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From the President 
 

Let me thank all those AF members who attended the September AGM at Club Sapphire on September 9th. 
Welcome to new members of the committee (Denise Brown, Julie Welsh and Robert McCombie) and many 
thanks to Dorothea Polonyi, Fiona Stafford and Rex Speller for their work during the past year!  
     Perhaps the most significant discussion during the meeting concerned our future. As a group of people, who 
enjoy 'French culture' and all that this implies, we do hope to continue in some way – again with your support.  

A Belgian lunch at The Wharf on 13th October with moules&frites will be our next gathering. This will be a 
lovely way to spend a Sunday. So sign up and look forward to a great day!   

Currently planning is underway for the Christmas Lunch and Coupe d'Antibes. This year it will be a BYO 
everything picnic, so add it to your diary for Sunday, November 24th. Once again the venue will be Mandeni 
Resort, which is conveniently located for most people. Your only cost will be the $2 to enter the pétanque 
competition. At a later date we will need to know how many participants we have, so as to prepare the draw. 
Start practising and be ready to have a 'new' partner.                                                                       

Carmen Coutts-Smith  
Annual General Meeting 
 

This photo tells you something: over twenty 
people attended the AGM on Monday 9th 
September. Did they all vie for positions on 
the 9-person committee? It seemed to me 
that everyone was there for the occasion, to 
see friends again, to enjoy the conviviality 
of a like-minded group.  

The standard procedure of the meeting revealed no surprises: the President’s report confirmed general 
satisfaction with the year’s events, the Treasurer’s report showed sound finances and reasonably stable 
membership of over 50. The real surprise, however, may loom just over the horizon: new guidelines from the 
Alliance Française’s head-office might see us out on a limb from January, when the insurance lapses, which 
covers us for indemnity. For a small group with insignificant assets this would hardly matter. More 
significantly, however, we would lose the valuable brand name, too. It appears Alliance Française wishes to 
consolidate and restrict membership to only those branches, which follow their official language instruction 
programme and thus generate income.  

The general response was, that we must continue as an association fostering the language and culture of 
France and francophone countries. We would need a new name and a new constitution. For now it was agreed 
that all that could be done was vote in a new committee, who will soon have to do some serious thinking about 
our future. Thanks to sufficient nominations all positions were filled.  

President: Carmen Coutts-Smith 
Vice President: Gay Jacobs 
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson 
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting 
General Committee: Denise Brown, 
Robert McCombie, Neil Porter, Narelle 
Sheridan, Julie Welsh.  
We are lucky to have so many volunteers 

to join the committee, who will bring fresh 
ideas to bear. 

Two people were absent but you see pictured   Carmen, Denise, Kerry, Margaret, Gay, Robert and Julie. 



Dinner was delicious, two choices of French inspired dishes: Coq au vin and Entrecôte, complete with 
vegetables, followed by either Mousse au chocolat in a chocolate bowl or Strawberry bavaroise. Everyone was 
greatly satisfied with quality and service at Club Sapphire. 

We then had our curiosity satisfied: who was this pretty young 
thing who conversed in charmingly accented English and perfect 
French? She introduced herself to us, speaking enthusiastically of 
her experiences so far. She is Odile Longueval, this year’s Rotary 
exchange student from a small town near Lille in the North of 
France. Her hosts are Jill and Steve Goodchild for the first three 
months. She then moves to three other families in succession, all 
in the local area, which she loves. Even though she completed her 
“Bac” in France earlier this year, she is enrolled at the Anglican 
college near Bega. A grand tour of Australia, escorted and by bus, 
is also part of her Rotary year programme.  

                 Jill,	  Odile	  and	  Bénédicte	  
Then it was “show and tell” time: a number of members cheerfully shared memories, 

experiences and episodes, which connected them with France. Brigitte spoke eloquently of 
her teaching tricks using Guignol puppets to impersonate struggling speakers of French. 
Kerry treasures the memory of a group of dedicated French ladies who took under their 
wings some young Australian “girls” who were as keen as they were helpless trying to 
learn French culture and language on the spot in Paris. Julie holds dear to this day the 
memory of a French honey farmer whom she met on a canal tour in France years ago.  

