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Presenting our 4th Game for Conquest
(and now our first Game for Vorpalcon 2006)...

He's the President. You're his staff. How on Earth are you going to save the most
powerful man in the world from his own worst enemy - himself?!?

—
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“Game Mechanics

“Poll-Driven” Mechanics

The Poll-Driven Mechanic measures the effects of Player decisions on Executive

Policy.

There are approximately 400 voting Congressmen and Women who can vote in
the United States House of Representatives. The Congress is where Legislation is
passed, with a 51% majority of the Legislative Assembly being required to pass a Bill

into law.

Currently the voting trends and factions within United States Congress are

represented as per the summary below :

FOCE Percentage Factions Percentage
Affiliation
Republicans 259 Conservatives 20%
Neo-Conservatives 5%
Big Business The Media 5%
15% Red Necks 5%
Wall Street 5%
Democrats 250 Lib.e.rals 20%
Political Zealots 5%
Lobby Groups Activists 5%
15% Independents 5%
Minorities 5%
Swing Vote 20% of Congress represents the
(General Public) 20% ‘Swing Vote’, voting based on the

President’s Popularity Poll results

Crises Measures Achieved

4+ O measures: - 3%

+ 1 measure
+ 2 measures:-1%

= 2% +« 3 measures: 0%

£ 4 measures : +1%

Policies Achieved

+ Successfully passing a Bill through Congress : +2%
+ If a Bill fails to pass through Congress : — 2%

—
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Congress is controlled by the two U.S. political parties : the Democratic Party, and
the Republican Party. Each political party contains various factions that agree
with the party’s basic ideals. For example, the Democrats are beholden to various
lobby groups, while the Republicans are in bed with big business.

Bill has 10 key legislative bills he wishes to pass through Congress that represent his
vision for America. The Players have been recruited by the White House for their
political savvy and to assist the President in passing each of his policies.

Each faction possesses a degree of influence within Congress. This is reflected by
the percentage of votes it holds. If a political party or faction agrees with a policy,
it will vote for the President. If the Faction disagrees, it will withhold its vote.

The Democrats and Republicans both control 40% of the Congress. The remaining
20% of Congressmen vote based on Bill’s popularity. After a major decision has
been made, Bill’s polling team conduct a political survey to determine the
President’s popularity rating. The results are determined by :

4+ How successful the Players have been in resolving various political crises,

+ How many Bills have passed through Congress (yes, success breeds success!).

Crises and Measures

Measures Homeland | Domestic Foreign Politics
Security Policy Policy
Political FBI Business CIA Democrats
Factions & Justice Edu.cation Diplomacy Republicans
Law Environment Rogue States | Independents
Government |Eenforcement | Finance Trade Media
Departments States War Publicity

As well as passing bills into law, Players are to assist the President manage the
country through various political crises that will affect his administration. Each crisis
affects four measures of America political life : Homeland Security, Domestic

Policy, Foreign Policy, and Paolitics.

If Players address all four measures, then they have successfully navigated
America through the crisis. Failure to address each measure in turn when finding a
solution to a crisis will see Bill’s populatrity slip, affecting his influence in Congress
and the ability to pass legislation.

—
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The POTUS Cliché Engine

Bill's Values

The independent President of the United States, Bill, stands for the small town
values he grew up with in Dayton, Ohio. These values inspired him to run for
President, inspired the public to vote for Bill, and are the values he aims for the
country to adopt. He expects all of the employees in the White House, including
the Players, to model these values.

A list of Bill’s values appear below :

+ Accountability, + Honesty, + Morality,
+ Co-operation, + Integrity, + Patriotism,
+ Ethical conduct, + Loyalty, + Responsibility.

The Oval Office : Accountability to Bill

Whenever Players have made a decision that is contrary to Bill’s values,
the President will be informed and request the pleasure of their
company in the Oval Office.

Bill believes in meeting with his staff, no matter their rank, whenever they have
“strayed” from the values he represents. Such meetings run as follows :

1. Identify the Behaviour : Bill asks the Players to explain what happened,
granting the Players the opportunity to justify their
behaviour.

2. Model the Behaviour : Bill uses an appropriate folk saying and an anecdote
to demonstrate what he would have done in the
same situation.

3. Change the Behaviour : Bill orders the Players to fix the situation and to “Do
the right thing”.

After the meeting, the Players have an opportunity to “Do the right thing”. If they
don’t, they will once again be called back to the Oval Office at the President’s
pleasure for another meeting (which means another round of folk sayings and
anecdotes!).

Players will have a finite amount of time to atone for their sins before Bill dies.

—
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Bill’s Favourite Folk Sayings

A clean conscience makes a soft pillow.

A poor excuse is better than none at all.

A little too late is much too late.

A good deed is never |ost.

A smile is worth 1,000 words.

A chain is as strong as its weakest link.

A man is judged by the company he keeps.
A small leak will sink a great ship.

A man without guts lives on his knees.

A good lie finds more believers than a bad truth.
A good cause finds weapons to defend it.
Better to ask twice than lose your way once.
Even the devil was an angel in the beginning.
Fate is the course when men fail to act.
Good actions speak for themselves; they need no tin horn.

