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From the President 
 
Our Alliance Française started the year in grand form with our Welcome Party at the home of 
Margaret and Bruce Gaunson. We sincerely thank them for their generosity.   
On this particular Friday evening, the hosts had turned on an exceptionally beautiful sunset which 
was the backdrop to an evening of fine dining with delicious dishes prepared by members, with 
appropriate wine accompanied by convivial chatter.  During the evening members were 
welcomed by President Carmen who also presented worthy recipients of the annual pétanque 
competition with the Coupe D'Antibes. Bruce Gaunson and Neil Porter accepted graciously and 
the female teams vowed to improve their technique for the next competition.   
Our calender of events follows and we warmly invite you to join us for our regular activities such 
as the pétanque at Mandeni and conversation Saturdays. As well, our Bastille Luncheon which 
will be held again at the Mimosa restaurant and Winery should be a pleasant and memorable 
occasion.  The committee is exploring a cooking class at Le Tres Bon cooking School in 
Bungendore – perhaps even with some pétanque thrown in for the weekend. Keep tuned for 
further information! Don't forget, if you have suggestions for activities for inclusion in the 
calendar, please contact one of the committee members.   
We send best wishes to Margaret Clay, one of our long standing AF members, who, while 
currently in Melbourne, may be back recuperating in the local area and we look forward to seeing 
Margaret again at our functions. 
Until next time, keep travelling and tell us of worthwhile places to visit. 
Carmen Coutts-Smith 
 



This edition compiled by Neil Porter. 2 

Conversation au café 
 
At one time there was discussion about having the Saturday conversation commence at 10 am for a half 
hour to assist people requiring more encouragement and support, before the more experienced and 
confident group arrived at 10.30.  While this idea was welcomed, it will be put on hold for the time being 
and 10.30 will be the starting time until further notice.  The next date for your diary is 15th March. 
(Carmen) 

 
On Saturday 15th of February, we had 
such a great French Conversation – so 
entertaining and cosmopolitan! The five 
women present came from different 
parts of the world. Denise was born in 
South Africa, Dorothea in Belgium, 
Kasia in Poland, Carole in Germany 
(she came to France at the age of 10 and 
has just  moved from Jindabyne to our 
area a few months ago – bienvenue chez 
nous) and myself in France. We had a 
lot of stories to tell each other and some 
very funny ones too. 
Merci toutes d’être venues et d’avoir 
participé à des anecdotes absolument 
inoubliables! 
Peut-être à la prochaine fois,   (Brigitte) 

 
Calendrier 2014 
 

Wednesday 19 March 10am-2pm Seniors Week Live Life Expo at the Sapphire Aquatic Centre  
Weekend late March or early April Petanque visit to Canberra  
Saturday 3 May Tour de Mandeni  
Sunday 6 July Bastille Day lunch at Dry Stone Restaurant Mimosa Winery  
Monday September 8 AGM and Dinner  
Sunday 12 October Moules Frites at the Wharf 
Sunday November 30 Christmas function and Coupe d’Antibes  

 

Pétanque  
 
Alliance members normally meet to play pétanque on the last Saturday of 
every month.  
No prior experience is needed. Just come along, bring your morning coffee and 
possibly lunch and have fun playing this challenging game. Bring your own 
equipment or borrow ours. If you have any questions please ring Kerry 
Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob).  
Details are: Saturday 29 March, at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast 
Drive, North of Tura Beach, turn off next to “Za’s Stonehouse”, just after the 
flags.   
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. 
We are going to trial week-day pétanque from next month, in addition to the normal Saturday pétanque. 
It will be the second Friday of the month starting 14th march. As usual it starts at 10 am at Mandeni, 
bring along morning tea and lunch if you'd like. 
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Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses:  
  

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, 
COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%   
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount  
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mob 0429 338 715 – 10% disc.  
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members.  
Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm.  
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, 
excluding books. 

