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La Soirée du 18 Février 
 

On the evening of Friday 18th  February, it was 
delightful to host the “Welcome to 2011” party at our 
home in Tura Beach, which attracted around forty 
wonderful members and friends of the Alliance 

Française de la Côte de Saphir.  
Everyone brought delicious food and the wine 

glasses flushed red and white. Rain prevented the 
lively conversation moving en plein air but no one 
seemed to mind. Our acting President Carmen Coutts-
Smith formally welcomed everyone en français in 
impressive style.  

All appeared to enjoy themselves and it seems 
that the spirit of our Alliance is alive and well for 2011.   For more photos check our Blog: http://afsaphir.blogspot.com/ 
 

Merci beaucoup to everyone who attended for making it such an agreeable and enjoyable soirée. 

Amicalement, 

Simon and Brigitte 

Déjeuner de dimanche à la conversation en français 
 

Le 13 février, un groupe de 20 adultes s’est retrouvé autour d’une 
longue table pour la 1ère conversation en français de l’Alliance française 
de la côte de saphir. 

Les niveaux étaient variés et différents, mais le français etait 
présent tout au long du repas.Tura Beach Tavern avait un menu aux prix 
raisonnables et une ambience agréable. Un grand merci a tous  pour votre 
participation. On espère vous revoir le 13 mars à Pambula Merimbula 
Golf club, à midi. N’oubliez pas de prévenir avant: téléphonez 6495 6645 
ou envoyez moi un couriel à <howlingpud@hotmail.com>!  

 

Mes amitiés à tous,  

Bénédicte. 
 

 

Connaissez vous les membres de notre comité? 
     Bonjour,  

 je m’appelle Bénédicte Morrow, et j’habite à South Pambula, près des 
écoles de mes trois enfants et près de mon lieu de travail. Je suis 
professeur de français, et fais des remplacements dans le secondaire, 
dans toutes les matières. 

Je suis originaire de Cambrai, et suis une vraie ch'ti, et toute ma 
famille de France habite toujours dans le département du Nord. Je suis 
mariée, et habite l’Australie depuis treize ans. Avant ça, j’habitais l’ 
Angleterre, principalement l’ Essex. 

J’adore vivre sur la côte et trouve la région magnifique. Je suis 
membre de l’Alliance depuis quatre ans, et adore y parler ma langue 
natale.  J’aime aussi les balades, les baignades en  mer  ou piscine, et  
avec mes enfants, je n’ai jamais le temps de m’ ennuyer. Voilà, vite dit 

Thomas, Darcy, Bénédicte et Eloise                  ce que j’aime et ce que je fais... 
                                                                       À bientôt...             Bénédicte 

Le calendrier de mars 



 

The next French Conversation Lunch  will be on Sunday, the 13th of March, at 12noon, at the 
new venue,  the  Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club. Have a great Sunday lunch, have fun, live and learn! Do come 
along and enjoy good company and improve your conversational French in a relaxed, supportive environment!  
Please contact Benedicte  on 6495 6645 or <howlingpud@hotmail.com>! 
 

Pétanque: May we remind our members that, as always, we will be meeting at Mandeni on the last 
Saturday of the month, ie. 26th March, at 10am for our usual friendly game of pétanque and a convivial 
morning tea/lunch. Bring a plate and your thermos/drinks, and $2 for each player. 
Please ring Dorothea on 6492 2416 if you have any queries. 
 

Committee meeting: Please remember the changed date: 10am Saturday 12 March, at the airport premises. 
 

Preview 
 

Please make a note in your diaries for our main event in April:  On Sunday the 3
rd

 of April we propose a 
beautiful  walk and BBQ. All details will be in the next issue of La Mouette, but please keep the date free. 