In trying times, don’t quit trying!

It’s nice to be important, but more important to be nice.

It’s easier to lose faith than find it again.

Liberty, like charity, must begin at home.

Of all the words of tongue or paper, the saddest one’s, “It might have been...”
Reputation is what you are in the light; character is who you are in the dark.

i I N N e e e e ol ol ol S S S B

Example Anecdotes

+ Dayton, Ohio was named in 1805 after Jonathan Dayton, a captain in the
American Revolutionary War and signer of the U.S. Constitution. Jonathan
Dayton was just an ordinary man who fought for what he believed in, a man Bill
aspires to emulate. Whenever Bill fights for a piece of legislation, he remembers
Jonathan Dayton. He doesn’t hope to have a town named after him, nor does
he wish to lead an army, only help to create a better place to live.

+ Bishop Milton Wright and Susan Catharine Wright had sons and a daughter.
Two of their sons had a dream, a dream which many considered absolute
insanity. Regardless of what people said, despite surmounting opposition,
criticism from their peers, the two ordinary sons of an ordained Bishop, Wilbur,
Orville Wright, were the first men to ever build and fly the modern aeroplane.

+ Bill’'s home town of Dayton, Ohio is known as “The Gem City, the Cleanest City
in America.” It has won the national U.S. environmental award more than 3
times over the past 50 years because the citizen’s care about the town they

—
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live in. They’re so proud of how tidy their town is every bin on the street proudly
proclaims the slogan! And all it took to achieve this were 8 words placed on
the side of a few bins, and a little time and effort from everyone in Dayton.

4+ Dayton has more patents per capita than any city in America. Itis a city of
ideas. The cash register, the stepladder, microfilm, beverage cans, the movie
projector, space food, parking meters, the starter engine, the jet engine, gas
masks and the parachute were all created in Dayton. Imagine if one such
town can have such an impact on the world, what impact America could
have if all her creative efforts were focussed on achieving a better life for the
future.

—
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The Interview

Secret Service Agent Miller

“Good afternoon. My name is Agent Miller of the United States Secret Service. |
have been directed by order of the President of the United States to meet with
each of you. Your President has asked you to serve at his pleasure based on your
experience, your skills and your expertise.

“As you all know, the President was elected as an independent candidate.
Neither the Democratic or the Republican Party’s candidates were successful. This
is a unique situation that presents the new Administration with a number of unusual
problems. One of these problems involves recruiting key White House staff.

“The President has instructed the Secret Service to meet with you - in private - to
vet you for positions in the Administration’s “think tank”. Your role will be to assist
the President, or Bill as we all know him, achieve his 10-point plan by ensuring all 10
pieces of legislation are passed through the United states Congress, and to
manage any political situations affecting the nation that may arise.

“Now, ladies and gentlemen, the Secret Service will meet with you one at a time
to ask a series of questions to ensure you are eligible for security clearance to work
at the White House, and ask a few key questions in relation to your new roles and
responsibilities.”

The Secret Service will interview each of the Players one-at-a-time at the behest of
the new President of the United States of America. The new President, Bill, is asking
the Players to serve their country by assisting the White House achieve his agenda.

During the interview, the Secret Service will hand each player a copy of Bill’s 10-
point plan summarising the pieces of legislation that he wishes to pass.

Players will then be asked to expound upon their answers to the 3 questions that
appear on the reverse side of their Character Sheets.

The Secret Service will also hint at Bill’s nature (i.e. “What do you know about Bill?
He’s a small-town man who believes in honesty, integrity and accountability,
capturing the imagination of the American people.”).

—
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The State of the Union Address

Prior to being taken to the White House to begin their new roles, the Players will be
escorted by the Secret Service to garner their first glimpse of the new President as
Bill gives the State of the Union address in the United States House of
Representatives :

Bill
[Cue Track 1 : “Star Spangled Banner’]
“My fellow Americans :

“America has a dream. A dream to aspire to greatness, to greet the future and
fulfil all its hopes. America needs to wake up and realize its dream.

“But what is America? Ladies and gentlemen, America is its people. We are
America and we need to wake up.

“We hold our America’s destiny in our own hands. We can choose to slumber
uneasily, or take charge of our nation’s fate. Each and every one of us as a
valued member of our own society must take responsibility to achieve these goals.
To sleep, to dream, or to aspire to greatness. That is our choice.

“It is you, the people, who have sent me to Washington. | am accountable to you.
And here | am, working to ensure America is responsible and accountable in her
actions, just like we all need to take responsibility for guiding our wonderful country.
For itis only by each and every one of us contributing, working, and striving to
make this land a better place to live, by all of us being accountable, that we will
achieve that vision. A vision not just for ourselves, but for our children.

“l have a plan — a 10-Point Plan - to help us realise that vision. We need to begin
looking after our beautiful country. We all need to contribute to our Nation’s
security and well-being, both here and abroad. We need to learn and study to
make America a brighter and wiser place. We need a responsible Space Program
to reach the next frontier. We need a job for every American who wants to work.
We need a fair tax system, a fairer trade policy, to be able to end the war on
drugs, and embrace those who want to be American!

“My friends, | cannot do this alone. No man can do this on their own. What | need
- no, what we need - most of all, is you!”

