
 

Penrith Valley Seniors Centre 
86 Station Street Penrith N.S.W.2750 

Email pvscc@internode.on.net 

President:          George Bell        Tel: 4721 3681 Member:                      Pat Mitchell       Tel: 4735 3344 
Vice-President: Alan Lees            Tel: 4736 5541 Member:                      Anne Roddick    Tel: 4721 4343 
Secretary:          Zillah Warner     Tel: 4732 4248 Member:                      John Windle       Tel  4731 2149 
Treasurer:          Bert Foster         Tel: 4754 3008 Webmaster:                  Tom Lehane       Tel: 4721 5375 
Social Committee: Pat Mitchell, Zillah Warner, Anne Roddick  

Visit the clubs web page for training courses ....... www.users.on.net/pvscc/training.htm 
Weekly Schedule for Computer Courses  

Mondays 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing. 
Tutor: Zillah Warner 
<><><><><><><> 
 11.00 am to 12.30 pm Graphics. Tutor: Zillah Warner 

Tuesdays 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing 
Tutor Bert Foster 
<><><><><><><> 
1.00pm to 2.30 pm EBay shopping Tutor George Bell 

Wednesdays 9.30am to 11am Using the Software. 
Tutor: Tom Lehane 
<><><><><><><> 
1pm to 2.30pm Memories to TV.  Tutor John Windle 

Thursdays: 9.30am to 11am Beginners and Do your own 
thing. 
Tutors Pat Mitchell , Clare Dixon & Zillah Warner 

Fridays: 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing. 
Tutor Alan Lees  and John Windle 

‘Do your own thing’ means learn Word, Publisher, Excel  or 
browse the Internet. 

Please note: Wednesday afternoon classes on the 2nd Wednesday of each month are closed.  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

On Wednesday 21 March, 2007 between 9.30am and 3.30pm, a representative from Telstra will attend the 
Computer room and will be talking about the following items, How to create your own BigBlog, How to discover 
all your mobile phone features, how to keep your computer safe and secure and information tools for Next G 
service and other items. 
All members welcome. Need to know numbers attending." NO CHARGE. Morning tea provided. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
 
Microsoft used the January 2007 security update to induce users 
to try Internet Explorer 7.0 whether they wanted to or not. (There 
was an option not to download but was not clear). But after 
discovering they had been involuntarily upgraded to the new 
browser, they next found that application incompatibility with 
version 6.  We all find something new a little strange and liked 
the old way better. 
Some seniors at the computer club found the new redesigned 
interface a little confusing. The refresh button, which is now 
located immediately after the address bar was one that was 
confusing. Even after some members using it for a month, still 
find it hard to remember where the refresh button is located. 

 
You must have ‘Service Pack 2’ (SP2) installed on your XP 
computer to use Explorer 7. 

Those still running Windows 2000, ME or even 98 SE will be 
forced to continue using IE 6. 
 
The browser now has built-in tabbed browsing and Antiphishing 
technology. 
Web pages automatically shrink to fit on the printed page and 
there is a built in magnification for web page viewing. 
The new antiphishing technology, designed to prevent users from 
providing personal data to fraudulent Web sites is a good thing 
but not to be depended on for full protection. 
Tests carried out by independent computer magazines found it 
took an hour before the fraudulent Web site was reported to 
Microsoft’s database and issuing the avoidance. 
The most obvious change in IE7 is the addition of tabbed 
browsing. 
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You can view all the web pages loaded by clicking view tabs 
thumbnail button. Click a thumbnail image to switch to that page. 
Internet Explorer 7 has taken a page from FireFox and Opera web 
browsers and now includes a search box in the upper-right corner 
of the browser window. Click the down arrow and choose which 
search engine to use for that particular search. Google, AOL, 
MSN Yahoo just to name a few. 
With all these features some seniors at the club don’t like IE7 and 
want to remove it from their computer. Use the Add/Remove 
feature in the control panel and click on [Remove]. On some 
computers it will not show in the Add/Remove. Mainly the Beta 
version won’t show or uninstall. 
If this is the case then just leave it alone, don’t go deleting files or 
folders as some of Microsoft’s programs use parts of Internet 
Explorer code to download clip art in Word and most now use the 
internet to bring up the Help pages. 
Use another more friendly web browser with all the features of 
IE7. 
You can download FireFox at this web address 
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/ 
FireFox has tab browsing (had it long before IE7). 
Phishing Protection (similar to IE7). 
Pop-up Blocker.  Protection from Spyware.  
 
