
 

Penrith Valley Seniors Centre 
86 Station Street Penrith N.S.W.2750 

Email pvscc@internode.on.net 

President:          George Bell        Tel: 4721 3681 Member:                      Pat Mitchell       Tel: 9623 4358 
Vice-President: Alan Lees            Tel: 4736 5541 Member:                      Anne Roddick    Tel: 4721 4343 
Secretary:          Zillah Warner     Tel: 4732 4248 Member:                      John Windle       Tel  4731 2149 
Treasurer:          Bert Foster         Tel: 4754 3008 Webmaster:                  Tom Lehane       Tel: 4721 5375 
Social Committee: Pat Mitchell, Zillah Warner, Anne Roddick  

Visit the clubs web page for training courses ....... www.users.on.net/pvscc/training.htm 
Weekly Schedule for Computer Courses  

Mondays 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing. 
11.00 am to 12.30 pm Graphics. 
Tutor: Zillah Warner 

Tuesdays 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing 
11.00 am to 12.30 pm Graphics (Digital Editing). 
Tutor Bert Foster 

Wednesdays 9.30am to 11am Using the Software. 
Tutor: Tom Lehane 
1pm to 2.30pm Beginners, Internet/Email, and Genealogy 
Tutor: George Bell  and John Windle 

Thursdays: 9.30am to 11am Beginners, Card Making and 
Do your own thing. 
Tutors Pat Mitchell & Zillah Warner 

Fridays: 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing. 
Tutor Alan Lees  and John Windle 

‘Do your own thing’ means learn Word, Publisher, Excel or 
play on the Internet. 

Please note: Wednesday afternoon classes on the 2nd Wednesday of each month are closed.  
Local News. 
Wednesday afternoon classes now include the transfer of  35mm slides to the computer and burning on to a CD or DVD. 
Club tutor John Windle will assist with the transfer of your 35mm slides using the clubs new flat bed scanner.  

Also bring a CD with your digital photos. John will assist you in producing a DVD slide show using 
‘Memories to TV’ software. These DVDs can be played on a DVD player. Remember all you need is a 
CD with your photos. Most photo processing stores can load your images from the digital camera to a 
CD if you don't feel confidant to do so. The software, 'Memories to TV' makes a slide show of your 
images with beautiful image transitions and added music. Time: Wednesday afternoons from 1pm 
to 2.30pm. 
<><><><><><><><><> 
The club committee would like suggestions on how the club is going and how it could be 
improved. 

All suggestions are put to the committee to consider. One suggestion that has been acted on and will be implement  
next year, is club fees. Club fees are to be reduced to $10.00.  
Place your comments and suggestions in the letter box bolted to the bookshelves in the computer room or e-mail to: 
pvscc@internode.on.net 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
 
Another excellent class for digital photos is Bert 
Foster’s, Graphics (Digital Editing). 
Red-eye from the cameras flash can spoil an 
otherwise good photo. Tuesday's classes 'Digital 
Editing' with our tutor Bert Foster will assist with 
editing of your image to remove red-eye using 
PaintShop Pro 8. The classes are from 11am to 
12.30pm on  Tuesdays. 
 The Digital Editing class can scan  your damaged 
photos or 35mm slides into the computer using the 

club's scanner  and assist you to make repairs to  the copied image.  
Example above, the removal of unsightly bird droppings. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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The Computer Clubs Newsletter is now E-mailed in a 
PDF file format. Back issues are available on the club's 
web site also only in PDF format. Web Address..... 
http://www.users.on.net/pvscc/newsletter/newsletter.html 
 
So what is PDF? 
PDF stands for Portable Document Format.  
As the name implies, it can be used on other computer 
platforms. Adobe, the developers of PDF, market software 
to create, edit and read PDF files. Because the 
specifications of the file format are publicly available, a lot 
of other companies develop software for PDF as well.  
PDF is used more and more as a format to exchange 
data between applications. 
A  Portable Document Format can be produced and 
viewed on, 
Apple Computers, IBM computers, Unix workstation and 
Linux operating system. 
PDF files can be printed on a cheap ink jet printer as well 
as on an expensive image setter. 
The benefits of a PDF document  produced by a  
Portable Document Format  software are, all graphics, 
fonts and  document layout are the same as the 
original document. 
When viewed on another system, Apple Mac or Unix 
workstation every thing in the original document is 
faithfully reproduced. Page layout, fonts and graphics. 
 
