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Conversation en français, déjeuner et concert à Pambula 
 

Uma's Place at Pambula was a delightful setting for our recent Sunday luncheon. On October 16th a 
group of two dozen gathered to enjoy 'conversation en français' et ‘la musique de chambre'.  Primi Venti, our 
local recorder ensemble, entertained us with a broad selection of music from the 13th -17th century.  My 
particular favourites, were La seconde estampie royale and Mille regretz, a rather stately composition, both 
contrasting pieces.  The sonorous notes from the bass recorder, played by Graeme Gerrard, blended superbly 
with the soprano recorder, played by Brigitte Leroy, and the instruments of Max Campbell and Brenda 
Montgomery, all wonderfully talented musicians. Hopefully we will hear more of Primi Venti and perhaps other 
musical performers from our AF. 

We welcomed familiar faces and several friends joined us spontaneously on the day:  Narelle Sheridan, 
Marie-Andrée Gourou-aya and husband Will, all recent arrivals in the Bega Valley.  Bienvenue!  Thank you to 
Brigitte for her organization of this splendid event. 

         Carmen Coutts-Smith 

  Carmen and Narelle                                                                   Bénédicte and Graeme                                                                    

  Primi Venti : Brenda, Max, Brigitte and Graeme                      Kerry and Gabrielle listen to the menu description  
 
 



Le calendrier de novembre 
 
 

End-of-Year Lunch and ‘Coupe d’Antibes’ Pétanque Contest 
 

  

This occasion features each year as one of our major social events. Come and 
have a go at becoming the pétanque champions for 2011 and take home the trophy! By 
now you should be just about ready to meet your competitors for the annual pétanque 
contest for the Coupe D'Antibes trophy!  Have you been practicing?  

 
Let’s celebrate the conclusion of another good year for our Alliance!  Invite your 

friends to come along, as this is a wonderful opportunity to get to know us in a relaxed 
and happy atmosphere. We hope to get a really good crowd, players and spectators alike. 

 
      It is necessary to book to assist with catering at the restaurant, so please get in touch with us soon. Once 
again we will be offering a magnifique Christmas hamper. Don't forget, the proceeds of this raffle go to a very 
good cause: your Alliance Francaise!  
  
Place:  Seahorse Inn, Boydtown, just 10km South of Eden 
 

Date:  Sunday, 27th November  

Time:  Pétanque heats must commence at 10:30 am, lunch at 12.30pm 

Cost:  $25 for members and $28 for guests for two course lunch  

Bookings:  Deadline for bookings is Wednesday, 23rd  November at the very latest.  
Please contact Rex Speller on 6495 0475 or rexspeller@dragnet.com.au  
 

Payment:  Pay either by cheque or EFT: Acc name: 'Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir'  
          Acc No: 168279527  BSB: 082 697 . Please add your name to the deposit.  
          EFT is preferable for our management of bookings. 
 
 

Tombola: We will raffle a magnificent Christmas hamper! 

 
Please send this booking slip with your cheque to arrive no later than Wednesday 23rd November to:  
The Treasurer: K. Hunting. Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, PO Box 3, Merimbula 2548 

 
Lunch and pétanque– Sunday 27th November, at Seahorse Inn, Boydtown 

 
 

 Please reserve me  ___ places for members at $25.- each, ____ places for guests at $28.- each 

My cheque for the total of  $ __________ is enclosed. 

Name/s: _________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



Conversation en français et déjeuner du dimanche 
 

Our final French conversation lunch for this year will take place on Sunday 20th November at the 
Lakeview Hotel in Merimbula. Please get in touch with Bénédicte on her mobile 0432 967 562 or by email to 
howlingpud@hotmail.com 

Pétanque 
 

Last chances to practice, up to the last day prior to the Coupe d’Antibes contest! Alliance members still meet 
to play Pétanque on the last Saturday of every month. No prior experience is needed. Just come along, bring 
your morning coffee and possibly lunch and have fun playing this challenging game. Read the article below 
for a summary of rules and hints on the game. Bring your own equipment or borrow ours. If you have any 
questions please ring Kerry Hunting either on 6495 9463 (h) or on 0409 589 301 (mob). 
Details are: Saturday 29 October and 26 November at 10 am at Mandeni Resort, Sapphire Coast Drive, North 
of Tura Beach, turn off just next to the “Stonehouse”.  
Cost is $2 a head for hiring the two  pétanque courses. 

An introduction to Pétanque 
 

1 - The aim of the game is to place your boule nearer to the cochonet (coche) than your opponents. 
2 - The game is played between two teams, either singles, one against one (tête à tête), with 3 boules each, or 

doubles (Doublette), again with three boules each, or triples (Triplette) playing with two boules each. 
3 – The team winning the toss has one player standing within the starting circle (ca 50cm across) to throw the 

cochonet between 6 to 10 metres away. The same team also throws the first boule. The opposing team 
throws the second boule. From then on the team furthest away from the cochonet after each throw, throws 
the next boule. This continues until all boules have been thrown. 

4 – A team claims as many points as they have boules nearer the cochonet than the opposing team. The 
winning team gets to start the next round, usually played from the opposite end of the terrain. 

5 – The team who gets to 13 points first wins the game. Points can be varied to 11 or 15. 
Stance: Several positions are common. Provided you keep within the circle you can stand up straight, bend 

forward or squat. You will soon find out which suits you best. 
Holding and throwing your boule: Open your hand with palm upward and place the boule into the middle, 

keep your fingers together as you close them around the boule, place the thumb straight across the side of the 
boule. Turn your hand over and hold your boule without too much pressure before you throw. 

