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Weekly Schedule for Computer Courses

Mondays 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing.
Tutor: Alan Lees

11.00 am to 12.30 pm Graphics (Digital Editing).

Tutor: Zillah Warner

Tuesdays 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing
11.00 am to 12.30 pm Graphics (Digital Editing).
Tutor Bert Foster

Wednesdays 9.30am to 11am Using the Software.

Tutor: Tom Lehane

1pm to 2.30pm Beginners, Internet/Email, and Genealogy
Tutor: George Bell

Fridays: 9.30am to 11am Beginners & Do your own thing.
Tutor Alan Lees

Thursdays: 9.30am to 11am Beginners, Card Making and
Do your own thing.
Tutors Pat Mitchell & Zillah Warner

Members please note that the computer club will be closed from December the 9™ 2005 until 30" of January
2006, unless attending the ASSCA training course. (See note below).

Surface sanding of the main halls floor and other maintenance will commence in early January. No
admittance to the centre for other activates from January the 8" to 16™ due to the above maintenance.

The President, George Bell and members of the committee wish everyone a merry Christmas and a
safe and prosperous new year.

On Wednesday 23" Michael Davis presented a workshop
and demonstration on the procedure to transfer Vinyl (LP
records) to a CD using the computer.

Forty four members and visitors assembled to listen and learn
from the presentation using the club’s computer video projector.
The interest shown was evident at question time.

All members, who wish to be tutors or mentors and who wish to
attend the course, to write their names at the foot of the poster on
the Club Notice Board or advise the Committee by email.

Lunch provided.
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In our October newsletter there was a column on digital cameras.

Michael demonstrated software to repair damaged recordings after
capturing the sound through the computers sound card. The types
of music compression software used and their ability to reproduce
the sound from the original.

President George Bell thanked Michael for a very informative and
well presented talk.

B S
George has arranged for the ASSCA training officer to come and
give us a one day 'Train the Trainer Class' on Friday 27 January
2006 between 9.30am and 3.30pm.

Please let me know, as soon as possible:
1. If you wish to attend, and
2. Who should be specifically invited to attend.

There was a small piece on batteries and memory cards for these
cameras.

Almost every digital camera sold today comes with insufficient
memory. In an effort to keep their prices lower, manufacturers
package cameras with memory cards that may hold as few as 16
images at the camera's highest JPEG resolution. Most shoppers
buy just the standard package and find that they need more
memory. On the other hand you may feel 16 images is OK
because you can delete any bad snap shots and you were
comfortable with the 20 photo roll film from the old camera.
With the old roll film camera removing a fully exposed roll and
placing a new one in the camera over came this short limitation of
a small memory card.

Sixteen images are far too few for a digital camera so invest in a
larger memory card.
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Batteries:

In more professional digital cameras and very slim line models
they use what is called proprietary batteries. Meaning they are
made for that type of camera which offers the advantage of being
lighter and more compact, but they are substantially more
expensive, making the prospect of buying one or two backup sets
of batteries much less appealing.

Similarly, digital cameras that use AA batteries are generally
supplied with a set of disposable alkaline batteries. Standard
alkaline batteries (like the ones used in most small electronic
devices) are not made for high-draw devices like digital cameras,
and will drain incredibly quickly - often in a matter of just 14
images. Some makers of super alkaline disposable batteries claim
over 100 images.

Rechargeable batteries are a must for digital cameras.

The only thing in favour of quality alkaline batteries is their shelf
life. They retain 90% of their power after five years on the shelf.
This is ideal for carrying a set for an emergence as rechargeable
batteries take a while to recharge.

Rechargeable batteries have very good response to power surges,
which means they provide reliable power over a longer period of
use.

There are two types of rechargeable batteries used in digital
cameras. This is of the AA replaceable type.

NiCad (Nickel Cadmium) are the most used rechargeable batteries
today.

The next most popular rechargeable battery is Nickel Metal
Hydride (NiMH).

All the above rechargeable batteries have a discharge rate while
not in use.

NiCad have a self-discharge rate of about (~20-25% a month).
Self-discharge means they lose power even if they're just sitting in
a draw -- shelf life for holding their charge is about 2-3 months.
NiMH share the same self-discharge rate as NiCads.