The only disadvantage is you need special software to 
view, print or copy text from a PDF file. The user requires 
a Reader program. Adobe Acrobat reader is free.  The 
software is massive 2.2 meg (version 7)..Requires 90 
meg of hard-disk space. 
A smaller reader for every day use, 'FoxIt'  is only 862 kb. 
Requires 1,788 kb of hard-disk space. Also free. 
“FoxIt” may lack some of the bells & whistles of Adobe 
Acrobat but for most users this small Pdf reader is all that 
is required. 
Adobe Acrobat Reader is available from, 
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
FoxIt PDF reader is available from, 
http://www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/rd_intro.php 
Many of you may already have Acrobat Reader as 
software programs have this reader on their install disk. 
Manuals for the software are included on the install CD in 
PDF file format, and the Adobe Reader is incorporated on 
the CD. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
In April’s Newsletter I wrote about the life expectancy of a 
CD. 
A follow up about the experience of the ‘ABC’ archives 
can be found on the web link. 
www.abc.net.au/http/sfist/archivs.htm 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Some members expressed interest in copying some of 
their CD collection onto an MP3 player. 
To do this you need a program called a ripper and 
encoder to do the job. A ripper copies the song's file 
from the CD onto your hard disk. The encoder 
compresses the song into the MP3 format. 
The MP3 compression software reduces the number of 
bytes in a song without hurting the quality of the song's 
sound. The goal of the MP3 format is to compress a CD-
quality song by a factor of 10 to 14 without noticeably 

affecting the CD-quality sound. With MP3, a 32-megabyte 
(MB) song on a CD compresses down to about 3 MB. 
 By encoding songs, you can play them on your computer 
or take them with you on your MP3 player.  

 
You can write the MP3 files onto a data CD to save space 
on your hard disk. You can then listen to the files on any 
computer. Some modern car stereos and DVD players 
now have data-encoded MP3 sound files. 
 
What free software is available to rip my music CD to the 
computer and then convert the file to MP3. 
There are many free music ripping programs available but 
the data-encoding software was a problem. 
Because of software patents many ripping programs 
cannot distribute MP3 encoding software. 
Fraunhofer invented the MP3 compression code. 
Fraunhofer's patent on certain key algorithms involved in 
MP3 encoding, including U.S. Patent 5,579,430 and 
foreign counterparts. These patents were intended to 
prevent anyone from being able to create an MP3 
encoder without paying licensing fees to Fraunhofer, 
something that is difficult to enforce for an open source 
program (software code that is free to develop further) 
whose users live in dozens of countries, many of which 
do not recognize patents on algorithms. 
So some ripping programs are open source and include 
the MP3 compression code. 
One excellent free ripping program that includes MP3 
compression is Audiograbber.  Web link for download, 
http://www.audiograbber.com-us.net/ 
 

  
  
 See attached “Coffee Break” on its use. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

The comments are from the editor’s research and use of Audiograbber, 
Adobe Reader also FoxIt and are not associated with The Penrith Valley 
Seniors Computing Club Inc.  
Disclaimer - Articles contributed to this document and  
published as a service to members; do not necessarily reflect  
the opinion or policy of PVSCC Inc. Articles are intended as  
opinions and items of debate only.   
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Capture Music files from a CD and convert to MPG-3 for your Mpeg player. 
To capture music from your favourite CD to play on your portable Mpeg player requires converting the tracks to 
a compressed format. The most popular is MP3.  Ripping the tracks on your music CDs into MP3 files is easy 
using this tutorial to guide you through the process. You will need a program from the internet, Audiograbber 
(freeware). 
Found at this address, http://www.audiograbber.com-us.net/ 
 
 
 

 
Install and run Audiograbber.  
 

 
Selecting folder to save files.  
Example: ‘My Music’. 

1. Click on setting to choose the folder to 
save your music file. 

2. Place a tick in MP3 check box. 
3. Insert your CD and un-tick the tracks 

you don’t want to save. 
4. Left click the grab icon. 
5. Your music is now been converted to 

MP3 and saved to you selected folder. 
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