
Windows XP Prefetch feature.
What is Prefetch?
The prefetch folder is used for speeding up your system. The way it does this is by doing the following:

1. Windows XP is configured to prefetch application and program components so that when you load them to memory; it 
appears to be very quick. 

2. When XP does this the first time, it winds up copying portions of the program to the prefetch area of your local disk. 
3. When XP boots up, XP will prefetch portions of the files you use the most. 
4. XP loads all associated files, libraries, and pointers necessary to run the program in advance, the preloaded subset makes 

your system appear quicker.

Prefetch when unattended can also slow down your system. This is because over time
XP will retain a copy of a portion of a program in the prefetch folder even if you only use it once,  you  may not use the program 
again, you may impact the performance of your system by having portions of a program you do not use loaded in your system's 
memory.
How to Cleaning the Prefetch Directory.

 

An easy way to clean 'Prefetch' is run the free software CCleaner.

Web address to download 'CCleaner' …..............   http://www.ccleaner.com/

Click the start button

Then click [Run...]2
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In the [Run] selection...
Type Prefetch then click [OK].
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With the 'Prefetch' folder open you can see some are quite
Big files.  
Press Ctrl-A to highlight all the files then Delete them.

To free up memory and have your computer start quicker,
Clean up 'Prefetch'  periodically.


