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FUTURE EVENTS
MEETINGS Eastwood Community Centre, 95 Glen Osmond Rd. 

Bus Stop 3, Route 861, 862, 864 Currie St. / Grenfell St. City. 

Friday  8.00 p.m. “BRING YOUR OWN FAVOURITE HUMANIST QUOTE

11th December             And Enjoy Light Hearted End of Year Conversation” 

OTHER EVENTS
NEW YEARS DAY SOCIAL
Friday Jan 1 at 12 Noon - the Kiosk Botanic Gardens, North Terrace FOR-

DICK’S 85TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

No presents please! The present comes from me to you! All Humanists members
attending this meeting will receive a $10.00 voucher to spend at the Kiosk.
Please advise your intention to attend either at the Dec 11th meeting or ring 8255 9508
The voucher offer closes on the 11th December. Friends welcome.
If the temperature rises to 35° or more, the meeting will be automatically cancelled.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Friday 12th March, 8 p.m. Eastwood Community Center. 

Nominations for Officers and Committee are called : to be in writing, signed by the nominee and the

nominator, (both to be financial members). Forwarded to the Secretary not later than the 1st Mar. 2010.
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       October Discussion:    “Life After Politics”   Speaker: Sandra Kanck

Our speaker, Sandra Kanck, South Australian MLC ,
elected in 1993 for the Australian Democrats, re-elected in
2002, resigned in 2009 - declared there definitely is life after
politics but admitted there are many privileges in being a
Member of Parliament.-: 
Meeting famous people you would otherwise never have met. Sandra
quoted the case of José Ramos-Horta who had still to
become President of East Timor when he visited Australia,
some years ago, because he did not have an official position
the government could not give him a Dinner. So Sandra,
with Independent MP Bob Such and a Liberal MP
organised a reception for him. Other privileges included:
Travel : Palestine, you get to know how people are treated.
Getting results with people : particularly the smaller groups such
as the midwives in this state. Sandra helped them to have a
separate Register from nurses, and helped them to get
representatives elected to the Nurses Board. At a recent
meeting she was told that her advice was not restricted to
South Australia, but was spread to all States.
Issues I would not have known about : - learned much from
Lawyers fighting for human rights.
Issues I am passionate about : “I have taken a leading roll in
Voluntary Euthanasia (SAVES) and the Bill I introduced to
parliament got further than any other Bill in this state.”
“When I resigned last January I said I was going to be a
volunteer. The advantage of being outside parliament is
that I can pick the issues which I find interesting and
important, so I don’t miss parliament because I have so
much to do”
Sandra has taken an active part in supporting many
organisations such as The Friends of the ABC, pointing out
that Howard had attacked the ABC relentlessly. The Rudd
government gave money for new children’s programs but
has not given any further help for any other programs.

Another group approached her for help in forming a group  
which invites African people to come to Australia for a
month or two to learn about parliamentary procedure, now
known as the Australian Leaders Group for Africa.
In answer to questions and in relation to VE she said it will
be necessary to take the fight to politicians particularly new
candidates supporting the VE position.
She was brought up a Christian and noted the huge amount
of hypocrisy, but is impressed by the charity work of the
church.
The first public meeting Sandra attended was when the
French were testing their nuclear bomb. She became a
staunch anti-nuclear campaigner.
On being asked what can we do about family planning she
replied “Support the Marie Stopes International - by far the
best way to support this cause”
She noted that many MP’s seemed to have no reason for
being in Parliament, Don Dunstan was not frightened to
govern but many governments are only too anxious to sell
off our assets and reduce the size and capability of
government.
Sandra gave some advice to politically active people on how
to conduct your life. It is essential to keep a diary of all the
meetings that you have agreed to attend and the things you
do. You should also make a habit of going to bed at the
same time each night, and rise in the morning at the same
time, so the brain knows when to go to sleep.
Humanists who remember previous times when she
addressed us appreciate her hard work, supporting many
causes which should be taken up by the major parties. We
are glad to hear that she will be supporting many
associations and issues in the years to come.