—
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The White House

Chief of Staff

‘Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, to the White House. | am the Chief of Staff, the
man responsible for overseeing everything that goes on inside the White House.
I‘'ve been asked to take you on a tour of the Office while the President, or Bill as he
prefers to be referred to, is completing his duties on Capitol Hill after the State of
the Union address.

“We will begin with a tour, followed by a briefing, where | will outline why the
President...” (Pause) “Why Bill has asked for your help.

“This is the West Wing, where the Executive Branch of the Government is located.
This section of the White House was originally commissioned by President Theodore
Roosevelt as a temporary office. Opened in 1902, it has since housed the Cabinet
Room, Presidential Office, Press Corp and Situation Room, all of which are still in use
to this day.

“If everyone is ready, please follow me and we’ll begin the tour.”

Press Room : “Now we come to the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room, named
after the White House Press Secretary who was shot during the attempt on
President Regan’s life in 1981.

“In the 30’s, a swimming pool was built on this location to honour President Franklin
Roosevelt and assist him with his crippling condition. The pool was donated by the
citizens of New York and is still intact to this day beneath us. If you need to know,
the Press are located at the shallow end.

“Forty years later, the swimming pool was transformed into the Press Room by
President Nixon to meet the increasing demand for television news. It was recently
re-modelled in 2000, and now over 18 miles of fibre-optic cabling supplies the
media with the speed they need to file stories to sink an Administration anytime of
the day or night.

“All Press Briefings conducted by your team will occur in this room, where you will
have an opportunity to stand behind the podium and address the Presidential
media pool.

“Next stop, the Situation Room.”
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Situation Room : “This is the heart of the Executive Branch, the room where the fate
of the world is decided at the push of a button. You’ll mainly be working out of
here to help Bill solve any situations that may arise, whether they relate to domestic
or foreign policy.

“You see, Bill’s not a Washington man. He’s an outsider, and he knows this. He
needs you - that’s right, you — to help him achieve his vision. As you all know the
in’s and out’s of D.C., Bill’s relying on you to help pass each part of his 10-Point Plan
through Congress and handle any... complications that may arise. It’s an
ambitious plan as you’ve heard. Not because he’s an ambitious man, but
because he believes this is what we need to do.

“As Bill would say, ‘Evil thrives where good men fear to tread...” And Bill’s more
than likely going to tread on more than a few toes in this town! Hopefully you’ll be
able to massage any sore feet along the way.

“Now if you’re ready, let’s make our way to the Roosevelt Room.”

Roosevelt Room : “This is the Roosevelt Room. In 1909, President Taft built the first
Oval Office here in the centre of the West Wing. It was moved by President
Franklin Roosevelt to its current position during renovations in 1934 to allow his
wheelchair easy access to the Rose Garden.

“President Franklin Roosevelt called this the Fish Room, where he displayed an

aquarium he was said to like. President John F. Kennedy continued the nautical
theme into his Presidency. It was named by President Richard Nixon in honour of
both President Roosevelt’s for the construction and renovation of the West Wing.

“The Roosevelt Room is used as a conference room, where high level meetings
with Government leaders and foreign dignitaries are held. The fate of world has
been decided in here more than once. Let’s all hope you don’t have to use this
room anytime soon.

“Moving right along, it’s time to visit the most important room in the West Wing, the
Oval Office.”

The Oval Office : “Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the Office of the President
of the United States. This is the Oval Office. The characteristic shape of this room is
attributed to President George Washington, who in his home in Philadelphia had
two oval rooms where he hosted formal receptions, called leeves. As his guests
formed a circle around him, the President could stand in the centre to greet them,
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ensuring everyone was an equal distance from the President. It has become a
symbol of democracy world-wide for more than just this very reason.

“Over here you will see is the Presidential Desk, built from the timbers of the HMS
Resolute, a British naval vessel ice bound off the coast of Greenland in 1854. It was
discovered abandoned by the American ship, the George Henry, and returned to
England, where the vessel remained in service for the next 20 years. When the
HMS Resolute was decommissioned, Queen Victoria requested the wood be used
to create a desk as a symbolic gift of friendship between our two nations.

“Behind the desk is the Gunlocke Oval Office chair, upholstered in soft, top-grain,
black leather and designed to suit the President’s specific seating requirements. In
front of us is the official Presidential Rug. It is a tradition that every President
designs a rug for the Oval Office. You will note that the current President has
elected to select a pattern that reflects the American flag rather than the symbol
of office.

“On the table there is a bowl of M&M’s decorated with the Presidential Seal. Help
yourself to a few if you’d like, they’re free. Bill likes the red, blue and white ones.

“If you find yourself called to the Oval Office, be prepared.”

As the Players are walking back through the West Wing, an aide approaches the
Chief of Staff :

“Ladies and gentlemen, I’'m afraid I’m going to have to call a holt to the tour at

this time... A spy plane’s just crashed in China. We’re needed in the Situation
Room. Welcome to the White House!”