And you could sense they all shared such whimsical stories happily and confidently, Brigitte	   and	   Guignol 
because they spoke to friends, who all – like they themselves - have at some time in their lives simply fallen in 
love with France.                                  Regine Kasper 
 

 
Belgian Lunch 

 

The Wharf Restaurant, Merimbula,  
Sunday, 13th October, 2013, 12 noon 

 

To celebrate the Walloon Community holiday in Belgium, the Alliance 
Française de la Côte de Saphir is holding a traditional Belgian lunch. The 
menu will feature mussels and chips - moules/frites - for the modest price 
of $26.50. It also includes bread, a choice of 2 desserts, and tea or coffee. 
(Fish and chips is an alternative mains.) 
Beer and wine are available from the bar, and corkage applies to BYO.  
Join us and learn a little about a significant Francophone country in Europe. 
 

Payment: Please pay in advance, before Wednesday 9th October if you are 
joining us, so we can confirm numbers with The Wharf restaurant. 
- Either send a cheque to The Treasurer, Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548  
- or pay by EFT: Acc name: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, 
Account No: 168 279 527 BSB: 082 697 (Please add your name as 
reference on the transfer.) 
Enquiries: please contact Dorothea on 6492 2416 or at 
dorotheap6@bigpond.com, or Kerry Hunting on 6295 9463 or at 
khintura@gmail.com 
 

 
Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
 

Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 and 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery, 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery,  336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 
 



Le Tour de France et le Tour de Bega - les deux vont ensemble! 
 

The “Tour de Bega” is part of the French culture program of the Mumbulla School, Bega, and is held every two 
years for Classes 4, 5 and 6. Rather than a race this is a leisurely ride along the country lanes, back roads and 
bike paths of Bega. We ride in groups of 4-5 children with an adult group leader responsible for them. We 
normally stop for activities and races at the Bega Sport Grounds and there is a decent hill, Mount Pleasant, to 
climb at one point, to test the mettle of all and to determine the Queen and the King of the Mountain. It is a full 
day, including a picnic lunch. 

This year, the event happened on Thursday 29th August and, on that particular day, we had some rain  (Oh 
non, il pleut! Tant pis, c’est comme ça! On y va quand même). We still went ahead with the day and it did 
unfold amazingly well, with some great adventurous moments. As the Bega Bridge footpath wasn’t yet opened 
on that day (it was supposed to be finished the week before!!!), we had to cross the Bega river (sans chaussures 
ou chaussettes – et l’eau était assez froide) and on the return journey, we had to leave the bridge by descending 
a flight of stairs, carrying our bicycles. (Tout le monde y est arrivé! Ouf!) Further, instead of going to the Bega 
Sport Grounds (too muddy and wet), we returned to the Mumbulla school where some chocolat chaud was 
awaiting us. The picnic lunch and the games took place on the school grounds and the sun came out for a while.  

	  	  	  	  	   	   	  On	  traverse	  la	  rivière	  à	  pied.	  	   	   	   	   Encore	  des	  escaliers!	  
Altogether nearly 100 children and 25 adults (teachers and parents) departed from the school, cheered and 

encouraged by the children of Kindergarten and Classes 1, 2 and 3. All the bikes were in good order, helmets 
on, bright French colours for clothes and ornaments, et beaucoup de bouteilles d’eau. Two vehicles 
accompanied the Tour (one leading the way and the other one carrying spare bikes, bike repairs, first aid, all the 
backpacks and delicious food for morning tea and lunch). We had advertised the event on local radio and in the 
local newspaper, and in some places passers-by were applauding and cheering us on.  

From the school’s grounds to the Bega Cheese Factory then to Mount Pleasant and back, we did more or less 
17 kilometres. It was amazing to see how fit some of the children are. Most of the time, they just challenged 
themselves – to go a little faster, or a little straighter, or tried going over a jump… Their enthusiasm was 
uplifting. It was real teamwork, on the road and during the different games (including a slow cycling race, a 
relay, an obstacle course and cycling with a bean bag on one’s head). At the end of the Tour, every participating 
child received a special “Félicitation” Certificate to take home. 