Dick Clifford

MONSTERS FROM THE DEEP
Ever wondered whether there is some truth to sailors’ tales of monsters from the ocean
depths? Dr Paxton, a scientist from the University of St Andrews, is one of the country’s
most qualified cryptozoologists, and he will be running both a lecture and a workshop on
monsters from the deep – mythical and real.
Skeptics often argue that the evidence for anomalous phenomena is primarily anecdotal and
hence not amenable to scientific scrutiny. However, useful meaningful inferences can be
drawn from anecdotal reports. In this talk Charles Paxton will demonstrate the contributions
anecdotes can bring to our understanding of reported rare natural phenomena.
Caxton Hall, London 7th November - Oh! Sorry, you have missed it!

But if you have access to a computer you can see the web page at:
http://www.creem.st-and.ac.uk/charles/Webpages/mainmonsters.htm

RENEWAL TIME for 2010 !  Due 1st Jan. 2010
Rates are - Single $30,   Concession $20

Double $35,   Concession $25

Subscriptions and donations to - The Treasurer, GPO Box 177, Adelaide 5001
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        Editorial        From Poverty to Ruin Dick Clifford

Last month the P.M., Kevin Rudd and the Leader of the
Opposition, Malcolm Turnbull said sorry, to
representatives of the Forgotten Generation - survivors of
institutional care. Some had been removed from their
families in the UK after WW2 and sent to Australia. 
While most people focussed on their treatment in Australia,
one must ask why were people taken from their families in
the first place. To understand this one has to go back 200
years and review the sad history of the working class in
England..
At that time England was having a trading boom but the
factory worker was no better off, lived in poor. over
crowded housing with inadequate sewerage.
Owners of cotton mills collected orphans and the children
of poor parents, obtaining their services for little more than
the cost of maintaining them. Many industries were
dangerous, such as iron and coal mines, and many died
before they were 25. Gas works, shipyards, match factories,
nail factories and the business of chimney sweeping were all
dangerous. The results were illiteracy, malnourished,
diseased and crippled children.
In 1847 the 10 hour day was introduced for both adults and
children. It was not until the 1878 Act that employment of
children between the ages of 10 and 14 was restricted to
alternative days or consecutive half days, making some
education possible. While Britain had a head start in the
Industrial revolution, it was not long before other countries
throughout the world developed their own industries
complete with the same abuses of child labor as in Britain.
These countries also have a history of a long battle by
dedicated persons, who came often from non-conformist
religions and later from trade unions, putting in place
legislation to protect children from the greed of factory
owners.
Living in poverty meant that many children were at risk and
the generally accepted method of dealing with this problem
was to take the children from their family and put them into
institutional care, usually a religious charity or Dr. Barnardo’s.
This practice was automatically introduced into Australia
and other colonies. Little thought was given to the need to
improve living standards; it being assumed, by the ruling
classes, that the employers could not afford to pay more.
Improvements were slowly introduced. In the middle of the
century new sewers were laid in London, compulsory
education was started. But the cycle of boom and bust
continued, making it impossible for many to pull
themselves out of poverty.
Looking at the political scene, Britain was becoming more
democratic, Unions fought for better conditions. Beatrice
Webb joined the Charity Organization Society, designed to
help the poor, but she soon realized it was the causes of
poverty that needed to be tackled such as education
standards, housing and public health. She married Sidney
Webb and together they ran the Fabian Society. She became
a member of the Royal Commission on the Poor Law
(1905-09), and wrote the Minority Report, advocating the
confrontation of poverty through government 