—
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2. Crises and Votes

The White House

Room Purpose

The Press Room Players are able to address the media re: crises and
petitions for support for bills/legislation

The Situation Room The Players ‘base camp’, where they will plan strategies to
manage crises and pass bills/legislation through Congress

The Roosevelt Room | Players are able to use this room to meet with factions or
ambassadors to manage crises and garner support for
bills/legislation

The Oval Office Naughty Players who make immoral or unethical decisions
will be ordered to speak with Bill, where the POTUS Cliché
Engine will take effect!

The Game will begin with Players managing the 1st Crisis : A Spy Plane crashing in
China.

Every 15 - 20 minutes, Bill will send a piece of legislation to the Hill, where the U.S.
Congress will vote for it to either be ratified into law or rejected.

In-between legislation, every 15-20 minutes another political crisis will break!

i.e. Every 10 minutes or so, either a bill will be sent to the Hill for a vote, or a crisis will
occur. This will keep Players on their toes!

Players will have to shuffle their efforts between managing crises and securing
votes to pass legislation. Success breeds success. Failure makes it harder to pass
future pieces of legislation.

Whenever Players resolve a crisis or pass a bill via means that are contrary to Bill’s
values, they will be called to the Oval Office to justify their actions, and then atone
for not doing things, “The right way” (see the POTUS Cliché Engine for more
information).

The crises appear below. A copy of Bill’s legislative policies and agenda appears
at the end of the module.

—
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Crises

Players will need to address each of the problems affecting the four measures in
order to successfully manage all areas of a crisis. The President’s popularity poll,
and hence the Congressional ‘swing vote’ gained, are determined by how many
measures are addressed.

Each crisis is loosely defined and open to interpretation (i.e. freeform in nature!).
15 minutes into the 1st Crisis, Bill’s first piece of legislation, his Transport Policy will
pass through Congress with a 51% majority vote due to the influence of the Vice-
President. After this, the 2nd Crisis : Vice-President is Impeached for Espionage will
occur.

The crises and bills will continue until the 2-hour point, at which stage Scene 3.

America the Brave will occur.

1. Spy Plane Crashes in China

Key Measures Consequences
Homeland Security | Technology falls into Chinese hands
Domestic Policy American servicemen held prisoner on foreign soil in a
Chinese prison
Foreign Policy Trade embargo by China
Politics International credibility in the United Nations

A U.S. Spy Plane flying over northern China has crashed due to technical
difficulties. The six-man crew is under threat of being captured by the Chinese
military if the Players do not respond quickly, and the Plane contains important U.S.
cryptography technology that holds security codes and vital intelligence
information the Chinese would love to crack! If the Chinese find either the crew or
the plane, this will lead to a diplomatic incident, instigating a trade embargo and
affecting America’s credibility in the U.N.

—
A Pointless Mental Cruelty Production © Page 16



—

2. Vice-President is Impeached for Espionage

Key Measures Consequences
Homeland Security | The Nuclear Football / national security is compromised
Domestic Policy Negative publicity from the media re: Bill, his Administration
and the CIA/FBI/NSA!
Foreign Policy Denial by the French and an international scandal affecting

U.S. — European relations

Politics If the Vice-President is a spy, who else is?!? Macarthyism
returns to the U.S.! All members of the Administration will have
to sit through an impeachment trial in the Senate

The Vice-President, George, has been inadvertently blackmailed by the French to
spy for them! If he failed to follow his handler, Fifi’s instructions, she threatened to
release compromising pictures of this married man in all sorts of inexplicable
positions. The Players will need to handle this issue before the story’s leaked to the
media, National Security is compromised and everyone, including Bill, is brought
before the Senate!

It is likely this crisis will lead to the Vice-President being removed from office or
resigning, a key point later on in the Game.

3. Ex-Soviet Missile Has Gone Missing!

Key Measures Consequences

Homeland Security | The Russian Mafia are blackmailing the U.S. Administration for
50 Million dollars, or threatening to detonate the device on

U.S. soill

Domestic Policy Mass panic and rioting in all American cities, especially if the
news reaches the Media!

Foreign Policy U.S. — Russian relations affected as nuclear de-stabilisation
begins to make the Russians ‘trigger-happy’

Politics Failure to protect America from imminent danger affects Bill’s

standing with the U.S. Congress as he demonstrates the
inability and lack of experience or credentials to manage a
global crisis!

The Russian Mafia have stolen an old Soviet warhead from a Ukrainian missile silo
by bribing the local General watching the device. They have threatened America
in order to blackmail $50,000,000.00 out of Bill’s Administration.

—
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The device is on its way via Afghanistan to the U.S. or a black market buyer
(terrorist group?). The Russians aren’t too willing to acknowledge there’s a
problem, if this hits the media mass panic will spread and Congress will lose faith in
Bill’s ability to govern. What to do?!?

4. Earthquake hits California

Key Measures Consequences

Homeland Security | The NORAD supercomputer responsible for maintaining
America’s readiness for defence is damaged by the

earthquake

Domestic Policy Bill will receive extremely bad publicity if he doesn’t do “The
right thing” as he’s always talking about!

Foreign Policy Overseas aid could overshadow U.S. efforts if the

Government is too slow off the mark, or under resources
FEMA'’s relief efforts

Politics The Administration may have to appear before a Senate
committee to justify their efforts if they do not address the
problem of re-building California!