 
Pétanque Prize Presented 

 

Carmen Coutts-Smith presented the winners of the annual Coupe 
d'Antibes pétanque competition with the perpetual trophy and individual 
trophies on Wednesday (23rd Feb) evening at their French class. At our 
Christmas function Mary Brady and Graeme Gerrard, both newcomers to 
the game, defeated Derek and Glenys Lambert in what was an interesting 
game on lawn, a different surface for most players.    

Start practising now for this annual event held at the end of the 
year! The February practice is on the 26th, as previously announced. 

 

Last Reminder 
March is the final month for renewing your Alliance membership. Are you financial? You might have 
to check your cheque-book stubs: have you sent us your cheque? If not, this is the last La Mouette coming 
to you. The renewal form is on the last page, as usual. 
 

Humour – sans blague 
 

Le Criquet Gaulois 
(There are over a thousand cricket clubs in France) 

 

Le Criquet – magique! Zut alors! 
C’est bon! C’est what your right arm’s for. 

To bowl le bal, to power le bat, 
To score les courirs. Fancy that. 

Mais comme vieux Jaques Crapaud joue, 
C’est un mystère to moi et vous. 

Le futbol, oui, le rugbie aussi 
Mais lbw et bosie, 

Coupé tard, bal mort, jambe fracture? 
C’est sanglant ridicule, bien sûr. 
Le Criquet, c’est un jeu anglais, 

Quelque chose les grenouilles say. 
 

© John Whitworth, permission by the author to reproduce is gratefully acknowledged.  
 I found this poem by the prolific British poet in the January/February number of Quadrant. The editor 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA !6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10% discount 
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA !6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% discount 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH !6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH !0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 

Les Classes de 2011 



 

French classes have begun for 2011, with 
practically everyone returning and a steady 
enrolment of new students. 
Once again, we seem destined for a promising 
and rewarding year due to the enthusiasm and 
commitment of our students.  
   Amicalement  Beginners Level 2: Aimée, Nancy, Fiona, Linley, Linda, Robyn, Gabrielle and 

            Brigitte    Teresa 

Beginners Level 1: Jane, Libby, Dominic, Roger, Robyn,    Elementary: Dana, Mary, Sally, Richard, Teresa, Carmen, Sylvie and Simon 
Angela, Tully, Joe and Ray 

Intermediate: Derek, Gary, Jill, Erica, Barbara, Mary, Wendy, Mary     French Conversation: Margaret, Barbara, Christel, Marina,   
             Dorothea, Simone, Ashley and Tony 

Petites annonces 
Chatting with Margaret Clay at the Welcome Party about confidence boosters she mentioned a website she likes to 
use. The website is www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french or just Google   BBC languages French. Margaret says it is 
free and a very useful site for beginners through to intermediate. Thank you for the tip! 
  

If there are any ex-students of Brigitte's AF French classes who have copies of "Connexions" 1 or 2, and 
who would like to loan or sell them to new students, would they please contact Brigitte (ph: 6495 0781, email: 
sbarlidge@aapt.net.au) as soon as possible. 
 

Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir – The Beginnings 
 

In the late eighties - it could have been 1987- my husband and I had a conversation in the main street of 
Merimbula (as you do) with Soucila Tompsett,  a native French speaker,   about the possibility of a French 
language class for our young daughter Mardi and some other children. This resulted in a class starting soon 
afterwards. 

While seeking resources for the class, Soucila found out from the Alliance Française in Canberra that it 
was possible to form an Alliance Française branch in our area. A meeting of interested people was soon held at 
Merimbula Public School and a committee was formed, which I joined. The Alliance Française de la Côte de 

Saphir was then founded on 22 September 1988, with the late Peggy and Julian Hamilton, Judith and Peter Dunne 
and my husband Neil and myself amongst the foundation members. 