organizations, and the breaking up of the Poor Law -
providing a virtual a blue print for the welfare state.
However little notice was taken of the Minority Report
which had to wait till 1948 before the Attlee government
enacted the National Health Service. Fabian pamphlets
went out across the world and many countries reformed
and updated their insurance and health systems.
Many people throughout the world live in poverty, many
starve every year. Our reforming has done little for them
and the 2008 financial crash is now making them worse off.
Today we are thinking about global warming, peak oil and 
overpopulation. We know that great changes must be made,
but our parliament is undecided and appears incapable. The
coal and oil lobby has done its work and has bamboozled
both parties and left the scientists for dead.. The facts are
that most oil wells are in decline by more than 4% p.a. so
within 6 years the price of oil will be up and there will be
insufficient supply to support our current way of life,
causing the biggest financial crash ever.
It is time that the coal and oil people realised that there is
no future in coal or oil, they will either run out, or kill us
with pollution. If we want a future then we must convert to
sustainable energy. We must use wind and concentrating
solar generators with heat storage to feed the dynamoes.
These are well tried solutions, Nuclear is not sustainable
and costs too much. Sequestration of CO2 has not been
proved and is likely to have a low efficiency.
While many industrialists are developing solar, wind and
other sustainables, the coal industry is looking at the
growing population and is planning on increasing coal
burning plants and exports, thereby ensuring that the
temperature will jump up fatally and will not reduce.
The allegation that sustainable energy = unemployment is
not true - there will be an immense amount of work,
starting with solar smelters, as in France.
Overpopulation can be cured by insisting on
comprehensive education everywhere and supporting the
UN with a contribution of at least 0.7% of GDP.
Money MUST be reformed. The present system is simply a
method of extraction from ordinary people who pay for the
handouts to the banks.
There are likely to be objections raised by religions, bankers
and others. They should be firmly told that they need to
reform their beliefs and systems in order to improve their
stewardship capability.
As I write, the Copenhagen conference is getting underway
and seems to have a reasonable agenda. The main danger is
that the media is likely to rubbish its proposals. I would like
to send a copy of this article to Murdoch, but I don’t know
his address. I would like to tell him that the long term
solution to Afghanistan is to fight a media war in favour of
womens’ and childrens’ rights, and then to avoid a collapse
of civilisation to the conditions of the 19th century, our
media must be much more open to the need for reform and
the need to take urgent action to stop burning fossil fuels.    

Dick Clifford.
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THINKING OUTSIDE THE SQUARE

 John Goldberg
The South Australian Government has brought over from
California a retired judge, Peggy Hora, as our latest Thinker
in Residence.
 Peggy Hora is the 17th Thinker in Residence and is part of
an excellent program that has brought to SA a number of
leading world experts, including Baroness Susan Greenfield,
Peter Cullen and others, to provide ideas and policy
guidance for the benefit of the Government and SA.
 I heard Peggy Hora speak at a public forum only a short
time after her glowing introduction to SA by our
Attorney-General, Michael Atkinson. Some of what she
said had me scratching, my head in amazement. Did you
know that the U.S. has about 5 per cent of the world's
population but possibly up to 50 per cent of the world's
prisoners?
 Did you also know that between half and two thirds of the
2.3 million U.S. prisoners have a serious drug or alcohol
abuse problem and at least half have a mental health
problem?
 Did you know that in Australia about three quarters of the
men and two-thirds of the women arrested are heavy
alcohol abusers and about half test positive for illicit drugs?
 And guess what? Peggy Hora says jail does not help these
people. They go into jail as addicts and come out as addicts.
Can you believe that? Our Government's Thinker in
Residence says that in many cases, we should not lock them
up. It costs far too much and there is a better way just think
about this. To keep each prisoner in jail in SA costs at least
$203 a day.
 Peggy Hora says some people are so violent  that there is
no choice but to lock them up, but many can and should be
given the option of drug treatment. In her words, “If we are
only mad at them, treat them. She says that alcohol and
drug treatment works, particularly  with adults, and where it
is imposed by a court order, the completion rate in the U.S.
is as high as 90 per cent 
 Many of the people concerned get better and stop
committing crimes.. Vast amounts of public money are
therefore saved.
Back in 2001, the Portuguese government had to deal with
a very serious drug problem together with associated
criminal conduct and needle infections, such as hepatitis
and AIDS.
 Their response was to decriminalise all personal drug use
while at the same time retaining drug dealing as a serious
crime. Nevertheless, any person detected using illegal drugs
must appear before a special commission within 72 hours
and is dealt with by a panel of experts.
 A social offence proceeding is filed and an appropriate
sanction applied. Users are not treated as criminals and do
not go to jail but may be required to undergo treatment. 
Sanctions for multiple offences can include fines, loss of
driver's licence or passport, or a check-in with police.
 As a consequence, crime and prisoner numbers have
dropped, infection rates have fallen dramatically and there
is far more focus on the treatment of addicts.
 Now Peggy Hora has not recommended the Portuguese 

model but she does say we should be much smarter on 
crime and spend some of the enormous amount of money
used in locking people up on tackling the causes of crime.
 I applaud the Premier on his choice of Thinker in
Residence and I trust that it will lead to sound policy
decisions on crime in SA.
                              Published in the Advertiser, 28 9 09 

John Goldberg is the outgoing president of the Law Society of SA.