The other good web browser is Opera 9 found at 
http://www.opera.com/download/ 
Tabbed browsing (one of the first to have this feature). 
Thumbnail preview. (Hover your mouse on any tab to see a 
thumbnail preview). 
Fraud protection (same as Phishing Protection). 
Zoom. You can zoom the contents of any Web page from 20%-
1000% using the zoom dropdown or the + and - keys. 
There are many other features in FireFox and Opera and 
both are browsers are free. 
If you download one of these web browsers in preference to 
using IE7, clicking on the browser icon it will recognize that you 
are using another browser. Click the preferred box for the new 
browser and IE7 will just sit its folder and not load. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
A member asked my advice on buying a DVD burner for his 
computer. 
There are many brands on the market and some would prefer the 
more established manufactures and known brand names. So 
giving advice on what to purchase can be difficult. 
So this is just a guide on what to look for when shopping.  

When buying a DVD burner make sure it will burn  Plus and 
Minus. In the bad old days, when buying a DVD burner, you 
had to consider whether to purchase a DVD+R or DVD-R 
version. These were competing disc formats supported by two 
groups of major manufacturers of DVD players and drives. If 
you wanted to burn DVDs to be played in a DVD player, you 
had to be sure the burner and player supported the same format 
(plus or minus). Thankfully, nearly all new DVD burners now 
support both formats.  
But not all DVD home players support DVD+R. 
If you have an early DVD player they won’t play DVD+R. 
So make sure you buy a burner that burns both formats as with 
the price of DVD players getting cheaper you will upgrade one 
day. 
Also look for a Double-layer player and burner most DVD 
movies now have Double-layer and if you intend to back-up a 
DVD then you will find you will need Double-layer burner and 
player. 
 
Most recordable DVD discs are single-layer with a capacity of 
4.7G. However, double-layer discs hold an incredible 8.5G. 

Many new DVD burners support double-layer DVD+R 
(DVD+R DL) but few support the minus double-layer version 
(DVD-R DL). 
 
Everyone wants to burn at the highest speed, (Can’t wait for a 
good burn job). 
A lot of burners will write a 16x speed but you will find that not 
many DVD write disks will support that speed. I always 
recommend burning at 4x and make sure you get good results. 
But if the DVD burner supports high speed burn then by all 
means buy that one as DVDs will get better over time. 
 
What to buy. Well it’s always easier to spend other peoples 
money than your own. 
 
Samsung TS-H552, RRP $89 is a good budget drive that comes 
with all the cables and screws needed for installation, as well as 
the popular Nero burning software.  
Supported discs and write speeds Up to 2.4x DVD+R DL, 16x 
DVD+R, 12x DVD-R, 4x DVD+RW and DVD-RW; 40x CD-
R, 32x CD-RW. 
 
LiteOn SHM-165H6S , RRP $70 Dual Layer Internal 16x 
supports DVD+RW, DVD-RW and CD-R / CD-RW. 

 
 

 
Then you have the big names Pioneer, Sony and Plextor. Pioneer 
and Sony are around $90 mark and Plextor is around $200. But 
LiteOn and Samsung are very good value. 
 

 
 

The comments are from the editor’s research on Internet 
Explorer 7.  Also the  advice on DVD burners are not 
associated  with The Penrith Valley Seniors Computing Club 
Inc.  

The PVSCC and editor of this newsletter have no financial 
interest in the DVD burners recommend. Articles are intended as 
opinions and items of debate only. 
 

.  
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SINGLE MOUSE CLICK ON A DESKTOP ITEM. 

Some of our members have trouble double clicking a desktop icon to open the program. Once you get the feel of double 
clicking it becomes second nature. 
Members get confused with the double clicking an icon, but once they open a program (Microsoft Word or image software) 
they only need to click the toolbar once to open the options. They become mystified as to why is this needed? 
 
You can activate a single-click to open a desktop item by following these steps. 
 

Open [Control Panel] and click on [Folder Options]. 

 
 
In the [Folder Options], select the [General] tab. 
 
Left click on radio buttons, 

• Single-click to open an item (point to select). 
• Underline icon titles only when I point at them. 
• Left click [Apply] then [OK]. 

 
The task is now completed. 
When you point at a Desktop item it will underline the file name. One 
click will open the file. 
 
If you don’t like this option, return to [Folder Options] and left click 
[Restore Defaults] then click [Apply], [OK]. 

 
  

 