It is always a good opportunity to teach the children new French vocabulary regarding le vélo, les directions, 
la sécurité (Attention! 
Ralentis! Arrête!), etc. 
Each class is drawing 
and writing a special 
book capturing their 
favourite moment of the 
day. It always is a most 
rewarding experience 
for the children, for me, 
the Mumbulla School 
French teacher, and 
everybody else involved with it.       On	  a	  tous	  grimpé	  la	  montagne!	  Vive	  le	  Tour	  de	  Bega! 

Amicalement, Brigitte Leroy 
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Conversation au café 
 

On Saturday 21st September, five of us met at The Rockpool Café for our monthly conversation en français.  
Regine brought along a selection of photos from her recent trip through France and as we went through them 

and discussed them, we were also able to relate our own personal 
experiences of the regions, food and buildings. This led to some very 
animated anecdotes and insights. Afterwards, it was suggested that maybe 
we could all bring something to the conversations on Saturdays as a “show 
and share”, as this would provide a valuable springboard for topics to 
discuss. If you decided to bring something, you could also prepare some key 
phrases beforehand. 

Another idea was that the conversation could start at 10 am for those 
who are beginning to speak French. This would give them a chance to 
practise their skills in a smaller tutorial group before the rest of the group 

started as normal at 10:30. Feedback would be appreciated, so if you are interested, or have any ideas about this, 
please would you email me at denisebrown54@hotmail.com  

Our next rendezvous will be the third Saturday in October  - the 19th.  Hope to see you then! 
Denise Brown 

La blague du mois: Belle pièce 
Un gars rend visite à un de ses amis quand il remarque dans le salon un très beau buffet: “Dis donc, il est 
magnifique! Il est de quelle époque?”  - L'autre soupire: “De l'époque où j'avais de l'argent.” 
 

Pétanque 
 

Coming up, the last practice sessions before the Coupe d’Antibes! Come along and play! Alliance members 
have met regularly to play pétanque on the last Saturday of every month. No prior experience is needed. Just 
come out to Mandeni, bring your morning coffee and possibly lunch and have fun playing this challenging 
game. Bring your own equipment or borrow ours. If you have any questions please ring Kerry Hunting 
either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob). 
Details are: Saturday 26 October at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North of Tura Beach, 
turn off just next to “Za’s Stonehouse”.  
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. 
PS. This Saturday, 28th September, is your very next chance to practice your pétanque skills. 

 

Membership 2013/2014 
Membership	  fees	  will	  be	  due	  again	  from	  January	  1st,	  2014.	  	  

You	  can	  pay	  either	  by	  cheque	  or	  	  -‐	  preferably	  –	  by	  EFT:	  Account	  name:	  'Alliance	  Française	  de	  la	  Côte	  de	  Saphir'	  	  
Account	  No:	  168279527,	  BSB:	  082	  697.	  Please	  add	  your	  name	  to	  the	  deposit.	  

La	  Mouette	  will	  be	  sent	  by	  email	  as	  far	  as	  possible.	  If	  you	  require	  a	  printed	  copy,	  please	  inform	  Kerry	  Hunting.	  
Please	  complete	  this	  form	  in	  clear	  print	  and	  mail	  it	  to:	  

The	  Membership	  Officer,	  Alliance	  Française	  de	  la	  Côte	  de	  Saphir,	  P.	  O.	  Box	  3,	  MERIMBULA	  2548	  
	  
	  

Alliance	  Française	  	  -‐	  	  MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL	  APPLICATION	  for	  2013/2014	  

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………	  	  	  

ADDRESS……………………………………………………….……………………………………….………….…	  	  	  POSTCODE……………………………………….	  

TELEPHONE……………………………………………………………………E-‐MAIL	  ……………...……………………………………………………………..………	  

SUBSCRIPTION	  (Please	  circle	  one)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FAMILY	  $40	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SINGLE	  $	  25	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SCHOOL	  $	  25	  

 
 