The economy is so bad that:
o    I got a pre-declined credit card in the mail.
o    I ordered a burger at McDonalds and the kid behind the 
      counter asked, "Can you afford fries with that"?
o    CEOs are now playing miniature golf.
o    If the bank returns your check marked “Insufficient       
      Funds” you call them and ask if they meant you or          
       them.
o    Hot Wheels and Matchbox stocks are trading higher       
      than GM.
o    McDonalds is selling the 1/4 ouncer.
o    Parents in Beverly Hills have fired their nannies and       
       learnt their children’s names.
o    A truckload of Americans was caught sneaking into        
      Mexico.
o    Dick Cheney took his stockbroker hunting.
o    The Mafia is laying off judges.
o    Exxon-Mobil laid off 25 Congressmen.
o    Congress says they are looking into this Bernard             
      Madoff scandal.  Oh, great!! The guy who made $50        
      Billion disappear is being investigated by the people        
      who made $1.5 trillion disappear! 

Dion Giles  

Email humour about America from economist Dion Giles. It may be
closer to reality than you think !

VALE EILEEN KENNEDY

Eileen departed this world on 8.11.09, aged ninety 
years. She and her late  husband Jim joined the
Humanist Society in the early eighties, and were
valued life members.
Memories of some happy New Year gatherings at
their lovely lakeside home, and shared camping
expeditions during our younger years remain.
Eileen, ever the conservationist remained true to
her convictions, and was buried in a shroud at
Enfield Cemetery, after a non-religious ceremony
attended by her family, and after, a gathering  in
which family and friends celebrated her life.

Marie Crisp
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The Atheist Foundation of Australia and the Atheist Alliance International have combined to bring a
World Class Event to Melbourne next March. An International group of presenters has been assembled, as
well as the above, Australian speakers include John Perkins, Max Wallace, AC Grayling, Robyn Williams and
more. It is not cheap but is the biggest Atheist event in Australia’s history.
For full details go to www.atheistfoundation.org.au or write to David Nicholls, President, Atheist Foundation of
Australia Inc, Private Mail Bag 6, MAITLAND SA 5573, Ph: (08) 8835 2269

 Home Movie Reviews

With the exception of one DVD Title hired from local
video shop ($3) the rest are all DVDs I borrowed for free
from my local Library Network. Need a break from the
usual, everyday TV fare? Or the latest depressing
documentary regarding the Global Financial
Crisis/impending Climate Change horrors, etc ?                 
I recommend you suss out any of these from your
Library/local Video store for some excellent, low-priced
entertainment & escapism.
"Around the World in 80 Days": No - not the original
'fifties classic with David Niven and Cantinflas. This is a
much later version produced in 1989 for a BBC TV
three-part mini-series starring Pierce Brosnan in the leading
role of Phileas Fogg and Eric Idle (of Monty Python fame),
as his loyal manservant Passepartout. Great fun, as they
both embark on several hair-raising adventures in pursuit of
the big objective. Particularly enthralling, - narrow escape
by "Express Elephant" in India from a raging mob,
following daring rescue of lovely Indian Princess from fiery
death in the Hindu ritual of Suttee. In supporting roles are
Peter Ustinov as the dogged Detective Fix, Robert Morley
as the Bank of England President, and Julia Nickson as the
Princess Aouda.
"Dr Who: The Mind Robber" BBC TV 1968 5 - Part
Episode with Patrick Troughton starring as the Doctor,
Frazer Hines, Wendy Padbury filling the roles of Jamie and
Zoe, his travelling companions in the Tardis. Too difficult
to describe properly in this brief review: A highly
imaginative as well as entertaining script finds them trapped
in "the Void" - a fantasy realm totally disconnected from
ordinary realities of space and time. Cleverly worked into
the story - encounters with various mythical and fairy tale
characters ; the Princess Rapunzel (she of the very long
hair), Lemuel Gulliver (Gulliver's Travels), the Minotaur
and Medusa, Cyrano de Bergerac, Sir Lancelot and a host of
others. The evil Master Brain controlling all this is finally
destroyed by one of his creations the White Robots after
the good Doctor outwits him with some ingenious strategy,
that enables the Doctor, Jamie and Zoe to then return
safely to normal reality in the Tardis machine.