An earthquake 8.5 on the Richter scale hits the San Andreas fault-line, affecting Los
Angeles and San Francisco, California. What will the Players do to address this
natural disaster and help the nation in a time of great need?

5. Military Coup in Venezuela

Key Measures Consequences

Homeland Security | An American ally, the President of Venezuela has been
attacked by terrorists. If the U.S. does not intervene, does it
condone terrorism and military coups?

Domestic Policy As Venezuela is the major U.S. oil port in South America, the
price of oil will rise to over $100.00 U.S. a barrel, increasing
inflation and impacting the economy

Foreign Policy Destabilisation of Venezuela will have a domino effect,
inspiring regime change/terrorists in other South American
countries to rebel/attempt coups

Politics The loss of key oil supplies will panic OPEC, with unpredictable
results. Will there be long-term supply shortages? Will this
destabilise the Middle-East?!?

—
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The President of Venezuela is held up in the Presidential Palace, which the
Venezuelan military have surrounded. Martial law is being enforced on the streets
as a coup de tat occurs. General Herendez is in charge of the coup, aiming to
install a right-wing military regime over the popularist Venezuelan President’s
governance.

As this country controls a key oil port and oil reserves, failure to intervene in some

fort to stabilise the situation will destabilise the U.S. economy, possibly the rest of
South America and lead to the OPEC cartel doing who knows what?!?

6. New York’s Bid for the 2016 Olympic Games is Threatened!

Key Measures Consequences

Homeland Security | The safety of Olympic Delegates is at stake, as they are being
subverted on U.S. soil... America will be held responsible if
something happens at a ‘party’ to one of the Delegates!

Domestic Policy Bill will lose the support of the cynical liberals and big business
in New York
Foreign Policy America’s dominance at and influence on the Olympics will

wane, with China emerging as the new contender for world
sporting nation!
Politics Funding for sports will be cut by Congress, affecting athletics

programs, little league and other community-based sporting
events

What will the President’s men do to ensure that the World Olympic Organisation
votes for New York to host the 2016 Olympic Games? Japan, Russia and South
Africa are in contention, bribing officials left, right and centre, wining and dining
them, and showering them with gifts. Losing the Games will disenfranchise the
citizens of New York, affect America’s national sports programs and could lead to
embarrassment if Delegates are not kept under control!

—
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7. International Space Station Threatened

Key Measures Consequences

Homeland Security | Danger of militarising space/Space Station crashing on U.S.
soll

Domestic Policy If America has to pay for the Space Station, the American
budget will go into deficit, affecting the economy

Foreign Policy If the Space Station crashes, it will be an international disaster

Politics At home the Station is considered a waste of time, money
and resources, with both sides of politics looking to find out
who is to blame?

The International Space Station is running out of money, and may enter the Earth’s
atmosphere unless urgent repairs are conducted. Unfortunately, Europe refuses to
continue to fund the Station... Something needs to be done, and quickly!

—
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3. America [he Brave

The Death of a Good Man

Bill goes to his home town of Dayton, Ohio to launch his Education Policy at the
Orville and Wilbur Wright Elementary School. The visit is an attempt for Bill to gain
support via the media for one of his most difficult Policies from the ‘swing voters’ in
Congress.

The Players and the President will board Air Force One to fly to Dayton. During the
flight (as the Players are likely scrambling with a crisis or bill over the plane’s
communications network), Bill will talk to his team, shaking each person by the
hand and thanking them individually for their efforts.

He will let everyone know the reason for the visit : “l want you to see the effects of
the Policies you’ve helped me to implement”.

When the President’s entourage arrives at the Orville and Wilbur Wright Elementary
School, they will see a group of 1st graders (6 year olds) seated on the floor with
their parents standing behind them.

Any corrupted interpretations of Policy are reflected by comments made by
parents/children attending the launch, demonstrated if possible (i.e. Missing
children due to a Policy? Out of work parent? Etc...).

After Bill’s brief speech launching the Education Policy, he will turn to the Players,
his advisors, and speak to them candidly :

Bill

“l wanted you to see the reason | stood for office. It wasn’t for the power, the
glory, the status, or even for myself. It was for these children and their future, so
they have a better world to live in. It’s been said before but I’ll say it again, they
are our future. Cleaner air, an education, better jobs, food on the table... Thisis
what we all want. And that’s what I’m trying to do.

“Why don’t you guys sit with the kids awhile, answer a few questions and read to
them for a bit. Then we’ll go back to Washington and its old men and
bureaucracy, and see what we can do for these kids.”
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Questions the children have include :

“What’s it like to work in the White House?”
“What’s Mr Bill like?”

“When did you want to first work for Mr Bill?”
“One day | want to be President!”

kR ok

Each of the Players should have an opportunity to read one of the highlighted
passages from “Scrooge” to the children, and watch their smiles.

Then, it’s time to leave...

As you leave the school, there is a slight chill in the air. Itis drizzling outside. The
entourage walks down the steps out of the building and begins to head down the
path leading to the Presidential motorcade. Just as Bill reaches the edge of the
playground, near the school flagpole, BANG! You hear a single shot ring out.

