “Za’s Stonehouse”, just after the flags.   
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courses. "
The first Friday pétanque was a success with 14 attending, and enjoying a BBQ lunch.  Even though it 
was a warm day everyone was keen to continue play after lunch, finally leaving at 4.30, when Mandeni 
closed for the day.  It looks like mid-week pétanque is here to stay. The next Friday games will be on the 
11th of April.  Games are on the second Friday of each month. "

Visit to Canberra For Pétanque  "
Last year we had a most enjoyable weekend when the Capital 
pétanquers from Canberra joined us for a day of pétanque and our 
Bastille Day celebrations.  We’ve accepted their kind invitation to visit 
them and are planning to join them for 2 afternoons of pétanque (from 
2pm each day) in Canberra on the 17th and 18th May.  You will need to 
organise your own transport and accommodation, although we will try 
to assist with shared transport once we know who is going. "
We’ll need to know the numbers as soon as possible, so if you are 
interested or have any questions, please email Kerry as soon as possible 
on khintura@gmail.com "
 

Le Trés Bon Cooking Classes "
Le Trés Bon Café Restaurant in Bungendore has French cooking classes, run by 
an experienced French chef, scheduled throughout the year at a cost of $110 per 
person.  One possibility is for a few members to get together and go to 
Bungendore for such a class, but another possibility is that Chef Christophe 
might run a class for us here on the Sapphire Coast.  Before we explore this 
with him any further, we need to know if members are interested in 
participating.  Cost would be negotiable, depending on numbers, ingredients, 
etc.   "
Chef Chrisophe and his wife Josephine promise  "We cook, we have 
competitions, we laugh, we have a lot of fun.  It is very convivial – yet Chef 
Christophe does want you to walk away able to cook the dishes that you have 
prepared at our school.  Chef Christophe will also emphasis and talk at length 
about French gastronomy, history and language."   Please contact Margaret if at 
all interested in either a trip to a class in Bungendore, or a possible class held 
locally.   "
Margaret Gaunson ph. 6495 3515  
"
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Tour de Mandeni Triathlon "
We are holding our very popular triathlon again this year – it includes archery, pétanque and mini golf. 
No prior experience is necessary, as instruction in all sports will be provided. Small teams will be formed 
to compete for prizes. In addition to the ‘competitive sports’, many other activities are available at 
Mandeni, such as bike hire, golf, pitch and putt, paddle-boats, jumping pillow or one of the many walks. 
Please bring your own food and drinks for a barbeque (gas BBQ provided) or picnic. "
When: Saturday 3 May starting at 10am and finishing approximately 3pm 
Where: Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, north of Tura Beach, turn off just next to the “Stonehouse 
Cafe”, at the fork in the road take the right-hand branch. 
Cost: The entry fee, which covers the cost of the activities at Mandeni will be $10 for members 
(subsidised) and $15 for non-members. There is no cost to non-competitors. The jumping pillow and all 
walks are free. Normal Mandeni costs apply for all other activities. 
Bring: Hat, sunscreen, picnic or BBQ lunch, family and friends! This is a good opportunity for anyone 
interested in joining our Alliance Française to get to know us a bit better. 
Please contact Kerry Hunting on 6295 9463 or khintura@gmail.com before Wednesday 30 April if 
you are interested so we can confirm numbers with Mandeni. 
Payment: Please pay in advance, as you register with Kerry. You can either send a cheque to The 
Treasurer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548 - or pay by EFT: Acc 
name: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir Acc No: 168 279 527 BSB: 082 697 (Please add your 
name as reference on the transfer.) "
Calendrier 2014 "
Weekend in May Petanque visit to Canberra - 17/18 May 
Saturday 3 May Tour de Mandeni  
Sunday 6 July Bastille Day lunch at Dry Stone Restaurant Mimosa Winery  
Monday September 8 AGM and Dinner  
Sunday 12 October Moules Frites at the Wharf 
Sunday November 30 Christmas function and Coupe d’Antibes  "
La blague du mois: "
Une dame va renouveler son passeport.  
Le fonctionnaire lui demande :  
- Combien d'enfants avez vous?  
- 10  
- Et leur prénoms?  
- Bernard, Bernard, Bernard, Bernard, Bernard, Bernard, Bernard, Bernard, Bernard et Bernard  
- Ils s'appellent tous Bernard?!? Et comment vous faites pour les appeler quand ils jouent tous dehors, par 
exemple?  
- C'est très simple, je crie "Bernard" et ils rentrent tous.  
- Et si vous voulez qu'ils passent à table?  
- Pareil, je crie "Bernard" et tous se mettent à table.  
- Mais ..., et si vous voulez parler avec l'un d'eux en particulier, comment faites-vous?  
- Ah! dans ce cas là c'est simple: je l'appelle par son nom de famille…  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Advertisement: 

These French classes are taught by native speaker Brigitte Leroy, who is an experienced private teacher, 
but not an employee of the Alliance Française. 

“Tuesdays in Tura” is still très Français, with five levels of French language classes being taught in my 
home.  
Intermediate  9.30-10.45am   Beginners   2.00-3.15pm 
Advanced  11.00-12.15pm   Elementary (Level 1)  3.15-4.30pm 
Elementary (Level 2)  12.45-2.00pm 
The quiet atmosphere of my home is proving conducive to focused lessons 
that emphasise the situations, vocabulary and pronunciation that many 
students will utilise on their visits to French speaking countries.  "
Brigitte Leroy  6495-0781       sbarlidge@aapt.net.au   ""
Membership 2014 – now overdue! "
Non-financial members will no longer receive La Mouette after this edition.  "
For those renewing their membership, this year we won't be issuing new cards. Instead you will receive a 
sticker for 2014 to add to your current card. Can you please bring your membership card to any Alliance 
functions you attend so your card can be updated. "
Members’ benefits include regular information via La Mouette, a standing invitation to play pétanque and 
to participate in French conversation, access to our library.   "
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry 
Hunting.  Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: "
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548  "
Pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir'   Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit.  """

Alliance Française   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2014      RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)     "
NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………    "
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE…………….  "
TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...…………………………………………  "
SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)….FAMILY $40…………SINGLE $ 25………..SCHOOL $ 25…………. 
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