(As an aside: Interesting to contrast these "old" Dr Who
episodes with the more recent TV productions which, in
my view, are way too over-hyped, exaggerated, with an
over-reliance on whizz-bang Special Effects, and mediocre
acting. They also lack subtlety, possess superficial plot
appeal in comparison to earlier scripts from '60's & '70's 
"The Five Pennies": Paramount Pictures 1959 starring
Danny Kaye (my all-time favourite American comedian), as
Loring ("Red") Nichols, a famous jazz cornet player from
the Big Bands era of the 'Twenties and early Thirties. While
there is a little humour, this is essentially a serious dramatic
role for Kaye. The film is loosely based on the life of
Loring Nichols, and extends to a period in the 1950's after
end of World War 2.  Barbara Bel Geddes stars as his wife
Bobbie with Tuesday Weld as his teenage, polio-afflicted
daughter. The inimitable Louis Armstrong also features in
terrific trumpet playing duets with Nichols that are real
highlights of this movie.
"Calamity Jane'': very lively Warner Bros. Musical 1953.
Starring Doris Day and Howard Keel in their best form
with lead roles of Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickok. I was
surprised to learn, in my research, that she was an actual
historical character in America's Wild West (as was Bill
Hickok). and there was real-life friendship, if not romantic
involvement, between them. The musical, of course, is only
Hollywood's rollicking interpretation rather than actual
history. Terrific opening number with Doris belting out
"The Deadwood Stage (´Whip-Crack-Away!)" song as she
rides the stagecoach all the way to Deadwood City in South
Dakota. Followed by more lively performances with rest of
the cast, including more great musical numbers from
composer Sammy Fain & lyrics by Paul Webster. This film
has plenty of outdated stereotypes reflective of an earlier
era that some would probably find not 'politically correct'
(i.e. depictions of native American Indians, attitudes to
women), but I suggest you put those to one side, and just
enjoy as pure entertainment!
"Elmer Gantry": MGM Production 1960. Based on the
1927 novel by American writer Sinclair Lewis satirising
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the phenomenon of travelling tent-Revivalism in the early
part of the 20th Century, especially in America's
so-called Bible Belt. Burt Lancaster stars as the amoral,
fast-talking travelling salesman and all-round huckster,
Elmer Gantry. Gantry finds he can make considerably
more money hustling for Jesus after he manages to con
his way into a job as a hell-fire and brimstone preacher
with travelling tent ministry. Jean Simmons does a great
performance in the role of Sister Sharon Falconer - a very
charismatic, as well as attractive & feisty revivalist who
mainly runs the whole show. Through some quite clever
lies, Gantry succeeds in worming his way into Sister
Sharon's good graces and events proceed from there.
As a good counterpoint, Arthur Kennedy stars as big city
news reporter Jim Lefferts - a streetwise, nonbelieving
journalist who writes a sensational exposé about the
whole operation. That leads to a public feud between him
and Gantry, and they spark off one another in some quite
interesting ways. Shirley Jones plays a great role as a
fallen woman and prostitute, Lulu Baines, who was 
seduced by Gantry in their former lives, and frames him
in revenge. For her performance she won the Oscar for
Best Supporting Actress in that year's Academy awards:
Burt Lancaster scored Best Actor award. Took me some
time to warm to this film as Gantry's character played by
Lancaster, was so repellent in the first 20 minutes or so, I
seriously thought of switching off, but glad I persevered.
This one's well worth a look.
"Doctor in Clover": Rank Organisation 1966. Hilarious
UK "hospitals" comedy. I would rate this as possibly the
best of the "Doctor" series; fast-paced and a laugh a
minute. Cast of well-known British actors include: Leslie
Phillips, James Robertson Justice, Joan Sims, Shirley
Ann Field and others. Good fun and a great reality
escape; probably  much better than a tablet to fix a blue
mood. I won't go into details about the plot as I feel it
would be better to suck it and see".