There is mass confusion. Four Secret Service Agents leap on to Bill as he falls to the
ground. The First Lady begins screaming. And the rain begins to pour!

Bill will be shot by a group involved in one of the crises. This should be based on
which crisis was the messiest for the Players, their suspicions or what seems
appropriate. Examples assassins include :

+ The Chinese killing Bill in retaliation for the trouble he caused due to the Spy
Plane incident,

+ The French (Fifi?) killing Bill due to the Vice-Presidential scandal,

+ The Russian Mafia / terrorist group who were to buy the nuclear weapon kiling
Bill for interfering in the matter,

+ The Venezuelan General’s men killing Bill for thwarting the coup,

+ Big business authorising a ‘professional hit” by mercenaries due to Bill’s ethical
stand,

+ FEtc...
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The Funeral

Cut to the Funeral at Arlington, West Virginia. The President’s funeral. The Priest
invites Beth to give a eulogy:

Beth :
[Cue Track 2 : “The Last Post”]

“I'm hurting. I’m hurting very deeply. Lots of people have come and told me the
same thing, we are all hurting with the loss of a truly wonderful man.

“l don’t think I’'ve ever felt this badly. But once, when | was feeling very low, Bill
came up and told me to look beyond myself, remember that there is a wide world
out there. That we are only here for a short while, and it’s what we do that counts.
And even when we are gone, our actions remain to speak for us.

“Bill had a lot of work planned, a lot of things that needed to be done. There’s
work still to be done. If Bill were here, he’d ask each of you to do the right thing in
the right way. To get the job done. To be responsible for your own choices. This
was the message he used when he first stood before us. His words. And they’re
the words | use now he’s gone.

“Bill’s legacy is his Plan. It’s bigger than one man. It’s not just about one man. It’s
about us. | ask everyone to work together, to get beyond their own personal goals
and take our future into our own hands. For the future. Our children’s future, and
the future of our beautiful country.

“Thank you all for your support in this difficult time. | will be watching. And | know
that so will Bill!”

After the funeral, the Players will have an opportunity to pass on their condolences
to Beth. She will politely smile and thank them for all of their hard work, saying only
she wants to see Bill’s legacy continued, and justice for America.

—
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4. America The Beautiful

Constitutional Crisis

After the funeral, the Chief of Staff will take the Players into the Situation Room and
outline the current situation to them.

With the death Bill and the removal of the Vice-President, the Republican Speaker
of the House, 90 year-old Mortimer Whittaker from Virginia is in line for the
Presidency. Players will have 30 minutes to achieve one of the following goals :

4+ Elect a new President by an act of Congress to ensure the Speaker of the
house, Mortimer does not move into the White House,

+ Find Bill’s killer(s) and bring them to justice “The right way”,

+ Fulfil Bill’'s legislative legacy.

As usual, a crisis should interrupt the Player’s efforts to ensure they’re kept busy...
Players will have the opportunity to pass one piece of legislation or “Act of

Congress” directly after Bill’s death with a majority vote (a unanimous vote if they
do an exceptional job). After that, it’s politics as usual...

The Penultimate Scene

The penultimate scene will be their final effort to achieve as many of their goals as
possible. This will likely be either a Press Conference or (more likely) a direct
appeal to the United States Congress!

The Finale

[Cue Track 3 : “America the Beautiful’’]
The final scene may be :
+ A spot on “Larry King Live” reviewing Bill’s administration, where Larry interviews

each of the Players on their efforts to achieve Bill’s agenda and their memories
of Bill,

—

A Pointless Mental Cruelty Production © Page 24



—

+ The trial of Bill’'s murderer (if they are brought to trial), where players will have an
opportunity to testify as to Bill’s vision and his character,

+ The aftermath of the Player’s actions (i.e. the election of a new President, or
key policy that was implemented the Players spent a lot of time focussing on).
Again, this should have the Players being able to participate in some fashion,
whether directly or indirectly.

Whatever the conclusion may be, Beth will make an appearance near the end.

If the Players have espoused Bill’s values or atoned for errors made in the past,
Beth will thank them, saying only Bill would be proud.

If the Players have failed to live up to Bill’s expectations of them, Beth will say how
disappointed Bill would be, wherever he is...

—
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Terminoloo | |

Secret Service
Code Names

Definitions

Bamboo Presidential motorcade

Birds-Eye Department of State

Bookstore White House Communications Centre / Press Gallery
Cement Mixer White House Situation Room

Cobweb Vice-President’s Office

Code Blue Indicates the President has been injured

Crash Instruction to secure the White House due to a threat
Eagle President of the United States of America (POTUS)
Flamingo White House Press Secretary

Nuclear Football Nuclear Weapons Playbook (i.e. “The Red Button”)
Pacemaker Vice-President’s Staff

Angel/Cowpuncher

Air Force One

Wheels Down

Air Force One has Landed

Media
Designations

Definitions

On the Record

Information officially released by the White House

Off the Record

Reporters are not allowed to publish anything mentioned
to them “Off the Record”

Background

This information will not be attributed to a “Senior White
House Official”

Deep Background

This information will not be attributed to a vague source,
such as an “Administrative Source”

—
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The U.S. Congress

There are approximately 400 voting Congressmen and Women who can vote in
the United States House of Representatives. The Congress is where Legislation is
passed, with a 51% majority of the Legislative Assembly being required to pass a Bill

into law.

