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BIENVENUE DEUX MILLE DOUZE!  
 

Hopefully, your festive season was joyous, spent with friends and family. Now in 2012, together, let us 
contribute to a positive and optimistic year for our Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, with renewed 
energy and happy social occasions.   

As expected, the first get-together will be our Welcome Party. To ensure it will be memorable, we will 
have a complimentary Kir Royal and champagne, items to raffle, pétanque for the energetic or a sociable chat 
(en français, d'accord) to practice your language skills. We encourage you to bring along friends and family, 
who might also be interested in joining our Alliance and sharing the French cultural experience. 

At times, you may have suggestions for your committee regarding venues for conversations or ideas for 
social occasions. You also may want to contribute your energies to that of the committee in organising our 
events.  If so, please feel free to contact any of us listed under 'contacts' in La Mouette.   

Perhaps you've got travel plans for France in 2012?  Maybe there are others in our Alliance who could 
provide you with helpful hints. And, if as yet, you haven't sought information through the blogsite, have a look 
as there are many interesting and useful tips for learning French, travel, accommodation, car hire etc.  You will 
be surprised at what a great site it is, thanks to Neil Porter. 
 

See you at the welcome party! 
Carmen Coutts-Smith  
President 

Welcome Party 2012 
 

Time: Friday 17th February, 6pm (Rain or shine) 
Place: 115 Cherry Lane Wolumla. 
Directions: Travelling north on the Princes highway from Merimbula to Bega, the 

       lane is on the left, a few kilometers north of the turn into Wolumla) 
What to bring: BYO drinks, a plate of food to share – let’s make it à la Française,  
  please -  rug, chairs, boules, raffle money and good humour. 
Contact:  Fiona Stafford on 6494 9945. Please ring Fiona by Tuesday 15th Feb for 

    organizational purposes. 
 

Social Events planned for 2012 
 

February17: Friday 6pm, Welcome Party @ Fiona Stafford’s home  
March 18: Sunday at noon, conversation @ Tura Beach Tavern   
April 15:  Sunday at noon, conversation @ Lake View Hotel, Merimbula   
April 22:  BBQ and walk (date to be confirmed later) 
July 14:  Bastille Day function 
September 10:  AGM and Dinner 
October:  French Movie (to be confirmed) 
November 25: Christmas Lunch and Coupe d'Antibes 
 

Every 3rd Sunday of the month, 12 noon: Conversation et déjeuner du dimanche @ local restaurants 
Every last Saturday of the month, 10 am: Pétanque practice and fun games @ Mandeni, Tura Beach 

 
La blague du mois 

Une composition française:  
Sujet: « Abordez, de manière concise, les trois domaines suivants: 1) Religion 2) Sexualité 3) Mystère »  
Une seule copie a reçu 20/20! La voici: « Mon Dieu! Je suis enceinte! Mais de qui? »    



Le calendrier de  février 
 

Social Event: Friday, February 17 at 6pm: Welcome Party @ Fiona Stafford’s, Wolumla; details page 1! 
Committee Meeting: Saturday, February 4 at 10am @ 26 Idlewilde Crescent, Pambula 
Pétanque : It’s on again! Bring your own boules or borrow ours, now in safe keeping at the Mandeni kiosk. 
If you have any questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob). 
Details: Saturday 25 February at 10am @Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, north of Tura Beach shops 
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two pétanque courts. 

 

Le grand déménagement  
 

 

In December, members of your committee (and Jan and 
Ray) met at the airport premises and packed up all of our 
belongings and resource materials, as we are no longer 
leasing the space. This proved to be an interesting and useful 
exercise, because the current committee is now fully aware 
of what was deep down in the filing cabinets and in boxes 
and folders! Some of the historical documents and 
photographs are fascinating and gave us an insight into the 
early days of establishing an Alliance Française on the south 
coast. It was also useful, as we were able to cull some of the 
rather tired decorations and sort other items into boxes, so 
they are readily available for our gatherings, eg plates and 
cutlery and other catering items. 

Margaret is sizing up the daunting task, while Gabriel risks RSI compiling an inventory of our resources. 
Thanks to Rex Speller, everything was moved (via 

horse float – thank you, Peter Alexander) into Rex's shed, 
where it will stay until further decisions can be made.  As 
you will be aware, it is anticipated that our library resources 
will be located at the Sapphire Aquatic Centre, which is 
open 7 days per week. Once we are clear about how this will 
operate we will let you know. 

The lease was terminated as our AF has rethought its 
modus operandi last year, and the committee has given 
consideration to reducing overall expenses. Classes will no 
longer be held at the airport, and the teachers of French in 
the area will be making their own arrangements for the 
venues of their classes. While these teachers are not 
employed by AF, we highly recommend them as 
professional teachers. Their contact details are available on 
our blogspot: http://afsaphir.blogspot.com                                                                         by Carmen Coutts-Smith 

 

Alliance Française School Prizes 2011 
 

As most of our members are aware, the local Alliance  Française sponsors annually a French language award at 
three local schools: Eden Marine High School, the Sapphire Coast Anglican College and the Mumbulla School 
of Rudolf Steiner Education. In keeping with its philosophy, the Mumbulla School adds the book prize to its  
library for the benefit of all French students; see Brigitte’s article below.  
For the other two schools we selected French dictionaries as the prizes this year. 
The annual prize at Eden Marine High was awarded to Hannah Galloway, a year 9 student who was highly 
recommended by her French teacher Kristin Smith. Hannah enjoys French and is very keen. 
At Sapphire Coast Anglican College the prize went to Amandine Ahrens, a year 7 student who is now studying 
French at year 12 level. Her teacher Stephan Cordier reported:  “Voici le nom pour le prix de l’Alliance.  Je sais 
qu’elle est Française, mais elle travaille si dur pour améliorer son orthographe et sa grammaire.  Je lui fais un 
programme spécial - sort of year 12 while she is in year 7.  She deserves the prize for her relentless efforts and 
dedication.”                                                       Peter Alexander 

Mumbulla School’s Award 2011 
 

At the beginning of last November Mumbulla School staged the end-of-year French assembly, where the 
children of Class 1 to Class 6 perform verses, songs and a little play in front of the whole school. I had the 



privilege on that occasion to present the Alliance Française’s award – a beautiful book called “Paris, a City 
Revealed” as well as a certificate – to the school. Mumbulla School is always pleased to receive such an award 
and is gracefully acknowledging the Alliance Française’s support and participation. 