NiMH have a higher capacity than NiCads.

There are Lithium Ion batteries used in some cameras that are
designed for their use and they combine the best of NiCad and
NiMH. They have a low self-discharge rate of 5% a month. The
batteries require special circuitry for recharging.

Rechargeable batteries of the NIMH and NiCad type have a
voltage of 1.2 volts.

Lithium Ion AA-size cells have a voltage of 3.7 volts and
CANNOT be used in place of an Alkaline, NiCad, or NiMH cell
due to their higher voltage.

NiCad (Nickel Cadmium) and NiMH (Nickel Metal Hydride)
come in mAH (milliAmp Hours) power ratings. This rating is
displayed on the side of the cell (see image). NiCad mAH ratings
start as low as 700 mAh and are only for garden Solar Lights.
Don’t be tempted by their low price.
Purchase AA type NiCad (Nickel Cadmium) batteries starting
from 1650 mAH to 2100 mAH.

S NiMH (Nickel Metal Hydride)
rechargeable Batteries —range from 1800
mAh to 2500 mAh High Capacity.
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Rechargeable batteries cost more. But you must balance this
higher cost against the potential savings on the money you would
have spent on alkaline batteries.

Assuming you get 200 battery-equivalents from a set of NiCad
batteries the cost saving, per battery, for each battery type are as
follows:

Price, Alkaline = Price, NiCad Alkaline x200 | NiCad saving
cost
$3.50 $11.00 $700.00 $688.31

Minus the cheapest battery charger ‘Smart Rapid’ NiMH and
NiCd Battery Charger $22.00. This a first time lay out. Your
NiCad saving minus (-) $22.00 = § 666.31

How savings are calculated:

The alkaline battery price assumes that they are bought in packs of
two. The NiCad price assumes that they are brought in packs of
two.

It is assumed, as a general rule of thumb, that the cost of
recharging a battery is 1% of the cost of the ordinary battery.

The cost saving is therefore the cost of 200 alkaline batteries,
minus the cost of the NiCad, minus the cost of 200 recharges (1%
of the alkaline battery price).

The bottom line on all the above is, for digital camera use,
invest in at least a set of NiCad. For more staying power go
for NiMH batteries. Have a set of quality Alkaline for an
emergence as rechargeable batteries take a while to recharge.

Don’t buy any thing less than Alkaline batteries for emergence
use.
Those offered in packs at $2.00 shops are rubbish. They are more
likely to leak and damage your camera. Some try and fake the
Duracells look.

Special note: If your camera uses Lithium Ion batteries then
Alkaline batteries for emergence use will not supply sufficient
power and can not be subsisted.
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The comments on batteries for use in cameras mentioned have
been evaluated by the editor on his own digital 4 mega pixel
camera.

The calculated savings is information obtained on the internet.
The shelf life of AA cells was obtained from the editors son
who is a test engineer for Ness Securities. The evaluation of
these and other batteries are carried out for Security systems
and smoke alarms.

The comments and evaluations and are not associated with
The Penrith Valley Seniors Computing Club Inc.

Disclaimer - Articles contributed to this Newsletter and
published as a service to members; do not necessarily reflect
the opinion or policy of PVSCC Inc. Articles are intended as
opinions and items of debate only.
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@ Question on Software or Operating system.

Compressing files with Windows XP

If you're using Windows XP, it already has the ability to create .zip files without loading third party software. There are a few ways to use
this compression (zip) feature.

The easiest way is to Zip files in the folder there in.
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To select the files to Compress (Zip) left click the first file. Hold down the Shift Key an left click the last file required
to compress. Lift off the Shift Key and drag the files into the Zip Folder.

Your files are now compressed.

To extract (UnZip) your files, left click the Zip E! Folder icon.
| 0

The folder will open, Right Click in the folder area then  An Extraction Wizard appears left click the Next button

choose Extract All. and follow the prompts.
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. The other option of compressing files is to make the Zip Folder on your 'C' drive root directory (main directory) and drag files and
folders into this Zip Folder. This is an easy method to compress

files and folders for making back-ups of your work, image or sound files to burn onto a CD.

Note: JPEG images, MPEG sound files are already in a zip format and dragging them into a Zip Folder won't compress them any further.
Still a good method for making back-up files.
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