Currently the voting trends and factions within United States Congress are

represented as per the summary below :

FOHCEl Percentage Factions Percentage
Affiliation
Republicans 259 Conservatives 20%
Neo-Conservatives 5%
Big Business The Media 5%
15% Red Necks 5%
Walll Street 5%
Democrats 259 Lib(.a.rals 20%
Political Zealots 5%
Lobby Groups Activists 5%
15% Independents 5%
Minorities 5%
Swing Vote 20% of Congress represents the
(General Public) 20% ‘Swing Vote’.

These Congressmen vote based on the
President’s Popularity Poll results

Public Opinion Polls

Public Opinion Polls are conducted by both sides of politics, the media and the
White House. Polling occurs to determine the American public’s opinion towards
actions taken by the current Administration (i.e. the President) on various issues,

such as political crises.

20% of the United States Congress relies on this information to hold their seats, as
the public are the constituents who have elected them into office.

Those politicians loyal to one of the major U.S. political parties, the Democrats and
the Republican Party, vote based on their ideology and allegiance to their faction.

—
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The 10 Point Plan |

Passed?

Policy

Blocked By

Bill’s Vision

a

Transport

Republicans

"Space is the future, we need
to go to the next Frontier"

g

Social Security

Democrats

"A job for every American who
wants to work™

Treasury

Republicans

"The more you earn, the more
you pay"

Trade

Democrats

"American made, Americans
paid! Tariffs on goods made
overseas"

Immigration

Republicans

"Our borders are open to
those embrace our Way of
Life"

Law Enforcement

Democrats

"Give the Police more powers
so they can do their job and
keep us safe”

Environmental

Republicans

"We need to look after Our
Beautiful Country for the
future"

Drug

Democrats

"A proud American doesn't
need drugs, those that do are
not American”

Education

Republicans

"Free education for a better
future for all Americans"

Defence

Democrats

"Everyone should perform their
Civic Duty four Our Country"

Congressional Swing Votes

0% | 1% | 2% | 3%

4% | 5% | 6% | 7% | 8%

9% | 10% | 11% | 12%

13% | 14% | 15% | 16% | 17% | 18% | 19% | 20%
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10 All-Purpose Answers to Tough Questions

1. “No comment. Next...”
2. “That’s a very interesting question, and one that merits further thought.”
3. “We are working on that issue as we speak.”

4. “Given the complexities of this on-going issue, | would prefer not to address
that in detall at this time.”

5. “Isee you’ve been doing your homework. I’ll turn that question over to the
experts.”

6. “I'll be sure that someone from the White House staff gets back to you on
that very important question.”

7. “lI believe we’ve said all that we need to say on that subject.”
8. “Thank you. Next...”

9. “You guys in the Press ask the most interesting questions. I’ll have to get back
to you. Next...”

10.“I’m sorry, we don’t have time for follow-ups. Next...”

—
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SAVE A Game for VORPAL |CON 2006
by
poinziess (Mencal CrueLtY

Resume : Cameron Wentworth

Age : 33 Race . Caucasian
Affiliation : Democratic Party Gender : Male
Year : Event :
1976 Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1980-1991 | Brookfield Academy, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Elementary, Junior and Senior High School
“The life of the school is the life of the mind.”
4.0 Grade Point Average

Class Valedictorian

Student Body President

Debate Team Champion

1992-1995 | George Washington University, Washington D.C.
Undergraduate Degree - Political Science

e Young Democrat

e Student Administration Officer

1995 Intern — Department of Commerce
Masters Degree - Political Science
¢ 1 Year Residency

1996-1998 | Adie — Congressman Wellington
2nd Congressional District of Philadelphia
¢ Assisted Committee on Energy and Commerce

1999 Campaign Strategist — Senator Edwards Re-election Campaign
Senator for Wisconsin

e Speechwriter

¢ Senator was re-elected successfully with 62% of the vote

2000-2006 | Political Advisor — Senator Edwards
Senator for Wisconsin

2007 Senior Strategic Analyst - Presidential Democratic Campaign
¢ Keynote Speechwriter
e Democratic Presidential Candidate was unsuccessful

2008 Special Assistant to Chief of Staff — White House Operations
e Appointed by the President of the United States of America
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www.pointlessmentalcruelty.com




SAVE A Game for VORPAL |CON 2006
by
DointLess (MNercal CrueLtT'

Resume : Fiona Dawson

Age : 30 Race : Caucasian
Affiliation : Democratic Party Gender : Female
Year : Event :
1978 Born in Berlin, Germany

e American citizen by birth
e Daughter of Joseph Dawson, U.S. Intelligence Attaché serving in Berlin,
West Germany

