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La présidente dit: 
As the year rolls on, our Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir has been very active with many more 
events to follow. Last Saturday, the monthly French Conversation was held at the Rockpool Cafe with 
Denise Brown facilitating. It is wonderful to see Denise back home again after many weeks, so 
generously giving her time for our benefit. It would be great to see a few more along to the Conversation 
mornings, although those of us there secretly love having her all to ourselves! 
Last weekend also, a number of our pétanquers travelled to Canberra to meet with others for a weekend 
of merriment; please see the report in this issue. 
The countdown is on to the sumptuous Bastille Day luncheon at Mimosa Winery; those who attended last 
year rated it a great success. All members and guests are welcome, but you must let Kerry know and pay 
ASAP to secure your place at the table. The bus will also run this year for those who like their wine by 
the bottle! 
That takes us to July, with more functions planned in the second half of the year. 
As you can see, your committee is working very hard to try to bring you some interesting events and we 
are always more than happy to receive suggestions and feedback on our efforts, as well as for future 
activities. 
The AGM is also approaching in September, so now is the time to start thinking about joining the 
committee for 2015, it is a very sociable and rewarding experience. "
Fête de la Bastille 
Bookings are now open for the Bastille Day lunch on 
Sunday July 6th at Drystone Restaurant, Mimosa 
Winery, just south of Bermagui.  Unfortunately, the 
restaurant will not be open closer to the 14th as Glenn 
and Gail will be in Paris! "
As we did last year, we will be providing a bus for 
interested members and guests (a minimum number will 
be needed for it to run). "
Cost is $40 each for members and $60 for non-members 
- for a 3 course meal of exceptional quality in a beautiful 
setting.  Bus transport to and from the restaurant will cost $20 per person - same pickup points as last 
year. "
Payment:  please send Kerry the full amount (ie dinner cost - plus bus cost if you will be using it).  You 
can either send a cheque (with a note giving names of people covered by your payment) to The Treasurer, 
Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548 - or pay by EFT: Acc name: Alliance 
Française de la Côte de Saphir Acc No: 168 279 527 BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name and "Mimosa" 
or “Mim” as reference on the transfer).  If you send payment by EFT, please send Kerry an email - 
khintura@gmail.com  - listing names of people covered.  Please pay asap, as numbers may be limited. ""
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Conversation au café 
10am start for beginners with more experienced speakers joining in from 10.30am.  At the Rockpool 
Café, 3rd Saturday of each month. Please note that these conversation mornings are limited to members 
only. "
Canberra Weekend Of Pétanque  
At the invitation of the Canberra Petanque Club, 11 
members of Alliance Francaise de la Cote de Saphir 
travelled to Canberra on the weekend of the 17th and 
18th of May for two afternoons of pétanque. "
The areas used to play pétanque in Canberra are 
quite different from Mandini.  They are large open 
gravel spaces, with no side logs, and you can play 

from and to wherever you want (just keeping out of 
the way of the other games).  We were made very 
welcome by the club members, some of whom we 
met last July at our Bastille weekend. "
We played at Tuggeranong by the lake on Saturday 
and the surface took a bit of getting used to.  A few of 
us were asked if we were “pointers” or “shooters” 
before the games started and we were forced to 

declare our ignorance.  We now know what 
these terms mean but still do not know which 
one we are!! "
Following pétanque on Saturday we joined 
the Canberra players for dinner at Vikings 
Sports Club at Tuggeranong and it was a 
most enjoyable evening.  On the journey back 
to the apartment the group of eight who were 
staying in Kingston took a very scenic route 
home, taking in the city lights and the lake, 
(yes they got lost), but all ended well with all 
couples still speaking to their partners!! "
Sunday was a lovely day, this time we played at Yarralumla and even more of the Canberra players joined 
us.  Again they had gone to a lot of effort supplying afternoon tea and drinks.  Some of the Canberra 
players take the game seriously but generally there was a lot of laughter and encouragement going on. "
At the end of the game the Canberra President, Ivo (second from left in photo to the left), thanked us for 
making the journey and said how much they had enjoyed it and hoped that we would continue our 
association, promising a return visit later in the year.  He presented us with a training CD and a copy of 
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the Official International Rules of Pétanque (perhaps so that we’ll be able to decide whether we’re 
pointers or shooters!). We then adjourned to the Sailing Club for drinks. 
  
A really good time was had by all and it made us appreciate what a great place Mandini is to play with the 
facilities it offers.  "
Calendrier 2014 
Sunday 6 July Bastille Day lunch at Dry Stone Restaurant Mimosa Winery  
Wednesday 13 August Film Night featuring a French Comedy will be screened at the CWA Hall in 
Pambula on Wednesday evening 13 August, at 6:30pm. Drinks and nibbles will be provided. This is a 
Members Only event and will be funded by AF de la Cote de Saphir. Further details closer to the date.

Monday September 8 AGM and Dinner  
Sunday 12 October Moules Frites at the Wharf 
Sunday November 30 Christmas function and Coupe d’Antibes. "
Two weeks in Morocco 
 

If ever you wondered where your 
conversational French might be useful, 
think of former French possessions, 
protectorates or colonies. Morocco was a 
French protectorate from 1912 until 1956 
and the legacy of that period includes not 
just fine buildings, codified law and right-
hand traffic, but most importantly French 
as a lingua franca for the linguistically 
quite diverse and multilingual Moroccans. 
They speak either Berber dialects at home 
or Arabic in the cities, but all children 
learn French at school. So it is easy for the 
francophone visitor to cope with travel 
ar rangements , taxis , pos t off ice , 
restaurants, hotels. There is very little 
English spoken anywhere. 
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We were fascinated by Morocco, its gregarious people, its architectural gems in the narrow streets of its 
historic centres, the medinas. Of course we were not allowed into any of the numerous old mosques of 
Fèz, Meknes or Marrakech, but the ornate Koran schools from the 13th to 16th century could be visited. 
The massive crenellated walls, which once protected castles, palaces and towns, have been well 
maintained, together with their stately gates. The bazaars are narrow-laned labyrinths of colourful wares, 
soft human noises and sometimes pungent smells. Moroccans are good talkers and they love stories – also 
in French.      Regine Kasper 

"""""
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Pétanque   
Alliance members meet to play pétanque on the second Friday and the last Saturday of every month. No 
prior experience is needed. Just come along, bring your morning coffee and have fun playing this 
challenging game. Many members stay and have a BBQ or picnic lunch, so bring along something to eat 
and drink (BBQ provided) and join in the conviviality.  Bring your own equipment or borrow ours. If you 
have any questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301. 
Details for June are:  Friday 13th June and Saturday 28th June at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast 
Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn off next to “Za’s Stonehouse”, just after the flags. "
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses:  
Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya 
Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10% discount. 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mob 0429 338 715 – 10% 
discount.  
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current 
members. Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm.  
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, 
excluding books. "
Membership 2014  
For those renewing their membership, this year we won't be issuing new cards. Instead you will receive a 
sticker for 2014 to add to your current card. Can you please bring your membership card to any Alliance 
functions you attend so your card can be updated."
Members’ benefits include regular information via La Mouette, a standing invitation to play pétanque and 
to participate in French conversation, access to our library.  "
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry 
Hunting.  Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to: "
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548  "
Pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir'   Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit. "
 "
Alliance Française   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2014      RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)     "
NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………    "
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE…………….  "
TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...…………………………………………  "
SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)….FAMILY $40…………SINGLE $ 25………..SCHOOL $ 25…………. 
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