Class 1 demonstrating "Saute, saute la petite grenouille verte" 
Right: Toby Willington and Sharnin Hill from Class 6 receiving the 
School prize "Paris, a City Revealed” 

May I say that it was a special occasion as we were able, for the first time, to use a newly built open- air 
amphitheatre and to perform en plein air as the weather was most clement. 

Amicalement, 
Brigitte  

ADVERTISEMENT:   
If you are old enough for U3A you may be interested in the following 2 offerings in the new U3A newsletter. 
 

Conversational French with Jan Porter. 
“Entrons dans la vie” was the name of a high school French text 40 plus years ago. As the title says, “ Let us 
enter into life” – the life and language of the French. Start from scratch or pick up from where you left off 
many years ago. Improve your French for that next trip to France or New Caledonia, or just grow a few more 
brain cells. 
Time: 2.00pm to 4.00pm, Mondays, weekly, starting January 30 
Venue: Jan’s home at Pambula Beach 
Cost: $5 per session, includes photo-copying 
Class limit: 6 – 8 
Contact: Jan on 6495 6860 
 

Lire et Comprendre, Reading French for Comprehension with R. Kasper 
5 sessions of reading a variety of texts geared to intending travellers. Students are expected to remember some 
French from the past, but beginners are welcome. 
Time: 9.30am to 10am, Wednesdays, weekly, from 7 March to 4 April 
Venue: Dolphin Room, Club Sapphire, Merimbula 
Equipment required: A4 folder or scrap-book, highlighter, pen 
Class limit: 20 
Cost: $5 for photo-copies up front  
To book contact: Ceri Brown on 6495 1383 
 

ADVERTISEMENT: Lingua Franca Tours …..  
….. propose une prestation qui sort un peu de l’ordinaire. Destinés aux apprenants de français adultes (ou aux 
Francophiles) néo-zélandais et australiens, les deux tours (19 mai – 2 juin, 9 juin – 23 juin) seront basés à une 
magnifique chambre d’hôte près de Manosque en Haute Provence. 
Tout est compris dans le tarif de €2950, y compris aller-retour de Nice à Manosque, sauf les vols et l’assurance. 
Contacter pour tous renseignements: Ruth Bourchier 
Lingua Franca Tours Tel: +64 7 839 5456; Mob: +64 21 024 40237; http://linguafrancatours.ning.com 

 

Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA, 6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10% disc. 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA, 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA, 6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715, 10% discount 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH, 6495 9082, at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH, 0428 469 461, 10% discount, excluding books. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH, 0428 469 461, 10% discount, excluding books. 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com                                            
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                                             P.O.Box 3 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com                             MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                          e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au       web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

 
ADVERTISEMENT 

French Classes in 2012 
 

These French classes are conducted by an experienced private teacher and a French native speaker,  
who is not an employee of Alliance Française. 

 

Classes on Offer:                                            Term Dates: 
Intermediate Tuesday 9.30 – 11.00 am       Term I     Tuesday 31 January to Tuesday 3 April. (9 weeks)  
 

Advanced  Tuesday 11.00 – 12.30 pm     Term II   Tuesday 24 April to Tuesday 5 June. (7 weeks) 
 

Elementary Tuesday 1.00 – 2.30 pm         Term III  Tuesday 7 August to Tuesday 18 September. (7 weeks) 
 

Beginners  Tuesday 2.30 – 4.00 pm         Term IV  Tuesday 9 October to Tuesday 11 December. (9 weeks) 
 

All classes will be held at my private address: 42 Headland Drive, Tura Beach. 
 

Students must register by Friday 27 January by phoning me (Brigitte Leroy) on 6495 0781 or emailing me 
on sbarlidge@aapt.net.au (if emailing please include your contact phone numbers). Classes will not run (or 
they might be combined) if there are insufficient numbers. 
The fee structure for 2012 provides significant discounts for students who pay by the term. 

À bientôt, Brigitte Leroy 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 
Private Lessons in French 

 

These classes are conducted by an experienced private teacher, who is not an employee of Alliance Française. 
 

Some vacancies exist in the following classes, commencing February 2012: 
 

1 - Beginners French (with a travel focus) – possibly Tuesday or Friday afternoon (to be confirmed). 
 

2 - Intermediate French (with a travel focus) – Thursday afternoon 2:30 - 4:00 pm. 
 

Jan is fully qualified (BA, Dip Ed) and has almost 40 years experience teaching languages to students from 
primary school age to adults.   Lessons will be held at Pambula Beach. 
Please phone 6495 6860 or email porters.aus@gmail.com for more information.                                Jan Porter 

 
MEMBERSHIP 2012 

Membership fees are due from January 1st, 2012.  Please renew your subscription ASAP. You can  
pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir' 

Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry Hunting. 

Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: 
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 

 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2012 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 
 