YOU DON'T HAVE A DVD PLAYER ??!

Please..... You really should consider investing in one of
these units if you can. They open up just so many more
wonderful entertainment options. Now, this is one bit of
modern technology I think we could all be very happy to
own !
CAN'T UNDERSTAND ALL THE CONTROLS ON
YOUR DVD REMOTE ??

They're really not all that hard to master. I'm surprised the
number of friends I've spoken to who haven't got a proper
grasp with some of the extra functions available besides
just hitting the Play Button. Are you aware how to open
up "Chapters", or to access the "Special Features" and
other "Options" which often feature on many DVD
Menus'? Your bright young nephew or any of the
grand-kids over age of 7, will probably be easily able to
show you how. Failing that, try and get hold of a
technologically-minded friend to spend ten minutes or so
with you. Probably a good idea to run through the
procedures for three or four times so they can become
familiar and "second nature". Good Luck !

Steve Patroni 

DARWIN’S LEGACY
This year we have been celebrating Darwin, both the 200th
anniversary of his birth on February 12th and the 150th

anniversary of the publication of his most famous work “On
the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection” effectively
ending the idea that species were all individually created.
He was able to complete this work by1859, thanks to his
voyage around the world, enabling him to see the
differences and similarities of species everywhere. His
theory was based on keen and accurate observation,
immediately accepted by the scientists of his day and has
been mostly supported by all the discoveries made since,
E.G. the ages of fossils and the study of comparative DNA.
Quoting from The Origin of Species  - the chapter on
geographical distribution:
   “In the southern hemisphere , if we compare large tracts of land in
Australia, South Africa, and western South America, between
latitudes 25° and 35°, we shall find parts extremely similar in all
their conditions, yet it would not be possible to point out three faunas
and floras more utterly dissimilar. Or again, we may compare the
productions of South America south of lat. 35° with those north of
25°, which consequently are separated by a space of ten degrees
latitude, and are exposed to considerably different conditions; yet they
are incomparably more closely related to each other than they are to the
productions of Australia or Africa under nearly the same climate.
Analogous facts could be given with respect to the inhabitants of the
sea.”  
He goes on to point out that natural barriers are obstacles
to free migration, thus Australia, Africa and South America
are almost as much isolated from each other as possible, so
the “productions” are markedly different. Mountain chains,
deserts even rivers act as lesser obstacles and milder
differences occur. These are but two of the many
arguments used by Darwin.
To day if you meet a Creationist you can say “you have a
hard row to plough” and then point out there are hundreds
and  thousands of scientists throughout the world digging
up fossils, classifying them, dating them every week. The
results are all in accordance with evolution. The more
developed fossils are always found nearer the surface, and
now we have DNA testing, which can act as a check on
previous work and sort out problem cases where the
evidence was not clear.
Humanists have much to thank Darwin, and also the many
scientists who have followed up his work.

Dick Clifford

In memoriam Premanand

It is with great sadness that we report the death of
Premanand, the leading Indian campaigner against
superstition. He died on Sunday 4 October 2009 after a
long battle with cancer, which he fought with grim
determination. Roy Brown writes: “Premanand was an
inspiration to the entire Humanist movement. I will
never forget the first time I saw his anti-superstition
show - in Mumbai at the World Humanist Congress in
1999, It was truly sensational.”
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     "HUMANISM is a way of
thinking and living  that aims
to bring out the best in
people,  so that all people
may have the best in life.
Humanists reject all super
natural and authoritarian
beliefs, accepting that we
must take responsibility for
our own  lives,  for the
community and for the
world in which we live.
The Humanist  l ifestyle
emphasises rational enquiry
and dialogue, freedom,
responsibility, and the need for
tolerance and co-operation"
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WORLD ROUNDUP
Peter Cundall arrested outside Tasmania's Parliament
House in Hobart.19/11/09. Australian Humanist of the Year
(2006) and TV ABC Gardner was with a protest group today
calling for a Royal Commission in the approval of Gunns
Ltd's proposed Bell Bay pulp mill in the state's north.