1983-1987 | Brandenburg International School, Berlin, West Germany

1988-1995 | Western Academy of Beijing, China

Junior and Senior High School

¢ Joseph Dawson, U.S. Ambassador to China and family transferred to
Beijing, China

e 4.0 Grade Point Average

¢ American-Chinese Theatrical Society

e Debutante

1996-2002 | Northwestern University, Chicago, lllinois

Doctorate (PhD) - Communications/International Relations
e Languages: French, German and Mandarin

e Student Environmental Activist

e Young Democrat

2001-2003 | Freelance Journalist, Europe

Reuters International Press

LoneyPlanet™

¢ Travelled throughout Europe and Asia

¢ Wrote cultural articles focussing on conflick and travelogues

2004 Intern — State Department
e Participated in 1 Year Training Program
¢ Reference provided by Joseph Dawson

2005-2007 | Consul — U.S. Embassy of China (Hong Kong)
e Assisted Consul-General
e Compiled inteligence Chinese military activities

2008 Special Assistant to Secretary of State — State Department
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SAVE A Game for VORPAL |CON 2006

by
poinziess (Nercal CrueLtT'

Resume : Major General Lindsay Arnold

Age . 48 Race : Caucasian
Affiliation : Republican Party Gender : Male
Year : Event :
1960 Born in Farmington, Connecticut
1966-1972 | Union Elementary School, Farmington, Connecticut
1973-1975 | Irving A. Robbins Middle School, Farmington, Connecticut
1976-1978 | Farmington High School, Connecticut
e 3.7 Grade Point Average
e High School Football Team - Farmington Bears
1978-1982 | “West Point” United States Military Academy, New York
Undergraduate Degree — Bachelor of Military Science
“To educate, train, and inspire... the values of Duty, Honor, Country...”
¢ Member of the “Black Nights of the Hudson” Football Team
1983-2008 | Military Officer - United States Army
e 1983: 2nd Lieutenant Infantry
e 1986: 1% Lieutenant Infantry
e 1990: Captain Special Forces (Gulf War)
e 1992: Major Special Forces
e 1997: Lieutenant Colonel Intelligence Corps
e 1999: Colonel Special Operations Group
e 2003: Brigadier General Infantry
e 2006: Major General Infantry
Decorations
e 1986: Good Conduct Medal
e 1986: Army Overseas Service Ribbon
e 1992: Presidential Unit Citation Insignia — Iraq, 1991
e 1994: Distinguished Services Medal
e 2003: Meritorious Service Medall
1986 Married — Mrs Judith Arnold
e 1989: Michael Arnold, born in Maryland
2008 Strategic Analyst assigned to Chief of Staff of the Army
Joint Chiefs of Staff
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SAVE A Game for VORPAL |CON 2006

by
DointLess (Nercal CrueLtT'

Resume : Jonathon Sinclair

Age : 33 Race : Caucasian
Affiliation : Republican Party Gender : Male
Year : Event :
1975 Born in Boston, Massachusetts
¢ Son of Senator Leonard Sinclair, Senator for Massachusetts 1971-1983
1980-1986 | The Chestnut Hill School, Newton, Massachusetts
Elementary School
1987-1989 | Brimmer and May Middle School, Newton, Massachusetts
e 1987: State Spelling Bee Champion
1990-1992 | Boston College High School, Massachusetts
¢ 5.0 Grade Point Average
e Participated in Rotary International Leadership Program
1993-1997 | Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Undergraduate Degree - History
Undergraduate Degree - Law
e Languages: Aramaic, Arabic, Latin
e Harvard Glee Club
1998-1999 | Intern — CIA Langley, Virginia
o 2 Year Tradecraft Development Program
2000 Clerk — CIA Langley, Virginia
e Data Analysis and Transcription
2001-2006 | Analyst — CIA Langley, Virginia
e 2001: Middle-Eastern Bureau
e 2003: Kurdistan Operational Inteligence Group
e 2004: Terrorist Threat Analysis & Elimination Think-Tank
2007 Senior Analyst — CIA Langley, Virginia
¢ Responsible for compiling daily briefings for Assistant Director of Central
Intelligence
2008 Senior Intelligence Analyst - White House Operations

¢ Appointed by Director of Central Intelligence — CIA Langley, Virginia
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SAVE A Game for VORPAL |CON 2006
by
DointLess (MNercal CrueLtT'

Resume : Helen Addison

Age : 36 Race . African-American
Affiliation : Republican Party Gender : Female

Year : Event :

1972 Born in Harlem, New York

1976-1982 | 57th Street School, The Bronx, New York
Elementary and Junior High School

1985-1990 | John F Kennedy High School, The Bronx, New York
e 4.0 Grade Point Average
e Basketball Cheerleader

1991-1993 | Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Undergraduate Degree - Law

¢ MENSA member

¢ Pro bono volunteer work for Student Council

¢ Squash Champion

1994-1996 | Stanford University, Stanford, California
Masters - Law

¢ Young Republican

¢ Graduated with Distinction

1997 Associate - Thomson, McGreggor and Hurst
e 2 year internship with prominent New York Law firm

1998 Assistant — New York District Attorney’s Office
e 1998: Internship

e 2000: Junior Prosecutor

e 2002: Prosecutor

2006-2007 | Legal Counsel — Presidential Republic Campaign
e Senior Legal Consultant for campaign regulation
¢ Republican Presidential Candidate was unsuccessful

2008 Special Assistant to Attorney General — Justice Department
e Appointed by the President of the United States of America
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