Soucila ably led the committee as the initial President (and teacher) for a few years until she and her family 
moved to Canberra. The highlight of her reign was a grand costume ball for Bastille Day, to celebrate the 
bicentennial of the French Revolution in 1989. It was held at the Grange and many people dressed up à la 

Française for the occasion. With fine food, music and a fun ambience it was a memorable night. 
When Soucila resigned from the presidency hers were big shoes to be filled. I thought Peggy Hamilton 

(who had been a very keen student in an adult French class I taught at home, before I began full-time language 
teaching at Eden High School in 1987) might be a good person for the position. She had already been our secretary 
and accepted the challenge. She remained our president for 15 years and steered the burgeoning Alliance through 
incorporation and into the new century. She produced La Mouette almost single handedly and has always been an 
inspiration to our little branch. 

Jan Porter 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President: Rex Speller      !6495 0475  rexspeller@dragnet.com.au       
Vice Pres.:Carmen Coutts-Smith!6495 7735 carmencs@internode.on.net  
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   !6495 3515  abgmob@hotmail.com               P.O.Box 3  
Treasurer: Neil Porter         !6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com             MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: Neil Porter         !6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com    !02 6495 3515 

French Classes: Brigitte Leroy !6495 0781  sbarlidge@aapt.net.au              e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com 

La Mouette: Regine Kasper    !6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au   web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 
 

 

 

Il n’y a pas que la France qui parle français 
In October, when I attended the third Forum Francophone du Pacifique held at Nouméa, I was inspired to 

summarise for La Mouette where else in the world French is spoken. In all there are 29 countries, large and small, 
right around the world, which once formed the French empire rivaling the British.  

There are the overseas départements - les départements d’outre-mer (les DOM) – la Guadeloupe, la Guyane, 

la Martinique, la Réunion and St Pierre-et-Miquelon.  These have full departmental status, including a member of 
parliament, just like the Ain or the Hautes-Alpes. Then there are the overseas territories (les territoires d’outre-mer 

les TOM) New Caledonia (la Nouvelle Calédonie) and French Polynesia (La Polynésie Française) with Tahiti, the 
best-known island of this archipelago.  

French is spoken in many other countries too:  Luxembourg, Monaco, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and many 
countries of west and central Africa; in Vietnam – by some people over 70, in Canada – in Quebec, in Belgium – in 
Brussels and in the south, in Switzerland – in the west, and even in the former British colonies Mauritius and the 
Seychelles. 

Voilà, il n’y a pas que la France qui parle français, n’est-ce pas? 

Brigitte Leroy 

Our Blog: http://afsaphir.blogspot.com/ 
 

So far, 83% of our 2011 members have opted to receive la Mouette by email, a very welcome indication 
that our members are becoming more comfortable with current technology. This will not only increase 
communication, but also reduce costs and effort for the committee as well as providing more information to 
members. 

I’d like to mention our blog.  Although it’s called a blog, and indeed it works in some ways like a regular 
blog, it is in fact our website. It is specifically for our Alliance, and has a number of pages with information of 
interest to members (and visitors). You can find information on classes, coming events, download a previous copy 
of La Mouette, read book and video reviews on items in our library, check the contents of our library, find 
interesting links to French media (TV, radio, magazines etc), view photos and reports on previous events, view 
articles/offers/etc relevant to France, the French and their language  and read tips for travelling in France.  You can 
even join online. We hope to add more features in the near future. 

So, if you haven’t done so already, drop in for a visit – members can also comment on posts or send 
interesting information, websites, ideas to our email address (afsaphir@gmail.com) for addition to the blog. 

Neil Porter 

MEMBERSHIP 2011 
Renewal of membership is now due.  It is also still a great time to recruit your friends to Alliance membership! 
La Mouette will be sent by email to as many members as possible, but please sign the last line if applicable. 
Please complete this form in clear print and mail it together with your payment (cheque not cash) to:  
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)          MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2011 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……..   POSTCODE…………. 

TELEPHONE………………………………. E-MAIL…………………………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 

I WILL BE ATTENDING AF  CLASSES       YES / NO  (Please circle one) 
 

 

Even though I have email I request a print copy of La Mouette by post ………………………………………… 