Xenophon attacks Church of Scientology The SA Senator
has used a speech in Parliament to raise allegations of
widespread criminal conduct within the Church of
Scientology. He calls for a Senate enquiry and tabled 53
letters of complaint from the public.

John L Perkins President Secular Party of Australia
comments by Email: “The allegations of abusive cult-like
behaviour of both Scientology and the Exclusive Brethren
have rightly brought into question the desirability of their
eligibility for tax exempt status.  However in this regard,
there is little difference in principle between any sect, cult or
religion. They all profess beliefs that are not evidence-based,
and which are known to be counterfactual”

The Center for Youth Empowerment has produced its
Report from Liberia, October 2009 which will be found on:
http://www.users.on.net/rmc/CYEreport2009.htm  Printed
copies will be available at meetings or can be posted to you.
You will recall that 12 months ago they were refugees at the
Buduburam refugee camp in Ghana and were returned to
Liberia where sadly conditions are worse than in Ghana. The
IMF made a report last April showing that all low income
countries in Africa and elsewhere are being adversely affected
by the financial crash of 2008. The price of food alone is a
worry to all those living on less than $2.00 a day.

Contributions to the Liberian Children’s Scholarship Fund
have been down during the last couple of years. Existing
donors have done their bit, we need new donors! A small
donation goes a long way in Liberia. (Please contact Dick
Clifford at the address shown on page 7)

IHEU report. “From Buses to Billboards”                        
Billboard adverts have gone up today in London, Edinburgh,
Cardiff and Belfast, as the internationally renowned poster
campaign which began this year on London buses launches
its second phase. So much money was donated towards the
campaign after the bus posters had been launched that the
campaign organisers announced that any further money
raised would be put towards new adverts later in the year.

‘One of the issues raised again and again by donors to the
campaign was the issue of children having the freedom to
grow up and decide for themselves what they believe, and
that we should not label children with any ideology,’ said
Ariane Sherine, original creator of the Atheist Bus Campaign.

‘I hope this poster campaign will encourage the government,
media and general public to see children as individuals, free
to make their own choices, and accord them the liberty and
respect they deserve.’

BHA defends humanist funerals The British Humanist
Association (BHA) launched a defence today (20th Oct.) of
the right for everyone to have a funeral of their choice, in
response to Church of England vicar Reverend Ed
Tomlinson’s assault on Humanist funerals.

Spiritual background checks in Trinidad and Tobago?    
Spiritual and moral background checks have been proposed
for the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service. The local
Humanist Association has raised the alarm at this
development in a country where the Police Service and
Defence Forces already appear to be exclusively Christian
and where atheists and agnostics are barred or made to feel
alienated.

The CAHS 2010 Annual Conference will take place in
Brisbane either at the and of April or the beginning of May.
Please send in your resolution this week to either Dick
Clifford or Dorothy Bell.

Resolutions should be brief, and include a short paragraph
explaining why it is important.

Membership fees due on 1st January ! A rise in fees of $5
has been necessary because of rising costs in all areas.
PLEASE send your subs as soon as possible to the Treasurer
- (chasing up late payers costs us time and money !)

Join the Committee!  As I reach the age of 85 (on Dec. 25th )
I realise the need for new committee members to come
forward. Present committee members have all served in
excess of 10 years so a wholesale replacement would be in
order. Volunteers Please!  Have a chat with Dick or Dorothy
before the AGM in March 

!st Jan 2009, don’t forget to RSVP for this social (see front
page) Dick Clifford
 

Copies of Dick Clifford’s  “The Fabian Society” as presented at
the July meeting, will be available at meetings or can be posted
to you. It is on the web at:

http://www.users.on.net/rmc/fabian.htm

Humanist Internet Discussion Group - It’s Free!

Discuss anything with Humanists! Go to:

http://lists.topica.com/lists/humanist/

Deadline for the March Post is Friday 12th February.
Please send all “Letters to the Editor” cartoons and other
items to 120 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South, 5112

Articles published in the “SA Humanist Post do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Society or the Editors - 

Contributions to the SA Humanist Post - letters, poems,
book reviews etc. are welcome. 

The Editor reserves the right to publish or not.

Printed by PRESTIGE COPYING  & PRINTING 

for The Humanist Society of South Australia, 
GPO Box 177, Adelaide 5001 