2014 Seniors Week Open Day 
 

On Wednesday 19th March 2014, U3A is running an Open Day from 10am to 2pm at the Sapphire 
Aquatic Centre, with free entry for U3A Members and seniors in the community. Participants will be 
able to use the pool facilities with lap swimming, aquatic aerobic classes and the gym available for gentle 
exercise demonstrations. Free healthy lunch will be available. 
Along with other community organisations, Alliance Française will have a display table with information 
of our many activities and lending library. Copies of La Mouette and membership application forms will 
also be available to hand out. 
Through this event we hope to inform the broader community of Alliance Française and hopefully 
encourage new members. 
So put this date in your diaries as a ‘must do’ and come and join in the activities on offer.  
Stop by our display table and if you can spare some time, stay and chat to locals and convince them what 
a fun loving group of Francophiles we are!! 
 

Film Review – “The Past (Le Passé)” – Dawn Otten 
 

Recently my daughter and I took shelter from the scorching heat in Melbourne by going to the cinema, 
thereby joining the hundreds of others with similar thoughts.  Our first film of choice, The Gilded Cage 
(another French film) was sold out and had been sold out for most of its run.  It was therefore by default 
that we saw “The Past”, a film by Asghar Farhadi and starring Berenice Bejo, Ali Mosaffa (ex-husband) 
and Tahar Rahim (boyfriend). 
The synopsis reads: At the request of his estranged wife Marie, Ahmad returns to Paris after four years in 
Tehran to finalise their divorce.  He soon discovers that Marie plans to wed her beau Samir, ignoring the 
protests of her teenage daughter, Lucie.  Ahmad finds himself attempting to repair the rift between Marie 
and Lucie, piecing together the puzzle of lies and unspoken guilt connected to misdeeds of the past. 
The plot of this film is both complicated and simple: many story lines leading to the one issue which 
tantalizingly isn’t resolved by film’s end.  
The subtitles which were quite difficult to read at times were made less important because of the superb 
acting by the whole cast who played their roles with both the conviction and subtlety we expect from 
French films. 
One of the best lines from the film was said to the ex by one of his old Iranian friends, “Don’t get mixed 
up in it all again.  You know what it did to you the last time”.  So is the past repeating itself? 
A long film (over 2 hours), I found it absorbing and would recommend it as one worth seeing. 
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Advertisements: 
These French classes are taught by native speaker Brigitte Leroy, who is an experienced private teacher, 
but not an employee of the Alliance Française. 
“Tuesdays in Tura” is still très Français, with five levels of French language classes being taught in my 
home.  
Intermediate  9.30-10.45am   Beginners   2.00-3.15pm 
Advanced  11.00-12.15pm   Elementary (Level 1)  3.15-4.30pm 
Elementary (Level 2)  12.45-2.00pm 
Classes are well attended (with one full and one nearly full). 
The quiet atmosphere of my home is proving conducive to focused lessons that emphasise the situations, 
vocabulary and pronunciation that many students will utilise on their visits to French speaking countries.  
I am grateful to have such dedicated students who make teaching a delight. 
Amicalement, 
Brigitte Leroy   
6495-0781 
sbarlidge@aapt.net.au   
 
"Delve into French Language and Culture 
Brochures from CIDEF (Centre International d'Études Françaises) providing details of their European 
Summer courses and the 2014-2015 Academic programme, have been placed in the Library cupboard at 
the Sapphire Aquatic Centre.  Or you can go to their website  www.uco.fr  " 
  
"Experience the adventure of French 
CAVILAM-Alliance Française in Vichy has courses from one week and longer for all ages, levels, and 
purposes.  Brochures are in the Library cupboard at the Sapphire Aquatic Centre of you can go to 
www.cavilam.com " 
  
"Le Très Bon Café Restaurant at Bungendore has French cooking classes scheduled throughout 2014 and 
a Food and Wine Tour to Les Vosges and Alsace from 19-30 September 2014.  See 
www.letresbon.com.au " 
 
 
Membership 2014 – now due! 
Please note that now is the time to renew your membership and to reel in interested friends.  
Members’ benefits include regular information via La Mouette, a standing invitation to play pétanque and 
to participate in French conversation, access to our library.   
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a printed copy please inform Kerry 
Hunting.  Please complete this form in clear print and mail it to:  
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548   
Pay either by cheque or  - preferably – by EFT: Account name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir'   Account No: 168279527, BSB: 082 697. Please add your name to the deposit.  
  
Alliance Française   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2014      RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)     
 
NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………    
 
ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE…………….  
 
TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...…………………………………………  
 
SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)….FAMILY $40…………SINGLE $ 25………..SCHOOL $ 25………….  

 
 