When throwing your boule you should keep your arm fully extended all the time, swinging back as far as 
possible and then forward. When you release the boule your fingers should point towards the target. 

The rolling throw (la roulette) is useful on very smooth terrain. You try to roll your boule all the way on the 
ground to the target. 

The half lob (la demi’portée) is the most commonly used form of throwing on smooth ground. Throw your 
boule so that it lands half way and rolls the rest of the way to your target. Applying spin can be useful. 

The high lob (la portée or plombée) requires a good deal of height and backspin, to prevent the boule from 
rolling forward too far. The idea is to throw the boule up and across the field to land as close as possible to 
the target and stopping there. This is often used effectively to dislodge an opponent’s boule. Despite its 
difficulty it is the most effective throw on rough or uneven terrain. 

Aiming or pointing: Most times you want your boule as close to the target as possible. Sometimes you may 
wish to block the opponents’ approach or dislodge an opponent’s boule. 

 
Advertisement 
The Mumbulla Foundation Gala Charity Dinner:  “Le Cirque de Mumbulla”, a night of glitz, glamour and 
rock'n'roll, circus inspired razzamattazz with a sumptuous 3-course dinner of fine French food and wine. 
Time: Saturday 5th November,  6.30pm till late  Place: Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club, Free buses between 
Bega and Eden  Cost: $85 per person.  For enquiries phone Bettina Richter mob: 1414 441 860; RSVP by 26th 
November. Bookings: 6492 2466 
 

Discounts are offered to our members at the following 5 local businesses: 
Alexander & Adams, Veterinary Surgeons, 149 Auckland Street, BEGA '6492 1837 & 56 Moruya Street, COBARGO 6493 6442 – 10%  
Brief Affairs, Lingerie Boutique, Shop 12, The Promenade, MERIMBULA – 10% discount 
Caterer’s Choice Catering, Val Russell, PO Box 28, MERIMBULA '6494 3301, mobile 0429 338 715 – 10% disc. 
Peter Dunne Gallery: 2/ 101 Pacific Way, TURA BEACH '6495 9082 at least 10% discount to current members. 
   Opening hours are nearly every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm till 5pm. 
The Thyme Garden Gallery, 336 Sapphire Coast Drive, TURA BEACH '0428 469 461 – 10% discount, excluding books. 
 



Contact us: Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir 
 

President:       
Carmen Coutts-Smith         6495 7735   carmencs@internode.on.net  
Vice-President: Neil Porter          6495 6860   porters.aus@gmail.com          
Secretary: Margaret Gaunson   6495 3515   abgmob@hotmail.com                 P.O.Box 3  
Treasurer: Kerry Hunting      6495 9463  KHinTura@gmail.com   MERIMBULA 2548 
Membership: K. Hunting                                         02 6495 7735 
La Mouette: Regine Kasper    6495 0390  wrkas@dragnet.com.au               e-mail afsaphir@gmail.com                                 
French Classes: Brigitte Leroy 6495 0781  sbarlidge@aapt.net.au       web:http://afsaphir.blogspot.com 

 
 

Connaissez-vous les nouveaux membres de notre comité? 
Meet our new Treasurer: Kerry Hunting  
 

So why did I volunteer to become treasurer of the Alliance Française de la Côte de 
Saphir?  Well, the answer to that is twofold.  Firstly, I have worked as an accountant in 
both Australia and New Zealand for over 25 years, so it is nowhere near as scary for 
me as for most people to be dealing with financial matters.  Secondly, I was lucky 
enough to live in Paris for 3 years while my husband was working there, which is 
really where my interest in all things French began.  Speaking no French when we 
moved there, I am now keen to continue to practice what I learnt and to improve my 
French through lessons.  I was surprised and extremely pleased to find such a strong 
AF in this area when we moved here 6 months ago.  Of course, the other thing that 
developed during my stay in Paris was my interest in cooking – how could you live 
with such lovely cuisine and not become addicted to it? 
 

La blague du mois: à propos la littérature 
 
- C'est incroyable, dit le gars à son copain, alors qu'ils prennent une bière après le travail, tout ce que je peux 

apprendre pendant mes cours du soir sur la littérature ! - Ah oui ?  
- Tiens, je te parie que tu ne connais pas Corneille. - Le chanteur ? Mais si!  
- Je savais que tu allais me nommer le chanteur. Mais non, ce n'est pas lui, je te parle d'un grand auteur. - Ah 

bon?  
- Et je suis certain que tu ne connais pas Maupassant. - Non. - Baudelaire ? - Non. - Rimbaud ?  
- Non, mais écoute, on ne peut pas connaître tout le monde. Par exemple, connais-tu René Tremblay?  
- Non, c'est un auteur? - Non, c'est lui qui saute ta blonde pendant que tu es à tes cours du soir... 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 2012 

 
This is the best time to recruit your friends to Alliance membership! Bring them along to our conversation 
lunch, or to pétanque, invite them to our end-of-year event on November 27. Spread the word about our social 
activities! 
La Mouette will be sent by email as far as possible. If you require a posted copy please inform Kerry Hunting. 
Please complete this form in clear print and mail it together with your payment (cheque not cash) to:  
The Membership Officer, Alliance Française de la Côte de Saphir, P. O. Box 3, MERIMBULA 2548 
 
 

Alliance Française   RENEWAL/ NEW  (Please circle one)   MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION for 2012 

NAME/S……………………………………………………………………………………………………………   

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………….……   POSTCODE……………. 

TELEPHONE……………………………………E-MAIL……………...………………………………………… 

SUBSCRIPTION (Please circle one)          FAMILY $40           SINGLE $ 25             SCHOOL $ 25 


